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FARM  NOTES  BY  DR.  CHARLEY  RICHARD 


Aphids  -  Harvest  For  Good  Quality  and  Low  Dextran 
Planted  Cane  -  Dr.  Benda  -  ISSCT 


For  the  last  three  years  we  have  re- 
ceived field  reports  about  yellowing  cane 
leaves  occurring  during  the  late  summer. 
This  year  we  again  have  the  same  symp- 
toms and  for  the  first  time  what  we  think 
is  the  cause  has  been  caught  in  the  act. 
A.  severe  infestation  of  yellow  sugar  cane 
aphids  has  been  seen  across  the  belt. 
Whether  or  not  the  aphids  were  re- 
sponsible for  the  dying  leaves  for  the 
last  few  years  is  something  we  may  never 
be  sure  of.  One  thing  is  certain,  however, 
the  condition  of  the  cane  where  the 
aphids  have  been  this  year  is  quite 
obvious.  In  most  all  cases  the  affected 
leaves  have  been  below  the  top  or  whirl. 
The  top  few  leaves  have  stayed  green 
and  this  is  where  most  of  the  sunlight 
is  being  captured  for  plant  growth.  Most 
of  our  scientists  believe  that  there  would 
not  have  been  justification  in  trying  to 
kill  off  the  aphids.  Growth  measure- 
ments taken  last  year  by  League  Scien- 
tists on  some  of  this  yellow  cane  in- 
dicated no  difference  in  growth  as  com- 
pared to  healthy  green  cane  in  the  same 
area.  Our  best  guess  is  that  the  aphids 
caused  nO  harm  to  cane  growth.  On  the 
other  hand,  because  of  the  dry  leaves 
there  may  be  better  harvest  burns  and 
some  people  think  that  maturity  may 
be  enhanced. 

Two  factors  which  have  been  associ- 
ated with  the  aphids  are  insecticides  and 
varieties.  The  aphids  seem  to  follow 
applications  of  pydrin.  Also,  the  yellow- 
ing seems  to  be  more  concentrated  in 
the  varieties  CP  70-321,  CP  72-356,  CP 
73-351,  CP  74-383  and  CP  76-331.  The 
aphids  have  not  been  as  apparent  in  CP 
65-357  or  CP  72-370.  More  will  have  to 
be  learned  about  the  aphids  for  the 
future  so  we  can  be  sure  we  are  not 
having  any  yield  effects.  We  especially 
need  to  see  how  early  in  the  season  the 
aphids  might  come  in  to  a  field  since 
earlier  infestations  might  have  more  of 
a  chance  to  cause  yield  problems. 


Harvest  For  Good  Quality  and 
Low  Dextran 

All  growers  should  pay  particular  at- 
tention to  the  harvest  operation  during 
the  first  few  weeks  of  grinding  while 
the  weather  is  still  warm.  This  is  the 
worst  period  for  dextran  buildups.  Every- 
one should  have  heard  enough  speeches 
and  descriptions  of  dextran  and  should 
know  by  now  that  this  is  a  solvable 
problem.  Good  management  will  in  most 
cases  eliminate  the  dextran.  Fresh  cane 
is  the  answer.  During  October,  when  air 
temperatures  are  usually  still  warm, 
growers  should  make  every  attempt  to 
deliver  the  freshest  possible  cane.  This 
means  not  harvesting  too  far  ahead  of 
the  hauling  even  if  rain  is  approaching. 
Common  sense  tells  us  not  to  get  caught 
in  black  land  with  too  few  acres  cut 
ahead,  but  common  sense  and  the  threat 
of  dextran  penalties  insists  that  we  not 
cut  too  far  ahead,  stay  in  constant 
communication  with  the  mill;  when  they 
have  a  break  down  or  need  to  grind 
slower,  this  is  not  the  growers  chance  to 
get  the  jump  on  the  mill.  Mills  also  need 
to  plan  as  constant  a  grinding  rate  as 
possible  and  not  make  predictions  they 
can't  keep,  especially  in  the  first  few 
days  when  most  mills  encounter  un- 
expected problems  that  slow  them  down 
anyway.  We  can  all  lick  this  problem, 
it  just  takes  cooperation,  communication 
and  good  management.  DELIVER 
FRESH    CANE. 

Realizing  how  many  dollars  dirt  and 
mud  delivered  to  the  mill  costs  this 
industry  every  year,  growers  should  make 
every  attempt  to  reduce  the  mud  being 
loaded  with  the  cane  into  field  carts. 
The  costs  come  from  reduced  grinding 
rates,  reduced  sugar  recovery,  and  costs 
for  mud  removal  from  the  mill.  Every 
attempt  should  be  made  to  better  train 
loader  operators,  look  into  the  use  of 
mechanical  pilers,  and  when  possible  try 

( Continued  on  page  6 ) 


OCTOBER  1,  1986 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


HOUSE  COMMITTEE  ADOPTS 
PAYMENT  &  LOAN  LIMITATION 

During  House  Appropriations  Com- 
mittee consideration  of  the  continuing 
resolution  this  week,  Congressman  Silvio 
Conte  (R-Mass.)  offered  an  amendment 
to  limit  to  $250,000  all  price  support 
loans  and  payments  on  all  commodities. 
The  amendment  was  adopted  on  a  voice 
vote  on  September  16.  Since  individual 
appropriation  bills  have  not  been  cleared 
b^  Congress,  a  continuing  resolution 
must  be  passed  to  fund  the  government 
after  fiscal  year  1987  begins  October  1. 
This  omnibus  spending  bill,  which  in- 
cluded the  Conte  amendment,  was  ap- 
proved later  in  the  day  by  the  Appropri- 
ations Committee.  At  press  time,  the 
House  is  expected  to  vote  on  the  con- 
tinuing resolution  sometime  during  the 
week  of  September  22.  Agriculture 
leaders  in  the  House,  including  Appropri- 
ations Committee  Chairman  Jamie  Whit- 
ten  (D-MS),  Agriculture  Committee 
Chairman  Kika  de  la  Garza  (D-TX), 
Vice  Chairman  Tom  Foley  (D-WA), 
Cotton,  Rice  &  Sugar  Subcommittee 
Chairman  Jerry  Huckaby  (D-LA),  Live- 
stock, Dairy  &  Poultry  Subcommittee 
Chairman  Tony  Coelho  (D-CA)  and 
other  agriculture-oriented  members  are 
working  to  rectify  the  problem. 

In  the  Senate,  during  Appropriations 
Committee  mark-up  of  the  FY87  agricul- 
ture appropriations  bill  last  week,  a 
similar  amendment  was  offered  limiting 
farm  program  benefits  to  $500,000,  in- 
cluding non-recourse  loans  but  exclusing 
the  dairy  and  sugar  program.  This 
amendment  was  narrowly  defeated  on 
a  12-11  vote.  Initially,  an  amendment 
had  been  offered  by  Senator  Mark  An- 
drews (R-ND)  which  would  have  put 
the  limit  at  $250,000.  Senator  Tom  Har- 
kin  (DTowa)  contended  that  the  An- 
drews amendment  contained  loopholes 
that  could  lead  to  even  larger  payments 
and  offered  a  substitute  amendment  con- 
taining the  $500,000  limit. 

This  amendment  was  rejected  primarily 
due    to    the    efforts    of    Senator    Thad 


Cochran  (R-MS)  who  argued  that  it 
would  be  inappropriate  for  the  Appro- 
priations Committee  to  attempt  to  re- 
write farm  legislation.  However,  he  did 
renew  a  promise  to  push  for  hearing  to 
review  policies  contributing  to  farm-pro- 
gram costs.  Senator  Harkin  and  others 
indicated  they  intend  to  bring  the  amend- 
ment to  the  full  Senate  during  future 
debate  on  the  agriculture  appropriations 
bill. 


INTERAGENCY  SUGAR  GROUP 
MEETS 

The  Interagency  Group  on  Sugar 
Policy  held  a  meeting  the  first  part  of 
September  to  begin  preliminary  dis- 
cussions on  upcoming  decisions  which 
must  be  made  in  connection  with  the  U. 
S.  sugar  program.  Representatives  from 
the  Agriculture,  State,  Commerce  and 
Treasury  Departments  and  the  U.S. 
Trade  Representative's  Office  attended 
the  meeting.  Reportedly,  some  of  the 
items  discussed  at  the  meeting  were: 
(1)  the  1986-87  Market  Stabilization 
Price  (MSP)  which  must  be  announced 
by  October:  and,  (2)  the  level  of  the 
1986-87  import  quota  which  must  be 
announced  no  later  than  December  15. 
The  group  will  continue  meeting  until 
the  quota  announcement  is  made. 

CROP  PRODUCTION   REPORT 

US  DA  released  its  September  Crop 
Production  Report  estimating  production 
of  sugar  cane  for  sugar  and  seed  at  30.3 
million  tons,  up  1  percent  from  the  Au- 
gust 1  forecast  and  7  percent  from  the 
1985  crop.  Average  yield  is  forecast  at 
37.8  tons  per  acre  compared  with  26.6 
tons  a  year  ago.  Area  for  harvest  at 
801,000  acres  is  up  4  percent  from  last 
year. 

Sugarbeet  production  is  forecast  at 
25.4  million  tons,  up  12  percent  from 
last  year  and  2  percent  above  the  August 
1  forecast.  Expected  area  to  be  harvested 
is  up  11  percent.  Yields  are  expected 
to  average  20.7  tons  per  acre  compared 
with  20.5  in  1985. 
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Keep  your  cane  fields  clean 
all  the  way  to  spring. 

Spray  SiNBARat  planting. 


Weeds  can  consume  a  lot  of  moisture 
and  soil  nutrients  from  your  fields  over 
the  winter  months.  Moisture  and  nutri- 
ents your  young  cane  will  need  to  grow  on 
next  spring. 

That's  why  you  should  apply  Du  Pont 
SlNBAR®  weed  killer  at  planting  time. 
Because  SlNBAR  will  control  seedling 
Johnsongrass  and  most  other  annual 
grasses  and  broadleaf  weeds.  Control 
them  right  up  to  the  time  spring  weather 
lets  you  get  in  to  off-bar.  SlNBAR  helps 


your  cane  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start 
it  needs  for  top  yields  at  harvest. 

If  you're  planting  a  sensitive  variety, 
like  48-103,  apply  DuPont  Lexone®  DF 
weed  killer.  Because  LEXONE  DF  will 
give  you  the  effective  weed  control  you 
want,  without  risk  of  crop  injury.  The 
dry  flowable  DF  formulation  means  no 
rinsing  and  no  waste. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 
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FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  3) 

to  stay   out  of  the  worse  lands   during 
bad  weather. 

Planted  Cane 

Cane  planted  this  fall  is  up  to  a  good 
stand  in  most  areas.  Most  growers  did  a 
very  good  job  of  seed  bed  preparation 
and  this  should  pay  off.  Don't  quit  now. 
Use  a  good  fall  herbicide  program  as 
recommended  by  the  Extension  Service 
to  protect  this  cane.  Research  has  shown 
significant  benefits  from  a  good  herbi- 
cide program.  A  lot  of  money  is  invested 
in  that  acre  of  planted  ground;  don't 
cut  it  short. 

Hopefully  growers  have  followed  the 
recommendations  for  cane  that  has  been 
heat  treated  this  fall.  If  so  then  you  have 
only  put  2  inches  of  soil  on  this  cane 
up  to  this  point.  If  you  have  properly 
followed  these  directions  you  need  to 
come  back  and  add  more  soil  as  the 
recommendations  indicate.  The  recom- 
mendations suggest  that  the  row  be  built 
up  around  the  sprouted  cane  to  a  total  of 
four  inches  above  the  seed  cane  to  pro- 
tect the  shoots  from  freezing  back  to 
the  planted  stalk.  These  recommenda- 
tions were  not  dreamed  up  overnight; 
they  are  based  on  years  of  research  and 
are  the  best  way  to  get  a  decent  stand 
of  cane  out  of  heat  treated  seed.  Again, 
take  the  time  to  do  the  job  right. 

Dr.  Gerd  Renda 

Dr.  Renda,  a  well  respected  scientist 
at  the  USDA  Station  in  Houma,  was 
recently  honored  with  two  prestigious 
awards.  In  Lafourche  Parish  he  was 
given  the  annual  Field  Day  Award  while 
in  St.  James  Parish  he  was  presented 
with  the  Appreciation  Award.  Dr.  Renda 
has  devoted  his  entire  career  to  science 
and  has  spent  much  of  his  time  in  this 
industry  working  on  heat  treatment.  All 
of  the  techniques  involved  in  hot  water 
treatment  for  Louisiana  that  are  now 
used  are  based  on  Dr.  Renda's  research. 
We  congratulate  Dr.  Benda  on  these 
accomplishments  and  join  our  industry 
in  applauding  his  work. 

ISSCT 

The  XIX  Congress  of  the  International 
Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists  was 


recently  held  in  Jakarta,  Indonesia. 
Several  scientists  from  the  Louisian  In- 
dustry, including  this  writer  were  for- 
tunate enough  to  be  able  to  attend.  The 
meeting  consisted  of  both  field  tours  of 
the  Indonesian  industry  and  technical 
papers  presented  by  scientists  from 
around  the  world.  The  congress  was 
well  attended  with  over  900  representa- 
tives from  more  than  50  countries.  Much 
was  seen  and  learned  about  different 
methods  of  cane  production  and  sugar 
cane  research.  Much  of  this  part  of  the 
world  still  relies  heavily  on  cheap  labor 
for  cane  production  while  mechanization 
is  just  beginning  to  be  seen  on  some  of 
the  more  modern  plantations  ofthe  area. 
More  will  be  said  about  what  was  seen 
and  learned  in  future  articles. 
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SENCOR. 
GUTHION. 


Sugarcane  Update. 


Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop. 


Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable 
protection  from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do  better 
than  SENCOR  herbicide  and 
GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you  control  of 
grass  and  broadleaf  weeds 
before  they  become  a 
problem.  Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of  sugar- 
cane borer,  and  long 
residual  control  even  in 
hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you  ap- 
plication flexibility,  at  a  price 
that  makes  good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE. 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg.  TMs  of  the  Parent  Company 

of  Farbenfabriken  Bayer  GmbH,  Leverkusen. 
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Mobay  Chemical  Corporation 

Agricultural  Chemicals  Division 
Box  4913,  Kansas  City,  MO  64120 


DEXTRAN- PLANS  FOR  THE  1986  CROP 

J.  A.  Polack 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 
Scientists  from   USDA,   the  LSU   Co-      analyses,   including 


operative  Extension  Service,  the  LSU 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  the 
Audubon  Sugar  Institute,  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League,  and  Sugar  Process- 
ing Research,  Inc.  met  at  LSU  on  Sep- 
tember 18  to  discuss  plans  for  dextran 
work  during  the  coming  crop.  The  en- 
tire group  is  committed  to  working  to- 
gether to  collect  as  much  meaningful 
data  as  possible  in  the  short  time  avail- 
able. 

Nine  factories  are  now  equipped  to 
run  daily  haze  tests  on  raw  sugar,  and 
four  others  have  contracted  with  a  lab 
in  New  Iberia  to  run  these  tests.  The 
remaining  factories  will  rely  on  analyses 
by  their  customers,  or,  in  some  cases,  by 
independent  labs.  All  have  agreed  to 
share  these  data,  and  Audubon  Sugar 
Institute  will  collect  and  correlate  them. 
It  was  recommended  that  some  standard 
samples  of  raw  sugar  containing  various 
amounts  of  dextran,  be  distributed  to 
the  factory  labs  before  the  season  starts, 
to  determine  the  inter-lab  agreement. 
ASI  will  handle  this. 

At  least  two  and  maybe  more  factories 
are  setting  up  to  analyze  juices  using 
the  ASI  II  method.  One  advantage  of 
this  method  is  that  a  juice  sample  can 
be  preserved  by  the  addition  of  alcohol, 
and  then  analyzed  later.  At  one  factory, 
core  lab  samples  from  each  shipper  are 
to  be  composited  daily  and  analyzed 
This  will  also  yield  a  daily  composite 
figure  on  incoming  cane.  These  data  will 
be  compared  with  weather  conditions 
and  with  the  results  on  raw  sugars  to 
see  if  there  is  correlation. 

The  group  also  discussed  possible  pro- 
grams of  sampling  of  cane  in  the  field, 
at  transloader  stations,  and  in  the  mill 
yard,  as  well  as  at  key  points  in  the 
factory,  to  get  a  better  fix  on  the  specific 
areas  where  dextran  may  be  generated. 
How  much  of  this  work  can  be  done  will 
be  limited  by  the  capacity  to  analyze 
samples.  The  field  attendees  at  the  meet- 
ing will  develop  a  plan  for  sampling  and 
analyzing. 

Other  work  planned  includes  a  test  of 
the  HPLC  (High  Performance  Liquid 
Chromatograph)  at  St.  Martin  factory, 
to    determine    its    potential    for    routine 


sucrose  as  well  as 
dextran.  This  work  is  being  aided  by  the 
Waters  Co.  who  are  lending  hplc  equip- 
ment for  the  tests.  In  addition,  several 
possible  quick  methods  for  the  identi- 
fication of  stale  cane  are  to  be  explored. 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute  is  continuing 
work  on  its  new  process  for  making  dex- 
tranase.  This  is  the  enzyme  which  can 
destroy  dextran  after  it's  formed.  Pilot 
equipment  is  being  assembled  to  pro- 
duce enough  dextranase  for  runs  at  the 
Audubon  mill.  It  was  hoped  that  dex- 
tranase for  a  full  scale  factory  test 
could  be  supplied  by  Miles  Laboratories, 
who  would  in  turn  obtain  the  dextranase 
from  Japan.  However,  these  plans  have 
not  materialized. 

A  proposed  information  brochure  on 
dextran  —  one  with  a  question-answer 
format  —  was  presented  and  reviewed  by 
the  group.  The  Cooperative  Extension 
Service  will  rush  the  brochure  into  print 
so  it  can  be  distributed  to  growers  and 
processors  before  the  start  of  the  season. 

It's  known,  of  course,  that  the  best 
ways  to  avoid  dextran  in  sugar,  are  to 
bring  fresh,  undamaged  cane  to  the  mill, 
to  process  it  as  soon  as  possible,  and  to 
observe  good  sanitation  in  the  factory. 
These  are  matters  requiring  manage- 
ment rather  than  technical  attention  on 
the  part  of  both  grower  and  processor. 

Wha  everyone  hopes  for  is  cool,  clear 
weather.  Along  with  good  practices  in 
field  and  factory,  these  conditions  should 
bring  low  dextran  production  and  no 
financial  losses  should  occur  from  this 
source. 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 


By 

Thomas  M.  Warner 


Membership  Votes  on  Dues  Level 

At  a  September  26  special  meeting  in 
New  Iberia,  the  membership  voted  786- 
64  with  10  abstaining  to  increase  League 
dues  by  one  cent  per  ton  on  the  1986 
crop  and  an  additional  one  cent  on  the 
1987  crop.  The  additional  revenue  will 
be  used  strictly  for  research  purposes,  as 
described  in  a  recent  issue  of  The  Sugar 
Bulletin.  With  the  increase,  the  dues 
level  will  be  nine  cents  per  ton  for  the 

1986  crop  and  10  cents  per  ton  for  the 

1987  and  subsequent  crops. 


ger.  The  bidding  was  lively  and  resulted 
in  a  winning  bid  of  $800  by  Mr.  J.  G. 
Beaud,  Sr.  Our  sincere  thanks  and  appre- 
ciation go  out  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beaud 
for  their  support.  The  proceeds  from  the 
auction  will  go  directly  to  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  Foundation,  which 
is  dedicated  to  sugar  cane  research. 

If  anyone  knows  of  any  type  of  busi- 
ness that  would  be  interested  in  selling 
FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL,  please  let 
us  know  in  the  League  office  and  we 
will  have  someone  call  on  them. 


From  The  Sugar  Bowl 

Sales  of  the  League's  cookbook,  FROM 
THE  SUGAR  BOWL,  are  going  very 
well.  Our  initial  order  of  5000  books 
should  soon  be  gone.  A  second  printing 
order  has  been  given  to  the  printer  and 
should  arrive  in  time  for  Christinas  sales. 
Anyone  interested  in  giving  the  cook- 
book as  a  Christmas  gift  and  who  has 
not  ordered,  should  get  their  order  in 
soon.  The  sale  of  the  books  has  gone 
much  quicker  than  anticipated. 

The  first  official  copy  of  FROM  THE 
SUGAR  BOWL  was  auctioned  off  at  the 
September  26  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League.  The 
auctioneer,  for  the  event  was  Gilbert  J. 
Durbin,  retired  League  General  Mana- 
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Louisiana  Sugar  Mills 

A   total   of   21    raw    sugar   mills   will 
operate  during  the   1986  harvest.   They 
are  as  follows: 
Alma 

Breaux  Bridge  Sugar  Coop. 
Caire  and  Graugnard 
Cajun  Sugar  Coop. 
Caldwell  Sugars  Coop. 
Cinclare 
Cora-Texas 

Evan  Hall  Sugar  Coop. 
Enterprise  (Patout) 
Glenwood  Sugar  Coop. 
Iberia  Sugar  Coop. 
Lafourche  Sugars  ( Leighton ) 
Savoie  Industries  (Lula) 
Teche  Sugar  Co.  (Oaklawn) 
St.  James  Sugar  Coop. 
St.  Mary  Sugar  Coop. 
Sterling  Sugars 

Dugas  and  LeBlanc  (Westfield) 
St.  Martin  Sugar  Coop. 
Jeanerette  Sugar  Co. 
South  Coast  Sugars  (Raceland) 
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FARM  NOTES  BY  DR.  CHARLEY  RICHARD 


Harvest  Recommendations   -   Kleentek  -  Planting  Records 
High  Yield  Winners 


As  harvest  gets  underway,  growers  are 
reminded  of  the  harvesting  recommend- 
tions  which  are  published  by  the  Co- 
operative Extension  Service.  These  recom- 
mendations state  that  stubble  cane 
should  be  harvested  before  plant  cane 
and  also  lists  the  order  that  varieties 
should  be  cut.  Generally  the  earliest 
maturing  varieties  are  CP  76-331,  CP 
70-321,  CP  70-330  and  CP  65-357,  while 
CP  72-356  and  CP  74-383  are  later  matur- 
ing. This  approximate  order  should  be 
followed  in  stubble  crops  taking  into 
account  soil  types  to  avoid  getting  caught 
in  poor  lands  during  bad  weather.  Some 
growers  try  to  leave  some  second  stubble 
for  later  in  the  season  so  that  during  bad 
weather  they  can  harvest  these  fields 
which  would  normally  be  scheduled  to 
be  plowed  out  the  next  spring. 

Susceptibility  to  deterioration  follow- 
ing cold  weather  changes  the  recom- 
mended order  of  harvest  in  plant  cane. 
CP  72-356  and  CP  70-330  can  deteriorate 
rapidly  after  a  freeze,  CP  72-370,  CP  74- 
383  and  CP  76-331  deteriorate  at  an 
intermediate  rate  and  CP  65-357  and  CP 
70-321  deteriorate  at  the  slowest  rate 
after  a  freeze.  Therefore,  it  is  advisable 
to  follow  this  schedule  to  insure  that  by 
early  December  little  acreage  of  varieties 
which  deteriorate  rapidly  are  left  in  the 
field.  Since  dextran  levels  can  be  a  prob- 
lem in  frozen  cane,  it  will  be  especially 
important  to  follow  this  schedule. 

Kleentek 

Mr.  Terry  Anderlini,  representative 
with  Crop  Genetics  International,  reports 
that  enough  acres  of  Kleentek  seed  cane 
have  been  bought  to  plant  approximately 
2800  acres  in  the  belt  in  1986.  This  is 
primarily  of  three  varieties  (CP  65-357, 
CP  72-370  and  CP  74-383)  with  a  small 
amount  of  CP  48-103  to  sec  how  tins 
variety  will  perform.  He  indicates  that 
the  company  should  plant  about  650 
acres  of  seed  this  year  at  their  three 
seed   farms   for  sale  and  distribution   in 


1987.  CP  70-321  will  be  available  next 
year. 

The  League,  USDA  and  LSU  are  con- 
tinuing the  research  with  Kleentek.  This 
year  we  will  be  harvesting  first  stubble 
test  plots  for  comparison  to  commercial 
varieties.  In  addition  to  evaluating  yield, 
we  are  also  trying  to  evaluate  the  varia- 
tion and  disease  spread  within  Kleentek 
seed  cane.  We  will  report  the  research 
findings  to  the  industry  as  we  gather 
more  information  on  these  tissue  culture 
produced  canes. 

Planting  Records 

Growers  are  reminded  to  spend  what- 
ever time  it  takes  to  make  sure  their 
1986  planting  maps  and  records  are  in 
accurate  condition  before  it  escapes  their 
memory.  Most  growers  now  have  acreage 
of  at  least  five  different  varieties  and 
some  have  acreage  in  as  many  as  eight 
varieties.  On  top  of  that  all  growers 
should  have  fields  of  heat  treated  seed 
of  various  progenies  and  many  now  have 
Kleentek.  These  planting  records  and 
maps  are  extremely  important  to  keep 
varieties  straight  in  the  field.  This  is 
especially  important  in  keeping  heat- 
treated  seed  and  Kleentek  separated 
from  regular  plantings.  We  can  help 
separate  different  varieties  in  the  field, 
but  we  usually  have  a  hard  time  trying 
to  separate  progeny  of  heat-treated  seed 
from  commercial  planting  of  the  same 
variety.  Planting  records  are  not  only 
important  to  help  in  selecting  seed  fields 
the  next  year,  but  are  crucial  for  check- 
ing and  spraying  for  borers,  spraying 
herbicides,  and  scheduling  the  proper 
sequence  in  harvesting.  The  records  can 
also  help  you  by  keeping  track  of 
optimum  planting  times  for  the  different 
varieties  on  an  individual  farm  basis 
while  results  of  different  herbicide  pro- 
grams can  keep  track  of  their  effective- 
ness on  your  soil  types  with  your  grass 
pressure. 

(Continued  on  page  11) 
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Keep  your  cane  fields  clean 
all  the  way  to  spring. 

Spray  Sinbar'  at  planting. 


Weeds  can  consume  a  lot  of  moisture 
and  soil  nutrients  from  your  fields  over 
the  winter  months.  Moisture  and  nutri- 
ents your  young  cane  will  need  to  grow  on 
next  spring. 

That's  why  you  should  apply  Du  Pont 
Sinbar®  weed  killer  at  planting  time. 
Because  SlNBAR  will  control  seedling 
Johnsongrass  and  most  other  annual 
grasses  and  broadleaf  weeds.  Control 
them  right  up  to  the  time  spring  weather 
lets  you  get  in  to  off-bar.  SlNBAR  helps 


your  cane  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start 
it  needs  for  top  yields  at  harvest. 

If  you're  planting  a  sensitive  variety, 
like  48-103,  apply  DuPont  LEXONE®  DF 
weed  killer.  Because  LEXONE  DF  will 
give  you  the  effective  weed  control  you 
want,  without  risk  of  crop  injury.  The 
dry  flowable  DF  formulation  means  no 
rinsing  and  no  waste. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

WITH 

DON  WALLACE 


USDA  ANNOUNCES  NEW  MSP 

Agriculture  Secretary  Richard  Lyng 
announced  September  26  the  new  mar- 
ket stabilization  price  (MSP)  for  raw 
cane  sugar  for  fiscal  year  1987  will  be 
21.78  cents  per  pound,  raw  value.  This 
is  up  from  the  1986  level  of  21.50  cents 
and  the  1985  level  of  21.57  cents.  The 
MSP  is  the  sum  of  the  loan  rate  for 
fiscal  1987  ( 18  cents  per  pound ) ,  the 
adjusted  average  transportation  costs  for 
shipping  raw  cane  sugar  (2.93  cents  per 
pound),  interest  costs  of  repaying  a 
sugar  price  support  loan  at  full  maturity 
(.65  cents  per  pound),  plus  two-tenths 
of  a  cent  per  pound. 

In  his  announcement,  Secretary  Lyng 
also  discussed  the  1987  import  quota  for 
sugar.  As  a  result  of  the  extension  of  the 
quota  for  1985-86  through  December  31, 
1986,  the  import  quota  for  1986-87  does 
not  have  to  be  announced  until  Decem- 
ber 15.  In  previous  years,  USDA  was 
required  to  announce  the  import  quota 
by  September  15.  Lyng  said,  "We  know 
the  industry  is  concerned  that  the  later 
quota  announcement  may  cause  some 
instability  in  the  domestic  market." 
"However,  during  the  period  leading  up 
to  the  quota  announcement,  USDA  will 
be  analyzing  all  of  the  various  factors 
which  go  into  determining  the  import 
quota,  including  any  efforts  to  circum- 
vent the  quota  through  imports  of  sugar- 
containing  products.  This  will  help  to 
assure  that  the  quota  is  set  at  the  appro- 
priate level  in  light  of  the  requirements 
ol   all   pertinent  aspects   of  the   law." 

USDA  ANNOUNCES  LOAN  RATES 
FOR  1986  SUGAR  CROP 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Richard  Lyng 
announced    the    national    price    support 

loan   rate   (or   the    1986-crop  of  domes- 
tically grown  sugar  cane  will  be  IS  cents 


per  pound  and  21.09  cents  per  pound 
for  refined  beet  sugar.  Both  of  these 
rates  will  be  adjusted  to  reflect  the  pro- 
cessing location  and  quality  of  sugar. 
The  support  level  is  the  minimum 
amount  that  must  be  paid  to  growers 
by  a  processor  participating  in  the  price 
support  loan  program.  Loan  amounts 
received  by  processors  will  be  reduced 
4.3  percent  as  a  result  of  the  fiscal  year 
1986  sequestration  order  under  the 
Gramm/Rudman/Hollings  budget  deficit 
bill.  Similarly  the  minimum  support 
levels  will  also  reflect  the  4.3  percent 
reduction. 

Regional   loan   rates    for    cane    sugar, 
raw  value  are  as  follows: 
Region  Cents  per  pound 

Florida  $.1812 

Louisiana  .1866 

Texas  .1810 

Hawaii  .1752 

Puerto  Rico  .1820 

At  press  time,  the  sugar  loan  regula- 
tions had  not  completed  the  clearance 
process  at  USDA  and  OMB.  Local  ASCS 
offices  must  have  these  loan  regulations 
before  any  sugar  loans  can  be  made. 
USDA  staffers  have  indicated  it  could 
be  at  least  October  20  before  the  final 
regulations  have  been  approved. 

HOUSE   &   SENATE  TAX   ACTION 
ON  LIMITATION  AMENDMENT 

The  House  of  Representatives  adopted 
a  compromise  farm  payment  limitation 
amendment  to  the  continuing  resolution 
following  negotiations  between  Agricul- 
ture Committee  Chairman  Kika  de  la 
Car/a  (D-Tex.),  ranking  minority  mem- 
ber Representative  Madigan  (R-lll.)  and 
Representative  Conte  (R-Mass.),  author 
of    the    amendment.    Without   the    com- 

( Continued  on  page  11) 
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The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Cookbook 

FromThe  SuCjdr  (33oU?l 


torn  I  he 

Suciar 


FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL  recipes  were  submitted  by 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.  Each  recipe  uses  sugar— the  natural  sweetener 
containing  only  16  calories  per  teaspoon. 


Itfptff 


A  must  for  collectors— 
The  perfect  gift  for  a  friend- 
Order  today  to  assure  your 
First  edition  copy! 


^Zr      ^  Collection  of  Cajun  Recipes  From  Louisiana 
Sugar  Families  and  Their  Friends 

^^f     A  Complete  Cookbook  with  500  Recipes  Rang- 
ing From  Appetizers  to  Desserts 

^~f     Full  Color  Spiral-Bound  Cover:  Cross  Indexed 
For  Easy  Reference 

^^f     Proceeds  Benefit  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane 
Research 


^^f    Custom  Packed  in 
Cartons  of  12  or  24 


Mail  checks  to:  FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 

416  Whitney  Building 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
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1936  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 
(1935  CROP) 


1. 

2. 
3. 

4. 
5. 

6. 

7. 


5- 

50- 

100- 

200- 

500- 

1000- 


49.9  acres 

99.9  acres 

199.9  acres 

499.9  acres 

999.9  acres 

2499.9  acres 


2500  acres  or  more 


District  Winners 


DISTRICT  1  -  Lafayette,    St.    Martin    and  Vermilion  Parishes 

Group  Name  Address  Yield  (lbs.) 


1  None 

2  None 

3  Patrick  Laperouse 

4  Adam  &  Bernard  Laviolette 

5  Albert  Brothers 

6  None 

7  None 


St.  Martinville 
St.  Martinville 
St.  Martinville 


6591 
6658 
5797 


DISTRICT  2  -  Iberia   and   St.   Mary   Parishes 


1  Barry  Clements 

2  Robert  Judice,  Jr. 

3  A  and  S  Farms 

4  Warren  Patout  Farms 

5  Viator  Brothers 

6  Luke  Brothers 

7  None 


Franklin 

Franklin 

Jeanerette 

Jeanerette 

Jeanerette 

C  enter  ville 


DISTRICT  3  —  Assumption,  Lafourche  and  Terrebonne  Parishes 


1  Tommy  Richard 

2  Simon  Landry 

3  Denis  Knobloch 

4  Acosta  Brothers 

5  Matherne  Brothers 

6  E.  G.  Robichaux  Estate 

7  South  Coast  Sugars 


Raceland 

Belle  Rose 

Raceland 

Thibodaux 

Thibodaux 

Labadieville 

Raceland 


Acres 


184 
394 
558 


5736 

6 

6822 

57 

6583 

119 

6166 

203 

5703 

622 

5354 

1399 

7411 

32 

6745 

67 

6808 

129 

6904 

285 

6789 

556 

6294 

1665 

5140 

4258 

DISTRICT  4  —  Ascension,    Iberville,     Pointe    Coupee,    St.    Charles,    St.    James. 


St.    John,    and  West  Baton    Parishes 


B  &  G  Farm 
Oliver  Blanchard 
Randall  Rivere 
L.  G.  Adams 
Ourso  Farms 
T.  Lanaux  &  Sons 
None 


Hester 
Belle  Rose 
White  Castle 
White  Castle 
White  Castle 
Edgard 


5562 

82 

6844 

149 

7743 

261 

6176 

520 

5439 

1156 
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1986  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 
(1985  CROP) 


St.    Mary    County    Agent    Lynn    Simon,    left,    stands    with    Barry    Clements    of  Franklin,   who 
produced  5736  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  6  acres. 


Matherne  Brothers  of  Thibodaux,  6789  pounds  of    sugar    per    acre    on    556    acres.    From    left, 
J.  C.  "Jake"  Matherne,  Kirlin  Matherne,  Clarence  "Buck"  Matherne,  and  Francis   Matherne. 
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1936  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 
(1985  CROP) 


Evrol  Becnel  of  B&G  Farm,  Hester, 
6127  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on 
42  acres. 


Oliver  Blanchard  (center)  of  Belle 
Rose,  5502  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre 
on  82  acres.  With  Blanchard  are  his 
sons   Rusty  (left)   and  Dale. 
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FARM  NOTES 

(continued  from  page  4) 

High  Yield  Winners 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  Bulletin 
can  be  found  the  list  of  award  winners 
recently  announced  at  the  annual  High 
Yield  Awards  Luncheon.  Congratulations 
go  out  to  each  of  these  on  their  fine 
accomplishments  in  achieving  these 
yields.  These  awards  should  serve  as 
an  incentive  to  all  growers  to  try  to 
achieve  the  best.  In  a  number  of  cases, 
the  winners  have  received  the  same 
award  in  consecutive  years.  These  grow- 
ers apparently  have  a  good  handle  on 
what  it  takes  to  make  a  good  crop  of 
cane  and  their  practices  can  be  an  ex- 
ample to  all  of  us. 

WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

( Continued  from  page  6 ) 

promise  amendment,  resolution  would 
have  limited  total  farm  program  benefits, 
including  loans,  to  $250,000.  The  com- 
promise, reached  only  hours  before  legis- 
lation was  to  be  considered,  was  offered 
under  unanimous  consent  agreement  and 
will  take  effect  with  the  1987  crop. 
Among  other  provisions,  it  allows  the 
continued  operation  of  the  non-recourse 
loan  program  with  no  limit  or  restriction. 
This  is  the  main  provision  that  would 
have  affected  the  sugar  loan  program. 

Meanwhile,  the  Senate  Appropriations 
Committee  reported  its  version  of  the 
continuing  resolution  with  no  payment 
limitation  language.  However,  Senator 
Tom  Harkin  (D-Iowa)  offered  a  similar 
amendment  on  the  Senate  floor  limiting 
farm  program  benefits  to  $500,000,  in- 
cluding non-recourse  loans,  for  wheat, 
feed  grains,  cotton,  rice  and  honey. 
Sugar  was  not  included  in  his  amend- 
ment. A  point  of  order  was  raised  that 
the  amendment  was  not  germane  to  the 
continuing  resolution  and  should  not  be 
considered.  On  a  52-47  roll  call  vote, 
the  Senate  agreed  that  the  amendment 
was  not   germane   and  it  was   rejected. 

After  the  Senate  passes  the  continuing 
resolution,  a  joint  Senate-House  con- 
ference committee  most  likely  will  meet 
to  work  out  the  differences  in  the  two 
versions. 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


Mailing  List  Update 


□  Address  change.  Please  attach  top 
portion  of  front  cover  containing  your 
name  and  address. 


□  I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  THE  SUGAR 
BULLETIN.  Please  remove  my  name 
from  your  mailing  list. 
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City. 


State. 


Zip- 
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For  changes  in  present  subscription,  ad- 
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FARM  NOTES  BY  DR.  CHARLEY  RICHARD 


Harvest  Report  -  Dextran  Results  -  Polado 


As  of  this  writing,  October  21,  harvest- 
ing is  looking  better  with  the  return  of 
good  weather.  After  a  good  start  for 
those  mills  that  began  on  Oct.  6  &  7, 
rain  caused  severe  mud  problems  and 
poor  recoveries  from  the  9th  through 
the  15th.  Recoveries  dropped  to  near  100 
lbs.  Since  then,  good  weather  has  raised 
recoveries  to  good  levels  with  many  mills 
now  reporting  better  than  170  lbs  CRS. 
For  the  first  week  mills  report  average 
recoveries  in  the  160  to   170  lb  range. 

Most  growers  are  reporting  field  yields 
higher  than  last  year  figures.  These  num- 
bers should  be  looked  at  carefully,  how- 
ever, since  cane  delivered  during  the 
bad  weather  contained  as  much  as  30% 
water  and  mud  and  most  of  this  cane 
was  unburnt.  Despite  these  problems, 
most  growers  still  feel  that  there  crop  is 
at  least  10%  higher  in  yield  than  last 
years. 

Dextran  Results 

Preliminary  results  from  a  test  con- 
ducted by  Dr.  Ben  Legendre  of  the 
USDA  and  this  author  on  the  buildup 
of  dextran  in  stale  cane  supports  what 


Suspension  Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA. 


FERTILIZER 


(318)  367-8233 


has  been  said  about  the  value  of  fresh 
cane.  The  final  results  of  this  test  will 
be  made  available  as  soon  as  all  of  the 
dextran  samples  have  been  analyzed,  but 
preliminary  results  indicate  that  within 
three  days  after  stacking  burnt  cane 
into  a  transloader  stack,  dextran  read- 
ings in  juice  were  at  a  level  in  which 
penalties  would  be  imposed  on  the 
sugar.  At  the  same  time,  cane  cut  and 
kept  on  the  heap  for  this  same  period 
of  time  did  not  show  any  appreciable 
buildup  of  dextran  in  the  juice.  All  of 
what  has  been  said  concerning  fresh 
cane  is  vitally  important  in  producing 
sugar  with  low  dextran  levels.  Growers 
should  be  reminded  that  not  only  does 
fresh,  clean  cane  avoid  dextran  prob- 
lems, but  it  also  results  in  the  highest 
yields  of  cane  and  the  highest  sugar 
recoveries. 

Polado 

Most  growers  reporting  on  results  from 
Polado  indicate  exceptionally  good  yields 
of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane.  With  the  warm 
weather  during  the  28  to  35  days  that 
the  Polado  was  on  the  cane,  there  was 
undoubtedly  a  loss  in  tonnage  over  cane 
that  had  not  been  treated.  This  was 
easily  seen  in  areas  in  which  the  plane 
had  missed  or  in  adjacent  blocks  of  cane 
where  untreated  cane  had  grown  con- 
siderably during  this  time.  Whether  or 
not  Polado  treated  sugar  per  acre  was 
more  or  less  than  untreated  cane  won't 
be  known  until  data  is  collected  on  some 
of  the  tests  applied  this  year.  However, 
many  growers  feel  that  the  added  growth 
would  not  have  been  harvested  on  some 
of  this  cane  since  the  cane  was  of  ade- 
quate height  at  the  time  of  treatment. 
Most  growers  that  this  author  has  spoken 
to  feel  that  their  Polado  program  was 
a  success. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

WITH 

DON  WALLACE 


SUGAR  LOANS  STILL 
NOT  AVAILABLE 

At  press  time,  loans  for  1986-crop  sugar 
were  still  not  available  to  processors 
because  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agri- 
culture has  not  approved  and  sent  to 
their  local  ASCS  offices  regulations  on 
how  the  sugar  loans  are  to  be  made. 
Loans  should  have  been  available  on  Oc- 
tober 1,  the  beginning  of  the  new  fiscal 
year.  However,  local  ASCS  offices  cannot 
make  the  loans  until  they  receive  the 
regulations  from  Washington.  We  have 
been  in  touch  with  USDA  officials  and 
have  been  told  that  it  is  just  a  bureau- 
cratic delay  and  that  the  regulations 
will  be  published  shortly.  The  Louisiana 
congressional  delegation  has  been  ad- 
vised of  the  situation  and  some  have 
also  been  in  contact  with  Department 
officials. 

CONGRESS   ADJOURNS   AFTER 
PASSING  CONTINUING 
RESOLUTION 

The  99th  Congress  finally  adjourned 
October  18  almost  three  weeks  after  the 
original  target  date  of  October  3.  Prior 
to  adjournment,  action  on  several  major 
bills  was  completed,  including  the  con- 
tinuing resolution,  immigration  law  re- 
visions, tax  reform  and  anti-drug  legisla- 
tion. 

After  weeks  of  debate,  the  House  and 
Senate  passed  the  "continuing  resolution" 
covering  fiscal  1987  appropriations  for 
all  agencies  and  departments  of  the 
government,  including  agriculture.  The 
measure  was  sent  to  the  White  House 
and  signed  into  law  by  the  President  on 
October  18.  Included  in  the  bill  was  the 
compromise  payment  limitation  amend- 
ment which  was  part  of  the  House  ver- 
sion but  not  the  Senate4.  After  a  joint 
Senate-IIonse  conference  committee  was 


unable  to  reach  agreement  on  the  amnd- 
ment  in  conference,  it  was  decided  that 
a  separate  vote  would  have  to  be  taken 
on  the  House  and  Senate  floors.  During 
consideration  of  the  continuing  resolu- 
tion conference  report,  the  House  voted 
by  voice  vote  to  retain  the  amendment, 
and  the  Senate,  also  on  a  voice  vote, 
agreed  to  accept  the  House's  position. 
Therefore,  the  amendment  stayed  in  the 
final  bill.  As  previously  reported  in  The 
Sugar  Bulletin,  the  original  amendment 
had  put  a  $250,000  limitation  on  all 
price  support  loans,  including  sugar,  but 
a  compromise  was  worked  out  prior  to 
House  passage  excluding  those  loans. 

On  other  sugar  related  legislation, 
attempts  were  made  to  get  an  amend- 
ment approved  which  would  have,  among 
other  provisions,  frozen  sugar  quotas  for 
certain  Caribbean  Basin  countries  at 
this  year's  levels  as  well  as  raised  the 
Philippines  to  a  level  equal  to  the  high- 
est for  any  other  country.  The  amend- 
ment was  attached  to  an  anti-drug  bill 
and  to  a  Commodity  Futures  Trading 
Commission  (CFTC)  bill  on  the  Senate 
floor.  However,  the  full  House  deleted 
the  provision  from  the  drug  bill  and  a 
conference  committee  struck  it  from  the 
CFTC  measure. 

Also,  an  attempt  was  made  to  get  the 
sugar  "drawback"  bill  approved  by  Con- 
gress. This  legislation  would  have  al- 
lowed the  drawback  of  import  duties 
paid  on  raw  sugar  imported  from  No- 
vember 1,  1977  until  March  31,  1985 
provided  that  the  export  of  refined  sugar 
or  sugar-containing  products  occured  be- 
fore October  1,  1991.  The  House  ap- 
proved the  measure  as  part  of  a  mis- 
cellaneous tariff  bill,  but  the  Senate  was 
not  able  to  complete  action  on  it  prior 
to  adjournment. 

(Continued  on  page  9) 
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Keep  your  cane  fields  clean 
all  the  way  to  spring. 

Spray  Smbar*  at  planting. 


Weeds  can  consume  a  lot  of  moisture 
and  soil  nutrients  from  your  fields  over 
the  winter  months.  Moisture  and  nutri- 
ents your  young  cane  will  need  to  grow  on 
next  spring. 

That's  why  you  should  apply  DuPont 
SlNBAR®  weed  killer  at  planting  time. 
Because  SlNBAR  will  control  seedling 
Johnsongrass  and  most  other  annual 
grasses  and  broadleaf  weeds.  Control 
them  right  up  to  the  time  spring  weather 
lets  you  get  in  to  off-bar.  SlNBAR  helps 


your  cane  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start 
it  needs  for  top  yields  at  harvest. 

If  you're  planting  a  sensitive  variety, 
like  48-103,  apply  DuPont  Lexone®  DF 
weed  killer.  Because  LEXONE  DF  will 
give  you  the  effective  weed  control  you 
want,  without  risk  of  crop  injury.  The 
dry  flowable  DF  formulation  means  no 
rinsing  and  no  waste. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 
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FDA  REPORT  SAYS  SUGAR  IS  SAFE 

By:  Jack  O'Connell 
The  Sugar  Association 


A  new  U.S.  Food  and  Drug  Admin- 
istration task  force  report  on  sugar,  con- 
firming that  sugar  is  safe,  is  good  news 
for  the  American  consumer. 

The  report  is  good  news  because  it 
unequivocally  sets  the  record  straight. 
It  says  sugar  is  safe.  A  scientific  docu- 
ment of  this  stature  should  be  very  re- 
assuring to  consumers  who  may  have 
been  confused  and  misled  over  the  years 
by  unsubstantiated  lay   criticism. 

The  in-house  FDA  task  force  spent 
three  years  reviewing  a  10-year  accumu- 
lation of  worldwide  research  on  sugar's 
role  in  nutrition.  Sugar  does  not  cause 
major  diseases,  such  as  diabetes,  heart 
disease,  hypertension  or  cancer,  the 
group  concluded,  and  it  is  not  responsible 
for  problems  like  gallstones,  glucose  in- 
tolerances or  hyperactivity  in  children. 

"Other  than  the  contribution  to  dental 
caries,  there  is  no  conclusive  evidence 
that  demonstrates  a  hazard  to  the  general 
public  when  sugars  are  consumed  at  the 
levels  that  are  now  current  and  in  the 
manner  now  practiced,"  the  report  said. 

Given  the  recent  dramatic  decline  in 
tooth  decay  prevalence  in  the  United 
States,  the  prevailing  opinion  among 
dental  researchers  today  is  that  there 
is  not  a  one-to-one  relationship  between 
sugar  consumption  and  cavities. 

The  FDA  task  force  is  in  excellent 
scientific  company.  In  addition  to  FAS- 
EB,  such  highly  regarded  groups  as  the 
American  Society  for  Clinical  Nutrition 
and  the  American  Council  on  Science 
and  Health  have  also  declared  sugar 
not  guilty  of  many  of  the  charges  that 
have  been  leveled  against  it.  The  task 
force's  conclusions  bring  us  as  close  to 
unanimity  as  the  scientific  community 
ever  gets. 

"The  sugar  industry  has  had  to  live 
with  a  great  deal  of  criticism  over  the 
years,  primarily  from  lay  sources. 

Common  sense  and  years  of  experience 
with  sugar  as  a  kitchen  staple  should 
have  taught  us  that  sugar  is  no  more 
a  threat  to  health  than  anv  other  food 


consumed  in  sensible  quantities.  Now,  in 
addition  to  common  sense,  we  have  a 
thorough  scientific  assessment  from  an 
impeccable  source  —  the  government 
agency  responsible  for  the  safety  of  our 
nation's  food  supply. 

Once  the  news  of  FDA's  work  reaches 
the  American  public,  we  expect  peddlers 
of  myth  and  misinformation  will  have  a 
much  harder  time  selling  unsubstantiated 
theories,  unproven  fad  diets  and  question- 
able nutrition  remedies  to  the  consumer. 

The  sugar  industry  is  deeply  com- 
mitted to  countering  popular  miscon- 
ceptions about  sugar.  We  are  spending 
approximately  $4-million  this  year  on 
an  advertising  and  public  relations  cam- 
paign to  educate  consumers  to  the  fact 
that  sugar  is  safe,  natural  and  suprisingly 
low  in  calories  —  only  16  per  teaspoon. 

In  addition  to  establishing  sugar's 
safety,  the  FDA  report  addresses  several 
related  concerns  about  sugar.  First,  the 
public  will  be  very  interested  to  learn 
that  there  is  nothing  especially  fattening 
about  sugar.  The  report  even  says  that 
overweight  people  eat  less  sugar  than 
lean  people  do. 

A  second  frequently-voiced  complaint 
is  that  sugar  contributes  only  calories  to 
the  diet  but  no  vitamins  or  minerals.  We 
think  the  real  question  is:  does  eating 
sugar  prevent  us  from  getting  needed 
nutrients?  The  answer  is  'No/  according 
to  the  FDA. 

We  would  add  that  one  of  the  benefits 
of  sugar  is  that  is  makes  foods  —  nutri- 
tious foods  —  taste  better.  Sugar  also 
performs  many  functions  in  food  in 
addition  to  sweetening  —  preserving, 
bodying,  browning.  It's  necessary  from 
a  food  technology  point  of  view. 

Although  the  FDA  report  on  sugar 
contains  nothing  scientifically  contro- 
versial, I  would  not  be  surprised  if  critics 
surface.  Many  people  have  a  hard  time 
saying  nice  things  about  sugar.  Maybe 
thev  feel  that  something  that  tastes  good 
can't  possibly  be  good  for  us. 

The  key  is  to  eat  a  balanced  diet, 
use   sugar   in    moderation    and   enjoy   it. 
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Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop. 


Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable 
protection  from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do  better 
than  SENCOR  herbicide  and 
GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you  control  of 
grass  and  broadleaf  weeds 
before  they  become  a 
problem.  Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of  sugar- 
cane borer,  and  long 
residual  control  even  in 
hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you  ap- 
plication flexibility,  at  a  price 
that  makes  good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE. 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg.  TMs  of  the  Parent  Company 

of  Farbenfabriken  Bayer  GmbH,  Leverkusen, 

NOVEMBER  1,  1986 


f£ 


Mobay  Chemical  Corporation 

Agricultural  Chemicals  Division 
Box  4913,  Kansas  City,  MO  64120 


DEXTRAN  AND  THE 
LOUISIANA  SUGAR  INDUSTRY 


The  following  is  a  list  of  common 
questions  that  a  farmer  may  have  con- 
cerning dextran  and  the  answers  to  these 
questions.  Additional  information  can  be 
obtained  by  contacting  the  Louisiana 
Cooperative  Extension  Service  in  your 
parish. 

What  is  Dextran? 

Dextran  is  a  jelly-like  substance  pro- 
duced by  the  activity  of  the  bacteria 
( Leuconostoc  mesenteroides )  when  they 
come  into  contact  with  sucrose.  They 
change  sucrose  into  dextran,  the  amount 
depending  on  amount  of  bacteria  present 
and  other  factors  such  as  time,  tempera- 
ture and  humidity. 

Why  is  it  a  Problem? 

Dextran  interferes  with  the  production 
of  sugar.  In  a  raw  sugar  house  it  causes 
a  slow  down  in  factory  operation  and 
decreased  sugar  recoveries.  It  can  affect 
the  shape  of  the  sugar  crystals.  Some  of 
the  dextran  that  is  found  in  juice  passes 
into  the  raw  sugar  and  is  sent  to  the 
refiner.  At  the  refinerv  it  causes  the 
same  problems  that  are  found  in  the  raw 
sugar  house.  Dextran  will  then  be  found 
in  the  refined  sugar,  where  at  low  levels, 
in  the  vicinity  of  1  part  in  5000  (200 
parts  per  million ) ,  it  causes  quality  prob- 
lems to  the  refiner's  customers. 

Where  is  it  formed? 

Dextran  will  be  formed  anywhere  the 
bacteria  find  sucrose  solutions  and  favor- 
able  growth  conditions. 

Where  are  the  bacteria  found? 

These  bacteria  are  normally  found  in 
the  soil.  Infection  is  possible  anyplace 
sucrose  comes  into  contact  with  the  soil 
or  dust  particles. 


What  are  the  favorable  conditions 
for  dextran  formation? 

Temperatures  between  50  and  95°  F, 
and  high  humidity  are  optimum  for  dex- 
tran production.  The  higher  the  tempera- 
ture and  humidity,  the  faster  the  dex- 
tran production. 

Can  dextran  be  produced  inside 
sugar  cane? 

Not  normally,  however,  cane  that  is 
severely  damaged  can  be  infected  by 
these  bacteria.  Dextran  will  be  produced 
inside  this  infected  cane.  This  can  be 
physical  damage  (mechanical)  and 
weather  damage  (storms  and  freezing). 

What  percent  of  dextran  comes  into 
a  raw  sugar  house  from  the  field? 

There  is  no  firm  estimate  of  this.  It 
will  vary  with  field  conditions,  weather 
conditions  and  from  mill  to  mill.  In 
1985,  however,  high  dextran  in  sugar 
occurred  primarily  after  bad  weather  — 
especially  after  Hurricane  Juan. 

How  much  dextran  can  be  brought 
to  a  factory  without  causing  problems? 

Currently  there  is  no  answer  to  this 
question,  however  dextran  in  juice  of 
greater  than  1000  ppm  (Brix)  will 
usually  result  in  sufficient  dextran  in 
sugar  to  bring  penalties. 

How  is  dextran  measured? 

There  are  currently  three  available 
tests  for  dextran,  the  Haze  Test,  the 
Roberts  Test  and  ASI  II  Test.  Each  of 
these  methods  have  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages. None  of  them  produce  a 
rapid  answer  as  to  the  amount  of  dex- 
tran present.  Sugar  contracts  have  the 
Haze  Test  written  in  as  the  method  of 
choice. 


Prepared  by  Dr.  Donald  B.  Fontenot,  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Service  and  Dr.  Donal 
F.  Day,  Audubon  Sugar  Institute,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana.  Cooperating  agencies  include  Louisi- 
ana Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Audubon  Sugar  Institute,  USDA-ARS  Sugar  Cane  Field 
Laboratory,  Houma,  Louisiana,  Sugar  Processing  Research  Inc.,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  and 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A. 
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How  does  the  Haze  Test  work? 

The  Haze  Test  is  based  on  the  fact 
that  dextran  will  produce  a  measurable 
cloudy  solution  when  suspended  in  50 
percent  alcohol.  This  test  is  repeatable, 
but  not  necessarily  very  accurate.  It  can 
only  be  used  on  sugar  (not  juice). 

How  long  does  it  take 
dextran  to  form  in  cane? 

Whole  stalk,  undamaged  cane,  under 
normal  conditions  may  not  form  appreci- 
able dextran  for  the  first  three  days 
after  cutting.  This  time  period  depends 
upton  the  temperature  and  humidity. 
When  it  is  warm  and  humid  (as  in  the 
beginning  of  the  harvest  season)  de- 
terioration is  quicker.  The  rate  of  forma- 
tion is  rapid  once  it  starts,  and  within 
one  day  the  cane  may  be  loaded  with 
dextran. 

What  factors  in  the  field 
enhance  dextran  formation? 

Laying  the  cane  in  the  soil,  running 
over  it  with  tractors,  burning,  freezing 
and  splitting,  and  leaving  it  too  long  in 
transloader  piles  can  cause  dextran  to 
build  up,  even  when  temperatures  are 
cool.  Cane  should  be  cut,  burned  and 
moved  to  the  factory  in  the  shortest 
possible  time. 

Will  allowing  the  cane  to  get  old 
enhance  the  pol  reading  on  the  juice? 

The  small  amount  of  drying  out  of 
the  cane  is  not  offset  by  the  risk  of 
delivering  reduced  quality  cane.  Deliver 
as  soon  as  possible  for  maximum  ef- 
ficiency. 

How  much  bad  cane  is  necessary 
to  cause  problems  for  the  factory? 

One  truckload  of  high  dextran  cane 
can  upset  a  factory  for  a  day  or  more. 
The  farmer  should  bring  samples  to  the 
mill  if  freshness  is  in  doubt. 

What  is  the  best  way  to 
maximize  profits? 

Bring  the  mill  the  freshest  possible 
cane.  The  factory  needs  to  observe 
simple  sanitation  precautions,  and  mill 


the  cane  as  soon  as  possible  after  it  is 
delivered.  These  steps  will  have  a  good 
payout  in  eliminating  penalties  and  im- 
proving sugar  yields. 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(continued  from  page  4) 

IMMIGRATION  BILL  APPROVED 

Compromise  legislation  to  revise  U.S. 
immigration  laws  also  passed  the  Con- 
gress prior  to  adjournment,  and  the 
President  has  indicated  he  will  sign  the 
bill.  The  bill  provides  amnesty  to  illegal 
aliens  who  came  to  the  U.S.  before 
1982,  criminal  and  civil  penalties  for 
employers  who  hire  illegal  aliens  in  the 
future  and  increased  funding  for  border 
enforcement.  The  bill  also  gives  aliens 
who  worked  at  least  90  days  in  U.S. 
agriculture  between  May  1,  1985,  and 
May  1,  1986,  temporary  resident  status. 
After  two  years,  those  aliens  would  be- 
come permanent  residents.  Aliens  who 
can  prove  they  worked  90  days  a  year 
in  U.S.  agriculture  for  the  last  three 
years  would  aualify  for  permanent  resi- 
dent status  after  one  year.  If  the  pro- 
gram does  not  attract  enough  labor  to 
satisfy  the  U.S.  agricultural  needs,  the 
government  could  approve  the  entry  of 
"replenishment"  workers,  who  would  be- 
come eligible  for  temporary  residence  if 
they  work  in  agriculture  for  three  years. 
The  H2  program  under  which  foreign 
agricultural  workers  are  brought  in  tem- 
porarily by  the  Labor  Department  for 
seasonal  wok  would  be  simplified. 

NO  SUGAR  FORFEITURES 
FOR  FISCAL  1986 

All  sugar  loans  for  fiscal  year  1986 
were  repaid  by  the  deadline  of  Sep- 
tember 30  according  to  the  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation.  Some  producers  in 
Florida  and  Hawaii  had  filed  intents  to 
forfeit  for  a  total  of  256,000  short  tons  of 
raw  sugar,  but  all  loans  were  redeemed. 


BUY 
U.S.  SAVINGS  BONDS 
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1936  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 
(1985  CROP) 


T.  Lanaux  &  Sons  of  Edgard, 
LA  produced  5439  pounds  of 
sugar  on  1156  acres.  Pictured  is 
Pierre  Lanaux. 


Simon  Landry,  Belle  Rose,  LA, 
produced  6745  pounds  of  sugar 
per  acre  on  67  acres.  L  to  R, 
Simon  Landry  and  Assumption 
County  Agent  Arthur  Bergeron. 
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The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Cookbook 

FromThe  SlKHF  ~DOU?l 


rom  I  he 


FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL  recipes  were  submitted  by 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.  Each  recipe  uses  sugar— the  natural  sweetener 
containing  only  16  calories  per  teaspoon. 


A  must  for  collectors— 
The  perfect  gift  for  a  friend- 
Order  today  to  assure  your 
First  edition  copy! 


^^f    A  Collection  of  Cajun  Recipes  From  Louisiana 
Sugar  Families  and  Their  Friends 

^^f    A  Complete  Cookbook  with  500  Recipes  Rang- 
ing From  Appetizers  to  Desserts 

^~f    Full  Color  Spiral-Bound  Cover:  Cross  Indexed 
For  Easy  Reference 

^£f    Proceeds  Benefit  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane 
Research 


^yr     Custom  Packed  in 
Cartons  of  12  or  24 


Mail  checks  to:  FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 

416  Whitney  Building 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 


copies  at  $12.50  per  book  plus  $1.95  per  book  postage  and  handling,  for  a 


Please  send  me 

total  of  $14.45. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to:  FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 

Name 


Address 
City 


.State. 


.Zip. 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  book  will  be  used  to  further  research  in  the  areas  of  sugar  cane  production  and  processing. 
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1986  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 
(1935  CROP) 


Viator  Brothers,  Jeanerette,  LA 
produced  5703  pounds  of  sugar 
per  acre  on  622  acres.  From  left, 
standing,  J.C.  Viator,  St.  Mary 
County  Agent  Lynn  Simon,  and 
Roy  Viator,  (rocking)  Wilson 
and  Dudley  Viator. 


Patrick  Laperouse,  St.  Martinvillc,  LA  produced  0591   pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on   184  acres. 
From  left,   Patrick    Laperouse    and    St.    Martin   County   Agent  James   Devillier. 
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We  stand  for  the  encouragement  of  Home 
Industries  as  against  Foreign  Competition 
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The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Cookbook 

ftomThe  Sugar  ^oipI 


rom  the 

at 


FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL  recipes  were  submitted  by 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.  Each  recipe  uses  sugar— the  natural  sweetener 
containing  only  16  calories  per  teaspoon. 


A  must  for  collectors— 
The  perfect  gift  for  a  friend- 
Order  today  to  assure  your 
First  edition  copy! 


w£r     A  Collection  of  Cajun  Recipes  From  Louisiana 
Sugar  Families  and  Their  Friends 

^£r     A  Complete  Cookbook  with  500  Recipes  Rang- 
ing From  Appetizers  to  Desserts 

^£r     Full  Color  Spiral-Bound  Cover:  Cross  Indexed 
For  Easy  Reference 

X^r     Proceeds  Benefit  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane 
Research 


X^r     Custom  Packed  in 
Cartons  of  12  or  24 


Mail  checks  to:  FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 

416  Whitney  Building 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 


copies  at  $12.50  per  book  plus  $1.95  per  book  postage  and  handling,  for  a 


Please  send  me 

total  of  $14. 45. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to:  FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 

Name 


Address 
City 


.State. 


.Zip. 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  book  will  be  used  to  further  research  in  the  areas  of  sugar  cane  production  and  processing. 
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FARM  NOTES  BY  DR.  CHARLEY  RICHARD 


Crop  Report  -  Polado  -  Core  Sampler  Variation  -  Scrapping 


As  of  this  writing,  Nov.  5,  most 
growers  are  reporting  very  good  yields 
of  cane  tonnage  for  most  varieties.  There 
have  been  a  few  reports  of  light  stalks, 
some  of  which  were  in  CP  72-356  which 
had  turned  yellow  following  infestations 
by  the  yellow  sugar  cane  aphid.  Many 
growers  are  reporting  field  yields  at 
least  10%  higher  than  second  stubble 
harvested  last  year. 

Polado 

Yields  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  have 
been  very  good  in  most  Polado  treated 
cane  when  harvested  in  good  weather. 
During  wet  conditions  sugar  recovery 
has  fallen  off  sharply.  By  the  end  of  the 
third  week  of  harvest,  the  average  sugar 
recovery  of  the  industry  was  near  170 
pounds.  Considering  the  numerous  wet 
spells  already  encountered,  this  recovery 
looks  good.  Most  growers  have  noted  a 
sizeable  drop  in  recovery  in  untreated 
cane  as  compared  to  the  Polado  treated 
cane.  Cooler,  drier  weather  should  en- 
hance maturity  and  overall  recovery 
should  continue  to  rise.  Most  growers 
have  finished  harvesting  their  poorer 
quality  cane  and  are  now  shipping  better 
cane  to  the  mill. 

A  number  of  growers  have  commented 
on  good  sugar  recovery  from  CP  74-383. 
All  available  tests  have  indicated  this 
variety  to  be  lower  in  sugar  and  later  in 
maturity  than  most  other  varieties.  This 
would  be  the  second  year  in  a  row  that 
commercially  grown  CP  74-383  out  per- 
forms its  expectations.  CP  72-370  has 
given  high  sugar  recoveries  and  especial- 
ly when  treated  with  Polado.  CP  72-356 
in  many  areas  has  been  a  little  dis- 
uniting in  yield. 

Core  Sampler  Variation 
Every  year  the  question  arises  as  to 
why  a  grower  gets  a  belter  CRS  at  one 

mill    than    he  does   with    the   same   cane 


at  a  second  mill.  There  are  many  possible 
answers  and  growers  should  not  be  too 
quick  to  think  that  errors  have  been 
made.  To  begin  with,  there  is  consider- 
able variation  in  CRS  from  stalk  to  stalk 
within  a  field.  This  is  why  in  research 
we  always  try  to  take  as  many  samples 
as  possible.  Even  in  variety  test  plots, 
where  we  normally  have  three  samples 
per  variety  per  test,  we  can  get  over  10% 
variation.  This  20  lb  variation  is  among 
hand  picked  stalks  that  are  generally  not 
broken  and  have  no  mud  on  them.  When 
you  add  the  variation  that  commercial 
harvesting  and  loading  causes  along  with 
mud,  the  variation  can  become  quite 
high.  Before  any  comparisons  should  be 
made  by  growers  who  split  ship  to  more 
than  one  mill,  they  should  compile  at 
least  a  week's  worth  of  samples  and 
check  to  be  sure  that  they  are  actually 
sending  the  same  variety  and  quality7 
cane  to  each  mill.  Chances  are  the  num- 
bers will  all  average  out  over  time. 

Scrapping  and  Mechanical  Pilers 

This  year  many  growers  report  that 
scrappers  are  doing  a  good  job  and  the 
operation  is  usually  profitable.  Although 
we  do  have  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
crop  that  is  lodged,  at  least  there  are 
some  fields  where  cane  is  still  straight 
and  a  grower  does  not  have  to  con- 
stantly fight  the  downed  cane.  Many 
growers  are  again  using  various  models 
of  mechanical  pilers.  Some  appear  to  be 
working  better  than  others  when  it 
comes  to  lifting  the  cane  off  the  row 
without  pushing  the  cane  and  mud 
ahead  of  it.  In  most  cases  those  growers 
who  use  a  mechanical  piler  have  lower 
mud  readings  in  the  core  sampler  lab 
than  those  who  don't.  Mud  is  costing 
tin's  industry  a  lot  of  money  and  every 
effort  should  be  taken  to  keep  our  top 
soil  in  the  field  and  ship  as  clean  a  crop 
as   possible. 
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Keep  your  cane  fields  clean 
all  the  way  to  spring. 

Spray  Smear  at  planting. 


Weeds  can  consume  a  lot  of  moisture 
and  soil  nutrients  from  your  fields  over 
the  winter  months.  Moisture  and  nutri- 
ents your  young  cane  will  need  to  grow  on 
next  spring. 

That's  why  you  should  apply  Du  Pont 
SlNBAR®  weed  killer  at  planting  time. 
Because  SlNBAR  will  control  seedling 
Johnsongrass  and  most  other  annual 
grasses  and  broadleaf  weeds.  Control 
them  right  up  to  the  time  spring  weather 
lets  you  get  in  to  off-bar.  SlNBAR  helps 


your  cane  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start 
it  needs  for  top  yields  at  harvest. 

If  you're  planting  a  sensitive  variety, 
like  48-103,  apply  DuPont  Lexone®  DF 
weed  killer.  Because  LEXONE  DF  will 
give  you  the  effective  weed  control  you 
want,  without  risk  of  crop  injury.  The 
dry  flowable  DF  formulation  means  no 
rinsing  and  no  waste. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 


*££  U.S.  RAT  STM  OF* 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


DEMOCRATS  REGAIN  CONTROL 
OF  THE  SENATE 

Voters  in  the  November  5  election 
allowed  the  Democrats  to  regain  control 
of  the  U.S.  Senate  by  a  surprisingly 
large  55  to  45  margin,  electing  11  new 
Democratic  members.  At  the  same  time, 
the  Democrats  picked  up  a  small  number 
of  seats  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
while  the  Republicans  picked  up  eight 
new  governorships.  The  highlights  of  the 
election  include: 

(1)  Thirteen  new  U.S.  senators,  11 
Democrats  and  2  Republicans.  Demo- 
cratic gains  were  heaviest  in  the  South 
and  no  incumbent  Democratic  Senator 
was  defeated.  Two  members  of  the 
Senate  Agriculture  Committee  were  de- 
feated —  Senator  Paula  Hawkins  (R- 
Fla. )  lost  to  Governor  Bob  Graham  ( D ) ; 
and  Senator  Mark  Andrews  (R-N.D.) 
was  defeated  by  Democrat  Kent  Conrad. 
The  chairmanship  of  the  Committee  also 
will  change  hands  from  Senator  Jesse 
Helms  (R-N.C.)  to  Senator  Patrick  Leahy 
(D-Vt. ).  Another  Senator  who  lost  his 
reelection  effort  was  Slade  Gorton  (R- 
Wash. )  sponsor  of  the  Bradley/Gorton 
amendment  in  1985  to  reduce  the  sugar 
price  support  loan  level. 

(2)  A  Democratic  pickup  of  a  least 
four  seats  in  the  House,  a  number  that 
could  increase  to  a  maximum  of  nine 
depending  on  the  outcome  of  five  un- 
decided races.  This  would  give  the 
Democrats  at  least  a  257-173  vote 
majority. 

(3)  Twenty-one  new  governors,  with 
a  net  pickup  of  8  new  governorships  for 
the  Republicans.  This  leaves  the  Demo- 
crats with  an  edge  of  26  to  24,  down 
from  36,  to  14. 

The  Senate  Democrats  are  scheduled 
to  caucus  on  November  20  to  elect  their 
leaders  and  to  decide  on  the  new  com- 
mittee chairmen.  Senator  Bennett  John- 
ston (D-La.)  has  announced  he  is  with- 
drawing liis  bid  to  run  for  Majority 
Leader  against  Senator  Robert  Byrd  (D- 
W.Va. ),  the  current  Minority  Leader  and 
former  Majority  Leader. 


SUGAR  LOANS   NOW  AVAILABLE 

After  a  delay  of  several  weeks,  loans 
for  1986-crop  sugar  beets  and  sugar  cane 
are  now  available  to  processors.  Loan 
regulations  were  published  in  the  Fed- 
eral Register  on  October  29  and  in- 
structions on  how  to  implement  the  loan 
program  were  finally  sent  to  the  state 
ASCS  offices  on  November  4.  Beginning 
wih  the  1986-crop  program,  processors 
will  be  required  to  post  a  bond  or  pro- 
vide other  financial  assurance  that  pro- 
ducers will  receive  the  maximum  bene- 
fits under  the  price  support  program.  In 
addition  to  posting  a  bond  against  the 
processors'  obligations,  two  additional 
options  were  approved  which  sugar  pro- 
cessors may  use  in  fulfilling  this  new 
financial  assurance  requirement.  Pro- 
cessors may  either  file  a  letter  of  credit 
with  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation 
or  obtain  a  waiver  of  claims  for  sugar 
protection  payments  from  growers.  The 
waivers  would  absolve  CCC  of  any  re- 
sponsibility to  pay  those  growers  sugar 
protection  payments  as  provided  in  the 
Food  Security  Act  of  1985.  Details  of 
these  three  options  —  letter  of  credit, 
producer  waiver  and  posted  bond  —  are 
available  through  your  local  ASCS  office. 

USDA  SELLS  REMAINDER 
OF  SUGAR  INVENTORY 

ASCS  Administrator  Milton  Hertz 
announced  last  month  that  the  Com- 
modity Credit  Corporation  sold  36.1 
million  pounds  of  CCC-owned  surplus 
refined  beet  sugar  at  21.91  cents  per 
pound  to  Cargill,  Inc.,  under  a  recent 
invitation  issued  by  CCC  for  competi- 
tive offers  to  purchase  the  remainder  of 
CCC's  sugar  inventory.  Since  June  1985 
CCC  has  sold  254.6  million  pounds  of 
surplus  refined  sugar  acquired  under  the 
1984-crop  price  support  program.  USDA 
announced  in  August  that  the  remainder 
of  CCC-owned  raw  cane  sugar  stocks 
in  Florida  had  been  sold  to  the  People's 
Republic  of  China  for  delivery  during 
January-March  1987.  Completion  of 
these  sales  will  result  in  the  complete 
disposition  of  all  of  CCC's  sugar  in- 
\  (Mi lory. 
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QUEEN  SUGAR  AND  KING  SUCROSE 


Queen  Sugar  XLV  Dana  Louise  Breaux  of  Lafayette,  LA  is  shown  waving  to  the  crowds  at  the 
Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival.  The  new  Queen  is  currently  attending  USL,  majoring  in  Public 
Relations.  King  Sucrose,  Warren  J.  Harang,  III,  is  shown  at  right. 
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AS  APPEARING  IN  NEWSWEEK  MAGAZINE. 

someE»SGSH 


It's  quite  mysterious,  but  someone  is  trying  to 
misinform  America  about  real  sugar.  By  popular- 
izing misconceptions  and  perpetuating  myths. 
By  slanting  the  truth. 

Who  could  be  doing  this?  The  users  of  cheaper 
substitute  sweeteners,  like  corn  syrup?  Misguided 
health  and  diet  faddists?  Artificial  sweetener  manu- 
facturers? Self-proclaimed  "experts"  who  knock 
sugar  to  promote  useless  foods  and  diets? 

We  think  it's  time  you  knew  the  real  truth  about 
real  sugar. 

Sugar  is  a  natural  food. 
Unlike  artificial  sweeteners  that  contain  man-made 
chemicals,  real  sugar  comes  naturally  from  either 
sugar  cane  or  sugar  beets.  Not  from  a  laboratory.  In 
fact,  sugar  is  an  important  member  of  the  carbohy- 
drate family  which  is  used  by  the  body  to  provide 
energy. 

Sugar  isn't  high  in  calories. 
Actually  it  contains  a  lot  less  calories  than  most  peo- 
ple suspect;  only  16  calories  per  teaspoon. 

Sugar  is  safe. 
Artificial  sweeteners  are  required  to  have  warning 
labels.  You'll  never  find  a  warning  label  on  sugar. 
The  U.S.  Food  and  Drug  Administration  has  placed 
sugar  on  its  "Generally  Recognized  as  Safe"  list. 
No  artificial  sweetener  is  on  this  list.  None. 

Sugar  tastes  best. 
Quite  simply,  sugar  is  good  food.  ..good  for  your 
body  and  good  to  your  taste  buds.  It  remains 
unmatched  in  taste.  Unmatched  in  quality  Real 
sugar  has  always  been  the  best.  It  still  is. 

Real    Sugar 

It's  always  been  the  best.  It  still  is. 

The  Sugar  Association  Inc     1511  -K  Street  N  W     Washington,  DC  20005 
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1986  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 
(1985  CROP) 


Adam  and  Bernard  Laviolette  of  St.  Martinville  produced   6658   pounds   of  sugar  per   acre   on 
394  acres.  At  far  left  is  St.  Martin  County  Agent  James  Devillier. 


Warren  Patout   (right)   of  Jeanerette  produced  6166  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  203  acres.  At 
left  is  Iberia  County  Agent  James  Abadie. 
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1936  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 
(1985  CROP) 


E.  G.  Robichaux  Estate  of 
Labadieville  produced  6294 
pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on 
1665  acres.  From  left,  repre- 
senting the  farm  are  Clarence 
Larose    and    George    Randazzo. 


Denis  Knobloch  of  Raceland 
produced  6808  pounds  of  sugar 
per  acre  on  129  acres. 
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1936  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 
(1985  CROP) 


Tommy  Richard  of  Raceland 
produced  7411  pounds  of  sugar 
per  acre  on  32  acres. 


L.  G.  "Sonny"  Adams  (left)  o 
White    Castle    produced    7743 
pounds    of   sugar   per    acre    on 
261  acres.  At  right  is  Iberville 
County  Agent  Mark  Tassin. 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  La.  70390 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  La.  70302 


THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  La.  70181 


CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


COMMERCIAL  BANK  &  TRUST  COMPANY 

521  Main  St.  Franklin,  La.  70538 


DEEP  SOUTH  CO-OP.  ASSN.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  1066  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


F.  C.  SCHAFFER  &  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

1020  Florida  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802 


FREEPORT  SULPHUR  COMPANY 
P.O.  Box  61520  New  Orleans,  La.  70161 


LEMANN'S  FARM  SUPPLY,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  30  Donaldsonvillc,  La.  70346 


Manard  Molasses  Division 
WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

1330  Whitney  Building 
New  Orleans,  La.  70130 


JACKSON  BANK 

FOR  COOPERATIVES 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  Ms.  39236 


OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

New  Iberia,  La.  70560 


Pelican  State  Lime  Division 

RADCLIFF  MATERIALS,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1637  Morgan  City,  La.  70380 


SELF  INSURANCE,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1149 

New  Iberia,  La.  70561-1149 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 


BATON  ROUGE  PRODUCTION 
CREDIT  ASSOCIATION 

P.O.  Box  15427 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70895 


STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 
CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620  New  Orleans,  La.  70160 


ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  La.  70538 


THOMSON  MACHINERY  CO.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  St. 
New  Orleans,  La.  70130 
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The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Cookbook 

FromThe  SuOSJC  ^DOU?l 


—  FrornTtte 
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FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL  recipes  were  submitted  by 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.  Each  recipe  uses  sugar— the  natural  sweetener 
containing  only  16  calories  per  teaspoon. 


A  must  for  collectors— 
The  perfect  gift  for  a  friend- 
Order  today  to  assure  your 
First  edition  copy! 


yg~f    A  Collection  of  Cajun  Recipes  From  Louisiana 
Sugar  Families  and  Their  Friends 

^^r     A  Complete  Cookbook  with  500  Recipes  Rang- 
ing From  Appetizers  to  Desserts 

^~f    Full  Color  Spiral-Bound  Cover:  Cross  Indexed 
For  Easy  Reference. 

^^f    Proceeds  Benefit  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane 
Research 


y^£f    Custom  Packed  in 
Cartons  ofl2  or  24 


Mail  checks  to:  FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 

416  Whitney  Building 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 


copies  at  $12.50  per  book  plus  $1.95  per  book  postage  and  handling,  for  a 


Please  send  me 

total  of  $14.45. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to:  FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 

Name 


Address 
City 


JState. 


-Zip- 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  book  will  be  used  to  further  research  in  the  areas  of  sugar  cane  production  and  processing. 


DECEMBER  1,  1986 


FARM  NOTES  BY  DR.  CHARLEY  RICHARD 


Crop  Report  —  Fresh  Cane  &  Dextran  —  Machinery  Committee 


As  of  this  writing,  November  20,  the 
crop  is  just  over  half  completed.  Tonnage 
reports  from  most  growers  are  holding 
at  near  predicted  levels.  At  this  rate,  the 
industry  could  still  produce  10%  more 
tons  of  cane  per  acre  than  last  year 
despite  the  lodged  condition  of  much  of 
the  plant  cane.  Reports  on  sugar  yields 
continue  to  show  improvement  except 
for  the  losses  which  show  up  during  bad 
weather. 

Fresh  Cane  &  Dextran 

Dextran  is  still  of  great  concern  at  this 
time.  Tests  run  by  Dr.  Ben  Legendre  and 
this  author  indicate  that  mangled  or 
mashed  cane,  as  one  would  scrape  up 
around  a  transloader  stack  deteriorates 
very  rapidly.  Tests  show  that  within  48 
hours  of  cutting  and  mashing,  this  cane 
has  already  produced  enough  dextran  in 
the  juice  to  cause  penalties  in  the  sugar. 
This  means  that  even  if  you  ship  man- 
gled cane  on  the  day  it  is  cut  and 
mangled  around  the  stack,  there  could 
be  dextran  problems  from  it  since  it 
may  not  be  milled  until  late  that  night 
or  even  early  the  next  morning.  This  is 
why  we  recommend  that  transloader 
stacks  be  cleaned  up  several  times  a  day 
and  this  mangled  cane  delivered  immedi- 
ately. Badly  mangled  cane  which  has 
some  mud  with  it  should  probably  not 
be  sent  to  the  mill  at  all,  especially  if 
it  has  been  there  for  more  than  one  day. 
The  same  practices  should  be  true  in  the 
mill  yard.  Cane  that  is  mangled  by  the 
front  end  loaders  should  be  ground 
immediately  and  not  put  into  the  stack. 

These  same  tests  also  show  the  effect 
of  stale  cane  in  producing  sugar  with 
dextran  penalty  levels.  The  importance 
of  fresh  cane  cannot  be  stressed  enough. 
You  must  deliver  as  fresh  cane  as  possi- 
ble if  we  are  to  beat  the  dextran  penal- 
ties. 


Machinery  Committee 

The  USDA  Mechanical  Harvesting 
Advisory  Committee  met  in  Louisiana 
and  Texas  during  mid-November.  A  field 
tour  was  conducted  here  and  in  Texas 
followed  by  a  meeting  of  the  committee 
members  in  Texas.  Committee  members 
from  Louisiana  include  Eugene  Graug- 
nard  and  Charles  Hodson.  Representa- 
tives from  Florida,  Texas,  Hawaii,  Puerto 
Rico  and  Louisiana  were  present.  The 
field  tour  in  Louisiana  emphasized  two 
row  harvesters,  mechanical  pilers,  and 
mechanical  cane  planters.  There  were  a 
number  of  field  stops  made  where  these 
and  other  pieces  of  equipment  were  seen 
in  operation.  Danny  Naquin,  Roland 
Talbot  and  Robert  Aysen  demonstrated 
their  different  mechanical  pilers  to  the 
group.  The  parallel  closing  grab  on  the 
cane  loader  was  also  seen.  Cameco  two- 
row  harvesters  were  seen  at  the  Aysen 
farm  and  on  Cedar  Grove  with  Howard 
Robichaux.  The  Broussard  two-row  har- 
vester was  seen  at  Rienzi  Plantation  with 
Larry  Clement,  Jr.  A  drum  planter  was 
also  seen  at  Rienzi  and  Roland  Talbot's 
version  of  a  slat  planter  was  seen  on  his 
farm.  Dr.  Mike  Mailander  of  the  LSU 
Agricultural  Engineering  Department 
discussed  the  results  of  planter  evalua- 
tion tests  conducted  by  that  department 
earlier  this  fall.  Also  seen  by  the  com- 
mittee was  the  collection  of  old  equip- 
ment at  the  Laurel  Valley  Museum  with 
Jerry  McKee  and  the  cane  handling  and 
core  sampling  system  at  the  Lafourche 
Sugar  Mill  with  Irving  Legendre,  Jr. 
Our  appreciation  goes  out  to  all  of  these 
people  for  taking  time  out  of  their  busy 
schedules  to  demonstrate  their  equip- 
ment. The  tour  went  very  well  and  the 
committee  was  most  interested  in  the 
various  pieces  of  equipment. 
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Keep  your  cane  fields  clean 
all  the  way  to  spring. 

Spray  Sinbar®  at  planting. 


Weeds  can  consume  a  lot  of  moisture 
and  soil  nutrients  from  your  fields  over 
the  winter  months.  Moisture  and  nutri- 
ents your  young  cane  will  need  to  grow  on 
next  spring. 

That's  why  you  should  apply  DuPont 
Sinbar®  weed  killer  at  planting  time. 
Because  SINBAR  will  control  seedling 
Johnsongrass  and  most  other  annual 
grasses  and  broadleaf  weeds.  Control 
them  right  up  to  the  time  spring  weather 
lets  you  get  in  to  off-bar.  Sinbar  helps 


your  cane  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start 
it  needs  for  top  yields  at  harvest. 

If  you're  planting  a  sensitive  variety, 
like  48-103,  apply  DuPont  LEXONE®  DF 
weed  killer.  Because  LEXONE  DF  will 
give  you  the  effective  weed  control  you 
want,  without  risk  of  crop  injury.  The 
dry  flowable  DF  formulation  means  no 
rinsing  and  no  waste. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 


SPU 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

WITH 

DON  WALLACE 


FOURTH  OPTION  APPROVED 
UNDER  SUGAR  LOAN 
REGULATIONS 

U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  officials 
announced  November  12  that  they  would 
allow  a  fourth  option  to  be  used  to  ful- 
fill the  provision  under  the  sugar  loan 
regulations  requiring  processors  to  pro- 
vide financial  assurance  that  producers 
will  receive  the  maximum  benefits  under 
the  price  support  program.  The  three 
options  already  announced  are  posting  a 
bond,  filing  a  letter  of  credit  with  the 
Commodity  Credit  Corporation  or  ob- 
taining a  waiver  of  claims  for  sugar  pro- 
tection payments  from  growers.  The 
fourth  option  will  allow  processors  to 
apply  for  a  10  percent  reduction  in  loan 
proceeds.  Details  of  all  of  these  options 
are  available  from  local  ASCS  offices. 

PRESIDENT  SIGNS  IMMIGRATION 
RILL 

President  Reagan  signed  a  bill  revising 
the  U.S.  immigration  laws  on  November 
6.  The  new  law  grants  amnesty  to  illegal 
aliens  who  moved  to  the  United  States 
before  1982  and  provides  civil  and  crimi- 
nal penalties  for  employers  who  hire 
illegal  aliens  in  the  future.  The  Immi- 
gration and  Naturalization  Service,  which 


Suspension  Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA. 


FERTILIZER 


(318)  367-8233 


has  authority  for  implementing  the 
changes,  has  not  yet  announced  how  the 
new  regulations  will  work.  However, 
most  of  the  major  provisions,  including 
amnesty  and  employer  penalties,  will 
not  go  into  effect  for  six  months. 

As  far  as  alien  farm  workers  are  con- 
cerned, the  bill  would:  (1)  give  aliens 
who  worked  at  least  90  days  in  U.S. 
agriculture  between  May  1,  1985  and 
May  1,  1986,  temporary  resident  status. 
After  two  years,  those  aliens  would  be- 
come permanent  residents;  (2)  aliens 
who  can  prove  they  worked  90  days  a 
year  in  U.S.  agriculture  for  the  last  three 
years  would  qualify  for  permanent  resi- 
dent status  after  one  year;  (3)  if  the  pro- 
gram does  not  attract  enough  labor  to 
satisfy  U.S.  agricultural  needs,  the  gov- 
ernment could  approve  the  entry  of  "re- 
plenishment" workers  who  would  be- 
come eligible  for  temporary  residence  if 
they  work  in  agriculture  for  three  years; 
and,  (4)  the  H2  program  under  which 
foreign  agricultural  workers  are  brought 
in  temporarilly  by  the  Labor  Department 
for  seasonal  work  would  be  simplified. 

SENATE  DEMOCRATS  TO  SELECT 
NEW  COMMITTEE   CHAIRMEN 

As  a  result  of  regaining  control  of 
the  Senate  during  the  November  4  gen- 
eral election,  Democrats  are  caucusing 
at  presstime  to  elect  their  leaders  and 
to  decide  on  the  new  committee  chair- 
men. It  is  expected  that  Senator  Robert 
Byrd  of  West  Virginia  will  be  elected 
Majority  Leader  after  Senator  Bennett 
Johnstons  decided  not  to  make  the  race. 
On  the  Republican  side,  Senator  Robert 
Dole(Kan.)  most  likely  will  be  elected 
Minority  Leader.  The  Democrats  have 
indicated  that  trade  and  agricultural 
policy  will  be  among  the  priority  issues 
to  be  considered   in  the  next  Congress. 

(Continued  on  page  11) 
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SENCOR. 
0UTH9ON. 


Sugarcane  Update. 


Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop. 


Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable 
protection  from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do  better 
than  SENCOR  herbicide  and 
GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you  control  of 
grass  and  broadleaf  weeds 
before  they  become  a 
problem.  Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of  sugar- 
cane borer,  and  long 
residual  control  even  in 
hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you  ap-      %. 
plication  flexibility,  at  a  price 
that  makes  good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE. 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg.  TMs  of  the  Parent  Company 

of  Farbenfabriken  Bayer  GmbH,  Leverkusen. 
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Mobay  Chemical  Corporation 

Agricultural  Chemicals  Division 
Box  4913,  Kansas  City,  MO  64120 


THE  LOUISIANA  SUGAR  CANE  VARIETY 
CENSUS  FOR  1985 

Hugh  P.  Fanguy  and  Donald  B.  Fontenot1/ 


The  1985  sugar  cane  variety  census 
was  conducted  by  personnel  of  the 
Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Service 
in  the  15  parishes  where  sugar  cane  is 
grown  in  Louisiana.  The  sugar  cane  area 
is  divided  into  three  areas  for  reporting 
purposes  (4).  The  Southeastern  Area  is 
the  largest  with  7  parishes  (Ascension, 
Assumption,  l.afourche,  St.  Charles,  St. 
James,  St.  John,  and  Terrebonne)  and 
46%  of  the  state  sugar  cap^  acreage.  The 
Southwestern  Area  is  second  with  5 
parishes  (Iberia,  Lafayette,  St.  Mary,  St. 
Martin  and  Vermillion)  and  42%  of  the 
state  sugar  cane  acreage,  and  the  North- 
ern Area  is  the  smallest  with  3  parishes 
(Iberville,  Point  Coupee,  and  West  Ba- 
ton Rouge)  and  12%  of  the  state  sugar 
cane  acreage. 

The  sugar  cane  acreage  for  seed  and 
milling  in  1985  was  approximately  250,- 
000  acres  (100,000  hectare)  (2).  This  is 
an  increase  of  approximately  9%  over  the 
acreage  reported  during  1984.  The  1985 
crop,  like  the  1984  crop,  was  subjected 
to  unusually  severe  freezing  tempera- 
tures which  ranged  from  10-13°F  and 
which  resulted  in  poor  stubbling,  especi- 
ally in  second-stubble  crops.  The  1985 
crop  was  also  subjected  to  hurricane 
force  winds  from  Hurricane  Danny  dur- 
ing August  and  Hurricane  Juan  during 
October.  The  state  yield  was  24.3  net 
tons  per  acre  for  the  1985  crop  compared 
to  22.0  and  22.9  tons  per  acre  for  the 
1984  and  1983  crops,  respectively   (2). 

Acreage  reported  for  the  different  vari- 
eties represents  the  growers'  preferences 
among  varieties  released  through  the 
cooperative  selection  and  testing  pro- 
grains  in  Louisiana.  The  prefix  CP  refers 
to  varieties  selected  from  true  seed  pro- 
duced at  the  U.S.  Sugar  Cane  Field 
Station  at  Canal  Point,  Florida.  The  CP 
varieties  were  selected  and  tested  in  seed- 
ling, infield  and  outfield  stages  in  Louisi- 


ana. The  variety  selection  and  testing 
program  operates  under  a  cooperative 
agreement  between  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League,  Louisiana  State  University 
and  the  Agricultural  Research  Service  of 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Varieties 

According  to  reports  from  growers,  8 
varieties  were  grown  on  sufficient  acre- 
age to  be  included  in  the  1985  Census 
(Table  1).  This  represents  a  decrease  in 
number  of  varieties  compared  to  1984 
when  11  varieties  were  reported.  Four 
varieties,  NCO  310,  CP  61-37,  CP  48-103, 
and  CP  67-412,  occupy  less  than  1%  of 
the  state  acreage  each,  and  they  were 
removed  from  the  1985  Census.  The  vari- 
ety NCo  310  had  been  removed  from  the 
recommended  variety  list  due  to  its  sus- 
ceptibility to  sugar  cane  smut  ( Ustilago 
scitaminea  Sijdow)  (1).  The  varieties 
CP  61-37,  CP'48-103  and  CP  67-142  have 
been  replaced  by  newer  varieties  with 
higher  sugar  content  and  sugar  per  acre 
yields  (3).  The  varieties  CP  48-103  and 
NCo  310  have  appeared  in  the  Census 
since  they  were  released  30  years  ago. 
CP  48-103,  released  in  1955,  was  the  high 
sucrose  standard  for  many  years  in  the 
Louisiana  industry.  The  fact  that  it  was 
a  very  good  stubbling  variety  which  was 
well  adapted  to  the  sandy  soils  of  the 
Mississippi  River  area  was  the  reason 
for  it  appearing  in  the  Census  for  so 
many  years.  The  variety  NCo  310  re- 
leased in  1954  was  best  known  for  its 
adaptability  to  mechanical  harvesters, 
its  borer  resistance  and  cold  tolerance. 
The  variety  NCo  310  was  best  adored 
to  the  sandy  soils  of  the  Bayou  T>che 
area  where  it  was  the  major  variety  for 
many  years.  The  newlv  released  variety 
CP  76-331  was  reported  on  1%  o^  the 
state1  acreage  during  1985. 


!/  Research  agronomist  with  the  USDA-ARS,  Sugar  Cane  Research  Unit  in  Houma,  Louisiana, 
and  Assistant  specialist  (Agronomy),  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Service  in  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana,  respectively. 
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Varieties  by  Acreage 

The  leading  variety  in  the  state  was 
CP  70-321  being  reported  on  38%  of  the 
total  acreage  during  1985  (Table  1). 
The  variety  CP  70-321  was  equal  to  CP 
65-357  in  plant  cane  yield  of  sugar  per 
acre  but  significantly  higher  in  first  and 
second  stubble  in  outfield  experiments 
on  light  soil  during  1984  ( 5 ) .  The  variety 
also  has  the  advantage  of  being  resis- 
tant to  sugar  cane  smut. 

The  second  most  popular  variety  was 
CP  65-357  being  grown  on  29%  of  the 
state  acreage.  This  variety  has  been  the 
leading  variety  in  the  state  over  an  8- 
year  period,  from  1977  through  1984.  It 
peaked  at  71%  of  the  state  acreage  dur- 
ing 1980  and  has  declined  since  that  time 
(Table  2).  The  reduction  of  42%  in  acre- 
age over  the  5  year  period  represents  a 
drop  of  approximately  8%  per  year  for 
the  variety.  The  variety  continues  to 
yield  well  in  plant-cane  tests,  but  low 
stubble  yields  have  been  recorded  follow- 
ing low  winter  temperatures  in  outfield 
plots. 

The  third  most  popular  variety  during 
1985  was  CP  72-356  occupying  10%  of 
the  state  acreage.  This  variety  is  a  strong 
stubbling  variety  which  exceeded  CP  65- 


357  in  sugar  per  acre  in  both  first  and 
second  stubble  crops  during  1984. 
Growers  should  be  cautioned  however, 
that  CP  72-356  is  brittle  and  losses 
occurred  in  the  variety  with  the  passage 
of  Hurricane  Danny  during  August,  1985 
(6).  The  variety  is  resistant  to  smut. 

Each  of  the  remaining  varieties,  CP 
72-370,  CP  74-383,  CP  70-330,  CP  73-351, 
and  CP  76-331  occupied  less  than  10% 
of  the  state  acreage  during  1985.  The 
varieties  CP  74-383  and  CP  76-331  in- 
creased in  acreage  from  1984,  CP  72- 
370  did  not  change  from  the  previous 
year  and  both  CP  70-330  and  CP  73-351 
declined  in  acreage  ( Table  1 ) .  The  vari- 
eties CP  74-383  and  CP  76-331  were 
higher  than  the  standard  variety  CP  65- 
357  in  sugar  per  acre  in  both  first  and 
second  crops  on  light  soil  during  1984 
(5).  The  newest  variety  CP  76-331  re- 
leased in  1984,  was  the  only  variety 
which  exceeded  CP  65-357  in  sugar  per 
acre  in  the  plant  cane  experiments  dur- 
ing 1984.  The  variety  CP  73-351  was  re- 
moved from  the  list  of  recommended 
varieties  in  1984  because  of  its  extreme 
susceptibility  to  sugar  cane  smut. 

Varieties  by  Area  During  1985 

The  variety  CP  70-321  occupied  53% 
of  the  Northern  Area,  51%  of  the  South- 
western Area,  and  22%  of  the  South- 
eastern Area.  It  continued  to  increase  in 
all  areas  (Table  1).  The  variety  CP  65- 
357  occupied  36%  of  the  Southeastern 
Area,  28%  in  the  Southwestern  Area,  and 
7%  in  the  Northern  Area  during  1984, 
continuing  its  decline  in  two  of  three 
areas.  The  third  most  popular  variety, 
CP  72-356,  was  planted  on  13%  of  the 
Southeastern  Area,  on  10%  of  the 
Northern  Area,  and  6%  of  the  South- 
western Area.  The  variety  CP  72-356 
increased  from  1984  to  1985  by  4%  in 
the  Southeastern  Area  but  decreased  by 
8%  in  the  Northern  Area.  The  variety 
CP  74-383  was  planted  on  8%  of  the 
Northern  Area.  The  variety  CP  74-383 
was  planted  on  8%  of  the  Northern  Area, 
7%)  of  the  Southeastern  Area  and  5%  of 
the  Southwestern  Area.  The  variety  in- 
creased in  acreage  by  4%  in  the  South- 
eastern area  and  2%  in  the  Southwestern 
Area. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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(Continued  from  previous  page) 
The  variety  CP  76-331  was  increased 
by  sugar  cane  growers  and  is  currently 
on  1%  of  the  reported  acreage  in  the 
state.  The  variety  continues  to  outyield 
CP  65-356  in  sugar  per  acre  in  stubble 
crops.  Advantages  of  CP  76-331  are  its 
relatively  early  and  high  sucrose  content 
and  resistance  to  spread  of  sugar  cane 
mosaic. 

Acknowledgements 

The  authors  gratefully  acknowledge 
the  assistance  of  the  following  County 
Agents  of  the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Ex- 
tension Service  who  helped  obtain  sur- 
vey data:  James  Abadie,  Warren  Beaugh, 
Arthur  Bergeron,  Larry  Brock,  Jimmy 
Dardeau,  Bill  Davis,  Louis  Favron, 
James  Garrett,  Jr.,  Barton  Joffrion, 
Dalton  Landry,  Harry  Laws,  Lynn  Simon 
and  F.  A.  Swann,  Jr. 


References 

1.  Anon.  Sugar  cane  planting  and  harvesting 
recommendations.  Sugar  Bull.  63:21:6-8. 
1985. 

2.  Anon.  Sugar  cane  statistics.  Sugar  Bull. 
64:14:6-7.  1986. 

3.  Fanguy,  H.  P.  Yield  trends  in  experimental 
sugar  cane  varieties  during  the  period  1963- 
82.    Sugar  Cane    l(Jan/Feb):4-7.    1985. 

4.  Fanguy,  H.  P.  and  D.  B.  Fontenot.  Louisi- 
ana's 1984  sugar  cane  variety  census.  Sugar 
y  Azucar  80:7:21-24.  1985. 

5.  LeBlanc,  E.  J.5  D.  D.  Garrison,  C.  A. 
Richard  and  W.  J.  Jackson.  Louisiana  sugar 
cane  outfield  variety  test  conducted  in  1984. 
In  press. 

6.  Legendre,  B.  L.  Sugar  cane  crop  damage 
and  yield  loss  from  Hurricane  force  winds. 
Sugar  y  Azucar  81:6:39.  1986. 

7.  Louisiana  Monthly  Climatic  Review,  Office 
of  State  Climatology  and  Anthropology, 
Louisiana  State  University.  1984  Vol.  4,  No. 
1-12. 


Table  1.     The  acreage  that  Louisiana  sugar   cane  varieties    occupied   in   1985   in 
each  sugar  cane  area,  with  changes  from  1984. 


Area 

South- 

South- 

Variety 

eastern 

Chge. 

western 

Chge. 

Northern  Chge. 

State 

Chge. 

% 

CP  70-321 

22 

+  1 

51 

+  14 

53 

+  14 

38 

+  8 

CP  65-357 

36 

-9 

28 

-9 

7 

+  2 

29 

-9 

CP  72-356 

13 

+  4 

6 

-1 

10 

-8 

10 

+  1 

CP  72-370 

11 

+2 

6 

0 

7 

+  2 

8 

0 

CP  74-383 

7 

+4 

5 

+  2 

8 

—  6 

6 

+3 

CP  70-330 

5 

-2 

1 

-2 

S 

-8 

4 

-1 

CP  73-351 

3 

0 

1 

-2 

3 

-1 

2 

-1 

CP  76-331 

1 

+  1 

Tr1/ 

0 

1 

+  1 

1 

+  1 

Others 

2 

2 

o 

V     Tr  =  Trace,  less  than  1%  of  area  acreage. 

Table  2.     Variety  utilization  (percent  of  sugar    cane   acreage)    in    Louisiana,    for 
varieties    grown   in    1976-85. 


Variety 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

CP  65-357 

18 

32 

50 

61 

71 

66 

60 

51 

38 

29 

CP  70-321 

RV 

Tr2/ 

3 

9 

16 

22 

30 

38 

CP  70-330 

R 

Tr 

3 

5 

9 

7 

5 

4 

CP  72-356 

R 

Tr 

3 

6 

9 

10 

CP  72-370 

R 

1 

2 

5 

8 

8 

CP  73-351 

R 

Tr 

2 

3 

2 

CP  74-383 

R 

1 

3 

6 

CP  76-331 

R 

1 

1  /     R  =  year  released. 

2/     Tr  =  Trace  less  than  1%  of  state  acreage 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE     ( Continued  from  page  6 ; 


The  following  Democratic  Senators  are  expected  to  be  named  new  committee 
chairmen: 


Committee 

Agriculture 

Appropriations 

Armed  Services 

Banking 

Budget 

Commerce 

Energy 

Environment 

Finance 

Foreign  Relations 

Government  Affairs 

Intelligence 

Judiciary 

Labor 

Rules 

Small  Business 

Veterans 


New  Chairman 

Leahy  (Vt.) 
Stennis  (Miss.) 
Nunn  (Ga.) 
Proxmire  (Wis.) 
Chiles  (Fla.) 
Hollings  (S.C.) 
Johnston  (La.) 
Burdick(N.D.) 
Bentsen  (Tex.) 
Pell(R.L) 
Glenn  (Ohio) 
Boren  (Ok.) 
Biden  (Del.) 
Kennedy  (Mass.) 
Ford  (Ky.) 
Bumpers  (Ark.) 
Cranston  (Calif.) 


Former  Chairman 

Helms  (N.C.) 
Hatfield  (Ore.) 
Goldwater  (Ariz.) 
Garn(Utah) 
Domenici  (N.M.) 
Danforth  (Mo.) 
McClure  (Id.) 
Stafford  (Vt.) 
Packwood  (Ore.) 
Lugar  (Ind.) 
Roth  (Del.) 
Durenberger  (Minn.) 
Thurmond  (S.C.) 
Hatch  (Utah) 
Mathias  (Md.) 
Weicker  (Conn.) 
Murkowski  (Alaska) 


Have 

Something 

To  Sell 

to  the 

- 

Louisiana   Sugar 

Industry? 

Your 

BEST  BET 

is 

The  Sugar  Bulletin 
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containing  only  16  calories  per  teaspoon. 
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Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  book  will  be  used  to  further  research  in  the  areas  of  sugar  cane  production  and  processing. 
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FARM  NOTES  BY  DR.  CHARLEY  RICHARD 


Muddy  Conditions  —  1987  Bus  Trip  —  Computer  Group 


At  this  point  the  crop  is  nearly  3A  com- 
pleted and  mud  is  still  a  problem.  Much  of 
the  crop  harvested  up  to  now  has  been  cut 
in  wet  conditions.  As  a  result  many  fields  are 
now  badly  rutted.  Because  of  the  lodged  cane 
conditions  and  uprooted  stools  in  many 
fields,  mud  levels  in  delivered  cane  have 
generally  been  high.  Many  mills  are  now 
recording  the  mud  in  cane  juice  and  some 
mills  are  penalizing  growers  based  on  these 
mud  readings. 

Mud  costs  this  industry  a  great  deal  of 
money  every  year.  It  costs  growers  because 
of  the  extra  material  loaded  and  transported, 
in  the  reduced  CRS  at  the  core  lab,  and  in 
the  added  breakdowns  caused  by  the  mud. 
Mills  have  to  wash  cane  and  then  have  to 
grind  more  material  because  of  the  mud. 
This  mud  along  with  the  washing  causes  ex- 
tra losses  in  sugar  recovery.  The  filter  press 
mud  has  to  be  handled  and  mud  pits  have 
to  be  dug.  The  more  growers  try  to  reduce 
mud  with  either  two  row  harvesters, 
mechanical  pilers,  parallel  closing  grabs,  or 
other  efforts,  the  more  efficient  our  industry 
will  be. 

With  reference  to  mechanical  pilers, 
there  are  various  designs  now  being  used. 
Some  models  work  well  while  others  have 
not  resulted  in  improved  cane  quality.  Our 
industry  would  be  wise  to  invest  in  equip- 
ment which  has  been  shown  to  reduce  mud 
and  in  research  to  improve  these  pieces  of 
equipment. 

Because  of  the  somewhat  damaged  stub- 
ble pieces  in  the  ground  as  a  result  of 
uprooting  and  lodging  and  with  rutted  fields 
holding  water,  it  is  extremely  important  that 
fields  be  kept  drained  during  the  winter 
months.  Research  data  and  grower  observa- 
tions have  repeatedly  shown  that  flooded  or 
waterlogged  conditions  during  the  winter 
months  can  cause  stand  losses  in  the  next 
crop.  Growers  should  try  to  keep  field  drains 
clean  as  they  complete  the  daily  harvesting. 
In  many  cases  shovel  work  is  required  and 
would  be  money  well  spent.  Early  spring 
cultivations  with  dual  wheel  tractors  may  be 
required  next  year  to  fill  in  the  ruts. 


1987  Bus  Trip 

Many  growers  have  asked  us  to  put 
together  another  bus  trip  for  the  coming 
year.  We  have  prelininary  plans  made  to 
visit  the  Florida  industry,  probably  in  mid- 
February.  Tentative  stops  would  include 
tours  of  harvesting,  loading  and  milling, 
discussion  on  the  industry  efforts  to  reduce 
dextran  levels,  Canal  Point  Research  Sta- 
tion, and  the  vegetable  industry.  Application 
forms  will  be  in  the  next  issue  of  the  Bulletin. 
We  hope  to  make  this  another  informative, 
interesting  and  inexpensive  trip. 


Computer  Group 

A  number  of  growers  have  begun  to  use 
computers  to  keep  track  of  their  farm 
records.  Many  useful  programs  are  commer- 
cially available.  Programs  to  store  individual 
field  records  are  not  available  commercially 
but  could  be  written.  Any  grower  or  mill 
group  that  would  be  interested  in  this  type 
of  software  is  asked  to  send  the  form  below 
this  article  so  that  we  can  assemble  a  com- 
puter users  group.  This  group  could  ex- 
change ideas  and  have  software  developed  at 
reasonable  costs  by  sharing  the  costs. 


MAIL  TO: 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  Computer  Group 
416  Whitney  Building 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Yes,  I  would  like  more  information  on  the  com- 
puter group. 

Name:  


Address: 


Phone:  (        ). 
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Keep  your  cane  fields  clean 
all  the  way  to  spring. 

Spray  Sinbar  at  planting. 


Weeds  can  consume  a  lot  of  moisture 
and  soil  nutrients  from  your  fields  over 
the  winter  months.  Moisture  and  nutri- 
ents your  young  cane  will  need  to  grow  on 
next  spring. 

That's  why  you  should  apply  Du  Pont 
SlNBAR®  weed  killer  at  planting  time. 
Because  SlNBAR  will  control  seedling 
Johnsongrass  and  most  other  annual 
grasses  and  broadleaf  weeds.  Control 
them  right  up  to  the  time  spring  weather 
lets  you  get  in  to  off-bar.  SlNBAR  helps 


your  cane  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start 
it  needs  for  top  yields  at  harvest. 

If  you're  planting  a  sensitive  variety, 
like  48-103,  apply  DuPont  LEXONE®  DF 
weed  killer.  Because  LEXONE  DF  will 
give  you  the  effective  weed  control  you 
want,  without  risk  of  crop  injury.  TTie 
dry  flowable  DF  formulation  means  no 
rinsing  and  no  waste. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 

SUGAR  TASK  FORCE  MEETS    USDA  OUTLOOK  CONFERENCE 


The  Inter-Agency  Sugar  Task  Force 
reportedly  met  on  November  18  to  begin 
deliberations  on  the  new  sugar  import  quota 
which  will  begin  January  1,  1987.  The  task 
force  is  considering  not  only  what  the  ton- 
nage amount  of  the  quota  will  be,  but  also 
whether  the  procedures  for  allocating  the 
quota  among  the  various  countries  will  be 
altered  and  what  time  period  it  will  cover  — 
9  or  12  months.  The  task  force,  chaired  by 
USDA  Deputy  Under  Secretary  Daniel 
Amstutz,  is  comprised  of  representatives 
from  the  Departments  of  Commerce, 
Treasury,  and  State,  the  Office  of  Manage- 
ment and  Budget,  the  Office  of  the  U.S. 
Trade  Representatives  and  the  Council  of 
Economic  Advisors.  The  quota  must  be  an- 
nounced by  December  15. 


NEW  DEMOCRATS  RECEIVE 
TENTATIVE  COMMITTEE 
ASSIGNMENTS 

The  newly-elected  democratic  Senators 
have  received  their  tentative  committee 
assignments  for  next  year.  Under  the  new 
Democratic  majority,  the  Agriculture  Com- 
mittee will  be  split  10  Democrats  to  8 
Republicans  (it  was  9-8  under  the 
Republicans  in  the  last  Congress).  There  will 
be  three  new  Democratic  members  —  Tom 
Daschle  (S.D.),  Kent  Conrad  (N.D.)  and 
Wyche  Fowler  (Ga.).  Current  member, 
Senator  Alan  Dixon  (D-Ill.),  elected  to  switch 
to  another  committee  assignment.  Although 
the  Republicans  have  not  completed  their 
committee  selection  process,  it  appears  that 
Senator-elect  Kit  Bond  (R-Mo.)  will  fill  the 
one  vacant  Republican  spot.  As  previously 
reported,  Senator  Patrick  Leahy  (D-Vt.)  will 
be  the  new  Chairman. 

Senator-elect  John  Breaux  (D-La.)  has 
tentatively  been  assigned  to  the  Commerce, 
Science  and  Transportation  Committee,  the 
Environment  and  Public  Works  Committee 
and  the  Special  Committee  on  Aging. 
Senator  Bennett  Johnston  (D-La.)  will  be  the 
new  incoming  Chairman  of  the  Energy  and 
Natural  Resources  Committee  and  will  re- 
tain his  seat  on  the  Appropriations  and 
Budget  Committees. 


The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  held 
its  63rd  annual  agricultural  outlook  con- 
ference in  Washington  December  2-4.  The 
conference  covered  prospects  for  farmers, 
farm  commodities  and  consumers  in  1987.  A 
session  was  held  on  the  Sugar  and 
Sweeteners  Outlook  moderated  by  John 
Roney,  Specialty  Crops  Analyst,  World 
Agricultural  Outlook  Board.  During  the  ses- 
sion, Dr.  Robert  D.  Barry,  Head  of  the 
Sweeteners  Section,  Economic  Research  Ser- 
vice, reported  on  the  1987  U.S.  and  World 
Outlook  for  Sugar  and  Sweeteners.  The  se- 
cond part  of  the  program  was  "The  U.S. 
Sugar  Program:  Contrasting  Views."  Presen- 
ting his  views  in  opposition  to  the  program 
was  Jose  Antonio  Cerro,  Assistant  Secretary, 
Group  of  Latin  American  and  Caribbean 
Sugar  Exporting  Countries.  Dr.  William  C. 
Motes,  Vice  President,  Economic  Perspec- 
tives, Inc.,  presented  the  contrasting  view  in 
support  of  the  U.S.  Sugar  program. 

Later  in  the  day,  a  follow-up  sweetener 
session  was  held  to  allow  additional  time  for 
discussion  and  questions  and  answers.  Par- 
ticipating in  this  session  were  represen- 
tatives of  the  refining,  corn  sweetener,  and 
artificial  (Nutrasweet)  sweetener  industries. 


FDA  REJECTS  NUTRASWEET  BAN 

The  Food  and  Drug  Administration 
(FDA)  recently  announced  it  had  rejected  the 
latest  consumer  petition  to  ban  Nutrasweet 
based  on  reports  that  it  might  cause  seizures 
or  eye  problems.  The  FDA  said  the  evidence 
submitted  by  the  Consumer  Nutrition  In- 
stitute was  not  of  the  type  that  "establishes 
a  link  between  aspartame  consumption  and 
possible  harm  to  the  public  health. 


MERRY  CHRISTMAS  & 
HAPPY  NEW  YEAR! 

This  will  be  the  last  Washington  Update 
for  1986.  The  next  update  will  appear  in 
January  1987.  I  would  like  to  wish  all 
members  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  and  their  families  a  very  MERRY 
CHRISTMAS  AND  A  HAPPY  AND  PRO- 
SPEROUS NEW  YEAR! 
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AUDUBON  SUGAR  INSTITUTE  REPORT 

Dextran  Control  —  Management  is  the  Key 
By  J.  A.  Polack 


Although  it  may  sound  technically  com- 
plex, the  control  of  dextran  in  sugar  really 
isn't.  The  technology  is  really  understood  by 
all  concerned.  The  key  to  dextran  control  — 
as  with  so  many  other  facets  of  sugar  produc- 
tion —  is  management.  With  good  manage- 
ment practices,  destran  penalties  can  be  kept 
at  a  minimum.  Conversely,  poor  practices 
can  be  disastrous.  There  are  at  least  four 
areas  of  management  which  are  significant 
to  the  dextran  problem,  as  discussed  below. 

1.  Field  Management  —  Good  field 
practices  are  the  most  important  of 
all.  Management  control  of  cutting 
and  burning  schedules,  keeping  the 
cane  clean  and  fresh,  minimizing  the 
time  between  harvest  and  delivery  to 
the  cane  yard,  avoiding  cane  damage, 
are  all  of  well-known  importance. 
While  good  field  management  is  most 
important,  it  is  also  most  difficult  to 
achieve,  because  so  many  managers 
are  involved. 

2.  Cane  Yard  Management  —  Here 
management  must  establish 
operating  procedures  to  insure  that 
the  oldest  cane  is  fed  to  the  table  first, 
that  fresh  cane  is  not  stacked  on  top 
of  old  cane,  that  spillage  is  picked  up 
promptly  and  fed  to  the  table,  that 
hold-over  cane  is  minimized,  and  so 
on.  Even  when  the  cane  is  brought  in 
fresh  from  the  field,  if  it  is  then 
damaged,  stacked,  and  aged  in  the 
yard,  dextran  is  sure  to  result. 

3.  Factory  Sanitation  Management  — 
Addition  of  adequate  chlorine  and/or 
other  biocides  plus  establishment  of 
frequent  wash  down  schedules  are 
necessary  management  practices. 
Areas  of  concern  are  cane  carrier, 
cush-cush  screens,  mixed  juice  and 
liming  tanks.  Tanks  and  channels 
should  be  designed  and  operated  to 
eliminate  dead  or  stagnant  zones.  Dai- 
ly management  inspection  is 
desirable. 

4.  Warehouse  Management  —  With 
warehouse  management,  high  dex- 
tran sugar  can  be  blended  off  with  low 


destran  material,  to  avoid  penalties. 
This  requires  regular  dextran 
analysis  (say  at  12  or  24  hour  inter- 
vals) of  sugar  as  produced.  It  also  re- 
quires adequate  warehouse  space  to 
segregate  production  batches.  Good 
warehouse  management  offers  the 
potential  for  product  quality  control 
even  if  there  is  a  lapse  in  one  of  the 
other  management  areas. 

Weather  is  sometimes  an  over-riding  fac- 
tor. In  bad  weather  (rainy  and  hot),  almost 
all  cane  (and  all  sugar)  contains  dextran.  In 
cool,  dry  weather,  dextran  is  rarely  a  pro- 
blem. But  between  these  extremes,  there  are 
wide  variations  from  factory  to  factory.  These 
differences  can  be  largely  ascribed  to 
management.  The  same  is  true  for  dif- 
ferences in  yields,  natural  gas  consumption, 
lost  time,  and  bottom  line  results:  profitabili- 
ty. Management  is  the  Key. 


Machine  Control  Systems 


Landforming 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You  II  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane — 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits 

©  Spectra-Physics 

Construction  &  Agncu'tura1  D'vision 

CAIRE  &  ALLEE,  Agent 

P.  O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA.  70086 

504/265-3965 
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1986  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 


South  Coast  Sugars,  Inc.,  of  Raceland,  LA  produced  5140  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre 
on  4258  acres.  From  left,  William  Caldwell,  Harris  Le  Blanc,  Danny  Broussard, 
Robert  Gautreaux,  Norris  Matherne,  and  Lafourche  County  Agent  Dalton  Landry. 


Acosta  Brothers  Farm,  Thibodaux,  LA,  produced  6904  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre 
on  285  acres.  From  left,  Bobby  Acosta,  B.  J.  Acosta,  and  Manuel  Acosta. 
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1986  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 

mwiM 


A  &  S  Farms,  Jeanerette, 
LA  produced  6583  pounds 
of  sugar  per  acre  on  119 
acres.  From  left,  Iberia 
County  Agent  James 
Abadie  and  Mark  Patout. 


Albert  Brothers,  St.  Martinville,  LA  produced  5797  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on 
558  acres.  From  left,  St.  Martin  County  Agent  James  Devillier,  Russell  Albert,  Ryan 
Albert,  and  Curry  Albert. 


DECEMBER  15,  1986 


1986  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 


Randall  Rivere,  White  Castle,  LA,  produced  6844  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  149 
acres.  From  left,  Iberville  County  Agent  Mark  Tassin,  and  Randall  Rivere. 

III 


Ourso  Farms,  White  Castle,  LA,  produced  6176  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  520 
acres.  From  left,  Artie  Ourso,  Donnie  Ourso,  Milton  Ourso,  Sr.,  Rocky  Ourso,  Jr. 
and  Mitch  Ourso. 
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1986  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 


Robert  Judice,  Jr.  of  Franklin,  LA  produced  6822  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  57 
acres.  From  left,  Bobby  Judice  and  St.  Mary  County  Agent  Lynn  Simon. 


IIII  ■■  § 


Luke  Brothers  of  Centerville,  LA  produced  5354  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  1399  acres. 
Fromm  left,  St.  Mary  County  Agent  Lynn  Simon,  Joel  Luke,  Gary  Luke,  Johnny 
Luke,  and  David  Luke. 


DECEMBER  15,  1986 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  La.  70390 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  La.  70302 

THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  La.  70181 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

COMMERCIAL  BANK  &  TRUST  COMPANY 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  La.  70538 

DEEP  SOUTH  CO-OP.  ASSN.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  1066  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

F.  C.  SCHAFFER  &  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

1020  Florida  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802 

FREEPORT  SULPHUR  COMPANY 
P.O.  Box  61520         New  Orleans,  La.  70161 

LEMANN'S  FARM  SUPPLY,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  30  Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

Manard  Molasses  Division 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

700  Whitney  Building 

New  Orleans,  La.  70130 


NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  La.  70765 

JACKSON  BANK 

FOR  COOPERATIVES 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  Ms.  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 
New  Iberia,  La.  70560 

Pelican  State  Lime  Division 

RADCLIFF  MATERIALS,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1637  Morgan  City,  La.  70380 

SELF  INSURANCE,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1149 

New  Iberia,  La.  70561-1149 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

BATON  ROUGE  PRODUCTION 
CREDIT  ASSOCIATION 

P.O.  Box  15427 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70895 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620         New  Orleans,  La.  70160 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  La.  70538 

THOMPSON  MACHINERY  CO.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  La.  70130 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

1987  California  Agricultural  Tour 
By  Thomas  M.  Warner 


The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
is  planning  a  tour  of  the  San  Joaquin 
Valley  of  California  during  May  and 
June,  1987.  This  part  of  California  is 
located  between  Los  Angeles  and  San 
Francisco,  and  is  heralded  as  one  of  the 
most  productive  agricultural  areas  of 
the  world.  Approximately  200  different 
crops  are  grown  in  this  region.  Some  of 
the  crops  we  will  see  are:  sugar  beets, 
cotton,  citrus,  prunes,  carrots,  almonds, 
grapes,  dairy,  artichokes,  and  many, 
many  others. 

The  tentative  itinerary  looks  like 
this: 

Day  1    SATURDAY 

Depart  New  Orleans  and  travel  to 
Los  Angeles 

2  SUNDAY 
Day  of  leisure,  Los  Angeles 

3  MONDAY 
Travel    to    Bakersfield 
agricultural  operations 

4  TUESDAY 
Travel      to     Fresno 
agricultural  operations 

5  WEDNESDAY 
Travel  to  Mendota,   Los   Banos, 
Carmel  and  Monterrey 

6  THURSDAY 

Travel  to  Salinas  Valley  to  view 
"Vegetable  Bowl",  travel  to  San 
Francisco 

Day  7    FRIDAY 

Day  of  leisure,  San  Francisco 
Day  8    SATURDAY 

Tour  of  Redwoods  and  Napa  Valley 
Day  9    SUNDAY 

Return  to  New  Orleans 

Other  options: 


days 


in 


San 


Day 


Day 


Day 


Day 


Day 


viewing 


a)  Additional 
Francisco 

b)  Side  trip  to  Reno 

c)  Side  trip  to  Las  Vegas 

We  are  currently  negotiating  prices 
for  the  trip  and  should  have  a  total  price 
in  January.  The  tour  should  be  an  in- 
teresting one  for  both  young  and  old.  We 
will  try  to  see  as  much  as  we  can  while 
at  the  same  providing  ample  time  for 
leisure. 

If  you  are  interested  in  receiving 
more  information  about  the  1987 
California  Agricultural  Tour,  fill  in  the 
form  below  and  mail  to  the  League 
office. 


Please  send  me  more  information  on  the 
1987  California  Agricultural  Tour. 


Name 


viewing     Address 


City. 


State. 


.Zip. 


Number  of  persons  interested. 


Mail  to: 

1987  California  Agricultural  Tour 
American  Sugar  Cane  League 
416  Whitney  Building 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
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FARM  NOTES  BY  DR.  CHARLEY  RICHARD 


1987  Bus  Trip  —  Harvest  Ending  In  Mud 


As  in  past  years  the  League  is 
organizing  a  bus  trip  for  1987.  This  year 
we  have  made  plans  to  tour  the  Florida 
sugar  cane  industry.  As  in  previous 
years,  we  feel  we  have  put  together  an 
informative  and  interesting  trip.  On  the 
agenda  is  planned  a  discussion  and  field 
demonstrations  on  the  changes  made  by 
the  industry  to  overcome  dextran  prob- 
lems. We  will  also  be  touring  at  least 
one  factory  during  our  stay  in  the  in- 
dustry. Also  planned  are  field  trips  to 
view  commercial  harvesting  and  loading 
practices.  It  is  expected  that  these  stops 
should  be  interesting  to  both  growers 
and  processors. 

While  in  Florida  we  will  see  some  of 
the  vegetable  production  area  and  some 
of  the  equipment  currently  used  in  this 
major  vegetable  producing  area.  Also 
planned  are  visits  to  the  USDA 
Research  Station  at  Canal  Point  and  to 
the  Crop  Genetics  Int.  (Kleentek) 
operation. 

An  educational  and  enjoyable  stop 
on  this  trip  will  be  to  Epcot  Center  at 
Walt  Disney  World  in  Orlando.  The 
Land  Pavilion,  which  is  6nly  one  of 
many  outstanding  features,  has 
demonstrations  on  many  different 
techniques  used  in  food  production. 
Some  of  these  are  rather  unique,  but 
give  good  insight  on  future  possibilities 
for  the  production  of  food  and  fiber. 

The  bus  trip  will  leave  New  Orleans 
on  Sunday,  February  15,  1987  and 
return  on  Saturday,  February  21.  The 
cost  of  the  trip  is  $385.  This  price  in- 
cludes bus  transportation,  motels,  one 
day  admission  to  Epcot  Center,  and 
refreshments  while  on  the  bus.  We 
believe  this  trip  will  provide  for  both  an 
enjoyable  and  informative  trip  and 
should  be  of  interest  to  both  growers  and 
factory    representatives.    Anyone    in- 


terested should  fill  in  the  form  below 
this  article  and  return  it  with  your 
check  to  the  League  Office  as  soon  as 
possible.  Deadline  for  reserving  a  seat 
is  January  19,  1987. 

HARVEST  ENDING  IN  THE  MUD 

The  harvest  is  nearing  completion  as 
of  this  writing  and  it  would  appear  that 
there  will  be  mud  to  contend  with  right 
through  the  completion.  Most  growers 
have  experienced  muddy  conditions  for 
the  majority  of  the  harvest  and  many 
fields  now  have  ruts  and  water  filled 
middles.  It  is  important  that  fields  be 
drained  as  well  as  possible  during  the 
winter  season  since  this  is  when  much 
of  the  damage  is  experienced.  Growers 
would  be  well  advised  to  spend  whatever 
time  it  takes  to  get  these  fields  drained 
at  this  time. 


Enclosed  is  my  check  for  $385  to  cover  the 
costs  of  the  1987  Florida  Bus  Trip.  (Make 
check  payable  to  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.) 


Name: 
Address: 


Phone:  ( 


Mail  to: 


American  Sugar  Cane  League 
1987  Bus  Tour 
416  Whitney  Building 
New  Orleans,  LA.  70130 
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SlNBAR  this  spring 
can  mean  more 
cane  at  harvest. 


The  first  few  weeks  of  spring  are  a 
very  important  time  for  your  young  cane 
crop. 

A  spring  application  of  SlNBAR" 
weed  killer  stops  seedling  Johnsongrass 
and  other  problem  weeds  as  they 
emerge.  Stops  them  before  they  have  a 
chance  to  compete  for  vital  moisture, 
sunlight  and  soil  nutrients. 


With  SINBAR  on  the  job,  your  cane 
can  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start  it 
needs  to  reach  its  maximum  yield 
potential. 

Plan  now  to  spray  SINBAR  this 
spring.  It  can  mean  cutting  more  cane  at 
harvest. 


Wit h  any  chemical,  folUnv  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 


I 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


USDA  ANNOUNCES  1987 
SUGAR  IMPORT  QUOTA 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Richard 
Lyng  announced  December  15  that  total 
authorized  quota  shipments  of  imported 
sugar  for  the  1987  quota  year  (January 
1  to  December  31,  1987)  would  be  just 
over  1  million  short  tons,  raw  value  — 
down  from  the  current  quota  of  just  over 
1.7  million  tons.  The  total  import  quota 
for  1987  is  the  sum  of  the  base  quota  of 
910,000  short  tons,  2,000  short  tons  for 
specialty  sugars  (cake  decorations,  top- 
pings, etc.),  and  a  25,160  short  ton  quota 
adjustment  to  rectify  the  discrepancy 
between  U.S.  Customs  and  USDA 
reporting  of  imports  for  a  total  of 
937,160  short  tons.  In  addition,  the 
minimum  quota  or  "basket"  country 
allocations  were  reduced  from  12,500  to 
7,500  short  tons  per  country  for  a  total 
of  75,000  short  tons  for  ten  basket  coun- 
tries. Once  these  minimum  quotas  are 
added  to  the  total  import  quota  and 
other  adjustments  in  authorized 
shipments  are  made,  total  authorized 
quota  imports  for  the  1987  quota  period 
come  to  slightly  over  1  million  short 
tons. 

In  his  announcement,  Secretary 
Lyng  said  to  help  mitigate  the  effects  of 
reduced  sugar  imports  on  certain  sup- 
plying countries  the  Administration  will 
continue  to  offer  available  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation  stocks  under  the 
commodity  donation  program  to  certain 
sugar-exporting  countries. 

In  addition,  Lyng  said  that  fun- 
damental changes  are  needed  in  the 
sugar  program  to  make  it  more  market 
oriented.  He  said  the  Reagan  Ad- 
ministration will  soon  submit  proposed 
legislation  which  would  immediately 
reduce  the  level  of  price  support  for 
sugar  beets  and  sugarcane  and  provide 


for  direct  transition  payments  to  pro- 
ducers of  these  commodities  which 
would  be  phased  out  over  a  five-year 
period.  The  details  of  this  legislation 
will  become  available  in  the  near  future. 
Any  changes  in  the  sugar  program 
would  have  to  be  passed  by  Congress. 
U.S.  Trade  Representative  Clayton 
Yeutter  also  established  country-by- 
country  quota  allocation  for  the  total 
base  amount.  These  allocations  are  as 
follows: 


Country 

1987  quota 

1986  quota 

Argentina 

39,130 

73,788 

Australia 

75,530 

142,428 

Barbados 

7,500* 

12,500 

Belize 

10,010 

18,876 

Bolivia 

7,500* 

13,728 

Brazil 

131,950 

248,820 

Canada 

10,010 

18,876 

Colombia 

21,840 

41,184 

Congo 

7,500* 

12,500 

Coata  Rica 

17,583 

34,713 

Dominican  Republic 

160,160 

302,016 

Ecuador 

10,010 

18,876 

El  Salvador 

26,019.8 

49,999.8 

Fiji 

25,190*** 

12,500 

Gabon 

7,500* 

12,500 

Guatemala 

43,680 

82,368 

Guyana 

10,920 

20,592 

Haiti 

7,500* 

12,500 

Honduras 

15,917.2 

32,713.2 

India 

7,500* 

12,500 

Ivory  Coast 

7,500* 

12,500 

Jamaica 

10,010 

18,876 

Madagascar 

7,500* 

12,500 

Malawi 

9,100** 

17,160 

Mauritius 

10,920** 

30,592 

Mexico 

7,500* 

12,500 

Mozambique 

11,830 

22,308 

Panama 

26,390 

49,764 

Papua  New  Ginea 

7,500* 

12,500 

Paraguay 

7,500* 

12,500 

Peru 

37,310 

70,356 

(Continued  on  page 

8) 
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Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop. 


Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable 
protection  from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do  better 
than  SENCOR  herbicide  and 
GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you  control  of 
grass  and  broadleaf  weeds 
before  they  become  a 
problem.  Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of  sugar- 
cane borer,  and  long 
residual  control  even  in 
hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you  ap- 
plication flexibility,  at  a  price 
that  makes  good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE. 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg.  TMs  of  Bayer  AG,  Leverkusen. 


A 


Mobay  Corporation 

Agricultural  Chemicals  Division 
Box  4913,  Kansas  City,  MO  64120 
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Country 

Philippines 

St.  ChristopherNevis 

South  Africa 

Swaziland 

Taiwan 

Thailand 

Trinidad-Tobago 

Uruguay 

Zimbabwe 


1987  quota 

143,780*** 

7,500* 

*  *  * 

14,560 
10,920 
12,740 

7,500* 

7,500* 
10,920 


1986  quota 

231,660 
12,500 
39,468 
27,456 
20,592 
24,024 
12,500 
12,500 
20.592 


Minimum  quota  allocation 

The  percentage  allocated  for  Mauritius,  Malawi  and 

Fiji  have  been  adjusted  to  compensate  for 

technical  error  in  calculation. 

Congress  in  October  1986  transferred  15,339 

short  tons  remaining  of  South  Africa's  1986 

quota  to  the  Philippines.  South  Africa  was  also 

excluded  from  the  1987  program. 


HOUSE  ELECTS  ITS  LEADERS 

The  House  of  Representatives  met 
last  week  to  elect  its  leaders  for  the 
100th  Congress  convening  in  January. 
The  Democrats  elected  Representative 
Jim  Wright  (D-Tex.)  as  Speaker  of  the 
House  to  replace  retiring  Speaker  Tip 
O'Neill  (D-Mass.).  Tom  Foley  (D-Wash.) 
was  elected  Majority  Leader  and  Tony 
Coelho  (D-Calif.)  Majority  Whip.  The 
Democratic  caucus  also  approved  the 
election  of  Ways  and  Means  Committee 
Chairman  Dan  Rostenkowski  (D-Ill.), 
Appropriations  Committee  Chairman 
Jamie  L.  Whitten  (D-Mass.),  Rules  Com- 
mittee Chairman  Claude  Pepper  (D- 
Fla.),  Budget  Committee  Chairman 
William  H.  Gray,  III  (D-Pa.),  Foreign  Af- 
fairs Committee  Chairman  Dante  B. 
Fascell  (D-Fla.)  and  Public  Works  Com- 
mittee Chairman  James  J.  Howard  (D- 
N.J.).  The  caucus  is  scheduled  to  ap- 
prove   the    remaining    chairmen    and 


members  of  other  House  committees 
after  Congress  convenes  next  month.  On 
the  Republican  side,  Minority  Leader 
Bob  Michel  (R-Ill.)  was  reelected  to  that 
position  as  well  as  Trent  Lott  (R-Miss.) 
as  Minority  Whip.  Representatives  Ed- 
ward R.  Madigan  (R-Ill.)  was  named 
chief  deputy  whip. 


Machine  Control  Systems 


Landforming 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You  li  save  time  and  money  with  Lase'plane  — 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits 

©  Spectra-Physics 

:   ,..,  ,C!.on&Aqr.(    ,  U,ra   D  .  smi 

For  efficiency  [  accuracy  in  precision 
grading  with  a  laser  consider  these 
benefits 

•  Eliminates  costly  overcutting 

•  Shortens  project  completion  time 

•  Reduces  manhours  per  project 

•  Easy  to  operate 

Precision  grading  also  has  these  benefits 

•  Eliminates  source  of  Johnsongrass 

•  Increases  land  in  production 

To  visit  a  laser  operation  and  learn  first 
hand  the  advantages  and  ease  of 
operating  a  laser  contact: 

A.  LEE  ALLEE,  Agent 

CAIRE  &  ALLEE  FARMS 

ST.  JAMES,  LA.  70086 

504/265-3965 
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AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  PRESIDENT 

IRVING  LEGENDRE,  JR. 

URGES  ALL  LEAGUE  MEMBERS  TO  ATTEND 

ONE  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  MEMBERSHIP  MEETINGS: 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  10 

1:30  P.M. 

VETERANS  MEMORIAL  BUILDING  NO.  1 

CORNER  OF  WORMSER  AND  TARLETON  STREETS 

JEANERETTE 

WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  11 

9:00  A.M. 

LEMANN  CENTER,  1100  CLAY  STREET 

DONALDSONVILLE 

1:30  P.M. 

SHERATON  INN 

THIBODAUX 
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Industries  as  against  Foreign  Competition 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 


1987  California  Agricultural  Tour 
By  Thomas  M.  Warner 


The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
is  planning  a  tour  of  the  San  Joaquin 
Valley  of  California  during  May  and 
June,  1987.  This  part  of  California  is 
located  between  Los  Angeles  and  San 
Francisco,  and  is  heralded  as  one  of  the 
most  productive  agricultural  areas  of 
the  world.  Approximately  200  different 
crops  are  grown  in  this  region.  Some  of 
the  crops  we  will  see  are:  sugar  beets, 
cotton,  citrus,  prunes,  carrots,  almonds, 
grapes,  dairy,  artichokes,  and  many, 
many  others. 

The  tentative  itinerary  looks  like 
this: 

Day  1    SATURDAY 

Depart  New  Orleans  and  travel  to 
Los  Angeles 

Day  2    SUNDAY 

Day  of  leisure,  Los  Angeles 

Day  3    MONDAY 

Travel    to    Bakersfield 
agricultural  operations 

Day  4    TUESDAY 

Travel     to     Fresno 
agricultural  operations 

Day  5    WEDNESDAY 

Travel  to  Mendota,  Los  Banos, 
Carmel  and  Monterrey 

Day  6  THURSDAY 

Travel  to  Salinas  Valley  to  view 
"Vegetable  Bowl",  travel  to  San 
Francisco 

Day  7    FRIDAY 

Day  of  leisure,  San  Francisco 
Day  8    SATURDAY 

Tour  of  Redwoods  and  Napa  Valley 

Day  9    SUNDAY 

Return  to  New  Orleans 
Other  options: 


viewing 


a)  Additional    days    in    San 
Francisco 

b)  Side  trip  to  Reno 

c)  Side  trip  to  Las  Vegas 

We  are  currently  negotiating  prices 
for  the  trip  and  should  have  a  total  price 
in  January.  The  tour  should  be  an  in- 
teresting one.  We  will  try  to  see  as  much 
as  we  can  while  at  the  same  providing 
ample  time  for  leisure. 

If  you  are  interested  in  receiving 
more  information  about  the  1987 
California  Agricultural  Tour,  fill  in  the 
form  below  and  mail  to  the  League 
office. 


Please  send  me  more  information  on  the 
1987  California  Agricultural  Tour. 


Name 


viewing     Address 


City. 


State. 


Zip. 


Number  of  persons  interested. 


Mail  to: 

1987  California  Agricultural  Tour 
American  Sugar  Cane  League 
416  Whitney  Building 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 


JANUARY  15,  1987 


FARM  NOTES  BY  DR.  CHARLEY  RICHARD 


1986  Crop  Completed  —  ASSCT  —  Appreciation  to  our  Cooperators 


On  January  4, 1987,  the  South  Coast 
Sugars  Raceland  Factory,  the  final  mill 
to  complete  operations,  ground  out  with 
a  total  of  just  under  590,000  tons  of  cane 
for  the  season.  As  if  to  make  the  end  of 
a  wet  and  muddy  harvest  even  worse, 
approximately  1.5  inches  of  rain  fell  on 
the  final  days  of  cane  deliveries.  Other 
factories  completed  milling  operations 
between  early  December  and  this  date. 
Early  (unofficial)  reports  show  that 
nearly  7.5  million  tons  of  cane  were 
ground  in  the  state  during  this  harvest. 
Since  approximately  250,000  acres  were 
harvested  in  1986,  a  gross  ton  yield  of 
about  30  tons  per  acre  is  expected.  A  few 
acres  of  cane  were  abandoned  due  to  ex- 
tremely muddy  conditions  at  the 
season's  end. 

Although  it  is  too  early  to  report  on 
actual  sugar  recoveries,  a  yield  of  175 
pounds  of  sugar  per  ton  would  give  us 
a  state  total  of  over  650,000  tons  of 
sugar.  Although  sugar  yields  were  kept 
low  by  the  mud,  water  and  trash,  ton- 
nage values  were  in  most  cases  equal  to 
or  higher  than  predicted  yields.  More  ac- 
curate results  will  be  published  once  of- 
ficial yields  are  reported. 


ASSCT 

On  February  5  and  6, 1987,  the  Loui- 
siana Division  of  the  American  Society 
of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists'  Meeting 
will  be  held  at  the  Bellemont  Hotel  in 
Baton  Rouge.  Registration  will  be  on 
Thursday  morning  with  the  Manufac- 
turing session  taking  place  that  after- 
noon. The  Agricultural  session  will  be 
on  Friday  morning.  Plans  are  being 
made  for  an  interesting  and  informative 


program  and  we  encourage  all  industry 
members  to  attend.  If  you  are  not  a  cur- 
rent member  we  encourage  you  to  join. 
Dues  are  only  $10.00  per  year  and  can 
be  paid  at  the  registration  desk.  This  is 
our  industry's  organization  which  was 
designed  to  help  keep  you  in  touch  with 
researchers  and  their  work. 


Appreciation  to  Our  Cooperators 

Now  that  the  harvest  season  is  over, 
it  is  a  good  time  for  growers,  processors 
and  researchers  to  review  the  past  year, 
evaluate  what  was  accomplished  and  set 
new  goals  for  1987.  For  those  in 
research,  we  need  to  remember  how  im- 
portant a  role  those  growers  and  pro- 
cessors who  give  land,  labor,  time, 
equipment  and  cane,  serve  in  this  in- 
dustry. Without  the  help  of  these 
numerous  individuals,  much  research 
would  go  uncompleted.  Without 
research  our  industry  would  quickly  suf- 
fer and  soon  die.  Therefore,  as  an  in- 
dustry we  are  extremely  grateful  to  this 
group  of  cooperators.  We  owe  each  and 
every  one  of  them  a  debt  of  gratitude 
and  a  sincere  ''Thank  You!" 
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FOR  SUGARCANE 
GRASS  CONTROL 


More  cane  growers  use  Asulox  herbicide  than  any  other 
postemergent  grass  herbicide.  Here's  why: 

True  broad  spectrum  grass  control — rhizome 
johnsongrass,  crabgrass,  itchgrass  (raoulgrass),  paragrass,  foxtail, 
goosegrass,  broadleaf  panicum. 

Higher  yields — because  Asulox  effectively  controls  both 
early  and  late  emerging  grassy  weeds,  cane  growers  have 
experienced  yield  increases  of  up  to  6  tons/acre. 

Large  application  window — lets  you  control  grasses  up  to 
12  inches  tall  (rhizome  johnsongrass  between  18  and  24  inches  tall). 

Application  flexibility — because  Asulox  can  be  broadcast 
by  air  or  ground,  banded  or  spot  sprayed  ...  up  to  two  times  per 
season. 

This  season,  go  with  the  postemergent  grass  herbicide  more 

cane  growers  prefer. 
Asulox  herbicide. 


"ASULOX, 
OF  COURSE" 


ASUtffiC 


RHONEPOULENC  INC. 

AGRDCHEMICAL  DIVISION 

Monmouth  Junction,  New  Jersey  08852 


RHONE POULENC 


Always  read  and  follow  label  directions  carefully. 
Asulox  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Rhone-Poulenc  Inc 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


PRESIDENT  SUBMITS 
1988  BUDGET 

President  Reagan  submitted  his  proposed 
budget  for  the  1988  fiscal  year  to  Congress 
on  January  5.  The  $1,024  trillion  budget  pro- 
poses no  new  taxes,  seeks  cuts  in  domestic 
programs  and  increases  in  spending  on 
defense  and  foreign  aid.  The  budget  also 
meets  the  $108  billion  deficit  target  set  by 
the  Gramm-Rudman-Hollings  balanced 
budget  law  which  calls  for  ending  federal 
deficits  by  1991. 

If  enacted  by  Congress,  the  Department 
of  Agriculture's  fiscal  1988  budget  would  be 
reduced  by  about  8  percent  from  $55.1  billion 
in  fiscal  1987  to  $50.7  billion  in  1988.  The 
proposed  budget  also  calls  for  major  cuts  of 
over  $5  billion  in  farm  price  support  and 
nutrition  programs.  Although  the  Ad- 
ministration has  not  completed  the  details 
of  its  proposed  changes  in  farm  support  pro- 
grams to  achieve  this  budget  goal,  it  is 
reported  that  among  the  proposals  to  be  sub- 
mitted will  be  revisions  in  the  sugar  pro- 
gram. In  announcing  the  sugar  import  quota 
last  month,  Secretary  Richard  Lyng  said 
changes  were  needed  in  the  sugar  program 
to  make  it  more  market  oriented  and  that 
legislation  would  be  submitted  to  Congress 
that  would  immediately  reduce  the  loan  level 
for  sugarcane  and  sugar  beets  and  would  pro- 
vide transition  payments  to  producers  which 
would  be  phased  out  over  a  five-year  period. 

Other  changes  reportedly  include  the 
following: 

(1)  A  10  percent  annual  reduction  in 
target  prices  for  grain,  cotton  and 
rice; 

(2)  A  limit  of  $50,000  on  farm  program 
payments  to  an  individual  farmer  in- 
stead of  the  current  $250,000  limit; 

(3)  A  "decoupling"  of  subsidy  payments 
from  production  requirements  which 
in  effect  would  pay  farmers  not  to 
farm; 

(4)  Farmers  Home  Administration 
operating  loans  to  farmers  would  re- 
main at  $3.5  billion,  but  the  bulk 


would  be  in  the  form  of  guarantees 
rather  than  direct  loans;  and, 

(5)    Funding  for  most  traditional*  soil 
conservation  programs  would  end 
and  staff  would  be  cut  by  4  percent. 
Instead,  the  budget  proposes  $1.4 
billion  for  payments  to  farmers  who 
put  highly  erodible  land  in  the  soil 
conservation  reserve. 
Proposed  legislative  changes  most  like- 
ly will  be  submitted  to  Congress  after  the 
President's  State  of  the  Union  address  in  late 
January.  Although  the  changes  would  have 
little  or  no  impact  on  farm  spending  this  year 
or  next,  the  Administration  hopes  they  will 
reduce  farm  programs  costs  to  $10.5  billion 
by  1992,  down  from  their  current  level  of 
$25.8  billion. 

100TH  CONGRESS  CONVENES 

The  100th  Congress  convened  January  6 
with  the  Democrats  set  to  control  both  the 
House  and  the  Senate  for  the  first  time  in 
six  years.  After  completing  its  internal 
reorganization,  the  Congress  will  turn  to 
some  of  the  major  issues  to  be  considered  this 
year  including  the  proposed  1988  budget, 
trade  legislation,  changes  in  farm  programs 
and  investigations  of  the  Iran-Contra  affair. 

SENATE  AGRICULTURE 
COMMITTEE  STAFFERS  NAMED 

Senator  Patrick  Leahy,  the  new  Chairman 
of  the  Senate  Agriculture  Committee,  has 
announced  his  key  Committee  staffers. 
Charles  Riemenschneider  has  been  named 
chief  of  staff.  He  has  been  senior  agricultural 
economist  with  the  Chemical  Bank  of  New 
York  for  the  past  four  years,  after  serving  on 
the  Senate  Budget  Committee  staff  in  the 
late  1970s.  John  Podesta,  who  has  worked 
with  Leahy  for  the  past  seven  years,  will  be 
chief  counsel.  He  had  been  chief  counsel  on 
a  Senate  Judiciary  subcommittee  and  was 
formerly  a  trial  lawyer  for  the  Justice 
Department.  Janet  Breslin,  who  has  been 
Leahy's  legislative  director,  will  serve  as 
deputy  staff  director. 
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F.D.A.  CONCLUSIONS  ON  SUGAR 


By:  R.  Charles  Hodson,  Jr. 

A  U.S.  Food  and  Drug  Administra- 
tion task  force  spent  three  years  review- 
ing research  from  all  over  the  world  on 
sugar's  role  in  nutrition.  The  Executive 
Summary  of  the  report  is  18  pages  long. 
Listed  below  however,  are  some  of  the 
conclusions  as  directly  quoted  from  the 
Executive  Summary: 

"There  is  no  evidence  to  support  a 
change  in  the  1976  Select  Committee  on 
GRAS  (Generally  Recognized  as  Safe) 
Substances  report  conclusions  that  the 
consumption  of  sugars  is  not  related  to 
diabetes  other  than  as  a  nonspecific 
source  of  calories." 

"The  weight  of  the  current  scientific 
evidence  supports  the  view  that  present 
levels  in  sugars  consumption  patterns 
are  relative  insignificant  factors  in  the 
management  of  diabetes  mellitus." 

"No  evidence  was  found  to  support 
the  contention  that  current  dietary  in- 
take of  sugars  contribute  to  the  develop- 
ment of  hypertension." 

"There  is  no  conclusive  evidence 
that  dietary  sugars  are  an  independent 
risk  factor  for  coronary  artery  disease  in 
the  general  population." 

"There  is  no  substantive  evidence 
that  the  consumption  of  sugars  is 
responsible  for  behavioral  changes  in 
children  or  in  adults  with  the  exception 
of  the  relatively  rare  hypoglycemias 
that  are  present  in  the  population." 

"There  is  no  convincing  scientific 
evidence  that  sugars  consumption  is  an 
independent  risk  factor  in  the  produc- 
tion of  gallstones." 

"There  is  no  firm  evidence  that 
sugars  as  currently  consumed  interfere 
with  the  bioavailability  vitamins, 
minerals  or  trace  nutrients,  nor  is  there 
scientific  evidence  supporting  the  notion 


that  dietary  imbalances  are  preferen- 
tially caused  by  increased  sugar  con- 
sumption." 

"There  is  no  scientifically -based 
evidence  which  demonstrates  that 
sugars  as  currently  consumed  are  an  in- 
dependent variable  in  augmenting  the 
risk  of  carcinogenesis;  specific  sugars 
that  are  the  subject  of  the  current  GRAS 
review  process  have  not  been 
demonstrated  to  be  carcinogenic." 

"Other  than  the  contribution  to  den- 
tal caries,  there  is  no  conclusive 
evidence  that  demonstrates  a  hazard  to 
the  general  public  when  sugars  are  con- 
sumed at  the  levels  that  are  now  current 
and  in  the  manner  now  practiced." 

Simply,  what  the  quotes  mean  is 
that  sugar  Consumption  has  not  been 
scientifically  shown  to  be  the  cause  of 
diabetes,  hypertension,  coronary  artery 
disease,  hyperactivity  in  children, 
gallstones,  dietary  imbalances,  or 
cancer.  Although  sugar  is  one  of  many 
factors  involved  in  tooth  decay,  it  is 
otherwise  safe  at  current  levels  of  con- 
sumption. Sugar  remains  on  the  F.D.A. 
list  of  GRAS  (Generally  Recognized  as 
Safe)  substances.  Sugar  —  naturally 
sweet,  safe,  pure,  and  only  16  calories 
per  teaspoon! 
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The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Cookbook 

FromThe  SuCMV  'Boil?! 


n  FromThe 

Duaar 


A  Collection  of  Cajati  Redpes  From 
Louisiana  Sugar  Families  &  Their  Friends 


A  must  for  collectors 

The  perfect  gift  for  a  friend  - 

Order  today  to  assure  your 

First  edition  copy! 


FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL  recipes  were  submitted  by 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.  Each  recipe  uses  sugar  —  the  natural  sweetener 
containing  only  16  calories  per  teaspoon. 


A  Collection  of  Cajun  Recipes  From  Louisiana 
Sugar  Families  and  Their  Friends 

A  Complete  Cookbook  with  500  Recipes  Ranging 
From  Appetizers  to  Desserts 

Full  Color  Spiral-Bound  Cover:  Cross  Indexed  For 
Easy  Reference 

Proceeds  Benefit  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Research 

Custom  Packed  in 
Cartons  of  12  or  24 


Mail  checks  to:    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 

416  Whitney  Building 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 


Please  send  me 


copies  at  $12.50  per  book  plus  $1.95  per  book  postage  and 


handling,  for  a  total  of  $14.45. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to:    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 


Name 


Address 


City. 


State. 


Zip. 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  book  will  be  used  to  further  research  in  the  areas  of  sugar  cane  production  and  processing. 
8  THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


ie  Sugar  Bulletin 

16  Whitney  Building  serials   Department 

ew  Orleans,  La.  70130  .     . 

ddress  correction  Requested)        Louisiana  State  University  Library 
Baton  Rouge,   LA  70303 


\fdj 


BULK  RATE 
U.S.  POSTAGE 

PAID 

PERMIT  NO.  533 
New  Orleans,  La. 


The  Sugar 
Bulletin 

OFFICIAL  BULLETIN  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.S.A. 


In  This  Issue 


Up  Front  With  The  League 3 


Farm  Notes  by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 4 


Washington  Update  With  Don  Wallace 8 


Vol.  65  -  No.  9 


FEBRUARY  1,  1987 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 


The  Official  Organ  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 


R.  Charles  Hodson,  Jr.,  Editor 

Thomas  M.  Warner,  Managing  Editor  and  Information  Director 

Charles  A.  Richard,  Director  of  Research  and  Field  Representative 

Windell  R.  Jackson,  Senior  Agronomist 

Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.,  Agronomist 

Carol  Barnes,  Secretary 

Washington  Representative: 
Wallace  and  Edwards,  Inc. 
1150  Connecticut  Avenue,  N.W. 
Suite  507 

Washington,  D.C.  20036 
Phone:  (202)  331-4331 

Editorial  and  Executive  Office: 
416  Whitney  Bldg.,  New  Orleans,  La.  70130-2692 
Phone:  (504)  525-3956  or  525-6848 


OFFICERS  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 


Irving  E.  Legendre,  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  La. 

President 
Fred  Y.  Clark,  Franklin,  La. 

1st  Vice-President 
William  S.  Patout,  III,  Patoutville,  La. 

2nd  Vice-President 
Daniel  Viator,  Lafayette,  La. 

3rd  Vice-President 


Bryan  Allain,  Jeanerette,  La. 

J.  G.  Beaud,  New  Roads,  La. 

Ramon  E.  Billeaud,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Joseph  E.  Boudreaux,  Thibodaux,  La. 

P.  J.  deGravelles,  Franklin,  La. 

Lawrence  Dugas,  New  Iberia,  La. 

Dan  Duplantis,  Raceland,  La. 

Andrew  Gay,  Plaquemines,  La. 

Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  La. 

Warren  Harang,  HI,  Donaldsonville,  La. 

Roland  Hebert,  St.  Martinville,  La. 

Roddy  Hulett,  Franklin,  La. 

Kenneth  Kahao,  Port  Allen,  La. 

Denis  Lanaux,  Killona,  La. 

Lloyd  Lauden,  New  Orleans,  La. 

D.  C.  Mattingly,  Paincourtville,  La. 

Jerome  McKee,  Thibodaux,  La. 

J.  Randolph  Roane,  Jeanerette,  La. 

R.  L.  Roane,  Jr.,  Jeanerette,  La. 

Howard  Robichaux,  Labadieville,  La. 

Daniel  Jim  Rodriguez,  Breaux  Bridge,  La. 

Raphael  Rodriguez,  Jr.,  Franklin,  La. 

Harold  Schexnayder,  White  Castle,  La. 


R.  Charles  Hodson,  Jr.,  New  Orleans,  La. 

4th  Vice-President  and  General  Manager 
Don  Wallace,  Washington,  D.C. 

5th  Vice-President 
Patrick  Cancienne,  Belle  Rose,  La. 

Treasurer 
F.  A.  Graugnard,  St.  James,  La. 

Secretary 


Mel  Schudmak,  White  Castle,  La. 
Edward  T.  Supple,  Bayou  Goula,  La. 
Roland  Talbot,  Thibodaux,  La. 
James  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  La. 
John  Thibaut,  Napoleonville,  la. 
Glenn  Timmons,  Brusly,  La. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS 

Charles  Billeaud,  Broussard,  La. 
Paul  G.  Borron,  Jr.,  Plaquemine,  La. 
Jerry  L.  Dickson,  Mathews,  La. 
Gilbert  J.  Durbin,  New  Orleans,  La. 
F.  Evans  Farwell,  New  Orleans,  La. 
J.  N.  Foret,  Jr.,  Mathews,  La. 
Warren  J.  Harang,  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  La. 
E.  W.  McNeil,  Brusly,  La. 
Charles  C.  Savoie,  Belle  Rose,  La. 
George  M.  Smith,  Jr.,  Jeanerette,  La. 
E.  Berkshire  Terrill,  Brusly,  La. 
M.  V.  Yarborough,  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 


Third  Class  postage  paid  at  New  Orleans,  La.  Issued  on  the  1st  and  15th  of  each  month.  Subscription  Members  50 
cents  a  year.  Non-Members  $10.00  a  year.  Foreign  Countries  $50.00  a  year.  The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is 
not  responsible  for  issues  lost  in  transit.  Back  issues  supplied  when  available  at  one  dollar  a  copy. 
POSTMASTER:  Send  address  changes  to  THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN,  416  WHTTNEY  BLDG.,  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA.  70130. 


We  stand  for  the  encouragement  of  Home 
Industries  as  against  Foreign  Competition 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 


Thomas  H.  Allen 
By  Thomas  M.  Warner 


Thomas  H.  Allen,  retired  general 
manager  of  Sterling  Sugars,  Inc.  died 
Thursday,  January  8  in  Conway,  Arkan- 
sas. Funeral  services  were  held  in  Con- 
way on  Saturday,  January  10.  Mr.  Allen 
was  73  years  old  and  was  a  native  of 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee.  After  a 
lengthy  career  with  the  Sugar  Division 
in  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  he  retired  as  Deputy  Direc- 
tor. He  then  joined  Sterling  Sugars,  Inc. 
in  1957  as  Executive  Vice  President  and 
General  Manager,  a  position  he  held  un- 
til his  retirement  in  1979.  Mr.  Allen  was 
a  leading  figure  in  the  Louisiana  sugar 
cane  industry,  serving  as  president  of 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League, 
Western  Sugar  Producers  Association, 
and  American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 
Technologists.  He  served  as  King 
Sucrose  XXVI  in  1967.  Locally,  he  was 
a  past  president  of  the  Franklin  Rotary 
Club,  a  former  director  of  the  Commer- 
cial Bank  and  member  of  the  Board  of 
Stewards  of  the  Methodist  Church.  He 
was  also  active  in  many  other  communi- 
ty and  civic  organizations. 

Mr.  Allen  was  a  veteran  of  World 
War  II  entering  the  Army  as  an  enlisted 
man  and  being  discharged  as  a  Major. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Josephine 
Cole  Allen  of  Conway,  Arkansas  and 
two  sons,  William  Thomas  of  New 
Orleans  and  Daniel  Alexander  of  Olym- 
pia,  Washington. 

1987  California  Agricultural 
Tour  Update 

The  League  is  receiving  good 
response  to  its  tour  of  the  San  Joaquin 
Valley  of  California.  The  tour  leaves 
New  Orleans  on  Saturday,  May  30  and 
returns  on  Sunday,  June  7.  The  Califor- 
nia Beet  Growers  Association  is  plann- 
ing the  farm  tours  for  us. 


As  mentioned  in  previous  articles, 
the  group  will  be  touring  an  area  that 
grows  approximately  200  different 
crops.  The  tour  will  provide  an  oppor- 
tunity to  see  some  of  the  most  produc- 
tive agricultural  area  of  the  world  and 
to  view  different  styles  of  farming. 

Prices  for  the  California  Agricul- 
tural Tour  have  been  established.  If  you 
are  interested  in  receiving  more  infor- 
mation about  the  tour,  fill  in  the  form 
below  and  mail  to  the  League  office. 
Please  don't  delay.  As  is  usually  the 
case,  many  people  are  showing  interest 
in  this  tour. 

Please  send  me  price  information  and  a 
description  of  the  1987  California  Agri- 
cultural Tour. 

Name 


Address 

City 

State 


.Zip. 


Number  of  persons  interested 

Mail  to: 

1987  California  Ag  Tour 
American  Sugar  Cane  League 
416  Whitney  Building 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

FREE  CLASSIFIED  ADS 

FOR  SALE:  Complete  WANG  2200 
system,  ready  to  run.  Includes:  2200  VP 
computer  w32,000  bytes  main  memory, 
2236  DE  interactive  terminal  screen 
wkey  boardl  2231W  printer,  2260C12 
disk  drive  w2  five  megabyte  disk  drives. 
All  cables  included.  System  has  always 
been  under  maintenance  contract.  Con- 
tact: John  Collignon,  Cinclare  Central 
Factory,  (504)  749-2861. 
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FARM  NOTES  BY  DR.  CHARLEY  RICHARD 


Dues  for  Research  —  Grower  Meetings  &  Recommendations  — 
Prowl  —  Poor  Weather  Conditions 


At  the  1986  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League,  held  last 
September,  a  special  dues  increase  was 
passed.  This  dues  increase  will  bring  in 
additional  money  in  1987  to  fund 
research  projects  important  to  the  Loui- 
siana sugar  industry.  This  industry  has 
always  relied  heavily  on  research  in  all 
areas  of  production,  processing  and 
mechanization  for  our  survival.  This 
money  will  help  meet  the  challenges  of 
funding  research  and  provide  solutions 
to  the  many  problems  still  facing  this  in- 
dustry. These  additional  dues  will  be 
used  only  to  fund  research.  Research 
proposals  will  be  considered  by  a  special 
committee  of  growers  and  processors 
that  will  make  recommendations  to  the 
League's  Finance  Committee  and  Board 
of  Directors.  Proposals  should  be  submit- 
ted by  February  15,  1987.  Information 
regarding  the  format  in  preparing  these 
proposals  is  available  from  the  League 
Office. 


Grower  Meetings  and 
Recommendations 

At  this  time  of  year  most  parishes 
are  having  their  Cooperative  Extension 
annual  spring  producer  meetings.  This 
is  your  chance  to  discuss  with  the  scien- 
tists and  extension  agents  the  recom- 
mendations that  you  will  be  using  in  the 
field  very  shortly.  By  asking  questions 
and  getting  involved  in  these  discus- 
sions you  can  help  yourself  to  better 
understand  the  research  behind  these 
recommendations.  Our  industry  has 
always  followed  very  closely  the  results 
of  research  and  the  recommendations 
which    come    from    it.    Attend    these 


meetings  and  follow  the  recommenda- 
tions that  are  presented  which  can  help 
you  make  money.  The  Cooperative  Ex- 
tension Service  also  makes  available  the 
written  recommendations  in  each  area 
of  production,  weed  control,  etc.  These 
are  based  on  available  research  and 
should  be  used  and  kept  by  you  for 
general  recommendations. 

Prowl 

As  of  this  writing,  the  label  for 
Prowl  has  still  not  been  approved.  Many 
growers  are  especially  interested 
because  they  need  to  get  into  a  Raoul 
grass  or  itch  grass  control  program  and 
do  not  have  the  equipment  needed  for  in- 
corporation of  Treflan.  The  label  for 
Prowl  has  supposedly  been  very  near  for 
the  last  several  years  and  still  it  is  not 
here.  Growers  should  not  base  their 
week  control  plans  on  a  chemical  that 
is  not  yet  approved  and  which  may  or 
may  not  be  approved.  When  a  label  is 
finally  received  for  the  use  of  Prowl,  the 
industry  will  be  immediately  notified.  In 
the  meantime,  growers  need  to  have  the 
necessary  equipment  for  incorporation 
of  Treflan.  The  weed  scientists  also  tell 
us  that  Prowl,  even  though  it  may  not 
need  incorporation  assuming  there  is 
rain  within  a  few  days,  works  better 
when  it  is  incorporated.  Therefore  the 
equipment  will  not  be  wasted.  Growers 
with  small  itch  grass  problems  should 
not  wait,  but  rather  should  attack  the 
problem  while  it  is  still  small.  Just  ask 
those  growers  with  a  severe  problem 
what  this  weed  can  do  to  cane 
production. 

(Continued  on  page  10) 
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FOR  SUGARCANE 
GRASS  CONTROL 


More  cane  growers  use  Asulox  herbicide  than  any  other 
postemergent  grass  herbicide.  Here's  why: 

True  broad  spectrum  grass  control — rhizome 
johnsongrass,  crabgrass,  itchgrass  (raoulgrass),  paragrass,  foxtail, 
goosegrass,  broadleaf  panicum. 

Higher  yields — because  Asulox  effectively  controls  both 
early  and  late  emerging  grassy  weeds,  cane  growers  have 
experienced  yield  increases  of  up  to  6  tons/acre. 

Large  application  window — lets  you  control  grasses  up  to 
12  inches  tall  (rhizome  johnsongrass  between  18  and  24  inches  tall). 

Application  flexibility — because  Asulox  can  be  broadcast 
by  air  or  ground,  banded  or  spot  sprayed  ...  up  to  two  times  per 
season. 

This  season,  go  with  the  postemergent  grass  herbicide  more 


"ASULOX, 
OF  COURSE" 


cane  growers  prefer. 
Asulox  herbicide. 


RHDNEPOULENC  INC. 

AGROCHEMICAL  DIVISION 

Monmouth  Junction,  New  Jersey  08852 


RHONE  POULENC 


Always  read  and  follow  label  directions  carefully. 
Asulox  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Rhone-Poulenc  Inc. 
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Broussard? 

anyone  who  owns  one! 


Just  ask.  They'll  tell  you  about  our  superior 
equipment  reliability  and  durability  along  with 
fair  and  honest  treatment  of  the  customer. 
They'll  tell  you  about  our  personalized,  friendly 
service  and  support  including  our  first-class 
hydraulic  repair. 

Sure,  any  company  can  claim  this  '—  and 
many  do.  But  go  ahead  and  ask  your  neighbor 
about  Broussard.  They'll  tell  you  the  truth. 
35  Years  of  Proof 

You  see,  for  over  35  years  we've  worked  to 
keep  our  cane  equipment  better.  We've  been 
designing  and  improving  our  machinery  to  set 
the  standard  in  the  fields. 

You've  probably  heard  about  our  improve- 
ments and  you  may  even  be  using  some  of  them 
today  to  improve  your  cane  operations.  Or  your 
neighbor  can  tell  you  about  them,  including  the 
fact  that  we  were  first  with  a  completely 
hydraulic  harvester  nearly  twenty  years  ago. 
State-Of-The-Art  Cane  Equipment 

Our  single-row  and  two-row  harvesters  are 
the  top  of  the  line.  These  wholestalk  machines 
are  engineered  for  Louisiana  cane  conditions, 
are  fully  hydraulic,  and  are  designed  for  easy 
servicing. 

Our  Flex-Boom™  self-propelled  cane  loader 
is  a  special  purpose  machine  with  an  emphasis 
on  ease  of  operation  and  speed.  A  hydrostatic 
transmission  with  hydraulic  motors  in  each 
wheel  replaces  drop  transmissions,  universal 


joints,  and  steering  axles.  When  making  a 
pivot  turn  on  the  headland  with  the  Broussard 
4  WD,  you  have  the  power  at  3  wheels,  not  2  like 
other  4  WD's,  with  limited  slip  differentials. 
That's  just  some  of  the  expertly  crafted  cane 
equipment  we  offer.  Call  us  for  details  about 
our  complete  line  and  services. 
Broussard  Conversions  Keep  You  Up  To  Date 

Our  improvement  program  includes  the  con- 
verting of  your  existing  Broussard  cane  equip- 
ment to  the  latest  designs  to  keep  your  Brous- 
sard equipment  working  for  peak  profits 
season  after  season. 

We  don't  forget  you  after  we  sell  you  the 
machinery;  that's  our  customer  service  policy. 

Used  Equipment  Too 

We  have  a  limited  number  of  used  equipment 
including  harvesters  and  tractor-mounted 
loaders.  These  have  been  carefully  inspected 
and  mechanically  re-conditioned  so  they  will  be 
ready  to  work  for  you. 

Service,  Or  How  To  Treat  Customers  Right 

Our  machines  are  designed  for  a  long  life,  but 
if  they  need  servicing,  we  will  be  there.  We 
know  that  you  can't  afford  to  lose  a  day  once 
the  season  begins.  This  includes  expert  hy- 
draulic repair. 

The  Broussard  philosophy  is  to  do  the  best 
job  for  you  we  can,  to  treat  you  fairly  and 
friendly,  and  to  stand  by  our  word. 


Call  us  today. 


BROUSSARD 

CANE  EQUIPMENT 


P.O.  Box  558  •  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 
Phone:  318/394-5541  •  Telex:  58-6648 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


ADMINISTRATION  SUGAR 
PROPOSAL 

Although  the  Administration's  pro- 
posal on  changing  the  sugar  program 
had  not  been  made  public  at  press  time, 
statements  by  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Richard  Lyng  and  other  Administration 
officials  indicate  that  there  will  be  an  at- 
tempt to  reduce  the  current  loan  rate  for 
sugar  by  as  much  as  one-third,  and  im- 
plement a  direct  payment  program  that 
would  cost  the  Treasury  $1.7  billion  over 
four  years.  It  is  reported  the  Administra- 
tion proposal  will  reduce  the  loan  rate 
from  18  to  12  cents  per  pound  for  the 
crop  years  1988  through  1992.  In  addi- 
tion, a  direct  payment  would  be  made  to 
sugar  growers.  Growers  would  receive 
the  full  six-cent  difference  in  the  loan 
rate  for  fiscal  1988,  and  declining 
amounts  each  additional  year  of  the  pro- 
gram. The  "transition"  payments  would 
be  phased  out  over  five  years. 

It  was  reported  in  the  January  14 
edition  of  the  JOURNAL  OF  COM- 
MERCE that  U.S.  Trade  Representative 
Clayton  Yeutter  said  the  aim  of  the  Ad- 
ministration's efforts  would  be  the  even- 
tual phasing  out  of  sugar  production  in 
the  United  States.  Yeutter  was  in 
Jamaica  with  a  delegation  of  con- 
gressmen from  the  Ways  and  Means 
Subcommittee  on  Oversight  which  is 
studying  the  impact  of  the  Caribbean 
Basin  Initiative.  He  was  quoted  as  say- 
ing, "I  do  not  like  the  present  sugar 
policy.  It  is  worse  today  than  it  was  in 
the  1970s.  It  should  be  changed  and 
phased  out  over  time,  but  this  will  not 
be  easy."  He  went  on  to  say,  "Hopeful- 
ly the  marginal  producers  would  drop 
out,  leading  to  reduced  production." 
This  would  lead  to  a  larger  U.S.  market 
for  imports  from  traditional  suppliers. 

Legislation  will  have  to  be  intro- 
duced in  Congress  to  make  any  changes 
in  the  sugar  program.  No  date  has  been 
set  to  introduce  such  a  bill,  but  it  most 


likely  will  be  done  after  President 
Reagan's  State  of  the  Union  address 
scheduled  for  January  27. 

TRADE  HEARINGS  BEGIN 

The  Senate  Committee  began  the 
first  of  a  series  of  hearings  on  trade  this 
week  promising  to  pass  legislation  this 
year  to  address  the  nation's  record  trade 
deficit.  Leaders  in  both  the  Senate  and 
House  have  said  this  will  be  a  top  priori- 
ty during  the  100th  Congress,  and  Presi- 
dent Reagan  is  expected  to  make  known 
his  plans  for  a  trade  bill  during  his  State 
of  the  Union  speech.  Senator  Lloyd 
Bentsen  (D-Tex.),  Finance  Committee 
Chairman,  plans  to  hold  several  weeks 
of  hearings,  then  will  develop  a  trade 
bill.  The  House  also  is  expected  to  begin 
working  on  its  version  of  trade  legisla- 
tion in  the  near  future. 

FRESHMEN  APPOINTED  TO 
HOUSE  AGRICULTURE  COMMITTEE 

The  Democratic  Steering  and  Policy 
Committee  has  nominated  six  members 
of  its  congressional  freshman  class  to 
serve  on  the  House  Agriculture  Commit- 
tee. The  new  members  are:  Represen- 
tatives Dave  Nagle,  Iowa;  James  Jontz, 
Indiana;  Tim  Johnson,  South  Dakota; 
Claude  Harris,  Alabama;  Ben  Night- 
horse  Campbell,  Colorado;  and  Mike 
Espy,  Mississippi.  House  Republicans 
are  expected  to  appoint  Wally  Herger, 
California;  Clyde  Holloway,  Louisi- 
ana; and  Fred  Grandy,  Iowa;  to  the  com- 
mittee. The  Committee  is  scheduled  to 
meet  January  22  to  organize  its 
subcommittees. 

TENTATIVE  IMMIGRATION 
REGULATIONS  ISSUED 

Preliminary    regulations    were    issued 
January  20  for  the  new  immigration  law. 
The  regulations,  which  set  out  the  rules  for 
(Continued  on  page  10) 
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Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop. 


Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable 
protection  from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do  better 
than  SENCOR  herbicide  and 
GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you  control  of 
grass  and  broadleaf  weeds 
before  they  become  a 
problem.  Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of  sugar- 
cane borer,  and  long 
residual  control  even  in 
hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you  ap- 
plication flexibility,  at  a  price 
that  makes  good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE. 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg  TMs  of  the  Parent  Company 

of  Farbenfabriken  Bayer  GmbH,  Leverkusen 


(£ 


Mobay  Chemical  Corporation 

Agricultural  Chemicals  Division 
Box  4913,  Kansas  City,  MO  64120 
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FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  4) 
Poor  Weather  Continues 

Rain  has  continued  to  fall  through 
December  and  January  and  fields  have 
stayed  wet.  The  U.S.D.A.  Station  in 
Houma  reports  over  10  1/2  inches  of  rain 
from  December  1  to  January  20.  It  is  ex- 
tremely important  that  drains  be  kept 
open,  pumps  continue  to  run  where 
necessary,  and  that  ruts  be  drained  and 
filled  in  as  soon  as  possible.  Cane  can 
suffer  badly  from  waterlogged  condi- 
tions at  this  time  of  year  when 
temperatures  are  cold.  Shovel  work, 
although  unpleasant,  is  often  time  the 
only  solution.  Whatever  it  takes,  good 
field  drainage  at  this  time  of  year  is 
worth  the  expense. 


Tell  Them 

You  Saw  It  In 

THE 
SUGAR  BULLETIN 


WASHINGTON 
UPDATE 

(Continued  from  Page  8) 

enforcing  the  new  law,  would  require 
U.S.  citizens  to  prove  their  legal 
residence  in  this  country,  aliens  to  show 
they  have  been  authorized  to  work  in 
the  United  States,  and  employers  to 
make  a  good-faith  effort  to  determine 
the  validity  of  the  authorization  papers. 
Under  the  new  regulations,  employers 
would  have  24  hours  after  hiring  a  new 
employee  to  check  his  documentation 
and  fill  out  a  form  containing  employee 
information  and  indicating  what  sort  of 
documentation  has  been  examined.  The 
forms  must  be  kept  on  file  for  three 
years.  The  regulations  also  contain  pro- 
posed rules  for  the  alien  "amnesty"  pro- 
gram. In  issuing  tentative  rules,  the  Im- 
migration and  Naturalization  Service  is 
following  different  procedures,  in  effect 
submitting  a  draft  copy  to  interested 
parties  and  asking  for  informal  com- 
ments. The  formal  30-day  comment 
period  will  not  begin  until  the  proposed 
rule  is  published  in  the  FEDERAL 
REGISTER,  probably  in  late  February. 


It's  your  future 


Take  stock  in  America 

Buy  U.S.  Savings  Bonds 
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The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Cookbook 

FromThe  SuCMT  ^Oipl 


-,  FromTh* 

Suaar 


A  must  for  collectors 

The  perfect  gift  for  a  friend  — 

Order  today  to  assure  your 

First  edition  copy! 


FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL  recipes  were  submitted  by 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.  Each  recipe  uses  sugar  —  the  natural  sweetener 
containing  only  16  calories  per  teaspoon. 


A  Collection  of  Cajun  Recipes  From  Louisiana 
Sugar  Families  and  Their  Friends 


A  Complete  Cookbook  with  500  Recipes  Ranging 
From  Appetizers  to  Desserts 

Full  Color  Spiral-Bound  Cover:  Cross  Indexed  For 
Easy  Reference 

Proceeds  Benefit  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Research 

Custom  Packed  in 
Cartons  of  12  or  24 


Mail  checks  to:    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 

416  Whitney  Building 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 


Please  send  me 


copies  at  $12.50  per  book  plus  $1.95  per  book  postage  and 


handling,  for  a  total  of  $14.45. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to:    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 


Name 


Address 
City 


.State. 


.Zip. 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  book  will  be  used  to  further  research  in  the  areas  of  sugar  cane  production  and  processing. 
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CREDIT  ASSOCIATION 
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FARM  NOTES  BY  DR.  CHARLEY  RICHARD 


ASCS  Seed  and  Acreage  Reports  —  Computer  Group  Kleentex 


There  is  no  organization  that  is  now 
charged  with  the  responsibility  of  collec- 
ting and  reporting  sugar  cane  acreage. 
However,  the  ASCS  parish  offices  in  the 
cane  belt  do  perform  this  sevice.  The 
records  are  only  as  accurate  as  you,  the 
members  of  the  industry,  want  them  to 
be.  At  the  present  time,  the  executive 
director  in  each  parish  asks  that  all 
growers  report  their  seed  acreage  used 
in  1986  if  they  have  not  already  done  so. 
This  is  the  only  way  harvested  acreage 
can  be  determined.  This  information  is 
also  needed  so  that  accurate  yield 
results  can  be  determined  not  only  for 
each  grower  but  also  for  each  parish  and 
for  the  industry  as  a  whole.  I  reported 
in  the  last  issue  of  the  Sugar  Bulletin 
the  estimated  yield  per  acre  (30  gross 
tons)  based  on  an  estimated  harvested 
acreage  of  246,000  acres.  In  order  to 
finalize  the  results,  this  seed  acreage 
needs  to  be  accurately  determined  as 
soon  as  possible.  Good  acreage  and  yield 
records  are  necessary  for  our  industry  to 
track  its  progress.  Growers  should  at- 
tend to  this  matter  immediately  before 
they  get  busy  with  spring  field  work. 

Computer  Group 

Recently,  an  article  was  run  in  the 
Bulletin  which  requested  anyone  in- 
terested in  computers  and  software  to 
send  in  their  name  to  the  League  Office 
so  that  we  could  put  together  a  computer 
users  group.  We  have  received  a  good 
response  to  that  inquiry  indicating,  as 
we  suspected,  a  need  for  such  a  group. 
This  group  will  be  meeting  shortly  to 
discuss  the  possibility  of  putting 
together  various  software  for  use  by  in- 
dustry members  and  in  particular  a  pro- 
gram to  store  field  records. 

It  has  sometimes  been  said  that  com- 
puters do  not  make  you  money.  That  is 
probably  not  true  since  computers  help 
store  past  management  decisions  and 


their  results  in  terms  of  field  yields. 
These  records  can  help  you  make  better 
management  decisions  which  in  turn 
can  make  you  more  money.  Com- 
puterization is  not  for  everybody.  For 
those  who  are  interested  and  who  did 
not  send  in  their  form  the  first  time,  we 
request  that  you  submit  your  name  and 
participate  in  this  group.  A  form  for  this 
purpose  follows  this  article. 

Kleentek 

The  second  year  of  testing  Kleentek 
cane  (registered  product  of  CGI,  Crop 
Genetics  International,  N.V.,)  is  now 
completed.  First  stubble  data  is  being 
analyzed  from  the  three  sets  of  ex- 
periments that  are  now  being  run.  Two 
of  these  tests,  the  outfield  locations  and 
the  field  scale  test  at  Graugnard  Farms, 
have  been  conducted  cooperatively  by 
USDA,  LSU  and  the  League.  The  third 
set  of  tests,  those  run  by  CGI,  have  been 
harvested  in  conjunction  with  the  three 
research  agencies  and  handled  along 
with  the  outfield  tests.  Although  the 
results  won't  be  complete  until  second 
stubble  is  harvested  in  1987,  the  data  to 
this  point  would  indicate  that  the 
Kleentek  material  of  CP  65-357  is 
similar  in  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  to  RSD 
free  heat-treated  progeny  of  CP  65-357. 
In  some  tests  where  an  RSD-infected 
source  of  CP  65-357  was  available,  there 
were  some  significant  differences  in 
favor  of  the  Kleentek  material.  Some  of 
the  tests  indicate  higher  tonnage  but 
lower  CRS  in  the  Kleentek  material. 
After  this  first  crop  cycle  is  completed, 
the  available  data  will  be  formally 
presented  to  the  industry.  At  present 
there  is  not  enough  data  to  make  any 
sort  of  recommendation  and  it  remains 
an  individual  management  decision  as 
to  whether  growers  want  to  purchase 
this  material. 

(Continued  on  page  14) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


LYNG  TESTIFIES  BEFORE 

SENATE  AGRICULTURE 

COMMITTEE 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Richard 
Lyng,  in  his  first  appearance  before  the 
Democratic-controlled  Senate  Agricul- 
ture Committee  on  February  4,  said  the 
Administration  farm  package  will  pro- 
pose changes  in  the  U.S.  sugar  program; 
a  10  percent  per  year  reduction  in  target 
prices  for  1988,  1989  and  1990;  "de- 
coupling" of  program  payments  and  pro- 
duction on  corn  and  other  major  com- 
modities; reduction  in  some  price  sup- 
port loans  to  make  U.S.  commodities 
more  competitive  in  world  markets;  and, 
tightening  of  payment  limitations. 

In  testimony  before  the  Senate 
Agriculture  Committee  and  the  Senate 
Budget  Committee  the  previous  week, 
Secretary  Lyng  said  legislation  would  be 
introduced  to  reduce  the  sugar  loan  rate 
from  18  cents  to  12  cents  a  pound  that 
would  be  offset  to  some  extent  by  direct 
payments  commencing  with  the  1988 
crop  for  five  years.  He  said  in  a  very 
short  time  the  U.S.  will  be  importing  no 
sugar  and  that  the  next  phase  will  be  to 
see  our  own  sugar  production  continu- 
ing to  diminish.  Lyng  said  the  Ad- 
ministration felt  that  faced  with  this 
alternative  some  sugar  producers  should 
be  given  the  option  and  opportunity  in 
this  transition  to  make  a  decision 
whether  to  continue  producing  at  12 
cents  a  pound,  with  some  transition 
payments,  or  whether  they  would  find 
it  advantageous  to  phase  out.  Lyng 
acknowledged  that  the  Administration's 
sugar  proposal  will  be  "very  controver- 
sial." 

Chairman  Patrick  Leahy  (D-Vt.)  and 
other  Committee  Democrats  accused  the 
Administration  of  breaking  faith  with 
Congress  and  farmers  in  proposing  ma- 


jor changes  in  the  1985  Farm  Bill  after 
only  the  first  year  of  the  five-year 
legislation.  Leahy  said  the  Administra- 
tion is  "not  staying  the  course"  with  the 
1985  bill. 

AGRICULTURE  SUBCOMMITTEE 
LEADERS  NAMED 

Chairman  of  the  House  and  Senate 
Agriculture  subcommittees  and  their 
ranking  minority  members  have  been 
named.  The  number  of  Senate  subcom- 
mittees has  been  reduced  from  seven  to 
six  and  jurisdiction  has  been  realigned. 
New  Senate  subcommittees  and  their 
chairmen  and  ranking  members  respec- 
tively are:  Agricultural  Production  and 
Stabilization  of  Prices  —  Senators  Zorin- 
sky  (D-Neb.)  and  Helms  (R-N.C); 
Agricultural  Research,  Conservation, 
Forestry  &  General  Legislation  — 
Melcher  (D-Mont.)  and  Bond  (R-Mo.); 
Domestic  and  Foreign  Marketing  and 
Product  Promotion  —  Pryor  (D-Ark.)  and 
Cochran  (R-Miss.);  Agricultural  Credit 

—  Boren  (D-Okla.)  and  Boschwitz  (R- 
Minn.);  Rural  Development  and  Rural 
Electrification  —  Heflin  (D-Ala.)  and 
McConnell  (R-Ky.);  and,  Nutrition  and 
Investigations  —  Harkin  (D-Iowa)  and 
Dole  (R-Kan.). 

On  the  House  side,  the  subcommit- 
tee structure  was  unchanged.  New 
chairmen  and  ranking  members  respec- 
tively are:  Livestock,  Dairy  and  Poultry 

—  Representatives  Stenholm  (D-Tex.) 
and  Jeffords  (R-Vt.);  Tobacco  and 
Peanuts  —  Rose  (D-N.C.)  and  Hopkins 
(R-Ky.);  Wheat,  Soybeans  &  Feed  Grains 

—  Glickman  (D-Kan.)  and  Marlenee  (R- 
Mont.);  Conservation,  Credit  &  Rural 
Development  —  Ed  Jones  (D-Tenn.)  and 
Coleman  (R-Mo.);  Department  Opera- 
tions, Research  &  Foreign  Agriculture— 

(Continued  on  page  14) 
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FOR  SUGARCANE 
GRASS  CONTROL 


More  cane  growers  use  Asulox  herbicide  than  any  other 
postemergent  grass  herbicide.  Here's  why: 

True  broad  spectrum  grass  control — rhizome 
johnsongrass,  crabgrass,  itchgrass  (raoulgrass),  paragrass,  foxtail, 
goosegrass,  broadleaf  panicum. 

Higher  yields — because  Asulox  effectively  controls  both 
early  and  late  emerging  grassy  weeds,  cane  growers  have 
experienced  yield  increases  of  up  to  6  tons/acre. 

Large  application  window — lets  you  control  grasses  up  to 
12  inches  tall  (rhizome  johnsongrass  between  18  and  24  inches  tall). 

Application  flexibility — because  Asulox  can  be  broadcast 
by  air  or  ground,  banded  or  spot  sprayed  ...  up  to  two  times  per 
season. 

This  season,  go  with  the  postemergent  grass  herbicide  more 


"ASULOX, 
OF  COURSE" 


cane  growers  prefer. 
Asulox  herbicide. 


RHONEPOULENC  INC. 

AEROCHEMICAL  DIVISION 

Monmouth  Junction,  New  Jersey  08852 
V  **    RHONE  POULENC 

Always  read  and  follow  label  directions  carefully. 
Asulox  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Rhone-Poulenc  Inc 


CONTROLLING  WEEDS  IN  SUGARCANE 


A  complete  chemical  program  for 
weed  and  grass  control  can  help  Louisi- 
ana growers  produce  maximum  yields  of 
sugarcane  when  the  program  is  combin- 
ed with  sound  agronomic  practices  such 
as  timely  cultivation,  selection  of 
adapted  varieties,  proper  fertilization, 
and  disease  and  insect  control. 

Herbicides  are  expensive,  and  unless 
they  are  applied  properly  and  at  the 
right  time,  they  will  not  provide  max- 
imum control  of  weeds.  Spray  equip- 
ment should  be  in  good  condition,  pro- 
perly calibrated  (several  times  during  a 
season),  and  should  have  vigorous  agita- 
tion (especially  for  wettable  powders). 
Herbicides  should  also  be  accurately 
measured  or  weighed. 

When  ground  equipment  is  used, 
herbicides  usually  should  be  applied  in 
a  band  over  the  top  of  the  row.  Apply  in 
a  band  30  inches  wide  when  cane  is 
planted  in  drills  up  to  18  inches  in 
width,  and  apply  in  a  band  36  inches 
wide  when  cane  is  planted  in  drills 
greater  than  18  inches  in  width. 

Unless  stated  otherwise,  rates  for 
herbicides  in  this  guide  are  expressed  as 
the  amount  of  formulated  herbicide  re- 
quired per  acre  of  sugarcane  when  ap- 
plied to  a  30-inch  band  on  72-inch  rows. 
The  table  on  the  last  page  can  be  used 
to  select  the  rate  required  when  her- 
bicides are  applied  in  other  band  widths 
or  when  other  row  widths  are  used.  If 
these  herbicides  are  aerially  applied,  in- 
crease the  band  width  rate  propor- 
tionately to  the  broadcast  rate. 

WEED  CONTROL  AT  PLANTING 

Herbicides  to  control  weeds, 
especially  johnsongrass  seedlings,  are 
essential  to  prevent  weed  competition 
and  losses  in  sugarcane  production. 
Unless  herbicides  are  applied  after  plan- 
ting, weed  seed  remaining  in  the  soil 
following  a  fallow  program  will  ger- 
minate, producing  viable  seeds  and/or 
johnsongrass   rhizomes.    As    a    result, 


grasses,  especially  johnsongrass,  will 
quickly  reinfest  a  field. 

Winter  grasses  and  broadleaf  weeds 
are  not  as  competitive  as  johnsongrass, 
but  they  suppress  the  growth  of  the  cane 
in  the  spring  and  must  be  removed 
either  chemically  or  mechanically 
before  regular  spring  work  can  proceed. 

Selection  of  herbicides  should  be 
based  on  soil  texture  and  organic  mat- 
ter content,  weed  problem  and  the  varie- 
ty of  sugarcane.  If  for  some  reason 
preemergence  herbicides  canot  be  ap- 
plied immediately  after  planting,  they 
should  be  applied  at  the  earliest  possi- 
ble time. 

A.  Preemergence  Control  of  Johnson- 
grass Seedlings  and  Winter  Weeds 


RATEA 


Herbicide 


Light     Medium    Heavy 
Soil         Soil         Soil 


Sencor/Lexone  4L  1.5   pts.  1.5   pts.     1.5   pts. 
Sencor/Lexone  DF  1.0   lb.    1.0   lb.      1.0   lb. 
Sinbar80W*  .661b.      .661b.**    .751b. 

*  Do  not  apply  Sinbar  on  the  variety  CP  48-103, 
on  soils  with  less  than  1%  organic  matter,  or  on 
soils  that  have  shown  previous  Sinbar  injury. 
**  Use  .75  lb.  where  heavy  johnsongrass  infesta- 
tions are  expected. 

B.  Preemergence  Control  ofltchgrass 
(August  Planted  Cane  Only) 

Apply  Treflan  at  1.7  pts./A  (all  soil 
types)  and  incorporate  immediately 
into  the  soil  to  a  depth  of  about  2  in- 
ches but  above  the  cane  seed  pieces. 
Additional  herbicidal  treatments 
should  be  applied  to  control  winter 
weeds  (Section  D). 

Note:  Treflan  will  also  effectively 
control  browntop  panicum  and  seed- 
ling johnsongrass. 

C .  Preemergence  Control  of  Annual 
Summer  and  Winter  Weeds 

The    following    herbicides    control 
most    annual    grasses    and    broadleaf 
(Continued  on  page  7) 
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weeds,  but  may  not  control  johnson- 
grass,  itchgrass  or  browntop  panicum. 

Herbicide        Rate/A  (all  soil  types) 

AAtrex80W  1.5  lbs. 

Atrazine  80W  1.5  lbs. 

Princep  80W  1.5  lbs. 

Cotoran80W  1.5  lbs. 

Karmex80WP  1.5  lbs. 

AAtrex  4L  1.2  qts. 

Atrazine  4L  1.2  qts. 

Princep  4L  1.2  qts. 

AAtrex  Nine-0  1.33  lbs. 

D.  Alternate  Procedure  for  August 
Planted  and/or  Heat  Treated 
Sugarcane 

Generally  early  planted  cane  is 
lightly  covered  (2  inches  of  packed  soil) 
and  frequently  more  soil  is  added  before 
winter.  If  additional  soil  will  be  added, 
two  applications  of  herbicide  may  be 
needed. 

The  first  treatment  after  planting 
should  be  with  one  of  the  herbicides  in 
this  guide  at  the  lowest  rate  suggested. 
For  the  second  treatment,  after  addi- 
tional soil  is  added,  apply  AAtrex  80W 
at  1.2  lbs.,  or  Atrazine  4L  at  1.0  qt.,  or 
AAtrex  Nine-0  at  1.1  lb. 

E.  Supplemental  Practices 

1.  After  herbicides  are  applied  to 
the  drill,  cultivate  the  middle  and 
sides  of  the  row  to  control  weeds. 

2.  Rogue  escaped  rhizome  johnson- 
grass  plants. 

3.  Do  not  apply  dalapon  in  the  fall. 

WEED  CONTROL  AFTER  HARVEST 

A.  Control  ofJohnsongrass  and  Annual 
Weeds  in  Cane  Cut  for  Seed  and  Ear- 
ly Harvested  Cane 

1.    Preemergence 

RATE/A 


Sinbar* 

Sencor/Lexone  4L 
Sencore/Lexone  DF 


.66  lb.       .75  lb. 
1.5  pts.  1.5  pts.    1.5   pts. 
1.0  lb.    1.0  lb.**  1.0  lb. 


*  Do  not  apply  Sinbar  on  the  variety  CP  48-103, 
on  soils  with  less  than  1%  organic  matter,  or  on 
soils  that  have  shown  previous  Sinbar  injury. 

2.  Postemergence  (johnsongrass  or 
itchgrass) 

Apply  Asulox  at  2.0  qts/A  (36 
inch  band)  plus  .25  to  .50  percent 
non-ionic  surfactant  or  1.0  per- 
cent crop  oil  concentrate  by 
volume  to  18-inch  johnsongrass  or 
6-inch  itchgrass.  For  spot  treat- 
ment, turn  boom  on  and  off  as 
necessary. 

B.   Control  of  Winter  Annual  Weeds 

Applying  Atrazine  after  harvest 
may  eliminate  the  need  to  remove 
large  winter  weeds  in  the  spring. 

1.    Preemergence 


Herbicide 

RATE/A*** 

Light    Medium    Heavy 
Soil         Soil         Soil 

Atrazine  80W 
Atrazine  4L 

.751b.    1.0  lb.      1.0  lb. 
.75  qt.    1.0   qt.      1.0   qt. 

2.    Postemergence* 

Herbicide 

RATE/A  (all  soil  types) 

Atrazine  80W** 
Atrazine  4L** 

1.0  lb. 
1.0   qt. 

Herbicide 


Light     Medium    Heavy 
Soil         Soil         Soil 


*  Weeds  up  to  6  inches  tall. 
**  Add  .25  percent  surfactant  or  1.0  percent  crop 

oil  concentrate  by  volume. 
***  36-inch  band. 


SPRING  WEED  CONTROL 
Removal  of  Winter  Weeds 

Heavy  infestations  of  winter  weeds 
should  be  removed  in  late  winter  or 
spring  for  plant  or  stuble  crops  to 
reduce  weed  competition  and  to  pro- 
(Continued  on  page  8) 
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vide  a  clean  bed  for  the  application 
of  preemergence  herbicides.  (Rates 
for  36-inch  band) 

1.  Herbicides  for  Broadleaf  Weeds 

a.  2,  4-D  (amine)  at  1.0  qt. 

b.  Weedmaster  at  1.0  qt.  (better 
on  asters  and  goldenrod) 

2.  Herbicides  for  Winter  Grasses 
a.  Evik  80W  at  1.0  to  1.5  lbs. 

plus  .25  percent  surfactant  or 
1.0  percent  crop  oil  concen- 
trate by  volume. 

3.  Mechanical  Removal 

Both  grasses  and  broadleaf 
weeds  can  be  removed  with  a 
variety  of  rotary  hoes,  picks  and 
shavers.  Where  weeds  are  remov- 
ed mechanically,  spray  the  row 
with  2,  4-D  (amine)  at  1.0  qt.  to 
prevent  new  weed  growth 
temporarily. 

B.   Preemergence  Control  of  Seedling 
Johnsongrass  in  Plant  Cane 

Apply  one  of  the  following  her- 
bicides immediately  after  the  row  is 
off-barred  and  rebuilt.  The  following 
treatments  will  control  most  sum- 
mer annual  weeds. 


Herbicide 


RATE/A 

Light       Medium       Heavy 
Soil  Soil  Soil 


Sinbar*  .66.75 lb.***  .751b.  1.0  lb. 

Sencor/Lexone  4L*        2.0  pts.  2.0  pts.  2.0-2.5  pts. 

Sencor/Lexone  75DF*     1.3  lbs.  1.3  lbs.**  1.3-1.66  lbs. 

Man**  1.66  pts.  1.66  pts.  1.66  pts. 

*  Apply  this  rate  if  this  herbicide  was  not  ap- 
plied in  the  fall.  If  this  herbicide  was  applied 
in  the  fall,  reduce  the  use  rate  by  25  percent. 
**  Use  Weedmaster  or  2,  4-D  at  1.0  qt./A  or 
Atrazine  80W  at  1.0  lb./A  for  broadleaf  weed 
control.  Treflan  must  be  incorporated.  Atra- 
zine should  not  be  incorporated. 
***  Apply  only  on  light  soils  that  have  not  shown 
previous  Sinbar  injury  and  soils  with  more 
than  1%  organic  matter. 


C.  Preemergence  Control  of  Seedling 
Johnsongrass  and  Annual  Weeds  in 
Stubble  Cane 

Apply  one  of  the  following  her- 
bicides immediately  after  the  row  is 
off-barred  and  rebuilt. 


RATE/A 


Herbicide 


Light      Medium     Heavy 
Soil         Soil         Soil 


Sinbar 

Sencor/Lexone  4L 
Sencor/Lexone  75DF 


1.0  lb.*  1.0  pts. 
2.0  pts.  2.0  pts. 
1.3  lbs.    1.3  lbs. 


1.3  lb. 
2.5  pts. 
1.66  lbs. 


If  emerged  broadleaf  weeds  are  present,  add  Weed- 
master  or  2,  4-D  (amine)  at  1.0  qt./A. 

*  Apply  only  on  light  soils  that  have  not  shown 
previous  Sinbar  injury  and  soils  with  more  than 
1%  organic  matter. 

D.  Postemergence  Control  of  Rhizome 
Johnsongrass,  Escaped  Seedling 
Johnsongrass  and  Other  Grasses 

The  following  programs  are 
designed  to  control  grasses.  When 
broadleaf  weeds  are  also  a  problem, 
add  one  of  the  following:  Weed- 
master  or  amine  2,  4-D  at  1.0  qt./A. 
1.  Asulox 

a.  First  Application:  Apply 
Asulox  at  4.0  pts/A  in  a 
36-inch  band.  Adjust  nozzles 
for  complete  coverage.  Apply 
when  most  johnsongrass  is  18 
to  24  inches  tall  and  before 
flowering.  A  non-toxic  surfac- 
tant at  .25  percent  to  .50  per- 
cent by  volume  or  a  crop  oil 
concrete  at  1.0  percent  by 
volume  may  be  added. 

b.  Second  Application:  Apply  a 
second  application  of  Asulox 
at  3.5  pts. /A  in  a  36-inch  band 
plus  surfactant  or  crop  oil  con- 
centrate when  johnsongrass 
has  exhibited  abundant  new 
growth  (usually  about  eight 
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weeks  after  first  application). 
A  second  application  will  in- 
crease control  but  may  not  in- 
crease yield  over  a  single 
application. 

Asulox  may  be  aerially  ap- 
plied. Apply  as  with  ground 
equipment  but  increase  the 
rate  to  6.0  to  8.0  pts./A.  Total 
spray  volume  should  be  in- 
creased by  10  percent  to  allow 
for  ditchbanks  and  headlands. 
Note:  Occasional  sugarcane 
injury  may  occur  from  Asulox 
applications  if  sugarcane  is 
stressed  from  drought,  ex- 
cessive temperature  or  flooded 
soils,  particularly  when  ap- 
plied after  mid-May.  The 
variety  CP  72-370  appears  to 
be  more  sensitive  than  other 
varieties  to  late  (after  mid- 
May)  applications. 
2.  Dalapon-Asulox  Mixture  in  Stub- 
ble Cane 

A  mixture  of  dalapon  and  Asulox 
may    give    better    control    of 
johnsongrass  than  Asulox  alone. 
Apply  a  mixture  of  Asulox  at  2.5 
to  3.5  pts./A  plus  dalapon  at  1.5 
to  2.0  lbs./A  on  a  36-inch  band. 
Add  a  non-ionic  surfactant  at  .25 
percent  by  volume.  Do  not  apply 
dalapon  after  mid-May.  (Dalapon 
may  cause  stunting  and  yield 
reduction.) 
E.   Control  of  Annual  Weeds,  Itchgrass, 
Browntop  Panicum  and  Bermuda- 
grass 

1.  Annual  Weeds  and  Grasses 
Apply  the  following  herbicides 
where  johnsongrass  or  itchgrass 
is  not  a  problem. 


Herbicide 

Light 
Soil 

RATE/A 

Medium 
Soil 

Heavy 
Soil 

Sencor/Lexone  4L 
Sencor/Lexone  75DF 

1.0  pt. 
.661b. 

1.0  pt. 
.661b. 

1.5  pts. 
1.01b. 

Sinbar 

.5  lb.* 

.5  lb. 

.51b. 

AAtrex  80W 

1.5  lbs. 

1.5  lbs. 

1.5  lbs. 

Princep  80W 

1.5  lbs. 

1.5  lbs. 

1.5  lbs. 

Cotoran  80W 

1.5  lbs. 

1.5  lbs. 

1.5  lbs. 

Karmex  80W 

1.5  lbs. 

1.5  lbs. 

1.5  lbs. 

*  Apply  Sinbar  only  to  light  soils  that  have  not  shown 
previous  Sinbar  injury. 

2.  Itchgrass 

A.  Preemergence  -  Treflan 

Apply  Treflan  at  1.66  to  2.0 
pts.  in  a  band  30-  to  36  inches 
wide  to  a  clean  drill  before  it- 
chgrass germinates.  Incor- 
porate into  soil  above  the 
sugarcane  with  a  rolling 
cultivator  (about  2  inches 
deep)  immediately  after  ap- 
plication. For  improved  con- 
trol, remove  excessive  stubble 
or  weedy  growth  and  loosen 
hard  packed  soil  before 
application. 

B.  Alternate  Preemergence  Herbi- 
cide 

If  the  application  and  incorporation 
of  Treflan  are  not  feasible,  apply  one 
of  the  following: 

1.  TCA  -  Apply  3.5  pts.  TCA  +  1.0 
qt.  2,4-D.  Repeat  in  four  weeks.  If 
itchgrass  has  germinated,  add  2.0 
lb./A  Dowpon  M. 

2.  Velpar  (Stubble  Cane)  -  Apply  .5 
lb./A  Velpar  on  medium  soils  and 
.66  lb./A  on  heavy  soils.  Do  not 
apply  to  light  soils.  Varieties  CP 
65-357  and  CP  72-370  are  sen- 
sitive to  Velpar. 

C.  Postemergence 

Apply  the  following  when  the  largest 
itchgrass  plants  are  6  inches  tall. 
Apply  Asulox  at  3.5  pts./A  on  a 
30-inch  band  or  Asulox  at  2.5  to  3.0 
pts.A  plus  Dowpon  M  at  1.5  to  2.0 
pounds.  Add  a  non-ionic  surfactant 
at  .25  to  .50  percent  by  volume.  Do 
not  apply  Dowpon  to  any  cane  after 
mid-May. 

(Continued  on  page  10) 
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D.  Layby 

Apply  Treflan  broadcast  at 
3.0  pts./A  after  the  layby 
cultivation  and  incorporate 
with  a  rolling  cultivator  or 
disk  cultivator. 

3.  Browntop  Panicum 
Browntop  Panicum  is  not  con- 
trolled by  Sinbar,  and  Fenatrol  is 
no  longer  available.  The  follow- 
ing control  methods  are  recom- 
mended where  browntop 
panicum  is  a  problem. 

A.  Preemergence 

Apply  Treflan  at  1.66  pts./A. 
Incorporate  immediately  with 
a  rolling  cultivator.  If  Treflan 
cannot  be  used,  apply  Sen- 
cor/Lexone  4L  at  2.0  to  2.5 
pts./A  or  Sencor/Lexone  75DF 
at  1.3  to  1.66  lbs./A. 

B.  Postemergence 

1.  Evik  80W  -  Apply  at  1.0 
lb. /A  to  a  24-inch  band  as 
a  directed  spray  only  to  a 
24-inch  band.  Add  .5  per- 
cent non-ionic  surfactant  at 
1.0  percent  crop  oil  concen- 
trate by  volume.  Do  not 
allow  spray  to  contact 
cane,  or  injury  may  result. 

2.  Dowpon  M  —  Apply 
Dowpon  M  at  1.0  to  1.5 
lbs./A  as  a  directed  spray. 

C.  Layby 

Apply  Treflan  at  2.0  to  3.0 
.pts./A  (broadcast)  and  incor- 
porate with  a  rolling 
cultivator  or  bed  chopper. 

4.  Bermudagrass 

In  addition  to  preemergence 
treatments,  fields  infested  with 
bermudagrass  should  also  be 
treated  with  a  directed  spray  of 
the  following: 

a.  Dowpon  M  at  2.25  lbs./A. 

b.  TCA  at  3.0  pts/A  +  Dowpon 
M  at  1.0  lb./A. 

A    second    application    may   be 


needed  for  best  control.  Avoid 
spray  contact  with  cane,  and  app- 
ly before  mid-May. 

LAYBY  WEED  CONTROL 

A.  Preemergence  at  Layby 

Application  of  preemergence  her- 
bicides at  layby  may  be  desired  in 
fields  having  late  season  weed  pro- 
blems. Problem  weed  include  morn- 
ingglory,  johnsongrass,  itchgrass, 
browntop  panicum  and  other  annual 
grasses.  Apply  one  of  the  following 
herbicides  broadcast  following  the 
final  cultivation. 


RATE/A*** 


Herbicide 


Light    Medium    Heavy 
Soil         Soil         Soil 


AAtrex80W*  2.0  lbs.  2.0  lbs.  3.0  lbs. 

Princep80W  2.0  lbs.  2.0  lbs.  3.0  lbs. 

Sinbar  1.0  lb.**  1.0  lb.  1.0  lb. 

Sencor/Lexone  4L  2.0  pts.  2.0  pts.  2.5  pts. 

Sencor/Lexone  75DF  1.3  lbs.  1.3  lbs.  1.66  lbs. 

Treflan  3.0  pts.  3.0  pts.  3.0  pts. 

*  AAtrex  used  as  layby  for  momingglory  con- 
trol has  in  many  instances  eliminated  the 
need  for  a  2,  4-D  application. 
**  Do  not  use  Sinbar  on  light  soils  unless  pre- 
vious use  has  indicated  no  injury  problem. 

***  Broadcast 

B.  Postemergence  at  Layby 

Apply  amine  2,  4-D  broadcast  at  1.5 
qts./A  for  momingglory  (and  other 
susceptible  broadleaf  weeds).  Avoid 
drift  to  non-target  areas. 

FALLOWED  FIELDS 
WEED  CONTROL 

Several  herbicides  are  labeled  for 
use  in  fallowed  surgarcane  fields.  These 
herbicides  may  be  used  in  conjunction 
with  fallow  plowing  or  to  substitute  for 
part  of  the  fallow  plow  program.  The 
fallow  year  is  important  in  controlling 
johnsongrass,  itchgrass  and  other  weeds 
by  killing  johnsongrass  rhizomes  and 
reducing  weed  seed  reserves  in  the  soil. 
(Continued  on  page  11) 
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A.  Fallow  Preemergence 

After  bedding  in  May  or  June,  apply 
to  a  weed  free  bed: 


Herbicide 

RATE/A*** 

Light     Medium    Heavy 
Soil         Soil         Soil 

Sinbar/Lexone  4L* 
Sencor/Lexone  75DF* 
AAtrex  80W** 

2.0  pts.   2.5  pts.      3.0  pts. 
1.3  lbs.    1.66  lbs.      2.0  lbs. 
2.5  lbs.   2.5  lbs.      2.51b. 

*  Do  not  use  where  itchgrass  is  a  problem. 
**  Do  not  use  where  johnsongrass,  itchgrass  or  browntop 

panicum  is  a  problem. 
***  Broadcast 
B.    Fallow  Postemergence 

To  reduce  fallow  plowing  or  if  fallow  plowing  is  not 
possible  or  to  destroy  existing  surgarcane  stubble, 
apply  broadcast: 

1.  Roundup  -  Apply  1.0  to  2.0  qts./A  in  5-20 
gallons  of  water,  add  .25  percent  non-ionic  sur- 
factant by  volume.  Do  not  cultivate  for  seven 
days  after  application.  Use  extreme  caution  if 
applied  by  air. 

2.  Dowpon  M  -  Apply  6.0  to  8.0  lbx./A  Dowpon  M. 
Add  .25  to  .50  percent  non-ionic  surfactant  by 
volume.  Do  not  cultivate  for  seven  days  after  ap- 
plication. Apply  to  johnsongrass  less  than  24  in- 
ches tall  and  before  seed  formation.  Do  not  plant 
cane  for  three  weeks  following  application. 

PROBLEM  WEEDS  ON  DITCHBANKS 

Problem  weeds  such  as  johnson- 
grass, itchgrass,  bermudagrass  and 
equisetum  (popping  weed)  should  be  con- 
trolled on  ditchbanks  to  prevent  infesta- 
tion into  adjacent  fields.  Apply  one  or 
more  of  the  following: 

1.  MSMA  —  Apply  4.0  lbs./A  active  in- 
gredient +  .25  percent  non-ionic  sur- 
factant by  volume.  MSMA  will  con- 
trol johnsongrass  and  itchgrass  but 
not  bermudagrass.  Repeat  as 
necessary. 

2.  Dowpon  M  -  Apply  10.0  lbs./A  +  .25 
percent  non-ionic  surfactant  by 
volume.  Dowpon  M  will  control 
johnsongrass,  itchgrass  and 
bermudagrass. 


3.    Roundup  —  Apply  1.0  to  2.0  qts./A  + 
.25  percent  non-ionic  surfactant  by 
volume.    Roundup    will    control 
johnsongrass  and  itchgrass.  Higher 
rates  will  control  bermudagrass. 
Control  of  Equisetum  (horsetail  or 
popping  weed)  has  proven  to  be  difficult. 
The  following  herbicides  that  temporari- 
ly sterilize  the  soil  have  controlled  this 
weed. 

1.  Velpar  at  6  to  12  lbs./A. 

2.  Spike  at  10  to  20  lbs./A. 

3.  Hyvar  X  at  10  to  15  lbs./A. 

Do  not  apply  any  of  the  above  closer 
than  six  feet  from  the  first  row  of  cane. 
Promising  control  of  young  (1-  to 
2-year  old)  equisetum  with  a  tank  mix- 
ture of  Weedmaster  at  2.0  qts./A  plus 
MSMA  at  2  lbs.  a.i./A  plus  .25  percent 
non-ionic  surfactant  by  volume.  This 
treatment  will  not  sterilize  the  soil  or 
seriously  injure  adjacent  cane. 

(Continued  on  page  12) 
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Controlling  Weeds  (continued  from  page  10) 
CHEMICALS  REFERRED  TO  IN  THE  RECOMMENDATIONS 


COMMON  NAME 

Ametryn 

Asulam 
Atrazine 


Bromacil 


Dalapon 


TRADE  NAME 
Evik  80W 


Asulox 

AAtrex  80W 
AAtrex  4L 
AAtrex  Nino-0 
Griffex  4L 
Griffex  9  DF 

Hyvar  X  80WP 


Dowpon  M 


Diuron 

Karmex  80W 

Fenac 

Fenatrol 
Fenac 

Fluometuron 

Cotoran  80WP 

Glyphosate 
Hexazionone 

Metribuzin 

Roundup 

Velpar  90SP 
Velpar  2L 

Sencor  4 
Sencor  75DF 
Lexone  4L 
Lexone  DF 

Simazine 
Tebuthiuron 

Princep  80WP 
Princep  Caliber  90 

Spike  80W 

Terbacil 

Sinbar  80W 

TCA 

TCA 

Trifluralin 
Weedmaster 

Treflan 
4  lbs./gal. 

Weedmaster 

2,4-D 

Numerous 

(Continued  on 

CHEMICAL  NAME 

2-(ethylamino)-4- 

(isopropylamino)-6- 

(methylithio)-s-triazine 

Sodium  salt  of  asulam  (ethyl 
sulfanily  1 -carbamate) 

2-chloro-4,  ethylamino-6, 
isopr  opy  1  aminq-s-triazine 


5-bromo-3-sec-butyl-6-methyluracil 
(5-bromo-6-methy  l-3-(  1  -methylpropyl) 
uracil) 

Sodium  salt  of  2,2-dichloropropionic 
acid 

3-(3,  4-dichlorophenyl)-l-dimethylurea 

Sodium  salt  of  2,3-6,  -trichlorophenyl- 
acetic  acid 

3-(m-trifluromethy  lpheny  1)- 1 , 
1-dimethylurea 

N-(phosphonomethyl)  glycine 

3-cyclohetyl-6-(dimethylamino)-l-methyl 
-1,  1,  5-triazine-2,  4  (1H,  3H)-dione 

4-amino-6-tert-butyl-3-(methylthio)- 
as-triazine-5(4H)one 


2-chloro-4,  6-bis(ethylamino)-s-triazine 

N-&5-Q,  l-dimetlylethyl)-l,  2,  4- 
thiadiazd-2-yle-N,  N'-dimethylurea 

3-tert-butyl-5-chloro-6-methyluracil 

Sodium  salt  of  trichloracetic  acid 

a,  a,  a,  trifluro-2,  6-dinitro-N,  N,- 
dipropyl-p-toluidine 

Mixture  of  Dicamba-(Dimethylamine 
salt  og  3,  6-dichloro-o-anisic  acid)  and 
2,  4-D  (dimethylamine  salt) 

Amine  or  low  volatile  esters  of 
2,  4-di-chlorophenoxyacetic  acid 
page  13) 
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Rates  of  herbicides  presented  are  based  on  amount  of  formulated  product  for 
a  30-inch  band  on  a  72-inch  wide  row.  To  obtain  the  amount  of  herbicide  product 
required  to  treat  other  band  widths  and  row  widths,  consult  the  table.  Conver- 
sions are  applicable  whether  measurements  are  expressed  in  pounds,  pints,  or 
quarts  per  acre. 


PROPORTIONATE  RATES  OF  HERBICIDES  PER  ACRE  OF 
SUGARCANE  FOR  VARIOUS  BAND  AND/OR  ROW  WIDTHS 


72-inch  rows 

66-inch  rows 

Rate  of  Formulated  Herbicide  Product  Per  Acre 

in  Pounds,  Pints,  Quarts. 

30-inch  band 

36-inch  band 

Broadcast 

30-inch  band 

36-inch  band 

broadcast 

0.66  (2/3) 

0.80 

1.60 

0.73 

0.87 

1.60 

0.75  (3/4) 

0.90 

1.80 

0.82 

0.98 

1.80 

0.80 

0.96 

1.92 

0.87 

1.04 

1.92 

1.00 

1.20 

2.40 

1.10 

1.31 

2.40 

1.33 

1.60 

3.20 

1.50 

1.80 

3.30 

1.50 

1.80 

3.60 

1.64 

1.96 

3.60 

1.66 

2.00 

3.98 

1.81 

2.17 

3.98 

2.00 

2.40 

4.80 

2.18 

2.62 

4.80 

3.00 

3.60 

7.20 

3.27 

3.93 

7.20 

4.00 

4.80 

9.60 

4.36 

5.24 

9.60 

IF  HERBICIDES  ARE  HANDLED  OR  APPLIED  IMPROPER- 
LY, OR  IF  UNUSED  PORTIONS  ARE  NOT  DISPOSED  OF  SAFE- 
LY, THEY  MAY  BE  INJURIOUS  TO  HUMANS,  DOMESTIC 
ANIMALS,  DESIRABLE  PLANTS,  AND  FISH  OR  OTHER 
WILDLIFE,  AND  MAY  CONTAMINATE  WATER  SUPPLIES.  USE 
HERBICIDES  ONLY  WHEN  NEEDED  AND  HANDLE  THEM  WITH 
CARE.  FOLLOW  THE  DIRECTIONS  AND  HEED  ALL  PRECAU- 
TIONS ON  THE  CONTAINER  LABEL. 


Prepared  for  distribution  by  Drs.  Donald  B.  Fontenot  and  Dearl  Sanders,  Louisiana 
Cooperative  Extension  Service,  based  on  data  and  information  from  Drs.  Rex 
Millhollon  and  Ed  Richard,  USDA  Agricultural  Research  Service,  Houma,  Lou- 
isiana and  Dr.  Lynn  Kitchen,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 
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WASHINGTON   UPDATE  (Continued  from  page  4) 


Brown  (D-Calif.)  and  Roberts  (R-Kan.); 
Domestic  Marketing,  Consumer  Rela- 
tions &  Nutrition  —  Panetta  (D-Calif.) 
and  Emerson  (R-Mo.);  Forests,  Family 
Farms  &  Energy  —  Volkmer  (D-Mo.)  and 
Morrison  (R-Wash.). 

The  Cotton,  Rice  and  Sugar  Subcom- 
mittee will  be  as  follows: 

Democrats 

Jerry  Huckaby  (La.), 

Chairman 
Mike  Espy  (Miss.) 
Ed  Jones  (Tn.) 
Richard  Stallings  (Idaho) 
Claude  Harris  (Ala.) 
Tony  Coelho  (Calif.) 
Charles  W.  Stenholm  (Tex.) 
Robin  Tallon  (S.C.) 
Charles  Rose  (N.C.) 
Glenn  English  (Okla.) 

Republicans 

Arlan  Stangeland  (Minn.), 

Ranking  Member 
Bill  Emerson  (Mo.) 


Tom  Lewis  (Fla.) 
Larry  Combest  (Tex.) 
Wally  Herger  (Calif.) 
Clyde  C.  Holloway  (La.) 

SHAMEL  NAMED  PRESIDENT 
OF  SUGAR  ASSOCIATION 

Charles  D.  Shamel  has  been  named 
president  of  the  Sugar  Association,  Inc., 
according  to  William  C.  Shanley,  III, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Sugar 
Association  and  president  of  Amstar 
Sugar  Corporation.  Shamel,  president  of 
American  Crystal  Sugar  Company, 
Moorhead,  Minn,  from  1978  to  1986, 
was  chairman  of  the  board  of  the 
Association  for  five  years,  and  has 
worked  in  the  sugar  industry  since  1954. 
The  Sugar  Association  is  responsible  for 
the  development  and  distribution  of 
scientific  information  substantiating 
sugar's  safety  and  role  in  nutritional 
matters.  It  sponsors  scientific  research 
and  coordinates  an  industry-wide  adver- 
tising and  promotion  program. 


FARM  NOTES  (Continued  from  Page  3) 

MAIL  TO: 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  Computer  Group 

416  Whitney  Building 

New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Yes,  I  would  like  more  information  on  the  computer  group. 

Name: 


Address: 


Phone ( 
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The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Cookbook 

FromThe  SuCKLF  (Boipl 


_  FromThe 

Suaar 


moxd 


A  Collea  c  »         tp«,  horn      ' 

Louisiana  Sages  Families  &  Their  Friemfe 


A  must  for  collectors 

The  perfect  gift  for  a  friend  — 

Order  today  to  assure  your 

First  edition  copy! 


FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL  recipes  were  submitted  by 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.  Each  recipe  uses  sugar  —  the  natural  sweetener 
containing  only  16  calories  per  teaspoon. 


A  Collection  of  Cajun  Recipes  From  Louisiana 
Sugar  Families  and  Their  Friends 


A  Complete  Cookbook  with  500  Recipes  Ranging 
From  Appetizers  to  Desserts 

Full  Color  Spiral-Bound  Cover:  Cross  Indexed  For 
Easy  Reference 

Proceeds  Benefit  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Research 

Custom  Packed  in 
Cartons  of  12  or  24 


Mail  checks  to:    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 

416  Whitney  Building 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 


Please  send  me 


copies  at  $12.50  per  book  plus  $1.95  per  book  postage  and 


handling,  for  a  total  of  $14.45. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to:    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 


Name 


Address 


City. 


.State. 


Zip. 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  book  will  be  used  to  further  research  in  the  areas  of  sugar  cane  production  and  processing. 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  La.  70390 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  La.  70302 

THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  La.  70181 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

COMMERCIAL  BANK  &  TRUST  COMPANY 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  La.  70538 

DEEP  SOUTH  CO-OP.  ASSN.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  1066  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

F.  C.  SCHAFFER  &  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

1020  Florida  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802 

FREEPORT  SULPHUR  COMPANY 
P.O.  Box  61520         New  Orleans,  La.  70161 

LEMANN'S  FARM  SUPPLY,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  30  Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

Manard  Molasses  Division 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

700  Whitney  Building 

New  Orleans,  La.  70130 


NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  La.  70765 

JACKSON  BANK 

FOR  COOPERATIVES 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  Ms.  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 
New  Iberia,  La.  70560 

Pelican  State  Lime  Division 

RADCLIFF  MATERIALS,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1637  Morgan  City,  La.  70380 

SELF  INSURANCE,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1149 
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We  stand  for  the  encouragement  of  Home 
Industries  as  against  Foreign  Competition 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 


New  Address 

Effective  immediately,  the  League's 
new  mailing  address  and  office  location 
is: 

615  Whitney  Building 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130-2692 
The  Whitney  National  Bank  is  tak- 
ing over  for  its  own  use  the  fourth  floor 
of  the  Whitney  Building.  The  League 
has  moved  into  refurbished  offices  on 
the  6th  floor. 

Our  phone  numbers  remain  the 
same. 

Cystalline  Fructose 

(From  The  Journal  of  Commerce) 

Staley  Continental  Inc.  said  its  corn 
refining  subsidiary,  A.E.  Staley  MFG. 
Co.,  has  licensed  technology  for  the 
manufacturer  of  crystalline  fructose 
from  Finnsugar  Company  Ltd.,  Espoo, 
Finland. 

A.E.  Staley  also  will  acquire  the 
crystalline  fructose  inventories  of  Finn 
sugar's  U.S.  subsidiary,  American 
Xyrofin,  and  begin  marketing  the  pro- 
duct immediately  to  U.S.  customers. 
A.E.  Staley  will  lease  the  Thomson, 
ILL.,  production  facility  of  American 
Xyrofin. 

Crystalline  fructose  at  present  is 
sold  largely  in  health  food  stores  in  the 
United  States,  but  the  product  is  receiv- 
ing growing  attention  from  the  food  pro- 
cessing industry  for  use  in  powdered 
beverage  mixes,  cereal  coatings,  dry  mix 
desserts  and  confections. 

Health  (?)  Foods  Lose  One 
By  United  Press  International 

ST.  PETERSBURG,  Fla.  -  A  couple 
of  rats  used  in  a  nutrition  experiment 
did  not  follow  the  script  —  one  of  them 


thrived  on  junk  food  and  the  one  given 
health  foods  rolled  over  and  died. 

Tom,  the  junk-food  rat,  is  still  living 
high  on  the  hog  with  a  diet  of  pizza, 
pretzels,  brownies,  cup-cakes  and  ice 
cream.  A  diet  of  seeds,  grain,  rice,  rat 
pellets  and  other  healthful  foods  prov- 
ed too  much  for  Jerry,  the  health-food 
rat. 

"I'd  have  to  say  it  was  natural 
causes,  even  though  that  sounds  kind  of 
weird,"  said  Ezra  Wise,  a  seventh- 
grader  who  conducted  the  experiment 
for  the  1987  Pinellas  County  Regional 
Science  and  Engineering  Fair.  His  pro- 
ject was  titled,  "Nutrition  —  It  Really 
Good  For  You?" 

He  still  does  not  know  why  Jerry 
died,  but  entered  his  project  in  Satur- 
day's fair  anyway.  It  did  not  win. 

Wise,  whose  favorite  food  is  "pro- 
cessed chicken"  sold  at  fast-food 
restaurants,  bought  two  similar  rats, 
put  them  in  cages  and  fed  them  radical- 
ly different  diets. 

He  watched  and  waited  for  about 
five  months,  hoping  Jerry  would  become 
sleek  and  trim  while  Tom  would  become 
fat  and  sluggish. 

One  morning  last  month,  Wise 
returned  from  spending  the  night  at  his 
grandmother's  house  to  fine  Tom  perky 
as  ever.  Jerry,  never  the  essence  of 
vitality  anyway,  was  dead. 

"I  think  healthy  food  is  better  for 
you,  but  I'm  still  going  to  eat  a  lot  of 
junk  food,"  Wise  said. 
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FARM  NOTES  BY  DR.  CHARLEY  RICHARD 


ASSCT  Officers  and  New  Honorary  Members  -  ISSCT 


On  February  5  and  6,  1987,  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Louisiana  Division  of  the 
American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 
Technologist  was  held  in  Baton  Rouge.  An 
excellent  program  was  held  in  both  the 
manufacturing  and  agricultural  sections 
with  good  attendance  for  both  sessions.  At 
the  banquet  on  Thursday  evening,  current 
President  Dr.  Danny  Viator  introduced  new 
officers  for  the  coming  year.  Serving  as  Presi- 
dent will  be  Harold  Birkett,  First  Vice  Presi- 
dent —  Roland  Talbot,  Second  Vice  President 
—  Charles  "Chip"  Savoie,  Jr.,  Chairman 
Agriculture  Section  —  Windell  Jackson, 
Chairman,  Manufacturing  Section  —  Jackie 
Theriot  and  Chairman  at  Large  —  Dr.  Ben 
Legendre.  Our  congratulations  go  out  to  all 
of  these  gentlemen.  As  you  can  see,  the 
League's  own  Senior  Agronomist,  Windell 
Jackson,  has  been  elected  to  the  Executive 
Board.  We  in  the  League  are  very  proud  of 
Windell  and  know  he  will  serve  professional- 
ly during  his  term.  There  is  still  much 
research  work  to  accomplish  in  improving 
our  sugar  industry  and  the  new  officers  can 
continue  to  build  on  the  achievements  of  past 
officers  and  work  towards  a  better  tomorrow. 


ASSCT  Honorary  Members 

Two  new  honorary  members  of  the 
ASSCT  were  presented  at  the  meeting.  Dr. 
Sess  Hensley,  retired  sugarcane  en- 
tomologist, after  having  served  the  Louisi- 
ana industry  for  over  28  years,  was  named 
an  honorary  member  from  the  Louisiana 
Division  of  ASSCT.  Sess  established  a  world 
wide  reputation  as  a  sugarcane  entomologist 
during  his  service  at  both  the  USDA  Station 
in  Houma  and  in  the  Entomology  Depart- 
ment at  Louisiana  State  University.  The 
strategy  of  integrated  pest  management  for 
sugar  cane  insects  in  Louisiana  was  in  a 
large  part  developed  through  the  leadership 
and  research  of  Dr.  Hensley.  This  program 
has  been  cited  as  an  outstanding  example  of 
a  practical  insect  control  program  when  the 
use  of  effective  natural  predators  is  allowed, 
an  insecticide  that  was  environmentally 
safer  than  previously  used  chemicals,  and 
the  use  of  effective  checking  rather  than  a 
rigid  spraying  schedule. 

Dr.  Hensley  in  his  stay  at  LSU  trained 
numerous  graduate  students  who  are  now 
well  recognized  as  experts  around  the  world. 
During  his  service,  Sess  was  a  friend  to  all 


cane  growers  and  always  looked  out  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  Louisiana  industry.  We 
congratulate  Sess  on  his  selection  to  this 
honor. 

Lloyd  L.  Lauden,  retired  Agronomist 
with  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League,  was 
named  as  a  joint  honorary  member  from  both 
the  Florida  and  Louisiana  Division  of  the 
ASSCT.  As  most  everyone  knows  Lloyd 
served  the  sugar  industry  for  33  years  in  just 
about  every  capacity  he  was  able  to  get  in- 
volved in.  Mr.  Lauden  worked  for  his  entire 
career  with  LSU  and  USDA  scientists  in 
both  Louisiana  and  Florida  to  develop  the 
best  varieties  that  could  be  produced  from 
the  breeding  program.  His  goal  was  to  ex- 
pand the  size  and  increase  the  quality  of  the 
breeding  program  to  develop  varieties  that 
could  make  our  industry  more  money. 

Besides  his  efforts  to  have  better 
varieties  developed,  Lloyd  worked  diligent- 
ly to  get  the  best  research  undertaken  in 
every  area  of  cane  production  and  sugar  pro- 
cessing. In  addition,  Lloyd  worked  towards 
developing  the  best  recommendations  for  the 
members  of  the  industry. 

In  addition  to  his  efforts  in  research, 
Lloyd  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  in  the  in- 
dustry with  growers  and  processors  helping 
to  carry  out  recommendations  from  the 
various  scientists.  Lloyd  also  worked  hard  in 
the  State  Legislature  and  with  USDA  ad- 
ministration to  provide  for  the  needs  of  both 
LSU  and  USDA.  We  congratulate  Lloyd  on 
his  selection  for  this  honor. 


ISSCT  —  Honorary  Member 

Last  August  in  Jakarta,  Indonesia,  at  the 
19th  Congress  of  the  International  Society 
of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists,  Dr.  Denver 
Loupe  was  unanimously  nominated  as  an 
honorary  member  of  the  ISSCT  by  the  Coun- 
cil of  that  Organization.  Denver  has  served 
as  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  joint  Florida- 
Louisiana  division  of  the  American  Society 
of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists  and  on  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  International  Socie- 
ty of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists.  He  has  long 
served  in  the  administration  of  ISSCT  Con- 
gress held  in  New  Orleans  in  1971.  We  con- 
gratulate Dr.  Denver  Loupe  on  his  being 
placed  among  the  distinguished  members  of 
the  world's  sugar  industry  as  an  honorary 
member  of  ISSCT. 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


FOR  SUGARCANE 
GRASS  CONTROL 


More  cane  growers  use  Asulox  herbicide  than  any  other 
postemergent  grass  herbicide.  Here's  why: 

True  broad  spectrum  grass  control — rhizome 
johnsongrass,  crabgrass,  itchgrass  (raoulgrass),  paragrass,  foxtail, 
goosegrass,  broadleaf  panicum. 

Higher  yields — because  Asulox  effectively  controls  both 
early  and  late  emerging  grassy  weeds,  cane  growers  have 
experienced  yield  increases  of  up  to  6  tons/acre. 

Large  application  window — lets  you  control  grasses  up  to 
12  inches  tall  (rhizome  johnsongrass  between  18  and  24  inches  tall). 

Application  flexibility — because  Asulox  can  be  broadcast 
by  air  or  ground,  banded  or  spot  sprayed  ...  up  to  two  times  per 
season. 

This  season,  go  with  the  postemergent  grass  herbicide  more 


"ASULOX, 
OF  COURSE" 


cane  growers  prefer. 
Asulox  herbicide. 


ftsutox 

55^     "a*"888 
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RHONEPOULENC  INC. 

ABROCHEMICAL  DIVISION 

Monmouth  Junction,  New  Jersey  08852 


RHONE  POULENC 


Always  read  and  follow  label  directions  carefully. 
Asulox  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Rhone-Poulenc  Inc. 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


ADMINISTRATION  TRADE 
BILL  INTRODUCED 

Senate  Minority  Leader  Robert  Dole 
(R-Kan.)  introduced  the  Administra- 
tion's trade  package  February  19.  The 
President's  1,600-page  version  of  "com- 
petitiveness" legislation  seeks  new 
authority  to  retaliate  against  countries 
that  don't  give  U.S.  companies  the  same 
access  to  their  markets  that  those  coun- 
tries' exporters  have  to  our  markets. 
The  Administration,  however,  wants 
substantial  discretion  in  deciding 
whether  to  retaliate.  The  bill  also  in- 
cludes a  $1  billion  worker-adjustment 
program  which  would  provide  assistance 
to  about  700,000  dislocated  workers, 
provides  additional  government  funding 
for  science  and  research,  establishes 
new  protections  for  U.S.  intellectual  pro- 
perty, such  as  technology,  relaxes  export 
controls  and  makes  changes  in  the 
product-liability  system. 

Earlier  this  month,  Senator  Lloyd 
Bentsen  (D-Tex.),  Chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  introduced  his  ver- 
sion of  trade  legislation  which  was 
cosponsored  by  54  senators.  The  Senate 
bill  would  require  broader  presidential 
action  to  increase  access  to  foreign 
markets  while  tightening  standards  for 
domestic  industries  seeking  relief  from 
imports.  It  also  emphasizes  export  ex- 
pansion and  foreign  market  access 
rather  than  protection  against  imports. 

In  another  trade  related  matter,  a 
textile  import-relief  bill  was  introduced 
calling  for  quotas  on  textiles  and  ap- 
parel coming  into  the  U.S.  from  all 
foreign  producers,  but  not  mandating 
specific  import  restrictions  on  individual 
countries  like  the  textile  measure  that 
was  vetoed  by  the  President  last  year. 
In  testimony  before  the  Senate  Finance 
Committee,  Treasury  Secretary  James 
Baker  indicated  that  the  Administra- 
tion would  be  opposed  to  any  legislation 
providing  import  relief  to  specific  in- 
dustries. He  said,  However,  that  they 
would  work  with  Senator  Bentsen's  bill 
and  the  Administration  bill  to  try  and 
find  common  ground. 


SUGAR  DRAWBACK  BILL 
INTRODUCED  IN  HOUSE 

Congressman  Ed  Jenkins  (D-Ga.)  in- 
troduced on  February  4  a  bill,  H.R.  992, 
to  extend  the  deadline  for  applying  for 
the  refund  of  Customs  import  duty  and 
fee  paid  on  sugar  that  is  re-exported. 
The  measure  is  similar  to  one  that  was 
introduced  by  Congressman  Jenkins 
and  former  Senator  Russell  Long  last 
year,  which  died  when  Congress  ad- 
journed last  December  without  taking 
any  action  on  it.  Under  the  Tariff  Act  of 
1930,  the  Treasury  refunds  99  percent 
of  any  duty  or  fee  paid  on  imported 
sugar,  if  an  equivalent  quantity  of  sugar 
is  re-exported.  This  refund  is  called  a 
"drawback."  In  order  to  apply  for 
"drawback"  the  sugar  has  to  be  process- 
ed within  three  years  and  exported 
within  five  years.  H.R.  992  would  waive 
these  deadlines  on  sugar  entered  after 
October  31,  1977  and  before  April  1, 
1985,  provided  that  the  sugar  is  ex- 
ported before  October  1,  1991,  which  is 
the  expiration  date  of  the  sugar  program 
under  the  1985  Farm  Bill. 

The  bill  also  calls  for  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Commissioner  of  Customs,  to  study  and 
report  back  to  the  House  Ways  &  Means 
Committee  and  the  Senate  Finance 
Committee  by  June  30,  1987,  with 
respect  to  circumvention  of  the  U.S. 
sugar  quota  through  the  importation  of 
refined  sugar  in  blended  products. 


USDA  SURVEY  SHOWS 
U.S.  CONSUMERS  PAY 
AVERAGE  FOR  SUGAR 

U.S.  consumers  pay  a  little  less  than 
average  prices  for  sugar,  according  to  a 
USDA  survey  of  food  prices  in  16  world 
capitals.  The  price  of  sugar  in 
Washington,  DC  is  the  seventh  lowest 
out  of  sixteen,  while  Washington  comes 
in  eighth  overall  for  consumer  food 
prices. 
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Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop. 


Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable 
protection  from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do  better 
than  SENCOR  herbicide  and 
GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you  control  of 
grass  and  broadleaf  weeds 
before  they  become  a 
problem.  Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of  sugar- 
cane borer,  and  long 
residual  control  even  in 
hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you  ap- 
plication flexibility,  at  a  price 
that  makes  good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE. 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg.  TMs  of  the  Parent  Company 

of  Farbenfabriken  Bayer  GmbH,  Leverkusen 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


Crop  Beginning  to  Move  —  Timely  Practices  —  I.  L.  Forbes 


The  crop  is  now  beginning  to  show 
well  in  many  fields  across  the  belt.  The 
reports  that  have  been  received  up  to 
this  point  along  with  the  examinations 
of  our  field  agronomists  have  mostly 
been  good.  There  are  some  reports  of  ter- 
minal buds  which  have  been  killed  off, 
especially  in  early  planted  cane. 
However,  there  are  also  many  reports  of 
fields  which  still  have  live  terminals. 
With  the  warm  weather  recently  ex- 
perienced these  cane  shoots  are  now 
showing  well  especially  in  the  darker 
colored  soils. 

The  crop  would  appear  to  be  off  to  an 
early  start  this  year.  Many  growers  are 
anxious  to  begin  some  field  work.  It 
should  be  remembered  that  this  is  still 
March  and  we  often  experience  cool  con- 
ditions into  April. 

At  this  time  the  most  important 
work  that  can  be  done  is  to  get  fields  in 
good  shape  by  keeping  them  well 
drained.  March  is  often  times  when 
damage  to  cane  stands  occur,  especially 
in  cool,  wet  conditions.  Ruts  need  to  be 
worked  over  and  in  some  cases 
headlands  still  need  considerable  chop- 
ping. We  depend  very  heavily  on  dry 
weather  during  the  late  winter  to  avoid 
rotting  of  the  eyes  and  to  give  good 
tillering  during  the  early  spring.  Good 
field  drainage  is  therefore  essential. 


Timely  and  Accurate  Field  Work 

The  herbicide  program  that  is 
recommended  for  use  in  Louisiana  sugar 
cane  is,  by  necessity,  an  expensive  pro- 
gram. The  best  results  can  be  obtained 
only  if  the  materials  are  applied  in  the 
proper  manner  and  at  the  appropriate 


time.  The  phrase  "best  results"  means 
good  control  of  Tie  targeted  weeds  and 
the  optimum  yields  available  from  those 
fields.  Besides  proper  and  timely  ap- 
plication of  herbicides,  good  equipment 
that  has  been  well  calibrated  and  its  use 
under  non-windy  conditions  will  help 
give  maximum  results. 

The  full  set  of  the  Cooperative  Ex- 
tension's weed  control  recommendations 
appeared  in  the  February  15  issue  of 
The  Sugar  Bulletin  and  copies  are 
available  through  your  county  agent. 
These  should  be  kept  and  used  for  fur- 
ther reference. 

Not  only  does  weed  control  need  to 
be  a  timely  operation  but  also  fertiliza- 
tion and  cultivation  practices.  There  has 
been  much  research  to  show  that  April 
and  early  May  are  the  best  months  to 
fertilize.  Of  course  the  most  important 
factor  in  fertilizer  application  is  good 
soil  preparation.  Therefore  good  judg- 
ment must  be  used  as  to  when  to  apply 
fertilizer  especially  in  black  lands  and 
especially  where  anhydrous  ammonia  is 
being  used.  The  recommendations  for 
fertilizer  practices  appear  elsewhere  in 
this  issue  of  the  Bulletin  and  of  course 
are  available  from  the  country  agent's 
office. 

Timely  and  effective  cultivation 
practices  are  essential  for  making  max- 
imum yields.  Older  growers  used  to  talk 
about  "making  dirt"  and  "good  dirt 
farming  practices".  Good  cultivation  not 
only  allows  for  the  maximum  number  of 
shoots  to  survive  into  the  summer  but 
also  prepares  the  row  for  fertilization. 
Good  cultivation  practices  can  often 
mean  the  difference  between  a  fair  crop 
and  good  crop. 

(Continued  on  page  9) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


USDA  STILL  WORKING  ON 
FARM  BILL  PROPOSAL 

Although  it  has  been  two  months 
since  the  Reagan  Administration  an- 
nounced it  would  propose  changes  in  the 
1985  Farm  Bill,  no  proposal  has  been  in- 
troduced in  Congress.  Reportedly,  the 
package  is  being  reviewed  by  the  Office 
of  Management  and  Budget,  and  no  part 
of  the  proposal  will  be  introduced  until 
agreement  is  reached  on  all  provisions. 
Apparently,  the  Administration's  pro- 
posal to  dismantle  the  sugar  program  is 
still  incomplete.  In  addition,  USDA  is 
still  working  on  how  to  define  a  "per- 
son" for  farm  program  payment  pur- 
poses. During  last  year's  debate  on  pay- 
ment limitations,  Congress  instructed 
USDA  to  review  the  definition  and 
recommend  changes.  ASCS  Deputy  Ad- 
ministrator Ralph  Klopfenstein  was 
quoted  by  Knight-Ridder  news  service 
as  saying  USDA  will  not  allow  farmers 
to  subdivide  their  farms  to  get  around 
the  $50,000  payment  limitation.  Each 
individual  farmer  —  regardless  of 
number  of  farms  he  or  she  operates  — 
will  be  required  to  submit  farm  opera- 
tion plan  for  review,  he  said. 

WHEAT  SUBCOMMITTEE 
PASSES  DECOUPLING  BILL 

The  House  Wheat  and  Feed  Grains 
Subcommittee  passed  a  bill  to  imple- 
ment a  pilot  program  to  decouple  pro- 
duction and  farm  program  payments. 
Under  the  program,  wheat  producers 
who  elect  not  to  plant  in  1987  or  1988 
to  receive  target  price  deficiency 
payments  of  92  percent  of  permitted 
acreage.  Corn  growers  unable  to  plant 
this  year  because  poor  weather  damag- 
ed their  land  last  fall  would  also  be  eligi- 
ble under  this  program. 


SUGAR  USERS  GROUP  HOLDS 
ANNUAL  COLLOQUIUM 

The  Sugar  Users  Group  held  their 
annual  International  Sweetener  Collo- 
qium  last  month  in  Palm  Springs, 
California.  Congressman  Leon  Panetta 
(D-Calif.)  addressed  the  group  on 
"What's  Ahead  in  the  100th  Congress." 
The  attendance  also  heard  remarks  by 
representatives  of  the  U.S.  Trade 
Representative's  Office  and  the  State 
Department.  Some  of  the  other  topics  of 
discussion  included:  (l)Future  U.S. 
Sugar  Policy  —  Mindstretching  Alter- 
natives; (2)  Sweeteners  of  the  Future;  (3) 
World  Trade  and  Trade  Agreements  — 
Sugar's  Role;  and,  (4)  Sweetener  Produc- 
tion, Consumption  and  Price  Cycles. 

The  final  session  held  was  a  "town 
meeting"  with  Bill  Monroe  moderating 
a  panel  representing  cane  and  beet  pro- 
ducers, cane  refiners,  corn  refiners, 
foreign  suppliers,  and  users.  Represent- 
ing cane  and  beet  producers  were 
League  member  Pete  deGravelles, 
Teche  Planting  Company,  Franklin, 
Louisiana;  Ronald  Hayes  of  American 
Crystal  Sugar  Company,  Moorhead, 
Minnesota;  and  Larry  McNamara, 
American  Sugarbeet  Growers  Associa- 
tion, Bird  Island,  Minnesota. 


SWEETENER  USERS  GROUP 

UNDERGOES  MAJOR 

REORGANIZATION 

The  Sweetener  Users  Group  an- 
nounced at  the  Colloquium  a  major 
reorganization  of  the  organization  and 
a  new  direction  for  the  association.  In- 
stead of  an  informal  group,  the  associa- 
tion will  become  a  formal,  incorporated 
association.  The  group  also  plans  to  hire 
(Continued  on  page  9) 
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FOR  SUGARCANE 
GRASS  CONTROL 


More  cane  growers  use  Asulox  herbicide  than  any  other 
postemergent  grass  herbicide.  Here's  why: 

True  broad  spectrum  grass  control — rhizome 
johnsongrass,  crabgrass,  itchgrass  (raoulgrass),  paragrass,  foxtail, 
goosegrass,  broadleaf  panicum. 

Higher  yields — because  Asulox  effectively  controls  both 
early  and  late  emerging  grassy  weeds,  cane  growers  have 
experienced  yield  increases  of  up  to  6  tons/acre. 

Large  application  window— lets  you  control  grasses  up  to 
12  inches  tall  (rhizome  johnsongrass  between  18  and  24  inches  tall). 

Application  flexibility — because  Asulox  can  be  broadcast 
by  air  or  ground,  banded  or  spot  sprayed  ...  up  to  two  times  per 
season. 

This  season,  go  with  the  postemergent  grass  herbicide  more 


"ASULOX, 
OF  COURSE" 


cane  growers  prefer. 
Asulox  herbicide. 


RHONEPOULENC INC.    f 

AEROCHEMICAL  DIVISION 

Monmouth  Junction,  New  Jersey  08852 
»•   RHONE  POULENC 


Always  read  and  follow  label  directions  carefully. 
Asulox  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Rhone-Poulenc  Inc. 


FERTILIZER  AND  SOIL  FERTILITY  PRACTICES 
FOR  SUGAR  CANE  IN  LOUISIANA,  1987 


General  fertilizer  and  soil  fertility 
recommendations  are  made  annually  for 
use  when  results  from  soil  tests  are  not 
available.  These  recommendations  are 
based  on  research  results  obtained  by 
the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station.  Growers  are  encouraged  to  base 
their  fertilization  program  on  soil  test 
results. 

Research  has  not  shown  that  addi- 
tions of  micronutrients  —  iron, 
manganese,  zinc,  copper,  boron  and 
molybdenum  —  are  needed  for  sugar- 
cane production  in  Louisiana. 

A  cane  grower  should  consult  the 
county  agent  before  use  of  fertilizer  and 
soil  fertility  practices  not  mentioned  in 
these  recommendations. 

SOURCES  AND 
RATES  OF  APPLICATION 

Solid  or  liquid  fertilizers  are  about 
equal  in  their  effectiveness  for  produc- 
tion of  sugarcane  in  Louisiana.  The  per 
acre  cost  of  purchasing  and  applying 
should  be  considered  in  selecting  fer- 
tilizer materials.  The  source  of  sulphur 
should  be  one  that  is  in  the  sulphate 
form  or  readily  changes  to  that  form. 

Response  to  fertilizer  by  stubble 
cane  is  usually  higher  than  response  by 
plant  cane.  Stubble  cane  grown  on 
heavy  spoils  (silty  clay  loam  and  clay) 
normally  responds  to  higher  recom- 
mended levels  of  nitrogen  than  cane 
grown  on  light  soils  (sandy  loam  and  silt 
loam).  Response  to  applied  phosphorus 
and  sulphur  is  most  likely  on  the  heavy 
soils,  even  though  soil  tests  may  be  high. 
Response  by  stubble  cane  to  potassium 
normally  occurs  on  light  soils.  Yields 
generally  decrease  with  age  of  crop  dur- 
ing the  normal  cane  cycle. 

Fertilizer  prices  are  expected  to  be 


about  at  the  1986  levels  and  supplies 
should  be  adequate.  Growers  should  con- 
tinue to  do  a  good  job  in  timing  and 
method  of  application.  The  use  of  potash 
on  light  soils  which  test  medium  low  to 
low  in  exchangeable  potassium  has  in- 
creased the  net  yield  of  cane  and  sugar 
per  acre  with  stubble  cane  of  all 
varieties,  and  with  plant  cane  to  a  lesser 
extent.  In  stubble  cane  of  high  sucrose 
varieties,  additional  sugar  yields  per 
acre  have  been  found  due  to  the 
beneficial  effect  of  potash  on  sucrose  con- 
tent or  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  especially 
during  the  first  half  of  the  harvest 
season. 

Recommended  rates  of  nitrogen  (N), 
phosphate  (P2O5),  potash  (K20)  and 
sulphur  (S)  are  contained  in  Table  1. 
Where  growers  apply  nitrogen  rates 
higher  than  those  recommended,  potash 
should  also  be  applied  at  an  increased 
rate.  Seed  Cane  For  All  Areas. 

Higher  than  normal  amounts  of  fer- 
tilizer should  be  used  for  seed  cane 
production. 

TIME  AND 
METHOD  OF  APPLICATION 

SPRING 

Fertilizer  should  be  applied  in  the 
spring  as  a  vertical  band  to  a  depth  of 
6  to  12  inches  on  both  sides  of  the  row. 
Research  shows  that  yields  tend  to  be 
higher  if  the  fertilizer  is  applied  at 
recommended  rates  in  April  or  early 
May  rather  than  earlier  in  the  season. 

Interest  in  broadcasting  phosphorus 
and  potassium  fertilizers  has  been  on 
the  increase  during  recent  years  because 
of  economic  reasons,  both  cost  and  time. 
A  brief  discussion  on  broadcasting  may 
be  helpful. 

(Continued  on  page  7) 
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Fertilizer  and  Soil  Fertility 

(Continued  from  page  6) 


Phosphorus  —  Broadcast  application 
of  phosphorus  fertilizer  should  not  be 
made  if  the  pH  value  of  your  soil  is 
below  5.0  and  the  soil  test  for 
phosphorus  is  low.  At  low  pH  values, 
especially  below  5.5,  phosphorus 
becomes  fixed  in  forms  not  available  to 
growing  plants.  On  soils  with  pH  values 
of  6.0,  testing  medium  in  phosphorus, 
broadcast  application  could  be  made.  It 
should  be  pointed  out  that  the  efficien- 
cy of  phosphorus  fertilizer  uptake  is 
usually  lower  for  broadcast  applied  than 
for  band  applied  phosphorus.  Therefore, 
increasing  the  rate  of  applied  phos- 
phorus fertilizer  by  20-25  percent  should 
be  considered. 

Potassium  —  On  most  soils  in  the 
sugarcane  area,  broadcast  application  of 
potassium  should  provide  good  results. 

Before  recommendations  are  made 
for  broadcast  fertilizer  application,  ad- 
ditional research  is  needed.  If  you  decide 
to  try  broadcast  application  of  fertilizer, 
it  is  suggested  that  the  fertilizer  be  ap- 
plied after  cane  has  been  off-barred  and 
before  rebuilding  the  row.  This  will 
result  in  a  simi-banding  of  fertilizer. 

Split  Application  of  Nitrogen  — 
When  rates  of  nitrogen  at  120  pounds  or 
more  per  acre  are  used,  split  applica- 
tions may  be  beneficial.  About  two- 
thirds  of  the  nitrogen  should  be  applied 
in  the  spring  and  the  remainder  during 
June.  The  second  application  may  be  in- 
jected near  the  bottom  of  the  middle  or 
may  be  applied  broadcast  aerially.  Am- 
monium nitrate  is  usually  a  better 
source  of  nitrogen  than  urea  when  ap- 
plied broadcast  on  the  soil  surface. 

When  a  late  application  of  nitrogen 


is  made  on  early  cane,  satisfactory 
sucrose  may  be  delayed  approximately 
10  days. 

FALL 

Fall  fertilizer  with  nitrogen  is  not 
recommended.  Fertilizer  efficiency  for 
fall  application  of  phosphorus  and 
potassium  is  usually  much  less  than  for 
spring  application. 

SOIL  FERTILITY  PRACTICES 

UMING 

Where  the  soil  pH  is  below  5.5,  lime 
should  be  used  according  to  soil  test 
recommendations.  Liming  materials 
may  include  agricultural  limestone, 
dolomitic  limestone  and  cement  kiln 
dust.  In  addition  to  raising  the  soil  pH, 
cement  kiln  dust  supplies  enough  addi- 
tional potassium  for  the  plant  cane  crop 
and  enough  additional  sulphur  for  the 
plant  cane  and  two  stubble  crops. 

GYPSUM 

By-product  gypsum  (hydrated 
calcium  sulphate)  is  recommended  for 
application  in  areas  of  production  where 
a  response  to  sulphur  may  occur. 

It  should  be  applied  broadcast  at 
rates  of  three-fourths  to  one  ton  per  acre 
on  medium-heavy  to  heavy  soils  during 
the  fallow  year  prior  to  planting,  or  in 
late  winter  prior  to  appreciable  growth 
of  the  first  stubble  crop. 

Sources  of  by-product  gypsum  are 
available  in  Louisiana.  If  the  by-product 
gypsum  is  applied  at  rates  recom- 
mended, annual  maintenance  fertilizer 
sulphur  shown  in  Table  1  would  not  be 
needed. 

(Continued  on  page  8) 


Prepared  by  Olen  D.  Curtis  and  Donald  B.  Fontenot,  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Service  and  Ray 
Ricaud,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 
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THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  3) 

Dr.  I.  L.  Forbes,  retired  plant 
pathologist  from  Louisiana  State 
University,  passed  away  on  March  4, 
1987.  Dr.  Forbes,  having  served  for  47  rj 
years  at  LSU  in  the  field  of  plant 
pathology,  was  well  respected  as  a 
researcher  and  teacher.  Some  of  his 
work  included  research  on  red  rot,  ra- 
toon  stunting  disease  as  well  as  various 
other  cane  diseases.  He  has  authored 
many  papers  dealing  with  his  work  on 
these  various  diseases  and  was  a 
member  of  a  number  of  honorary  and 
professional  organizations.  Dr.  Forbes 
retired  from  the  University  in  1972  and 
was  a  good  friend  of  the  sugar  industry. 
He  will  be  sadly  missed  by  all.  Address 
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portion  of  front  cover  containing 
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WASHINGTON 
UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  4) 

a  full-time,  salaried  president  responsi- 
ble for  operational  activities.  This  in- 
dividual has  not  been  named.  It  is  ex- 
pected the  group  will  continue  to  push 
for  a  larger  sugar  quota  and  a  reduction 
in  the  U.S.  sugar  loan  rate. 
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A  Collection  of  Cajun  Recipes  From 


A  must  for  collectors 

The  perfect  gift  for  a  friend  — 

Order  today  to  assure  your 

First  edition  copy! 
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City. 
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Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  book  will  be  used  to  further  research  in  the  areas  of  sugar  cane  production  and  processing. 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


No  temporary  label  for  Prowl  —  Ag  Education  —  NSU  Short  Courses 


It  was  announced  this  week  that  the 
temporary  label  for  Prowl  has  been 
denied  by  the  Environmental  Protection 
Agency.  Emergency  Use  Registration 
had  been  sought  under  Section  18  of  the 
F.I.F.R.A.  law.  It  is  thought  that  this 
denial  should  not  affect  the  application 
for  the  permanent  label  although 
growers  should  not  base  their  weed  con- 
trol plans  in  1987  on  a  label  for  Prowl. 
Further  efforts  will  be  made  to  get  the 
permanent  label  for  this  chemical  since 
it  is  badly  needed  in  our  industry. 
Growers  can  be  assured  that  the  League 
will  do  what  it  can  to  encourage  the 
EPA  to  get  this  permanent  label. 

The  weather  between  January  and 
March  has  been  wet  and  although  it  has 
not  hurt  cane  stands,  it  has  delayed 
many  growers  who  have  Raoul  grass 
problems  from  shaving  and  incor- 
porating Treflan.  Many  are  now  just 
starting  with  the  incorporation  program 
when  they  really  should  be  finishing. 
This  means  that  many  acres  which  need 
Treflan  may  never  get  it.  Some  growers 
have  talked  of  using  some  other  spring 
chemical  program  and  then  coming  back 
with  a  layby  Treflan  program.  Raoul 
grass  can  cost  you  much  in  the  way  of 
yields  and  growers  who  have  decided  to 
follow  this  alternate  program  should 
stay  on  top  of  the  problem  as  much  as 
possible. 

Agricultural  Education 

Every  year  the  League  gets  active- 
ly involved  in  the  state  legislature  to 
provide  support  for  research  dollars. 
This  year  will  be  no  exception  as  there 
will  be  many  efforts  to  cut  state  budgets. 
We  are  now  gearing  up  for  a  full  session 
of  legislative  activity. 


This  year  we  have  an  additional 
area  that  will  need  our  attention.  The 
Board  of  Regents  (which  controls  all 
universities  around  the  state)  will  be  at- 
tempting to  cut  various  education  pro- 
grams. The  agriculture  programs  at  all 
of  the  State's  universities  are  now  being 
reviewed  and  sometimes  this  fall  the 
Board  will  make  a  decision  on  which  col- 
leges shall  keep  an  agriculture  program. 
There  is  some  thought  that  only  one  or 
two  universities  may  keep  an  ag  pro- 
gram. This  would  hurt  not  only  the 
sugar  industry  but  all  of  agriculture  in 
the  state.  We  need  to  continue  to  provide 
educational  opportunities  to  all  of  our 
young  people  so  that  they  can  become 
smart  business  people  as  well  as  having 
a  good  understanding  of  agriculture  pro- 
duction practices.  The  sugar  industry 
has  always  thrived  on  research.  New 
varieties  and  new  practices  have  carried 
this  industry  through  its  200  plus  years 
of  existence.  Education  will  be  necessary 
to  help  utilize  the  new  technologies  that 
will  be  developed  through  research  in 
the  future. 

Much  help  may  be  needed  to  help 
protect  ag  education  and  research  in  the 
state.  We  recognize  the  economic  situa- 
tion the  state  is  now  in,  but  budget  cuts 
in  certain  areas  such  as  research  and 
education  would  be  devastating. 
Agriculture  is  one  area  of  the  state's 
economy  that  is  still  alive  and  we  should 
all  work  to  protect  its  future. 

Nicholls  State  University  Courses 

During  June  and  July,  there  will  be 

three  courses  offered  at  Nicholls  State 

University   in  Thibodaux,   Louisiana, 

that  should  be  of  interest  to  the  sugar 

(Continued  on  page  12) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


ADMINISTRATION  SUGAR  BILL 

At  press  time,  the  Administration 
sugar  bull  has  not  been  introduced  in 
Congress,  but  a  copy  of  the  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture's  report  and 
legislative  recommendations  with 
respect  to  the  sugar  program  has  been 
obtained.  Among  the  provisions  in- 
cluded in  the  proposed  bill  are:  (1)  reduc- 
tion of  the  loan  rate  from  18  to  12  cents 
a  pound  beginning  with  the  1987  crop 
and  continuing  through  the  1991  crop; 
(2)  provision  for  payments  to  sugarcane 
or  sugarbeet  producers  in  fiscal  years 
1988  through  1991  if  the  producer  (a) 
produced  a  crop  in  crop  year  1985  or 
1986;  and  (b)  produced  a  crop  in  at  least 
two  of  the  crop  years  1982  through  1984. 

The  total  amount  of  payments  that 
a  producer  may  receive  each  year  would 
be  based  on  a  base  quantity  assigned  to 
the  producer.  The  payment  rate  varies 
by  fiscal  year  and  quantity  produced. 
The  rate  ranges  from  6  cents  per  pound 
for  the  first  350  short  tons  produced  for 
FY  1988  to  1.5  cents  per  pound  for  the 
first  350  short  tons  produced  by  FY 
1991.  For  production  greater  than 
10,000  short  tons  and  up  to  20,000  short 
tons,  the  payment  rate  ranges  from  0.5 
cents  a  pound  for  FY  1988  to  0.125  cents 
per  pound  for  FY  1991.  No  payments  are 
given  for  production  exceeding  20,000 
short  tons. 

The  proposed  bill  also  would  delete 
the  "no  cost"  provision  which  requires 
the  President  to  use  all  available 
authorities  to  operate  the  sugar  pro- 
gram without  cost  to  the  federal  govern- 
ment by  preventing  the  accumulation  of 
sugar  acquired  by  the  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation. 


F.A.  GRAUGNARD  NAMED  1986 
SUGAR  MAN  OF  THE  YEAR 

Congratulations  to  F.A.  Graugnard, 
Jr.  who  received  the  Dyer  Memorial 
Award  as  "Sugar  Man  of  the  Year  — 
1986"  at  a  luncheon  in  New  York  on 
March  10.  The  29th  consecutive  award 
was  presented  for  "significant  and 
meritorious  service"  to  the  sugar  in- 
dustry. Judges  for  this  year's  award 
were  Robert  C.  Hanna,  President  of  Im- 
perial Sugar  Company,  Fred  R.  Hill, 
Vice  President  and  General  Manager  of 
the  Florida  Sugar  Marketing  and  Ter- 
minal Association,  and  Douglas  Lapins, 
President  of  the  Western  Sugar  Com- 
pany. The  citation  to  F.A.  read  in  part: 

"F.A.  Graugnard  is  an  institution  in 
the  domestic  sugar  industry  not  just  as 
a  joiner,  but  as  an  articulate  and  effec- 
tive leader.  Even  now,  as  he  seeks  to 
relinquish  some  of  his  many  duties,  he 
is  active  in  a  sugar  cane  farming  opera- 
tion, a  raw  sugar  factory,  a  sugar 
refinery,  and  a  sugar  marketing 
cooperative.  In  Louisiana  many  consider 
him  "Mr.  Sugar." 


SUGAR  AND 
SWEETENER  REPORT 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
released  a  summary  of  the  Sugar  and 
Sweetener  Situation  and  Outlook  which 
will  be  available  the  latter  part  of 
March.  The  world  sugar  price  rose  to 
6.05  cents  a  pound  in  1986,  up  50  per- 
cent from  1985.  Prices  have  strengthen- 
ed further  to  about  8  cents  a  pound  in 
mid-March.  U.S.  raw  sugar  prices 
averaged  21.12  cents  a  pound  in  the 
fourth  quarter  of  1986.  In  early  March 
prices  rose  to  about  21.8  cents  a  pound, 

(Continued  on  page  11) 
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FOR  SUGARCANE 
GRASS  CONTROL 


More  cane  growers  use  Asulox  herbicide  than  any  other 
postemergent  grass  herbicide.  Here's  why: 

True  broad  spectrum  grass  control — rhizome 
johnsongrass,  crabgrass,  itchgrass  (raoulgrass),  paragrass,  foxtail, 
goosegrass,  broadleaf  panicum. 

Higher  yields— because  Asulox  effectively  controls  both 
early  and  late  emerging  grassy  weeds,  cane  growers  have 
experienced  yield  increases  of  up  to  6  tons/acre. 

Large  application  window — lets  you  control  grasses  up  to 
12  inches  tall  (rhizome  johnsongrass  between  18  and  24  inches  tall). 

Application  flexibility — because  Asulox  can  be  broadcast 
by  air  or  ground,  banded  or  spot  sprayed  ...  up  to  two  times  per 
season. 

This  season,  go  with  the  postemergent  grass  herbicide  more 


"ASULOX, 
OF  COURSE" 


cane  growers  prefer. 
Asulox  herbicide. 


RHONE PDULENC  INC. 

AGROCHEMICAL  DIVISION 

Monmouth  Junction,  New  Jersey  08852 


RHONE  POULENC 

Always  read  and  follow  label  directions  carefully. 
Asulox  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Rhone-Poulenc  Inc. 


The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Cookbook 

FromThe  S\lCjST  (*BoU?l 


-,  FromThe 

Sucrar 


A  must  for  collectors 

The  perfect  gift  for  a  friend  — 

Order  today  to  assure  your 

First  edition  copy! 


FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL  recipes  were  submitted  by 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.  Each  recipe  uses  sugar  —  the  natural  sweetener 
containing  only  16  calories  per  teaspoon. 


A  Collection  of  Cajun  Recipes  From  Louisiana 
Sugar  Families  and  Their  Friends 

A  Complete  Cookbook  with  500  Recipes  Ranging 
From  Appetizers  to  Desserts 

Full  Color  Spiral-Bound  Cover:  Cross  Indexed  For 
Easy  Reference 

Proceeds  Benefit  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Research 

Custom  Packed  in 
Cartons  of  12  or  24 


Mail  checks  to:    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 

416  Whitney  Building 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 


Please  send  me 


copies  at  $12.50  per  book  plus  $1.95  per  book  postage  and 


handling,  for  a  total  of  $14.45. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to:    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 


Name 


Address 


City 


State. 


Zip. 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  book  will  be  used  to  further  research  in  the  areas  of  sugar  cane  production  and  processing. 
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Sugarcane  Update. 
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Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop, 


Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable 
protection  from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do  better 
than  SENCOR  herbicide  and 
GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you  control  of 
grass  and  broad  leaf  weeds 
before  they  become  a 
problem.  Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of  sugar- 
cane borer,  and  long 
residual  control  even  in 
hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you  ap- 
plication flexibility,  at  a  price 
that  makes  good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg  TMs  of  the  Parent  Company 

ol  Farbenfabriken  Bayer  GmbH  Leverkusen 


■^ 


Mobay  Chemical  Corporation 

Agricultural  Chemicals  Division 
Box  4913,  Kansas  City,  MO  64120 
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FLORIDA  SUGAR  INDUSTRY  TOUR 

By:  Herman  Waguespack  &  Winded  Jackson 


Recently,  a  group  of  41  Louisiana 
growers,  processors,  and  other  sugar  in- 
dustry representatives  traveled  to 
Florida  to  tour  the  sugar  industry  there. 
The  trip,  sponsored  by  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  began  on  February 
15  and  lasted  a  week. 

On  Monday,  the  group  spent  the  day 
at  Walt  Disney  World's  Epcot  Center. 
Here  a  variety  of  information  dealing 
with  almost  any  thinkable  topic  is  show 
cased,  in  a  way  that  everyone  can 
understand.  One  of  the  most  impressive 
attractions  is  a  tour  of  the  huge 
greenhouses.  Here,  tour  guides  explain 
the  importance  of  agriculture  to  the 
world.  A  few  rows  of  sugarcane  are 
shown  growing  in  the  greenhouses,  and 
are  cited  as  one  of  the  important  field 
crops  of  the  world  because  of  its 
nutritive  value  and  possible  source  of 
fuel. 

On  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  the 
group  was  directed  by  Ms.  Barbara 
Miedema  and  Dr.  Joe  Orsenigo  of  the 
Florida  Sugar  Cane  League.  Our  first 
stop  was  at  the  U.S.D.A.  sugar  station 
at  Canal  Point,  where  a  tour  was  con- 
ducted by  Dr.  James  Miller  and  his  staff. 
Here  our  growers  were  able  to  see  where 
our  C.P.  varieties  originate,  and  also 
visit  with  some  of  the  researchers.  We 
were  also  joined  by  Mr.  Bill  Kennedy, 
a  sugar  grower,  who  gave  the  group 
some  interesting  insights  into  the  dif- 
ferent aspects  unique  to  the  Florida  in- 
dustry. A  field  tour  of  the  lettuce  divi- 
sion of  South  Bay  Growers  Corp.  fol- 
lowed. The  harvesting  and  packing  of 
lettuce  in  the  field  was  seen,  as  well  as 
the  refrigerated  warehouses  full  of  pro- 
duce ready  for  shipment.  South  Bay 
Growers  has  the  contract  for  the  salads 


served  at  McDonald's  Restaurants,  so 
they  have  to  maintain  quality  produce 
at  all  times. 

After  being  treated  to  lunch  by  the 
Sugar  Cane  Growers  Cooperative  in 
Belle  Glade,  the  group  was  welcomed  by 
the  Co-op's  president,  Mr.  George 
Wedgeworth.  Following  a  tour  of  the  fac- 
tory, a  dextran  panel  discussion  was 
held  with  representatives  of  4  Florida 
mills.  Various  ideas  and  methods  that 
have  been  used  to  control  dextran  in 
Florida  were  presented.  The  conclusions 
seem  to  indicate  that  effective  time 
management  is  the  most  important 
aspect  in  reducing  dextran  levels.  The 
delivery  of  the  freshest  cane,  and  time- 
ly milling  practices  have  proven  to  be 
the  best  ways  to  combat  excessive  dex- 
tran buildup  thus  far. 

A  delicious  barbecue  sponsored  by 
the  Florida  Sugar  Cane  League  fol- 
lowed, where  our  growers  and  processors 
had  the  opportunity  to  become  better  ac- 
quainted with  our  Florida  neighbors. 

A  tour  of  the  field  operations  of  U.S. 
Sugar  Corporation  afforded  the  group  a 
chance  to  see  their  mechanical 
harvesting  operations  as  well  as  hand 
cutting,  which  still  accounts  for  about 
75%  of  the  cane  harvested  in  Florida. 
Mr.  Hank  Andreis  and  his  staff  at  U.S. 
Sugar  Corporation  Research  division 
also  directed  the  group  through  the 
research  station  where  the  latest  tech- 
niques used  for  breeding  and  selection 
of  varieties  and  soil  analysis  research 
were  viewed.  A  delicious  meal  sponsored 
by  Kleentek  followed.  Mr.  Bob  Mont- 
gomery and  his  staff  displayed  the 
equipment  Kleentek  uses  to  cut  and 
plant  their  product  and  were  on  hand  to 
(Continued  on  page  9) 
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FLORIDA  SUGAR  INDUSTRY  TOUR 

(Continued  from  page  8) 


answer  questions.  A  group  of  processors 
in  the  group  toured  the  U.S.  Sugar's 
Clewiston  mill,  where  many  good  ques- 
tions were  answered  concerning  milling 
procedures.  The  rest  of  the  group  toured 
some  of  the  30,000  acre  sugar  cane  farm 
of  Mr.  Joe  Marlin  Hilliard.  Much  of  his 
cane  is  grown  on  sands,  so  only 
mechanical  cut-chop  harvesters  are 
used.  Here  the  group  witnessed  cane 


burning,  harvesting  and  transporting 
operations  and  were  able  to  discuss 
various  aspects  involved  in  each 
operation. 

The  entire  tour  was  very  interesting 
and  gave  our  group  the  opportunity  to 
learn  more  about  the  Florida  inudstry. 
Our  friends  in  Florida  always  extend 
their  hospitality  to  us  and  once  again  we 
are  thankful. 


%  ^  '  I 


The  Louisiana  group  is  shown  viewing  a  harvesting  operation  in  Florida. 

(Photos  continued  on  page  10) 
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A  Florida  sugar  industry  representative  explains  research  practices. 


10 


>v    **."v 


A  Florida  mechanical  harvester  is  viewed  in  action. 

(Photos  continued  on  page  11) 
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The  group  saw  both  mechanical  and  hand  cutting  operations. 


WASHINGTON 
UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  4) 

the  highest  in  over  two  years.  USDA 
estimates  domestic  sugar  prices 
should  average  about  21.5  cents  a 
pound  in  fiscal  1987.  Prices  averag- 
ed 20.46  cents  in  fiscal  1986. 

U.S.  sugar  production  in  fiscal 
1986/87  is  forecast  at  6.5  million  tons, 
raw  value,  150,000  tons  above 
USDA's  December  forecast,  and  8 
percent  above  last  year.  Beet  sugar 
production  during  the  same  period  is 
estimated  at  3.35  million  tons,  raw 
value,  up  11  percent  from  1985/86. 

Total  U.S.  corn  sweetener  con- 
sumption in  1986  is  estimated  at  a 
record  8.1  million  tons,  dry  basis,  up 
2  percent  from  1985.  HFCS  consump 


tion  in  1986  rose  to  5.5  million  tons, 
up  only  2.6  percent  from  1985,  com- 
pared with  an  annual  average  growth 
rate  of  19  percent  between  1981  and 
1985. 
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FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  3) 

industry.  From  June  1  to  June  11  the 
Raw  Cane  Sugar  Manufacturers'  In- 
stitute will  be  held.  From  July  12  to  July 
24  the  Cane  Sugar  Refiners'  Institute 
will  be  offered.  From  June  17  to  July  8 
a  sugar  cane  production  course  will  be 
taught. 

The  course  on  raw  cane  sugar 
manufacturing  will  include  topics  on 
cane  preparation  and  milling,  clarifica- 
tion and  filtration,  evaporation  and 
crystalization,  centrifugals,  energy,  in- 
strumentation, computerization, 
marketing,  and  government  programs. 
Field  trips  are  also  included  in  the 
course.  This  is  the  third  year  the  course 
is  being  held  and  should  help  train  some 
of  our  industry  mill  personnel. 

The  course  on  cane  sugar  refining 
will  include  topics  on  clarification,  ab- 
sorption, cystallization,  storage,  cen- 
trifugals, marketing,  energy,  com- 
puterization, instrumentation  and 
federal  regulations.  This  is  the  tenth 
year  this  course  is  being  taught  and  has 
averaged  over  30  students  per  year. 

The  course  on  cane  production  is 
listed  as  Plant  Science  308  and  lasts  for 
four  weeks.  The  course  is  taught  every 
day  from  9  to  noon  with  laboratories  and 
field  trips  scheduled  on  Tuesday  and 
Thursday  afternoons. 

The  number  of  students  in  each 
course  is  limited.  Further  information 
including  registration  and  course  fees 
can  be  obtained  from  Dr.  Robert  Falgout 
at  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Nicholls  State  University,  P.O.  Box 
2013,  Thibodaux,  LA  70310  USA 
(telephone  504-448-4470). 
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Landforming 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You  II  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane— 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits 

©  Spectra-Physics 

Construction  &  Agricultural  Division 


For  efficiency  [  accuracy  in  precision 
grading  with  a  laser  consider  these 
benefits 

•  Eliminates  costly  overcutting 

•  Shortens  project  completion  time 

•  Reduces  manhours  per  project 

•  Easy  to  operate 

Precision  grading  also  has  these  benefits 

•  Eliminates  source  of  Johnsongrass 

•  Increases  land  in  production 

To  visit  a  laser  operation  and  learn  first 
hand  the  advantages  and  ease  of 
operating  a  laser  contact: 


A.  LEE  ALLEE,  Agent 

CAIRE  &  ALLEE  FARMS 

ST.  JAMES,  LA.  70086 

504/265-3965 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


Late  Frosts  and  Freezes  —  Weed  Control  and  Fertilization 


During  the  last  week  in  March  and 
the  first  week  of  April  several  frosts  and 
light  freezes  occurred.  At  this  time  our 
field  agronomists  are  still  making  field 
observations  on  the  extent  of  damage, 
but  it  is  apparent  that  some  top  burn  did 
occur.  Temperatures  at  or  slightly  below 
freezing  were  recorded  on  several  days 
during  this  time  period.  The  frost  on 
several  of  these  days  was  quite  heavy. 
Temperatures  of  29  to  33  degrees  were 
reported  throughout  the  belt  on  at  least 
three  of  these  days.  In  some  areas  some 
loss  of  terminal  buds  did  occur  although 
cane  shoots  that  were  enclosed  in  heavy 
top  growth  from  last  fall  survived  in 
many  cases. 

Of  as  much  concern  has  been  the  wet 
weather  which  has  occurred  during  the 
last  six  months.  Rainfall  reports  from 
the  USDA  Station  in  Houma  indicate 
we  had  15.8  inches  of  rain  during 
October,  November  and  December.  This 
total  is  approximately  3.5  inches  more 
than  a  75  year  average  for  the  Houma 
area.  The  total  rainfall  for  January, 
February  and  March  was  nearly  20 
inches  in  Houma.  This  total  is  approx- 
imately 6.5  inches  more  than  the  long 
term  average  for  these  three  months. 
This  puts  us  at  about  10  inches  more 
than  average  for  the  last  six  months. 

These  saturated  field  conditions  are 
ideal  for  deterioration  of  stubble  pieces 
and  mother  stalks,  especially  in  cool 
weather.  Our  field  agronomists  are  now 
seeing  some  of  this  deterioration  and 
will  continue  to  monitor  this  problem. 
Coupled  with  the  top  burn  that  was  ex- 
perienced from  the  late  frosts,  there  is 
the  potential  for  a  problem.  What 
started  out  as  an  optimistic  outlook  for 


a  crop  has  suddenly  begun  to  have  some 
problems.  The  fact  that  we  are  ex- 
periencing these  problems  in  March  and 
April  is  not  surprising.  Those  of  us  who 
look  at  and  dig  in  cane  stands  every  year 
know  that  the  late  spring  is  when  we 
can  experience  our  worst  problems. 

The  key  towards  making  this  crop 
lies  in  first,  making  sure  that  fields  are 
as  well  drained  as  possible  with  no  stop- 
ped up  ditches  or  field  drains,  and  se- 
cond, in  the  weather  that  we  will  ex- 
perience in  the  next  two  months.  Dry 
weather  from  here  on  out  will  help  tiller- 
ing and  get  us  around  some  of  the  poten- 
tial problems.  Continued  wet  weather 
will  only  aid  in  further  deterioration  of 
stubble  pieces  and  planted  cane.  This  is 
why  the  drainage  of  fields  is  so  crucial. 
Those  growers  who  keep  up  with  drains 
during  the  harvest  season  are  general- 
ly in  better  shape  than  those  who  do  not. 
The  use  of  small  four  wheel  drive  trac- 
tors as  drain  cleaners  has  helped  many 
growers  keep  their  drains  in  good  shape 
and  allows  them  to  keep  up  with  them 
during  the  harvest  season. 

What  may  help  stands  in  1987  is  the 
fact  that  we  did  not  lose  any  eyes  dur- 
ing the  winter  season  due  to  repeated 
warm  spells  followed  by  freezes.  We 
entered  the  spring  months  with  a  full 
allotment  of  eyes  and  so  there  could  be 
enough  good  eyes  to  make  a  good  crop. 
The  key  will  be  making  the  best  use  of 
those  shoots  that  remain.  There  is 
reason  to  believe  that  we  can  still  make 
a  good  crop  in  1987,  but  the  upcoming 
weather  and  the  ability  to  work  a  crop 
well  when  good  weather  does  occur  will 
be  crucial. 

(Continued  on  page  7) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


HOUSE  AG  COMMITTEE 
APPROVES  TRADE  PACKAGE 

The  House  Agriculture  Committee 
approved  a  legislative  package  which  is 
designed  to  become  part  of  an  overall 
trade  bill  under  development  in  the 
House.  Most  of  the  provisions  passed  the 
Committee  easily;  however,  it  is 
reported  the  Ways  and  Means  Commit- 
tee most  likely  will  ask  the  Rules  Com- 
mittee to  strike  several  import  restric- 
tions before  the  bill  reaches  the  House 
floor. 

Included  among  the  Committee's 
numerous  proposals  are  a  section  ex- 
tending and  expanding  the  funding  pro- 
visions of  the  export  enhancement  pro- 
gram; authorization  of  agricultural 
trade  and  aid  assessment  missions  to  15 
developing  countries;  creation  of  a  new 
Agriculture  Department  office  to  help 
American  farmers  and  businessmen 
damaged  by  unfair  agricultural  trade 
practices,  such  as  unfair  subsidies  on 
foreign  products  exported  to  the  U.S.,  in 
preparing  cases  seeking  relief  from  the 
International  Trade  commission  and 
other  agencies;  a  provision  for  import 
limitations  on  processed  products  con- 
taining 25  percent  or  more  of  a  raw  com- 
modity that  has  itself  been  subjected  to 
import  restrictions  under  Section  22; 
and  a  provision  requiring  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  to  prepare,  every  six 
months,  a  country -by-country  report  on 
trade  barriers  and  other  unfair  foreign 
practices. 

DEATH  OF  SENATOR 

ZORINSKY  CREATES 

AG  COMMITTEE  VACANCY 

The  sudden  death  of  Senator  Ed- 
ward Zorinsky  (D-Neb.)  last  month 
created    a    vacancy    on    the    Senate 


Agriculture  Committee  which  has  not 
yet  been  filled.  Nebraska  Governor  Kay 
Orr  appointed  Republican  David  Carnes 
to  fill  Zorinsky's  Senate  seat,  and  he  has 
expressed  his  interest  in  serving  on  the 
Agriculture  Committee.  However,  the 
Democrats  want  to  maintain  a  two- vote 
margin  on  the  Committee  and  could 
either  appoint  another  Democrat  to  fill 
the  vacancy  and  keep  the  same  number 
of  members,  or  if  Republican  Senator 
Carnes  is  appointed,  two  additional 
Democrats  would  be  named  to  the  panel. 

PROSPECTIVE  PLANTINGS 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
released  its  Prospective  Plantings  report 
March  31.  The  information  was  collected 
between  March  1  and  March  16  and  is 
based  on  voluntary  responses  from 
farmers.  Actual  acreage  planted  may 
vary  from  intentions  because  of  further 
adjustments  to  the  1987  farm  program, 
the  effects  of  weather,  availability  of 
production  inputs,  changes  in  market 
conditions  prior  to  planting,  and  the  in- 
dications from  this  report. 

Sugarbeet  growers  intend  to  plant 
1.25  million  acres  of  sugarbeets  in  12 
producing  states  in  1987.  If  intentions 
are  realized,  planted  acreage  will  be  1 
percent  greater  than  last  year.  Inten- 
tions indicate  that  the  five  leading 
states  in  acreage  will  be:  Minnesota, 
with  306,000  acres;  California,  with 
220,000;  Idaho,  with  162,000;  North 
Dakota,  with  160,000;  and  Michigan, 
which  expects  140,000  acres.  Prospec- 
tive plantings  by  state  are  as  follows: 
(See  Sugarbeet  Table,  page  7) 
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Congressman  Jerry  Huckaby  (D-LA)  spoke  to 
the  group  at  Thibodaux  about  the  outlook  for 
farm  legislation  during  1987.  Huckaby  is 
Chairman  of  the  House  Ag  Committee  on  Cot- 
ton, Rice,  and  Sugar. 


Congressman  Arlan  Stangeland  (R-MN)  spoke 
to  the  sugar  group.  Stangeland  is  ranking 
minority  member  on  the  Cotton,  Rice,  and 
Sugar  Subcommittee.  He  is  also  a  former 
sugar  beet  farmer. 
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Congressman  Clyde  Holloway  (R-LA)  is  new- 
ly elected  from  the  eighth  congressional 
district.  He  is  on  the  Cotton,  Rice,  and  Sugar 
Subcommittee. 


Don  Wallace,  the  League's  Washington  repre- 
sentative, served  as  moderator  for  the 
discussion. 
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FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  3) 
WEED  CONTROL  AND  FERTILIZATION 


Our  weed  control  program  has  suf- 
fered badly  because  of  the  rainy,  windy 
and  cool  conditions.  Many  growers  are 
now  turning  to  aerial  application  of  her- 
bicides. This  is  a  costly  operation  and 
many  times  does  not  give  as  good  a 
result  as  ground  application.  For  these 
reasons  growers  will  have  to  pay  par- 
ticular attention  to  cultivation  practices 
and  further  use  of  herbicides.  There  will 
be  little  room  for  error  without  getting 
into  a  grassy  crop  situation. 

As  of  this  writing,  April  6,  there  has 


been  little  fertilizer  applied  anywhere  in 
the  belt.  When  dry  conditions  begin  the 
fertilizer  application  will  undoubtedly 
be  hectic.  Growers  should  be  reminded 
that  the  soil  should  be  properly  prepared 
for  fertilizer  application.  This  means 
that  the  ground  should  be  well  worked 
with  no  large  clods  to  allow  for 
anhydrous  ammonia  to  escape.  Accord- 
ing to  much  research,  April  and  May  are 
the  best  times  for  nitrogen  application. 
Therefore,  growers  should  not  be  alarm- 
ed by  the  date.  Take  the  time  to  do  the 
best  job  possible. 
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AREA  PLANTED 

STATE 

IND 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1987/1986 

1,000  ACRES 

PERCENT 

CALIF 

206.0 

192.0 

220.0 

115 

COLO 

2.9 

37.8 

38.0 

101 

IDAHO 

153.0 

161.0 

162.0 

101 

MICH 

124.0 

138.0 

140.0 

101 

MINN 

278.0 

315.0 

306.0 

97 

MONT 

43.5 

47.2 

47.0 

100 

NEBR 

59.1 

60.1 

60.0 

100 

NDAK 

144.8 

165.0 

160.0 

97 

OHIO 

13.1 

15.6 

16.0 

103 

OREG 

11.9 

12.9 

13.0 

101 

TEX 

38.0 

37.2 

36.0 

97 

WYO 

50.2 

50.7 

51.0 

101 

US 

1,124.5 

1,232.5 

1,249.0 

101.3 

1/  RELATES  TO  YEAR  OF  INTENDED  HARVEST  EXCEPT  FOR 
OVERWINTERED  SPRING  PLANTED  BEETS  IN  CALIF. 
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SAFE  HANDLING  OF  ANHYDROUS  AMMONIA 


Introduction 

Crop  production  relies  on  fertilizer 
—  and  one  of  the  most  efficient  sources 
of  nitrogen  is  anhydrous  ammonia.  The 
use  of  anhydrous  ammonia  for  fertilizer 
has  grown  to  more  than  4,000,000  tons 
a  year  from  less  than  a  million  tons  in 
1961.  When  injected  into  the  soil,  am- 
monia rapidly  expands  to  a  gas,  spreads 
out  into  the  soil  and  dissolves  in  the  soil 
moisture.  It  then  combines  with  organic 
matter  and  clay  particles  until  soil 
bacteria  convert  its  nitrogen  to  the 
nitrates  needed  by  plants  for  growth. 

Ammonia  and  other  nitrogen  forms 
are  used  in  liquid  fertilizers.  However, 
this  bulletin  is  limited  to  the  hazards 
associated  with  handling  and  applying 
anhydrous  (water-free)  ammonia  direct- 
ly to  the  soil. 

NH3  Accidents 

Due  to  the  nature  of  the  material,  an 
unintended  release  of  anhydrous  am- 
monia must  be  considered  a  hazardous 
situation.  Here  are  some  of  the  ways  by 
which  ammonia  has  been  accidentally 
turned  loose  according  to  accident 
reports: 

•  Overfilling  of  a  nurse  tank  from 
storage .  .  .  attendant  distracted  or 
forgets. 

•  Hose  filling  nurse  tank  left  attached 
to  the  riser.  .  .bursts  when  pulled 
away. 

•  Hose-end  valve  knocked  open  when  it 
strikes  an  object  or  rolls  across  the 
tank. 

•  Pressure-relief  valve  vents  while  a 
person  is  in  line  with  the  discharge. 

•  Hose  bursts  during  transfer.  .  .fail- 
ure usually  occurs  in  old  or  mis- 
treated hose. 

•  Hose  coupling  not  bled  before  discon- 
necting coupling. 

•  Snap  coupling  fails  to  separate  when 


trailing    nurse    tank    becomes    un- 
coupled. .  .hose  bursts. 

•  Snap  coupling  fails  to  seal  when 
disconnected. 

•  Low  pressure  tubing  on  applicator 
breaks  loose  under  pressure  when 
knives  plug. 

•  Pressure  released  when  plugged 
knives  are  cleared. 

•  Ammonia  released  from  tank  after 
overturn  on  highway. 

All  of  the  above  types  of  accidents 
have  resulted  in  injury,  extensive  pro- 
perty damage  or  both. 

People  caught  in  the  areas  of  an  ac- 
cidental release  of  ammonia  may  be 
sprayed  with  liquid  or  compelled  to  in- 
hale the  irritating  vapor.  Loss  of  a 
tankful  of  ammonia  in  the  field  can  kill 
extensive  areas  of  growing  crops.  An  in- 
cident in  an  urban  area  can  force  the 
evacuation  of  residents. 

Rules  enforced  in  industrial  situa- 
tions where  ammonia  is  used  require 
the  availability  of  gas  masks,  protective 
clothing  and  emergency  water  supplies 
so  that  workmen  can  safely  make 
repairs  in  case  of  trouble. 

To  minimize  the  chance  of  injury,  all 
agricultural  workers  handling  or  apply- 
ing ammonia  should  use  impervious 
gloves  and  goggles  or  a  face  shield  to 
protect  the  body  areas  most  often  af- 
fected by  accidental  release  of  ammonia. 
They  should  have  a  minimum  of  five 
gallons  of  water  available  for  flushing 
in  case  of  accidental  contact. 

First  Aid  =  WATER  +  WATER  + 
WATER! 

Seconds  are  critical  when  someone 
is  sprayed  with  liquid  ammonia  or 
engulfed  in  concentrated  vapor!  Im- 
mediate use  of  the  five-gallon  (or  more) 
water  supply  to  flush  the  exposed  body 
area(s)  is  crucial. 

(Continued  on  page  9) 
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SAFE  HANDLING  OF  ANHYDROUS  AMMONIA 

(Continued  from  page  8) 


Daily  inspection  and  constant  obser- 
vation of  anhydrous  ammonia  equip- 
ment are  important  to  staying  safe. 
Here  are  some  of  the  things  to  check: 

•  Transport  vehicles— nurse  tanks— 

—  Hitch  (with  locking  pin) 

—  Tires 

—  Steering 

—  Fittings 

—  Hoses 

—  SMV  emblem 

—  Ammonia  identification 

—  Water  supply  (fresh,  clean  with  at 

least  5  gallons  on  hand) 

•  Applicator— 

—  Fittings  (clean  and  free  of  rust) 

—  Regular  (in  good  working  order) 

—  High  pressure  noses  (secure,  no 
sign  of  wear) 

—  Low  pressure  tubing  (clamps 
secure,  no  leaks) 

—  Knives  (in  good  condition,  not 
plugged) 

—  Applicator  shut  off  (rope  in  good 
condition,  right  length) 

—  Hitches  (secure  and  equipped  with 
locking  pins) 

—  Hydraulic  system  (tight  and 
functioning) 

—  Water  supply  (fresh,  clean  and  at 
least  5  gallons  on  applicator  or 
tractor) 

•  Personal  protective  equipment— 

—  Rubber  gloves 

—  Chemical  goggles  and /or  full  face 
shield 

—  Personal  water  supply  in  ap- 
plicator squeeze  bottle 

—  Supplemental  water  available  (at 
least  5  gallons). 

During  operations  be  alert  for  any 
abnormal  condition  of  the  equipment. 
Extra  strong  ammonia  odor,  frosting  or 
fogging  are  signals  to  double-check  your 
equipment. 


Operating  Procedures 

Because  of  the  differences  in  the  way 
tanks  are  equipped,  the  exact  step-by- 
step  procedure  for  using  your  ammonia 
equipment  should  be  explained  by  the 
dealer.  Here  are  some  basic  pointers  to 
help  you  follow  the  recommended 
procedures: 

•  Wear  rubber  gloves  and  goggles 
whenever  working  on  equipment, 
transferring,  hooking  up  or  discon- 
necting hoses,  etc. 

•  Make  certain  emergency  water  is 
ready  and  handy.  , 

•  Work  upwind  when  possible. 

•  Ammonia  fittings  on  filling  and 
transfer  lines  are  designed  to  be 
hand  tightened.  Do  not  use 
wrenches. 

•  Carry  filler  hose  only  by  the  valve 
body  or  coupling,  but  never  by  the 
valve  handle. 

•  Make  sure  that  hose  and  fittings 
are  free  of  dirt  and  loose  rust.  i 

•  Check  that  all  bleed  valves  are 
closed  before  opening  valves  for 
filling. 

•  Stay  in  attendance  during  transfer 
or  filling  to  prevent  over-filling. 

•  Open  bleed  valve  and  wait  for 
bleeding  to  cease  before  disconnect- 
ing couplings.  Make  sure  the  bleed 
hole  is  away  from  you. 

•  If  bleeding  takes  longer  than 
usual,  shut-off  valve  may  be  faul- 
ty. Call  a  serviceman.  Do  not  try 

to  disconnect  or  repair.  i 

•  Replace  protective  covers  after 
each  transfer  to  keep  fittings 
clean. 

•  Stow  hose  properly  to  prevent 
kinking  or  damage  from  vehicles 
or  dragging  on  the  ground. 

(Continued  on  page  10) 
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SAFE  HANDLING  OF  ANHYDROUS  AMMONIA 

(Continued  from  page  9) 

•   Above  all,  follow  instructions.  Make  about  the  consequence  if  something 

each  move  deliberately  with  thought  should  go  wrong. 


MEDICAL  CARE  OF  AMMONIA  VICTIMS  * 

There  is  no  specific  medical  treatment  for  the  effects  of  overexposure  to  anhydrous 
ammonia  vapors  or  direct  local  contact.  However,  there  are  guidelines  for  proper 
care  that  can  be  observed  but  which  may  not  be  familiar  to  medical  personnel 
inexperienced  in  treatment  of  such  cases. 

Skin  Contact:  Ammonia  on  skin  or  mucous  tissues  forms  a  caustic  reaction  that 
continues  to  destroy  tissue  as  long  as  it  remains  in  contact.  As  pointed  out  before, 
most  critical  is  the  immediate  and  thorough  rinsing  of  the  affected  tissue  areas 
with  water  for  15  minutes  or  more  to  dilute  and  flush  away  the  ammonia. 

Under  no  condition  should  salves  or  ointments  be  applied  to  skin  or  mucous 
membrane  burns  during  the  24-hour  period  following  injury.  Subsequent  medical 
treatment  is  the  same  as  for  thermal  burns. 

Contact  with  the  Eyes:  If  even  a  small  quantity  of  ammonia  enters  the  eyes,  they 
should  be  irrigated  immediately  and  copiously  with  water  for  a  minimum  of  15 
minutes.  If  a  physician  is  not  readily  available,  the  irrigation  should  be  continued 
for  an  additional  15  minutes  with  particular  effort  to  flush  the  entire  eyeball  sur- 
face and  the  inner  lining  of  the  lid. 

After  this  initial  treatment,  it  is  then  permissible  for  medical  personnel  to 
instill  two  or  three  drops  of  0.5  percent  pontocaine  solution  or  other  effective 
aqueous  topical  anesthetic.  No  oils  or  oily  ointment  should  be  administered  unless 
ordered  by  a  qualified  physician,  preferably  an  eye  specialist  Prompt  and  repeated 
administration  of  topical  steroids  on  15  or  20  minute  intervals  to  reduce  the  chance 
of  scar  tissue  is  suggested. 

Oxygen  Administration:  Oxygen  has  been  found  useful  in  the  treatment  of  in- 
halation exposures  of  many  chemicals,  especially  those  capable  of  causing  either 
immediate  or  delayed  harmful  effects  on  the  lungs. 

In  most  exposures,  administration  of  100  percent  oxygen  of  atmospheric 
pressures  has  been  found  to  be  adequate,  this  is  best  accomplished  by  use  of  a 
face  mask  having  a  reservoir  bag  of  the  non-rebreathing  type.  Treatment  should 
not  exceed  one  hour  of  continuous  treatment.  However,  it  may  be  reinstituted  as 
the  clinical  condition  indicates. 

Some  physicians  feel  that  in  the  event  of  an  exposure  causing  marked  symp- 
toms or  in  the  case  of  a  history  of  severe  exposure,  the  patient  may  be  treated  with 
oxygen  under  4  cm.  of  water  exhalation  pressure  for  one-half  hour  periods  out 
of  every  hour. 

The  patient  should  be  kept  comfortably  warm,  but  not  hot.  Stimulants  will 
rarely  be  necessary  where  adequate  oxygenation  is  maintained. 

*  These  guidelines  are  summarized  from  Chemical  Safety-Data  Sheet  SD-8, 
1960.  Manufacturing  Chemist's  Association  and  in  consultation  with  a  physi- 
cian. It  is  included  only  as  supplemental  information  that  can  be  made 
available  to  medical  personnel.  Procedures  described  should  be  carried  out 
only  under  the  supervision  of  a  physician. 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

RESEARCH  FUNDING  AND  WET  WEATHER 


The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
has  continued  to  fund  research  in  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry  to  the  tune  of 
nearly  one  third  of  its  total  budget.  The 
League  has  always  supported  research, 
both  its  own  and  that  of  LSU  and  USDA. 

Because  of  the  increase  in  dues  last 
year  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  addi- 
tional research,  the  League  expects  to 
take  in  about  $140,000  in  additional 
funds.  In  January  1987,  a  letter  was 
sent  out  to  interested  scientists  inform- 
ing them  of  the  procedure  for  applying 
for  the  available  research  monies.  A 
total  of  38  research  proposals  were 
received  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  for  a  total  request  of  near 
$900,000.  The  projects  were  divided  in- 
to their  respective  categories  and  copies 
of  each  sent  to  a  joint  committee  of 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  and  Farm 
Bureau  representatives.  These  commit- 
tee members  met  twice  and  after  much 
discussion  rated  the  proposals.  Those 
projects  which  received  the  highest 
priorities  and  for  which  there  were  suf- 
ficient funds  were  approved.  The  list  of 
approved  projects  was  then  presented  to 
the  Finance  Committee  of  the  League. 
The  list  of  ten  projects  was  given  final 
approval  for  funding  at  the  April  1 
meeting  of  the  League's  Board  of  Direc- 
tors. A  total  of  $137,914  was  approved 
for  the  1987  budget. 

Projects  approved  were  in  the  areas 
of  dextran  testing  and  dextranase 
development,  improving  mill  processing 
equipment,  expanding  the  breeding  pro- 
gram, biotechnology,  and  experiments 
in  disease  and  weed  control.  The  com- 
mittee also  put  aside  a  small  amount  of 
money  to  be  used  for  film  supplies  in 
monitoring  field  equipment. 


The  League  will  continue  to  support 
research  in  Louisiana  to  the  best  of  its 
ability.  This  industry  has  survived 
throughout  its  200  year  history  because 
of  research.  Without  it  we  would  certain- 
ly have  died  a  long  time  ago.  The  money 
that  is  being  spent  will  undoubtedly  be 
a  good  investment  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  industry  will  benefit  from  it. 


CONTINUED  WET  WEATHER 

The  rainy,  cool  weather  has  shown 
some  improvement,  but  rains  of  April  13 
have  kept  many  growers  from  advanc- 
ing as  well  as  they  would  like  to.  Some 
growers  have  now  had  an  opportunity  to 
at  least  begin  to  fertilize  and  put  out 
spring  herbicides.  On  April  13  heavy 
rains  fell  on  the  eastern  part  of  the  cane 
belt  with  much  smaller  amounts  being 
reported  from  the  Bayou  Teche  area.  As 
much  as  three  inches  of  rain  were 
recorded  which  has  caused  many  to  stay 
out  of  the  fields  for  at  least  another 
week.  It  is  not  necessarily  late  for  fer- 
tilizer but  it  is  late  for  application  of 
some  herbicides  and  for  early  off-barring 
and  cultivation.  Also  there  are  still  some 
stubble  fields  in  heavy  clay  soils  which 
growers  have  not  been  able  to  get  back 
in  since  harvest  time.  These  fields  have 
remained  in  a  poorly  drained  state  most 
of  the  spring  and  desperately  need  field 
work.  The  crop  still  looks  promising  at 
this  time  but  needs  much  dry  weather. 
It  is  still  too  early  to  assess  the  damage 
caused  by  the  late  frosts  and  freezes 
since  the  combination  of  poor  drainage 
and  top  burn  cannot  be  measured  until 
we  see  what  the  stands  will  amount  to 
later  in  the  spring. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


SUGAR  BILL  INTRODUCED 
IN  HOUSE  AND  SENATE 

Congressman  John  Porter  (R-Ill.)  in- 
troduced the  Reagan  Administration's 
sugar  bill  on  April  8  calling  it  the 
"Sugar  Program  Improvements  Act  of 
1987."  The  bill  would  phase  out  sup- 
ports over  a  four-year  period  while  pro- 
viding "transition"  payments  to  sugar- 
cane and  sugar  beet  growers.  The  next 
day,  Senator  Jesse  Helms,  a  member  of 
the  Agriculture  Committee,  introduced 
the  same  bill  in  the  Senate  by  request. 

The  legislation  would:  (1)  reduce  the 
loan  rate  from  18  to  12  cents  a  pound 
beginning  with  the  1987  crop  and  con- 
tinuing through  the  1991  crop;  and,  (2) 
provide  for  payments  to  sugarcane  or 
sugarbeet  producers  in  fiscal  years  1988 
through  1991  if  the  producer  (a)  pro- 
duced a  crop  in  crop  year  1985  or  1986 
and  (b)  produced  a  crop  in  at  least  two 
of  the  crop  years  1982  through  1984.  the 
total  amount  of  payments  that  a  pro- 
ducer may  receive  each  year  would  be 
based  on  a  base  quantity  assigned  to  the 
producer,  and  the  payment  rate  would 
vary  by  fiscal  year  and  quantity  pro- 
duced. The  bill  also  would  delete  the  "no 
cost"  provision  which  requires  the  Presi- 
dent to  use  all  available  authorities  to 
operate  the  sugar  program  without  cost 
to  the  federal  government  by  preventing 
the  accumulation  of  sugar  acquired  by 
the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation. 


HUCKABY  ADDRESSES 
SUGAR  CLUB 

Congressman  Jerry  Huckaby  CD- 
La.),  Chairman  of  the  House  Agriculture 
Subcommittee  on  Cotton,  Rice  &  Sugar 
spoke  to  the  Sugar  Club  in  New  York  in 


early  April.  Huckaby  spoke  on  "The 
Changing  U.S.  Sugar  Industry,"  ex- 
pressing concern  about  expansion  in 
domestic  sugar  production  and  the 
vulnerability  of  the  sugar  program  if  the 
U.S.  import  quota  is  reduced  again  in 
1988.  He  emphasized  that  he  felt  the  im- 
port quota  must  be  maintained  at  a 
minimum  level  of  1  million  short  tons 
or  that  pressures  will  mount  in 
Washington  for  a  change  in  the  existing 
U.S.  sugar  program.  He  further  pointed 
out,  however,  that  the  EEC's  subsidiza- 
tion of  their  sugar  industry  was  a 
primary  cause  of  low  world  sugar  prices 
and  lack  of  export  markets  that  hurt 
traditional  sugar  exporters  such  as  the 
Caribbean  and  Philippines.  He  said  the 
EEC  must  be  made  to  live  up  to  the 
GATT  international  rules  of  trade  and 
eliminate  the  differential  between  their 
domestic  price  and  export  price  for 
sugar. 


YEUTTER  CALLS  FOR  GLOBAL 
REDUCTION  IN  FARM  SUBSIDIES 

U.S.  Trade  Representative  Clayton 
Yeutter  has  proposed  putting 
"everything  on  the  table"  including 
quotas  on  imports  of  sugar,  peanuts  and 
dairy  products,  in  an  effort  to  reduce 
farm  subsidies  on  a  global  basis.  Yeut- 
ter is  the  chief  negotiator  at  the  GATT 
talks  in  Geneva.  Both  Yeutter  and 
Secretary  of  State  George  Shultz 
acknowledge,  however,  that  a  reduction 
of  farm  subsidies  cannot  be  taken  by  one 
country  alone  without  the  loss  of 
valuable  export  markets.  International 
cooperation  is  being  emphasized  as  the 
key  to  global  reduction  of  agricultural 
subsidies. 
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Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop. 


Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable 
protection  from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do  better 
than  SENCOR  herbicide  and 
GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you  control  of 
grass  and  broadleaf  weeds 
before  they  become  a 
problem.  Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of  sugar- 
cane borer,  and  long 
residual  control  even  in 
hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you  ap- 
plication flexibility,  at  a  price 
that  makes  good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE. 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg  TMs  of  the  Parent  Company 

of  Farbenfabriken  Bayer  GmbH.  Leverkusen 


f£. 


Mobay  Chemical  Corporation 

Agricultural  Chemicals  Division 
Box  4913,  Kansas  City,  MO  64120 
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Test  Your  Sugar  I.Q. 


Many  myths  and  superstitions  have 
entered  the  realm  of  "common 
knowledge."  There's  a  long  list  of 
statements  that  could  begin  with  the 
phrase  "Everybody  knows..."  But 
what  does  everybody  know?  And  where 
did  they  hear  it? 

The  U.S.  Food  and  Drug  Ad- 
ministration has  recently  published  an 
in-depth  study  on  sugar,  separating  the 
facts  from  the  myths.  Based  on  the 
FDA's  findings,  the  Sugar  Association 
has  put  together  the  following  quiz.  How 
sound  is  your  knowledge  of  sugar  and 
health? 

1.  Which  of  the  following  can  pre- 
dict a  snack's  tooth-decaying 
potential? 

A)  How  much  sugar  it  contains. 

B)  How  sticky  it  is. 

C)  How  often  it's  eaten. 

D)  The  warning  label  on  the 
package. 

2.  Consumption  of  sugar  and 
prevalence  of  tooth  decay  have 
risen  proportionally  for  the  last 
two  decades.  True  or  false. 

3.  Which  of  the  following  has  a 
more  drastic  effect  on  blood 
sugar  levels? 

A)  Simple  carbohydrates. 

B)  Complex  carbohydrates. 

C)  Neither. 

4.  Population  studies  indicate  a 
direct  relationship  between  the 
amount  of  sugar  consumed  and 
the  likelihood  of  diabetes.  True 
or  false. 

5.  Hypoglycemia  is: 

A)  A  medically  acknowledged 
disorder  that  affects  millions 
of  people, 


B)  A  rare  and  musunderstood 
condition  about  which  there 
is  a  notable  lack  of  hard 
data. 

C)  A  heroine  in  19th-century 
literature. 

6.  Normal  and  hyperactive 
children  fed  sugar  will  show  a 
sudden  increase  in  activity. 
True  or  false. 

7.  During  weight  reduction,  the 
body's  metobolic  rate  often  falls. 
It  can  be  raised  back  to  normal 
by: 

A)  Exercise. 

B)  Frequent  cold  showers. 

C)  Including  sugar  in  the  diet. 

8.  Incidence  of  coronary  artery 
disease  was  attributed  to  sugar 
intake  in: 

A)  Framingham,  Mass. 

B)  Honolulu. 

C)  Puerto  Rico. 

9.  Diabetics  cannot  eat  sugar. 
True  or  false. 

10.  In  a  well-balanced,  low-calorie 
diet,  sugar  is: 

A)  Catastrophic. 

B)  Irrelevant. 

C)  Beneficial. 
(Answers  on  page  8) 
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Jolt  Cola  can  now  be  found  in  Louisiana  stores, 
Jolt  uses  Louisiana  raw  sugar. 
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Answers  to  Sugar  Quiz 

1.  B  and  C  only.  There  is  no  direct  rela- 
tionshop  between  a  food's  sugar  con- 
tent and  its  cariogenicity. 

2.  False.  Since  the  1960s,  consumption 
of  nutritive  sweeteners  (sugar  plus 
corn  syrup)  has  remained  constant, 
while  tooth  decay  has  declined 
dramatically. 

3.  C,  surprisingly.  Blood  glucose 
response  to  simple  and  complex  car- 
bohydrates depends  on  a  number  of 
dietary  factors.  One  researcher 
found  little  difference  among  the  ef- 
fects of  sucrose,  glucose,  and  starch 
from  wheat  and  potato  on  blood 
glucose  levels. 

4.  False.  Many  studies  find  no  correla- 
tion at  all,  while  some  even  note  an 
inverse  relationship. 

5.  B.  The  task  force  notes  that  much 
information  on  hypoglycemia  ap- 
pears in  "psychological  literature 
and  the  lay  press,"  little  in  peer- 
reviewed  science  journals. 

6.  False.  Studies  on  normal  and 
hyperactive  children  show  that 
sugar  has  a  slightly  calming  effect 
or  no  effect  at  all. 

7.  A  and  C.  Dieters  given  sugar  rather 
than  fat  as  an  emergency  source 
showed  no  decrease  in  metobolic 
rate. 

8.  Trick  question.  No  population  study 
has  found  any  link  between 
sugar/carbohydrate  consumption 
and  coronary  artery  disease. 

9.  False.  The  task  force  stated  that 
sugar  intake  is  relatively  insignifi- 
cant in  coping  with  diabetes.  If  the 
diet  includes  fiber,  diabetics  can 
tolerate  as  much  sugar  as  the  rest 
of  the  population. 

10.  C.  Sugar  helps  to  raise  a  dieter's 
metobolic  rate  if  it  has  been  lowered 
through  dietary  restriction. 
Metabolism  of  carbohydrates  in 
general  is  a  process  that  requires  a 
great  deal  of  energy,  leaving  little 
or  no  energy  to  be  stored  as  fat. 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

NEW  VARIETY  CP  79-318  -  CONTACT  COMMITTEE  - 
WEATHER  EXTREMES 


At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Varie- 
ty Release  Committee  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League,  it  was  decided  that 
CP  79-318  be  recommended  for  release 
to  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Industry.  The 
variety,  developed  in  the  USDA  pro- 
gram, has  been  extensively  tested  by  the 
three  cooperating  agencies,  USDA,  LSU 
and  the  League.  All  available  scientists 
from  the  three  organizations  were  given 
an  opportunity  to  discuss  the  potential 
of  CP  79-318.  League  Agronomists 
Windell  Jackson  and  Herman 
Waguespack,  Jr.  have  the  variety  on 
their  secondary  stations  and  have  work- 
ed with  the  variety  in  the  testing  pro- 
gram. There  should  be  enough  seed 
available  from  the  increase  stations  to 
provide  an  adequate  supply  to  the 
industry. 

Final  approval  for  the  release  of  this 
new  variety  will  be  taken  up  at  the  Con- 
tact Committee  meeting  to  be  held  this 
summer.  The  official  notice  of  release 
and  description  of  the  variety  will  be 
made  available  in  the  July  15  issue  of 
the  Bulletin.  Also  included  in  that  issue 
will  be  the  application  forms  for  seed 
purchase  and  the  list  of  secondary  sta- 
tions where  the  variety  will  be 
available. 

This  variety,  CP  79-318,  appears  to 
be  a  good  yielding  variety  having  pro- 
duced yields  in  the  outfield  tests  as  good 
as  the  commercial  checks  CP  70-321  and 
CP  65-357.  It  has  yielded  as  well, 
although  not  significantly  better  than, 
these  commercial  varieties  in  sugar  per 
acre  in  plant  cane,  first  and  second  stub- 
ble. It  has  yielded  as  well  as  CP  65-357 
and  CP  70-321  in  both  tonnage  and 
sugar  per  ton. 


Its  biggest  problem  seen  to  date 
comes  from  its  harvestability.  It  has  pro- 
ven to  be  difficult  to  harvest  at  a  number 
of  tests  and  at  some  of  the  secondary  sta- 
tions. Many  varieties  "toughen  up"  as 
they  get  a  little  older.  Whether  this 
variety  will  do  so,  only  time  will  tell. 

CP  79-318  does  have  good  resistance 
to  sugarcane  smut  and  has  at  least 
satisfactory  resistance  to  other  cane 
diseases  and  insects.  It  appears  to  have 
acceptable  cold  tolerance  and  has  good 
milling  characteristics.  Its  maturity  and 
fiber  characteristics  are  similar  to  CP 
65-357. 

Since  this  variety  can  help  in  our 
overall  variety  picture,  it  is  recommend- 
ed that  growers  consider  purchasing 
some  seed  of  this  new  cane.  It  will  be 
featured  in  more  discussions  in  future 
articles  and  will  be  thoroughly  discussed 
at  the  Contact  Committee  as  well  as  at 
most  field  days  this  summer. 

CONTACT  COMMITTEE 

The  Contact  Committee  meeting  for 
1987  will  be  held  at  the  USDA  Farm  at 
Chacahoula  on  Thursday  June  25, 1987. 
Each  year  this  meeting  alternates  bet- 
ween the  USDA  and  LSU  facilities. 
Since  it  is  the  year  for  the  USDA  Sta- 
tion to  host  the  meeting,  it  will  be  held 
at  their  farm  with  the  usual  field  tour 
of  a  number  of  research  and  demonstra- 
tion stops.  The  topics  for  discussion  are 
now  being  planned.  An  important  part 
of  the  meeting  will  be  the  discussion  and 
official  release  of  the  new  variety,  CP 
79-318,  discussed  earlier  in  this  article. 

We  have  made  tentative  plans  at 
this  time  to  have,  after  the  Contact 
(Continued  on  page  9) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


HOUSE  PASSES  TRADE  BILL 

The  House  passed  a  comprehensive 
trade  bill  April  30  by  a  vote  of  290  to  115 
that  would  require  the  President  to 
retaliate  against  unfair  trade  practices 
and  crack  down  on  countries  that  main- 
tain large  trade  surpluses  with  the 
United  States.  The  bill  includes  a  con- 
troversial amendment  sponsored  by 
Representative  Richard  Gephardt  CD- 
Mo.)  which  barely  passed  by  a  vote  of 
218  to  214.  This  amendment  authorizes 
retaliatory  steps  to  reduce  trade 
surpluses  by  specified  amounts  (a  10% 
reduction  each  year  for  four  years)  with 
any  country  whose  markets  are  not  open 
to  imports  of  U.S.  goods  and  services. 

Also  included  in  the  trade  bill  is  a 
provision  extending  the  deadline  for 
refunding  of  Customs  Duty  Drawback  to 
cane  refiners  for  re-export  of  refined 
sugar,  or  exporters  of  products  contain- 
ing sugar.  The  deadline  for  sugar  im- 
ported after  October  31, 1977  and  before 
April  1, 1985  would  be  waived  provided 
that  the  sugar  is  exported  before  Oc- 
tober 1,  1991.  Rep.  Ed  Jenkins  (D-Ga.) 
had  sponsored  this  provision  during 
Ways  &  Means  Committee  hearings  on 
the  trade  bill.  A  similar  proposal  has 
been  introduced  in  the  Senate  by 
Senator  John  Breaux  (D-La.). 

Rep.  Arlan  Stangeland's  (R-Minn.) 
proposal  to  place  a  quota  on  imports  of 
products  containing  25%  or  more  by  dry 
weight  of  a  Section  22  commodity,  such 
as  sugar,  peanuts,  tobacco  and  cotton, 
was  eliminated  from  the  trade  bill  by 
the  House  Rules  Committee  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Ways  and  Means  Commit- 
tee. In  addition,  there  had  been  some 
speculation  that  Rep.  John  Porter  (R-Ill.) 
might  try  to  offer  his  sugar  bill  as  an 
amendment  to  the  trade  bill  if  the  Rules 


Committee  would  allow  it,  but  he  did 
not  make  an  attempt  to  do  so. 

Other  agricultural  provisions  sur- 
viving in  the  final  bill  include:  (1)  man- 
date to  reorganize  USDA  in  way  to  pro- 
vide greater  emphasis  on  trade  issues; 
(2)  provision  shifting  primary  lead- 
agency  responsibility  to  USDA  from 
USTR  when  agricultural  products  are 
involved  in  trade  disputes;  and  (3)  exten- 
sion of  export  enhancement  program 
with  mandate  that  it  be  made  available 
to  more  countries  and  that  commodities 
used  in  program  be  valued  at  market 
prices  rather  than  loan  rate. 

The  Senate  Finance  Committee  is 
working  on  its  version  of  trade  legisla- 
tion and  hopes  to  have  it  on  the  floor  for 
debate  by  early  June.  It  is  expected  the 
Senate  bill  will  be  more  moderate  and 
acceptable  to  the  White  House  than  the 
House  version.  The  President  has  said 
he  would  veto  any  trade  bill  containing 
retaliatory  provisions  such  as  the 
Gephardt  amendment. 


1987  INTERNATIONAL 
SWEETENER  SYMPOSIUM 

The  1987  Sweetener  Symposium 
will  be  held  July  29  through  31  at  the 
Marriott  Crystal  Gateway  Hotel  outside 
Washington,  DC,  in  Alexandria, 
Virginia.  This  will  be  the  third  annual 
opportunity  for  beet  sugar,  cane  sugar, 
and  corn  sweetener  industry  represent- 
atives to  meet  with  Federal 
policymakers.  It  will  bring  together  the 
nation's  leading  experts  in  sweetener 
policy  to  discuss  what  is  happening, 
why,  the  impact  it  will  have  on  your 
business  and  what  you  can  do  about  it. 

Highlights  of  this  year's  Symposium 

(Continued  on  page  10) 
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The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Cookbook 
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FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL  recipes  were  submitted  by 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.  Each  recipe  uses  sugar  —  the  natural  sweetener 
containing  only  16  calories  per  teaspoon. 
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Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  book  will  be  used  to  further  research  in  the  areas  of  sugar  cane  production  and  processing. 


P  &  G  Action  Expected  Soon 
On  Fat  Substitute 

(Reprinted  Courtesy  of  Cincinatti  Enquirer) 


Procter  &  Gamble  Co.  may  be  closer 
than  it's  ever  been  to  filing  for  govern- 
mental approval  of  its  revolutionary 
calorie-free  fat  substitute,  sucrose 
polyester. 

Wall  Street  analysts,  most  of  whom 
are  extremely  bullish  on  the  potential 
of  sucrose  polyester,  believe  P  &  G  may 
be  as  close  as  three  months  away  from 
asking  for  Food  and  Drug  Administra- 
tion approval  of  the  substance.  Such  ap- 
proval would  be  a  major  step  since  it  is 
needed  before  putting  any  sucrose 
polyester  product  on  the  market. 

"The  speculation  is,  and  P  &  G 
doesn't  deny  this,  that  they  should  do  a 
filing  with  the  FDA  before  the  end  of 
this  fiscal  year,"  said  Joseph  H.  Kozloff, 
P  &  G  analyst  and  vice  president  with 
Paine  Webber  Inc.  The  company's  fiscal 
year  ends  June  30. 

Another  analyst,  Jack  Salzman  of 
Goldman,  Sachs  &  Co.,  predicted  that  a 
filing  would  come  "within  three 
months." 

The  company  —  aside  from  pro- 
viding published  reports  of  research  pro- 
jects conducted  on  sucrose  polyester  and 
confirming  that  such  research  is  contin- 
uing —  will  say  little  about  the  topic.  It 
makes  no  predictions  on  how  soon,  or 
even  if,  it  will  file  for  FDA  approval. 

The  most  P  &  G  spokesman  Don 
Tassone  would  say  is  that  the  company 
will,  most  likely,  make  a  public  an- 
nouncement of  the  filing  when  done. 

The  company  may  not  be  talking  — 
but  plenty  of  other  people  are.  Discus- 
sion of  sucrose  polyester  is  nearing  a 
fever  pitch  among  Wall  Street  analysts 
who  follow  household  products  com- 
panies. The  media  have  also  picked  up 


the  scent:  Tassone  reports  tliat  he  has 
fielded  media  calls  from  Canada,  Ger- 
many and  England,  as  well  as  the 
United  States,  in  recent  weeks. 

Used  in  foods,  sucrose  polyester 
resembles  a  liquid  or  solid  cooking  oil, 
in  its  texture,  taste  and  other  culinary 
properties.  But  because  of  its  complex 
molecular  structure,  sucrose  polyester 
cannot  be  absorbed  by  the  body,  and  so 
adds  no  calories  to  the  diet. 

P  &  G  researchers  and  those  hired 
by  the  company  have  demonstrated  that 
sucrose  polyester  can  be  used  in  any  food 
product  that  calls  for  a  fat  or  oil.  P  &  G 
already  has  patents  for  its  use  in 
margarine,  baked  products  and  a 
beverage. 

Researchers  also  have  discovered 
several  important  medical  uses  for 
sucrose  polyester,  notably  in  reducing 
serum  cholestrol  levels,  controlling 
obesity  and  treating  diabetes. 

While  observers  say  those  are  impor- 
tant breakthroughs,  they  are  more  ex- 
cited about  sucrose  polyester's  potential 
for  foods.  The  drug  category  is  narrow, 
with  research  currently  showing  poten- 
tial for  maybe  a  half  dozen  applications. 
But  the  food  category  is  virtually 
unlimited. 

"As  an  analyst,  I  couldn't  care  less 
whether  they  file  for  it  as  a  drug,"  said 
Jay  Freedman,  vice  president  at  Kidder 
Peabody  Inc. 

That's  because  food  additives  come 
to  market  quicker  than  drugs.  While  it 
may  take  the  FDA  five  to  seven  years 
to  approve  a  substance  for  use  as  a  drug, 
it  usually  takes  one  to  two  years  to  ap- 
prove food  additives. 

(Continued  on  page  7) 
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P  &  G  Action  Expected  Soon 

(Continued  from  page  6) 


What  it's  made  of: 

Sucrose     m^«     eight  edible  oils 


+ 


sucrose 
polyester 


In  a  sucrose  polyester  molecule,  sucrose  —  regular  table  sugar  —  is  bonded  with  edi- 
ble oils.  A  normal  sucrose  molecule  is  composed  of  eight  oxygen-hydrogen  or  "OH" 
groups;  in  a  sucrose  polyester  molecule,  the  "H"  in  the  "OH"  group  is  replaced  with 
an  edible  oil. 

What  It's  used  for: 

Food  Additives: 

Liquid  applications  in  beverages,  salad  dressings,  cooking  oils;  semi-solid  applications 
in  margarines,  mayonnaise,  ice  cream;  solid  applications  in  confectionery  products. 

Non  Food  products: 

Prescription  remedy  for  treatment  of  obesity,  high  cholesterol  levels  and  diabetes; 
surfactant  in  detergents  to  fight  oil  or  fat-based  stains;  laxatives;  lubricating  agent 
for  pharmaceutical  tablets;  anti-caking  agent  in  powdered  products. 


In  addition,  P  &  G  has  less  ex- 
perience in  developing  drugs  than  foods, 
a  factor  that  could  further  slow  any  drug 
application  of  sucrose  polyester. 

But  the  FDA  may  force  P  &  G  into 
a  new  drug  filing,  some  say,  because 
researchers  have  documented  several 
side  effects  from  sucrose  polyester. 

Some  test  subjects  developed  diar- 
rhea; some  retained  2%  to  3%  of  the 
sucrose  polyester  in  their  systems;  some 
were  unable  to  absorb  vitamins  A  and 
E  when  using  sucrose  polyester. 

Kozloff,  the  Paine  Webber  analyst, 
said  he  thinks  P  &  G  will  go  with  a  new 
drug  filing  because  of  those  problems.  If 
approved  as  a  drug,  "the  doctors  have 
control.  If  you're  going  to  do  it  as  a  food 
additive,  then  the  FDA  has  no  control 
over  who  can  use  it,"  he  said. 

All  of  this  —  the  potential  uses  of 
sucrose  polyester  and  side  effects  —  has, 
of  course,  been  known  for  some  time. 
The  subject  has  received  renewed  atten- 


tion in  recent  weeks  and  months, 
however,  because  P  &  G's  original  pa- 
tent on  the  substance,  awarded  Aug.  17, 
1971,  expires  next  year. 

Although  the  company  subsequent- 
ly won  at  least  17  other  patents,  all  but 
one  of  those  cover  uses  of  sucrose 
polyester  rather  than  the  substance 
itself.  Kozloff  said  P  &  G  has  indicated 
that  it  considers  its  subsequent  patents 
strong  enough  to  keep  competitors  at 
bay. 

But  Salzman,  the  Goldman,  Sachs 
analyst,  said  he  believes  the  use  patents 
are  superfluous  compared  to  the  original 
patent  and  one  obtained  in  1976  that 
covers  a  production  process  for  sucrose 
polyester. 

Once  P  &  G  loses  patent  protection 
on  the  substance  itself,  he  said,  the 
floodgates  open  for  competitors  to  rush 
in. 

Already,  Frito-Lay,  a  division  of 
(Continued  on  page  8) 
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P  &  G  Action 
Expected  Soon 

(Continued  from  page  7) 

PepsiCo  Inc.,  has  won  a  patent  on  a 
calorie-free  fat  substance  similar  to 
sucrose  polyester.  Pfizer  Inc.,  a  pharma- 
ceutical company,  and  Lever  Brothers 
Co.,  a  consumer  goods  company,  are 
working  on  related  substances. 

And  two  Japanese  companies  — 
Mitsubishi-Kasei  Food  Corp.  of  Toyko 
and  Dai-Ichi  Kogyo  Seiyaku  of  Kyoto  — 
already  market  sucrose  polyester  in 
Japan.  Neither,  however,  use  the 
substance  in  food  manufacturing  nor 
have  much  interest  in  doing  so,  said  Bob 
Anderson,  who  represents  Dai-Ichi 
through  his  Chicago-based  Mid- 
American Materials  Co.  He  markets 
sucrose  esters,  substances  used  as 
emulsifiers  in  foods  and  other  products. 

"The  Japanese  see  no  point  in  in- 
gesting something  that,  in  effect,  has  no 
nutritional  value,"  Anderson  said  of 
sucrose  polyester.  "They  don't  have  the 
fat  problem  that  we  have  in  the  United 
States." 

American  food  companies,  on  the 
other  hand,  are  interested  sucrose 
polyester  —  but  are  content  to  let  P  & 
G  do  the  research,  said  David  Berner, 
technical  director  of  the  American  Oil 
Chemists'  Society  in  Springfield,  111. 

Smaller  companies,  Berner  pointed 
out,  don't  want  to  spend  the  required 
millions  in  research  when  P  &  G,  with 
its  collection  of  patents,  has  the  corner 
on  many  sucrose  polyester  uses. 

He  said  he  believes  most  food 
manufacturers  will  wait  for  P  &  G  to 
bring  out  a  sucrose  polyester  product 
and  gauge  consumer  reaction  before 
hopping  on  the  bandwagon. 
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Committee,  an  equipment  display  by 
the  Bayou  Equipment  Group.  They  will 
have  representatives  there  to  discuss 
the  machinery  being  presented.  They 
are  also  planning  to  serve  a  lunch  at  the 
Sheriffs  Camp  in  Houma  at  noon.  More 
will  be  presented  on  the  Contact  Com- 
mittee and  equipment  display  in  a  later 
article. 

EXTREME  WEATHER 
CONDITIONS  IN  APRIL 

Late  March  and  April  will  go  down 
in  the  record  books  as  some  of  the  most 
extreme  temperature  fluctuations  seen 
by  the  industry.  Record  breaking  low 
temperatures,  with  frosts  and  light 
freezes  occurred  during  the  last  week  of 
March  and  the  first  week  of  April.  By 
mid  April  record  breaking  high 
temperatures  in  the  low  90's  were 
recorded  by  most  of  the  industry.  The 
dry  weather  which  has  settled  in  for  the 
last  three  weeks  of  April,  along  with  the 


warm  temperatures  have  materially 
helped  the  crop.  This  weather  pattern 
has  offset  some  of  the  damage  caused  by 
the  late  freezes  and  wet  weather  of 
March.  Small  tillers  have  now  been 
made  and  the  crop  is  beginning  to 
return  to  its  early  potential.  Fertiliza- 
tion, delayed  by  the  early  wet  weather 
is  now  at  full  speed.  Weed  control  has 
suffered,  although  growers  are  now  cat- 
ching up  with  spraying  and  cultivation. 
There  are  still  many  grassy  fields  but 
with  good  weather  in  the  coming  weeks 
growers  should  make  good  progress. 

These  temperature  fluctuations, 
although  extreme,  do  not  seem  to  have 
hurt  the  crop  at  this  time.  In  fact,  the 
optimum  growing  conditions  experienc- 
ed in  the  last  three  weeks  have  helped. 
Many  growers  are  indicating  that 
stands  in  some  fields  of  second  stubble 
are  of  concern  to  them  but  many  of  these 
fields  have  too  much  grass  in  them  to  ac- 
tually see  what  there  true  potential  is. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  4) 


include:  (1)  a  look  at  the  future  of  U.S. 
sugar  needs;  (2)  a  debate  over  the  impact 
of  U.S.  sweetener  policy  in  developing 
nations;  (3)  the  outlook  for  GATT 
negotiations;  (4)  expert  predictions  for 
sugar  and  sweetener  consumption  and 
production,  at  home  and  abroad;  and  (5) 
the  opportunity  to  discuss  sweetener 
policy  with  decision  makers  from  Con- 
gress and  from  the  Administration.  The 
Symposium  is  sponsored  by  the  U.S. 
Sweetener  Producers  Group  (USSPG)  of 
which  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
is  a  member. 


HEAVY  USE  OF  NUTRASWEET 
CALLED  HARMFUL 

A  new  study  indicates  that  heavy 
consumption  of  the  artificial  sweetener 
NutraSweet  appears  to  heighten 
chances  of  behavorial  disturbances  and 
birth  defects,  according  to  Dr.  Reuben 
Matalon,  a  University  of  Illinois  scien- 
tist. Dr.  Matalon,  a  pediatrician  and 


geneticist,  said  that,  in  several  of  51 
adults  in  his  12-week  study,  the 
sweetener  flooded  the  bloodstream  with 
phenylalanine,  a  amino  acid  linked  to 
brain-chemistry  changes.  The  results 
suggest  that  large  amounts  of 
NutraSweet  could  particularly  affect 
small  children  and  millions  of  people 
unaware  of  their  body's  inability  to  ful- 
ly process  phenylalanine. 

Phenylalanine-sensitive  women  who 
ingest  large  amounts  of  NutraSweet 
during  pregnancy  in  such  products  as 
diet  soft  drinks,  cocoa,  puddings,  Jell-O, 
and  cereal  could  face  an  increased  risk 
that  their  infants  will  have  birth  defects, 
Metalon  said.  He  said  previous  studies 
have  shown  that  high  concentrations  of 
phenylalanine  can  cause  reduced  atten- 
tion span  and  concentration  and 
memory  loss.  The  new  study,  he  said, 
may  provide  a  link  between  NutraSweet 
and  those  effects.  The  NutraSweet  Com- 
pany of  Chicago  dismissed  Metalon's 
research  as  "absolutely  nothing  new" 
and  said  its  product  is  safe. 
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P.O.  Box  1637  Morgan  City,  LA  70380 

SELF  INSURANCE,  INC. 
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A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

FIRST  SOUTH  PRODUCTION 
CREDIT  ASSOCIATION 
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CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620         New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
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THOMPSON  MACHINERY  CO.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

CONTACT  COMMITTEE  -  WHITE  LEAVES  IN  CP  74-383 


On  Thursday,  June  25,  1987,  the 
USDA  will  host  the  Contact  Committee 
of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 
This  meeting  alternates  each  year  be- 
tween USDA  and  LSU.  Again  this  year, 
as  in  past  years,  we  have  an  interesting 
program  prepared  for  you.  Mr.  Dan 
Duplantis,  Chairman  of  the  Contact 
Committee  and  Dr.  Richard  Breaux. 
Research  Leader,  of  the  USDA  station, 
encourage  all  cane  growers  and  others 
interested  in  sugar  cane  to  attend. 

The  meeting  will  begin  at  9:00  a.m. 
at  the  USDA's  Ardoyne  Farm.  This  is 
located  on  Terrebonne  19  (Chacahoula 
or  Bull  Run  Road)  which  is  the  highway 
that  goes  between  LA  311  and  LA  20. 
The  farm  is  a  couple  of  miles  down  Ter- 
rebonne 19  from  LA  311.  For  those  of 
you  not  familiar  with  these  highways, 
LA  311  is  the  back  highway  between 
Thibodaux  and  Houma  while  LA  20  is 
the  highway  between  Thibodaux  and 
Gibson.  Terrebonne  19  is  about  halfway 
between  Thibodaux  and  Houma  on  LA 
311. 

The  agenda  will  be  as  follows: 
8:45  Meet  at  USDA  Ardoyne  Farm 
9:00  Welcome— Dr.  Richard  Breaux 
Remarks  —  Mr.  Dan  Duplantis 
9:45  Field  Tour 

CP  79-318,  -  A  new  variety 

release— Mr.  Hugh  Paul  Fanguy 

Artificial  infestation  to  select 

for  borer  resistance  — 

Dr.  Bill  White 

Monitoring  the  depth  of  seed 

and  stubble  pieces  with  the 

laser  level  — 

Dr.  John  Dunckelman 

Dextran,  the  core  sampler 

and  cane  payment  — 

Dr.  Ben  Legendre 

Biological  control  of  Johnson 

grass  and  herbicidal  control  of 

Itch  Grass  —  Dr.  Rex  Millhollen 


11:30  Equipment  Display  — 

Bayou  Equipment  Group 
12:30  Lunch  -  Sheriffs  Camp 

This  Contact  Committee  program 
should  finish  by  about  11:30.  At  that 
time  there  will  be  an  equipment  display 
set  up  by  the  Bayou  Equipment  Group. 
Following  the  equipment  display,  this 
same  group  will  sponsor  a  lunch  at  the 
Sheriffs  Camp  on  Savanne  Road  which 
is  off  LA  311  (only  it  is  a  few  miles  closer 
to  Houma  than  the  Chacahoula  Road). 
There  will  be  a  small  charge  by  the 
Bayou  Equipment  Group  to  cover  the 
meal  and  refreshments. 

We  are  hoping  for  good  weather  so 
that  the  field  tour  can  be  conducted,  but 
in  the  event  of  rain  the  entire  Contact 
Committee  program  will  be  held  at  the 
Sheriffs  Camp. 

The  program  contains  several  topics 
of  current  interest.  The  official  release 
of  the  new  variety  CP  79-318  will  be  con- 
ducted at  this  meeting  following  the 
discussion  of  its  characteristics.  Infor- 
mation concerning  the  distribution  of 
seed  will  be  discussed. 

Each  year  when  the  Contact  Com- 
mittee Meeting  is  held,  it  gives  you  a 
change  to  visit  the  Research  Stations 
and  more  importantly  hear  research 
results  and  ask  questions  of  the  scien- 
tists who  serve  you.  Growers,  processors, 
members  of  service  agencies  and  inter- 
ested persons  in  the  cane  belt  are  en- 
couraged to  attend  and  participate  in 
the  1987  Contact  Committee. 

CP  74-383 

Every  year,  in  several  varieties,  one 
can  see  white  or  variegated  (white  and 
green  striped)  leaves.  This  is  especially 
true  for  CP  74-383  and  CP  73-351.  This 
condition  is  generally  brought  on  by 
temperature  changes  such  as  frost  or  a 
cold  snap  which  occurs  when  the  plant  is 
(Continued  on  page  8) 
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Announcing  the 

1987  International 
Sweetener  Symposium 

July  29-31,  1987 

Marriott  Crystal  Gateway  Hotel 

Near  Washington  National  Airport 


No  matter  what  your  stake  is  in  the  sweetener  industry, 
you  are  affected  by  Federal  sweetener  policies.  And,  it  is 
imperative  that  all  facets  of  the  sweetener  industry  take 
this  opportunity  to  meet  with  policymakers  and  debate  the 
issues. 

•  What  is  the  future  of  the  U.S.  Sugar  Pro-am? 

•  Will  upcoming  trade  negotiations  (GA  TT)  lead  to  fat 
trade  in  the  world  sweetener  market? 

•  What  does  a  U.S.-Canadian  Free  Trade  Agreement 
portend  for  sweeteners? 

•  What  do  EEC  policies  do  to  world  sweetener  trade? 

•  Can  U.S.  quota  loopholes  be  closed? 

•  What  about  foreign  trade  zones,  blends,  and  other 
circumvention  schemes? 

•  How  will  changing  market  conditions  realign  America 's 
sweetener  industry? 

•  Who  will  be  winners  and  losers? 


Make  an  Early  Reservation, 

•  Send  the  card  below  now,  and  receive  a  preregistration  discount. 
Before  June  15:    $375  •  Before  July  8:    $400  •  At  the  door:    $425 

•  Plan  to  bring  your  spouse  at  a  fee  of  only  $  1 00.  Special  activities  are  planned 
to  make  the  visit  to  Washington  especially  memorable. 

•  Call  the  Marriott  Crystal  Gateway  Hotel  in  Arlington  (Crystal  City),  Virginia, 
for  a  room  reservation. 

Rates:    Single.-    $95/night      Double:    $  1 1 5/night 
Telephone:  (703)  920-3230 
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Sponsored  by  the  U.S.  Sweetener  Producers  Group 

P.O.  Box  65303  •  Washington,  D.C.  20035  •  (202)  457-1437 


Planning  is  now  underway  to  make  the  1987  USSPG  Inter- 
national Sweetener  Symposium  the  best  ever.  It  will  bring 
together  the  nation's  leading  experts  in  sweetener  policy  to 
discuss  what  is  happening,  why,  and  the  impact  it  will 
have  on  your  business.  And,  most  importantly,  what  you 
can  do  about  it. 

Highlights  of  this  year's  Symposium  include: 

•  A  look  at  the  future  of  U.S.  sugar  needs. 

•  A  debate  over  the  impact  of  U.S.  sweetener  policy  in 
developing  nations. 

•  The  outlook  for  GATT  negotiations. 

•  Expert  predictions  for  sugar  and  sweetener  consumption 
and  production,  at  home  and  abroad. 

•  The  opportunity  to  discuss  sweetener  policy  with 
decision  makers  from  Congress  and  from  the 
Administration. 

And,  there  will  be  much  more,  including  time  to  relax  and 
get  to  know  others  who  share  an  interest  in  the  sweetener 
business. 


The  1987  International  Sweetener  Symposium  is  sponsored  by  the  U.S.  Sweetener  Producers  Group, 
Post  Office  Box  65303,  Washington,  DC  20035  Telephone,  (202)  457-1437. 

Reply  Card 

Please  register  me  for  the  preregistration  discount: 

1987  International  Sweetener  Symposium  $375,  if  before  June  15 

July  29-31 ,  1987  $400,  if  before  July  8 


NAME: 


REGISTRATION  FEE: 

$425 


AFFILIATION: 


SPOUSE: 
ADDRESS:  $100 

TELEPHONE:  


Please  make  your  own  hotel  reservations 
SPOUSE'S  NAME:  (if attending) by  calling  (703)  920-3230. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


SENATE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS 
AG  TITLE  OF  TRADE  BILL 

The  Senate  Agriculture  Committee 
unanimously  approved  its  portion  of  the 
omnibus  trade  bill  May  14.  Several 
amendments  were  adopted  including 
one  requiring  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  to  conduct  a  study  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  circumvention 
of  sugar  quotas.  The  Secretary  must 
submit  the  report  to  the  Agriculture 
Committee  no  later  than  90  days  after 
the  effective  date  of  that  section  of  the 
trade  bill. 

Other  amendments  adopted  in- 
cluded: (1)  giving  the  President  discre- 
tionary authority  to  invoke  marketing 
loans  for  wheat,  feed  grains  and  soy- 
beans in  the  1990  marketing  year  if 
there  has  not  been  any  progress  toward 
an  international  agricultural  trade 
agreement  cutting  out  export  subsidies 
and  other  similar  practices;  (2)  establish- 
ment of  an  office  for  victims  of  unfair 
trade  practices;  (3)  discretionary 
authority  for  USDA  to  reimburse  com- 
modity groups  for  legal  expenses  in- 
curred fighting  other  countries'  counter- 
vailing duty  suits;  and  (4)  limiting  the 
scope  of  the  export  enhancement 
program. 

The  agriculture  title  will  be  included 
in  the  omnibus  trade  bill  reported  by  the 
Senate  Finance  Committee  on  a  16  to  1 
vote  in  early  May.  Included  in  the 
Finance  Committee  bill  is  the  sugar 
drawback  provision  which  extends  the 
deadline  for  refunding  of  Customs  Du- 
ty Drawback  to  cane  refiners  for  re- 
export of  refined  sugar,  or  exporters  of 
products  containing  sugar.  The  deadline 
for  sugar  imported  after  October  31, 
1977  and  before  April  1,  1985  would  be 
waived  provided  that  the  sugar  is  ex- 
ported before  October  1,  1991.  This 
measure  was  introduced  in  the  Senate 
by  Senator  John  Breaux  (D-La.).  The 
Senate  bill  does  not  contain  the  man- 


datory retaliation  provisions  of  the 
House-passed  Gephardt  amendment, 
but  the  Senate  is  expected  to  consider  a 
similar  amendment.  The  measure  is 
scheduled  to  be  debated  on  the  Senate 
floor  next  month. 

SENATOR  BREAUX  NAMED 
TO  AGRICULTURE  COMMITTEE 

Senator  John  Breaux  (D-La.)  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Senate  Agriculture  Com- 
mittee to  fill  the  Democratic  seat 
formerly  held  by  the  late  Senator  Ed- 
ward Zorinsky  (D-Neb.)  and  will  serve 
on  three  subcommittees  —  Domestic  and 
Foreign  Marketing  and  Product  Promo- 
tion; Agricultural  Credit;  and  Nutrition 
and  Investigations.  In  addition  to 
Senator  Breaux's  appointment,  Senator 
David  Karnes  (R-Neb.),  appointed  by 
Governor  Kay  Orr  to  fill  Zorinsky' s  term 
after  his  death  in  March,  also  was  nam- 
ed to  the  committee.  These  two  appoint- 
ments came  after  Senate  leaders  broke 
a  near  two-month  deadlock  over  what 
the  ratio  of  Democrats  to  Republicans  on 
the  committee  should  be. 

CCC  PROGRAM 
PAYMENTS  SUSPENDED 

The  Commodity  Credit  Corporation 
(CCC)  temporarily  suspended  all  pro- 
gram payments  as  of  May  1  until  Con- 
gress appropriates  additional  funds  to 
continue  its  operations  for  the  rest  of  the 
fiscal  year.  The  House  has  passed  a  FY 
87  supplemental  appropriations 
measure,  including  funds  needed  to 
budget  limits.  Another  attempt  was 
made  on  May  12,  but  it  also  ran  afoul 
of  budget  limits.  Senate  Majority  Leader 
Robert  Byrd  (D-W.Va.)  then  said  he  was 
shelving  the  measure  until  the  White 
House  helps  produce  GOP  votes  to  over- 
come the  budget  obstacles.  At  press 
time,  there  was  no  indication  when  it 
might  be  brought  up  again. 

(Continued  on  page  8) 
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Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop. 


Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable 
protection  from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do  better 
than  SENCOR  herbicide  and 
GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you  control  of 
grass  and  broadleaf  weeds 
before  they  become  a 
problem.  Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of  sugar- 
cane borer,  and  long 
residual  control  even  in 
hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you  ap- 
plication flexibility,  at  a  price 
that  makes  good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg  TMs  of  Bayer  AG,  Leverkusen. 


|ft 


Mobay  Corporation 

Agricultural  Chemicals  Division 
Box  4913,  Kansas  City,  MO  64120 
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FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  3) 

growing.  This  year  with  the  early 
growth  and  the  late  frosts  that  occurred, 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  this  striping  to 
be  seen  in  CP  74-383.  Every  year  we  can 
usually  spot  where  the  fields  of  this 
variety  are  by  this  condition  but  this 
year  it  is  even  easier.  This  condition  is 
NOT  a  new  disease  of  cane,  it  is  NOT 
the  beginning  of  smut  and  is  NOT  a  con- 
dition that  will  damage  the  crop.  It  is 
simply  the  effect  of  temperature  changes 
when  the  leaves  were  in  the  leaf  roll  and 
have  now  unfurled  to  show  themselves. 
The  condition  is  caused  by  a  change  in 
the  cells  of  these  leaves.  The  next  set  of 
leaves  will  usually  be  normal  and 
because  the  striped  leaves  lack 
chlorophyll  they  will  die  off  and  in 
another  month  will  probably  not  even  be 
seen.  Occasionally,  a  plant  will  be  en- 
tirely white  and  these  will  usually  not 
survive  at  all.  This  condition  is  much 
more  rare  but  is  normally  seen  each 
year  by  League  Agronomists  who  spend 
their  summer  walking  through  cane 
fields. 

League  Agronomists  Windell 
Jackson  and  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr., 
both  report  seeing  smut  a  little  earlier 
this  year  than  in  most  years.  This  is  un- 
doubtedly due  to  the  mild  winter  which 
was  experienced  this  year.  Whether  or 
not  smut  will  occur  at  a  higher  rate  this 
year  remains  to  be  seen. 


Tell  Them 
You  Saw  It  In 
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SWEETENER  USERS 

ASSOCIATION  NAMES 

PRESIDENT 

The  Sweetener  Users  Association, 
which  represents  U.S.  sweetener  using 
companies  and  trade  associations 
representing  those  industries,  has  an- 
nounced the  appointment  of  Thomas  A. 
Hammer  as  its  first  full-time  president. 
The  association,  whose  members  use 
over  70  percent  of  all  nutritive 
sweeteners  consumed  in  the  U.S.,  open- 
ed its  Washington  office  on  May  1.  Ham- 
mer is  a  former  deputy  undersecretary 
of  agriculture.  Hammer  said  his 
organization,  which  formerly  operated 
as  the  Sweetener  Users  Group,  will 
"vigorously  address"  federal  legislation 
and  regulations  impacting  users  and 
consumers  of  nutritive  sweeteners. 
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Crop   Budgets 

Short   and  Long  Run  Farm  Plans 

Cash  Flow   Analysis 

Land   Use   Plan 

Control  Management 

Financial   Analysis 

Preparation   of   Crop   and 
Capital  Loan   Applications 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

CONTACT  COMMITTEE  -  BREEDING  PROGRAM 


As  reported  in  the  last  issue  of  the 
Sugar  Bulletin,  the  Contact  Committee 
meeting  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  June 
25,  1987,  at  the  USDA  Ardoyne  Farm 
near  Houma.  Registration  will  begin  at 
8:45  with  the  meeting  beginning 
promptly  at  9:00  a.m.  The  farm  is 
located  on  Terrebonne  19  (Chacahoula 
Road  or  Bull  Run  Road),  the  highway 
that  goes  between  LA  311  and  LA  20. 
The  farm  is  a  couple  of  miles  down  Ter- 
rebonne 19  from  LA  311.  For  those  not 
familiar  with  the  highway  numbers,  LA 
311  is  the  back  highway  between 
Thibodaux  and  Houma  while  LA  20  is 
the  highway  between  Thibodaux  and 
Gibson.  An  interesting  and  informative 
field  tour  is  planned  with  several  topics 
to  be  discussed.  Among  them  will  be  a 
discussion  and  the  official  action  taken 
on  the  new  variety  for  release  to  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry,  CP  79-318. 
Also  included  will  be  discussions  on 
selection  for  borer  resistance,  monitor- 
ing the  depth  of  seed  and  stubble  pieces, 
dextran  and  control  of  Johnson  grass 
and  Itch  grass.  The  Contact  Commit- 
tee meeting  should  end  by  11:30  after 
which  will  follow  an  equipment  display 
by  the  Bayou  Equipment  Group.  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  various  equipment 
companies  will  be  available  for  discus- 
sion. Following  the  equipment  display, 
this  same  group  will  serve  a  lunch,  for 
a  small  fee,  at  the  Sheriffs  Camp  on 
Savanne  Road.  The  Savanne  Road  is 
located  off  LA  311  but  is  a  couple  of 
miles  closer  to  Houma  than  is  Ter- 
rebonne 19.  In  the  event  of  rain,  the  en- 
tire Contact  Committee  meeting  will  be 
held  at  the  Sheriffs  Camp. 

BREEDING  PROGRAM 

In  Louisiana  we  have  one  breeding 
program  to  serve  the  sugar  industry. 
This  program  is  composed  of  both  the 


LSU  and  USDA  breeding  stations  who 
work  cooperatively  along  with  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  to  pro- 
vide the  industry  with  new  varieties. 
This  cooperative  effort  avoids  any 
duplication  and  insures  that  all 
segments  of  the  program  know  what  the 
other  is  doing.  We  have  had  many 
discussions  concerning  the  lack  of  new 
varieties  for  the  past  couple  of  years. 
The  reasons  for  this  gap  in  the  release 
of  canes  can  be  attributed  primarily  to 
smut  disease  which  has  taken  out  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  new  canes  eligi- 
ble for  release  simply  because  they  are 
too  susceptible.  More  resistant  parents 
have  been  moved  into  the  crossing  pro- 
gram and  the  improved  testing  of  these 
new  canes  has  been  incorporated  to  in- 
sure an  adequate  level  of  resistance  in 
the  most  advanced  canes.  On  top  of  the 
smut  problem  lies  the  difficulty  in  find- 
ing canes  that  are  as  good  or  better  than 
the  canes  now  being  grown  in  the  in- 
dustry. It  was  easier  to  find  higher 
yielding  varieties  in  sugar  per  acre 
when  the  standards  were  CP  52-68,  L 
60-25  or  L  62-96.  With  canes  like  CP 
65-357,  CP  70-321  and  CP  74-383  it  has 
been  more  difficult. 

The  three  organizations  involved  in 
the  breeding  efforts  have  made  serious 
attempts  to  improve  the  program.  Much 
has  been  done  in  the  way  of  utilizing 
better  parents,  computerization  of  cross- 
ing and  selection  records  and  improving 
selection  techniques.  Efforts  have  also 
been  underway  to  increase  the  number 
of  seedlings  going  to  the  field.  The  seed- 
lings are  the  first  plants  put  to  the  field 
in  the  breeding  program.  Each  seedling 
is  different  from  the  next  and  has  the 
potential  to  be  a  different  variety.  The 
size  of  this  initial  population  of  seedlings 
is  important  since  there  must  be  enough 

(Continued  on  page  5) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


SENATE  APPROVES 

SUPPLEMENTAL 

APPROPRIATIONS  BILL 

The  Senate  finally  passed  its  version 
of  a  supplemental  appropriations  bill  on 
June  3.  As  reported  in  the  last  issue  of 
THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN,  the  Com- 
modity Credit  Corporation  (CCC)  had 
temporarily  suspended  all  program 
payments  as  of  May  1  until  Congress  ap- 
propriated additional  funds  to  continue 
its  operations  for  the  rest  of  the  fiscal 
year.  The  House  passed  its  supplemen- 
tal appropriation  in  late  April,  but  the 
bill  moved  much  slower  in  the  Senate. 
A  joint  Senate-House  conference  com- 
mittee must  now  meet  to  work  out  dif- 
ferences in  the  two  versions,  and  the 
conference  report  must  ultimately  be 
signed  into  law  by  the  President.  At 
press  time,  no  date  had  been  set  for  the 
conference  committee  to  meet. 

USDA  reports  that  while  they  can't 
issue  checks,  they  have  enough  money 
on  hand  to  keep  ASCS  offices  open  un- 
til the  end  of  July  or  a  bit  longer  due  to 
some  reserves  and  an  expected  $1  billion 
in  loan  repayments. 


USDA  OFFICIAL  RESIGNS 

Daniel  Amstutz,  Undersecretary  of 
Agriculture  for  International  Affairs 
and  Commodity  Programs  announced 
his  resignation  effective  August  1. 
Amstutz  joined  USDA  in  May  1983  and 
has  been  a  major  participant  in  the 
development  of  the  Reagan  Administra- 
tion's farm  programs  and  agricultural 
export  policy.  He  oversees  domestic  farm 
support  programs  and  was  a  principal 
negotiator  with  Congress  in  working  out 
details  of  the  1985  Farm  Bill.  He  has 
been  a  vocal  critic  of  the  domestic  sugar 


program.  Amstutz  gave  no  reason  for  his 
decision  to  resign  nor  mentioned  future 
plans.  A  successor  has  not  been  named 
yet. 

1987  INTERNATIONAL 
SWEETENER  SYMPOSIUM 

If  you  haven't  registered  for  the 
third  annual  International  Sweetener 
Symposium,  now  is  the  time  to  do  so. 
The  symposium  will  be  held  July  29-31, 
1987  at  the  Marriott  Crystal  Gateway 
Hotel  outside  Washington,  DC,  in  Arl- 
ington, Virginia.  It  will  bring  together 
the  nation's  leading  experts  in 
sweetener  policy  to  discuss  what  is  hap- 
pening, why,  the  impact  it  will  have  on 
your  business  and  what  you  can  do 
about  it.  The  symposium  is  sponsored  by 
the  U.S.  Sweetener  Producers  Group 
(USSPG)  of  which  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  is  a  member.  For  further 
information,  contact  the  League  office  in 
New  Orleans. 

SWEETENER  USERS 
ASSOCIATION 

As  previously  reported,  the 
Sweetener  Users  Association  (formerly 
known  as  the  Sugar  Users  Group) 
opened  an  office  in  Washington  and 
began  operations  on  May  1.  The  Associa- 
tion is  made  up  of  11  industrial  users  of 
sweeteners,  as  well  as  6  national  trade 
associations,  including  the  Coca  Cola 
Co.,  General  Foods,  Hershey  Foods, 
Keebler  Co.,  Kellogg  Co.,  Kraft,  M  & 
M/Mars,  Nabisco,  Nestle,  PepsiCo, 
Tastykake,  American  Bakers  Assn., 
Chocolate  Manufacturers  Assn.,  Ice 
Cream  Manufacturers,  and  the  National 
Soft  Drink  Association. 

In  a  statement  the  president  of  the 
(Continued  on  page  10) 
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canes  at  this  stage  to  overcome  all  of  the 
problems  cited  above  and  still  have  good 
canes  remaining  to  meet  the  breeding 
objectives.  Over  the  past  four  years,  at 
both  breeding  stations,  there  has  been 
an  average  of  182,000  seedlings  planted 
to  the  fields  while  in  the  previous  four 
years  there  were  150,000  seedlings 
planted  to  the  field.  This  21%  increase 
shows  the  efforts  that  have  been  made 
to  get  around  the  problem.  Additional 
increases  are  now  planned.  These  larger 
seedling  populations  require  more 
money.  One  project  approved  from  the 
new  special  research  fund  was  for  an  in- 
crease of  the  number  of  seedlings  in  the 
USDA  program  by  20%.  This  increased 
number  of  seedlings  and  the  im- 
provements that  have  been  made  in  the 
selection  program  will  hopefully  get  us 
the  better  varieties  that  we  need  in  the 
industry. 

Since  there  are  still  a  number  of 
diseases  that  do  not  occur  in  Louisiana, 
those  scientists  involved  in  the  program 
attempt  to  stay  on  top  of  these  diseases 
so  that  should  they  get  to  Louisiana  we 
will  not  be  badly  set  back.  Diseases  like 
Fiji  disease  and  two  recently  reported 
diseases  of  cane,  poor  root  syndrome  and 
Ramu  Stunt  can  cause  severe  damage. 
It  is  important  that  our  breeders  and 
pathologists  are  aware  of  these  to  pro- 
tect our  industry. 
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A  NEW  SWEETENER  FROM  A.  E.  STALEY  MFG.  CO. 

By  Wayne  S.  Martin 

(This  paper  was  presented  at  the  International  Sweetener  Colloquium,  Palm  Springs, 
CA,  February,  1987.  It  is  reprinted  here  as  a  service  to  our  readers.) 


Good  morning.  Thank  you  for  this 
opportunity  to  speak  on  the  subject  of 
Sweeteners  of  the  Future.  I  would  like 
to  discuss  CHOICES  with  you.  We  all 
make  choices  every  day,  some  are  tough, 
some  are  easy.  Some  choices  are  made 
routinely  as  a  matter  of  habit,  some  re- 
quire careful  consideration  and 
deliberation. 

Making  correct  choices  is  important, 
but  we  must  first  learn  what  options  are 
available.  Today,  I  want  to  make  you 
aware  of  a  SWEET  CHOICE,  which  you 
may  not  have  considered,  yet  one  which 
may  be  applicable  and  beneficial  to  your 
business. 

The  choice  I  am  referring  to  is  made 
possible  by  the  Staley  Company's 
development  of  CRYSTAR  Crystalline 
Fructose  —  The  New  Specialty 
Sweetener. 

For  those  of  you  who  may  not  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  Staley  Company,  let 
me  give  you  a  little  background  about: 

I.  Who  We  Are 

II.  How  we  got  into  the  Crystal- 
line Fructose  Business  —  Then, 
I  would  like  to  discuss: 

III.  The  Functional  Advantages  of 
CRYSTAR  crystalline  fructose 

IV.  The  Potential  Applications  of 
CRYSTAR 

V.  The  status  of  our  production 
facilities  —  and  finally  close  by 
discussing: 

VI.  Product  availability  and  pric- 
ing. 

I.    WHO  WE  ARE 

The  Staley  Company  is  a  wholly- 
owned  subsidiary  of  Staley  Continental, 
a  holding  company  which  was  formed 
over  two  years  ago  when  Staley  pur- 


chased CFS  Continental,  the  country's 
second  largest  food  distributing 
company. 

Staley  is  a  well  established,  major 
corn  wet  milling  company  with  basic 
strengths  in  manufacturing  sweeteners, 
starches,  corn  oils,  specialty  chemicals 
and  fuel  alcohol. 

One  of  the  hallmarks  of  Staley  Com- 
pany over  the  years  has  been  its  strong 
committment  to  basic  research  not  only 
developing  new  sweeteners  and 
starches,  but  also  maximizing  the  effi- 
ciency and  productivity  of  our  manufac- 
turing operations. 

With  this  commitment  to  basic 
research,  a  greater  commitment  than 
anyone  else  in  the  industry,  Staley  can 
point  to  many  sweetener  developments. 
A  specific  example  is  the  technology  in 
producing  high  fructose  corn  syrups,  and 
especially  the  development  of  55  HFCS 
known  as  the  Bottler's  Choice. 

Our  investment  in  technology  has 
historically  put  us  on  the  leading  edge 
of  product  development,  and  also  given 
us  valid  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  quali- 
ty of  our  products,  quality  again  which 
was  developed  through  research  efforts 
and  fine  tuning  our  manufacturing 
processes. 

As  an  outgrowth  of  the  technology 
which  we  have  developed  over  the  years 
in  sweeteners,  especially  with  high  fruc- 
tose corn  syrup,  we  have  developed  a 
process  to  more  economically  produce  a 
high  purity  fructose,  we  call  CRYSTAR 
crystalline  fructose.  The  development  of 
this  product  will  provide  the  food  and 
beverage  processors  yet  another  of  what 
seems  to  be  an  ever-growing  menu  of 
sweeteners. 

(Continued  on  page  7) 
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II.  WHY  CRYSTALLINE  FRUCTOSE 

We  believe  that  CRYSTAR  may  pro- 
vide you  with  another  SWEET  CHOICE 
you've  been  looking  for.  We  further 
believe  that  CRYSTAR  will  present  a 
new  opportunity  and  we  think  we  have 
some  valid  reasons  for  our  belief,  but 
first  let  me  tell  you  a  little  bit  about  the 
work  that  went  into  developing 
CRYSTAR  and  some  of  the  reasons  for 
its  development. 

Several  times  during  the  course  of 
developing  and  marketing  high  fructose 
corn  syrup  for  the  bottling  industry,  we 
were  asked  to  develop  a  dry  high  fruc- 
tose corn  syrup  to  serve  some  special 
needs  for  both  the  beverage  and  food  in- 
dustries. There  was  interest  in  pro- 
viding the  functionality  of  a  corn 
sweetener  to  food  processors  requiring 
a  dry  sweetener. 

To  meet  these  requested  needs,  we 
investigated  several  different  ap- 
proaches. Initially  our  research  centered 
on  a  dry  high  fructose  corn  syrup.  This 
approach  was  carefully  evaluated  but 
was  finally  considered  as  unworkable  in 
terms  of  processing,  handling  and 
stability  in  processed  food  systems. 

In  due  course,  we  settled  on  the  pur- 
suit of  a  process  to  crystallize  fructose 
directly  from  a  liquid  substrate,  much 
as  we  had  done  with  crystalline  dextrose 
in  the  mid  1960's.  After  investing  many 
research  man-years  and  dollars,  we  have 
succeeded  in  perfecting  the  process 
which  more  economically  produces 
CRYSTAR. 

Why  develop  a  crystalline  product? 
Purity,  functionality  and  stability  are 
the  main  reasons.  CRYSTAR  will  have 
a  purity  of  99.5%  fructose,  making  it 
almost  "chemically  pure"  by  definition. 
The  higher  fructose  purity  contributes 
to  increased  sweetness  and  the  high 
degree  of  crystallinity  provides  more 
product  stability. 


The  purity  of  CRYSTAR  at  99.5% 
fructose  means  it  can  be  labeled  as 
"fructose"  in  contrast  to  "dried  high 
fructose  corn  syrup".  In  fact,  the  purity 
and  crystallinity  of  CRYSTAR  have  ma- 
jor meaning  to  its  functionality  and  the 
synergism  which  it  generates  in  various 
food  systems. 

Please  do  not  panic,  I  am  not  able  to 
get  involved  in  a  detailed  technical 
discussion  about  the  fine  points  of 
CRYSTAR  functionality.  That  is  best 
left  for  another  time,  perhaps  when  a 
Staley  salesperson  calls  to  see  if  you  will 
make  the  SWEET  CHOICE  for 
CRYSTAR. 

III.  FUNCTIONAL 
CHARACTERISTICS 

I  will  touch  on  some  of  the  major 
functional  characteristics  and  properties 
of  CRYSTAR,  because  they  do  have  a 
bearing  on  the  product's  value. 

CRYSTAR,  as  pure  crystalline  fruc- 
tose, is  first  and  foremost,  a  sweetener. 
It's  essentially  the  same  fructose  that  oc- 
curs naturally  in  many  fruits  and 
vegetables,  in  products  such  as  honey 
and  inverted  sugar  syrups.  As  a 
technical  point,  it  has  occasionally  been 
touted  as  having  a  sweetness  value  of 
180  compared  to  sugar  or  sucrose  at  100. 
This  relative  sweetness  of  180  is  true 
but  only  for  fructose  in  its  dry 
crystalline  form.  As  soon  as  it  is  put  in- 
to solution  or  dissolved,  this  relative 
sweetness  factor  is  reduced  to  approx- 
imately 117,  which  still  makes  it 
sweeter  than  sucrose  at  the  same  con- 
centration. Used  alone  crystalline  fruc- 
tose is  17%  sweeter  than  sugar. 

Used  in  conjunction  with  sugar  the 
relative  sweetness  of  the  fructose  sugar 
blend  is  greater  than  117.  In  this  graph, 
the  verticle  axis  reflects  Relative 
Sweetness  and  the  horizontal  axis  shows 
(Continued  on  page  8) 
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the  %  weight  of  fructose  in  the  blend. 
Here  we  can  see  the  relative  sweetness 
of  various  percentages  of  a  fructose 
sucrose  blend.  The  yellow  line  on  the 
right  shows  the  relative  sweetness  of  a 
100%  fructose  solution  is  117.  On  the 
left  the  yellow  line  shows  a  100%  sugar 
solution  has  a  relative  sweetness  of  100. 

As  you  can  see,  the  50/50  fructose 
sugar  blend  has  a  greater  relative 
sweetness  with  a  value  of  128  (top  - 
yellow  line),  making  it  sweeter  than 
sugar  or  fructose  alone.  This  synergy, 
which  again  is  based  in  part  on  the  puri- 
ty of  CRYSTAR,  will  give  the  food  pro- 
cessor an  opportunity  to  use  a  more 
economical  blend  at  the  same  time 
reducing  the  caloric  value  of  his  product. 
Calories  are  reduced  because  less  total 
sweetener  is  required  for  the  same  level 
of  sweetness.  The  product  flavor  will 
also  be  enhanced. 

CRYSTAR  exhibits  another  very  in- 
teresting property  in  terms  of  its 
synergism,  which  we  refer  to  as  starch 
synergy.  This  is  an  interaction  of  fruc- 
tose with  starch  to  produce  stronger  gels 
and/or  solutions  with  higher  overall 
viscosities.  This  graph  demonstrates  my 
point  on  gel  strength.  On  the  vertical 
axis  we  measure  viscosity  and  the 
horizontal  axis  reflects  time  in  minutes. 
We  looked  at  a  pudding  system  with 
three  sweetener  systems  —  100%  sugar 
(the  red  line),  100%  fructose  (the  blue 
line),  and  a  50/50  fructose  sugar  blend 
(the  green  line).  We  then  measured  the 
viscosity  of  the  pudding  over  a  one-hour 
period.  As  you  can  see  the  fructose  pud- 
ding had  an  overall  stronger  gel  after 
one  hour  compared  to  sucrose.  This  is 
almost  a  30%  increase  in  viscosity. 
Another  point  of  interest  here  is  the 
time  it  takes  for  viscosity  to  develop. 
The  fructose  pudding  developed  viscosi- 
ty much  faster,  and  within  20  minutes 
reached  a  viscosity  it  took  one  hour  for 


the  sugar  sweetened  pudding  to  reach. 
Viscosity  developed  and  faster  set  times 
will  be  beneficial  to  processors  of  dessert 
mixes  providing  product  and  process 
advantages. 

I  have  briefly  mentioned  the  proper- 
ties of  sweetness,  sweetness  synergy,  gel 
synergy,  and  flavor  enhancement,  but 
have  not  touched  on  the  properties  of 
humectancy  and  water  activity.  Humec- 
tancy,  or  the  ability  to  hold  water, 
means  that  products  made  with  fructose 
will  not  dry  out  prematurely,  they  stay 
softer  or  fresher  longer.  Humectancy 
helps  prolong  the  shelf  life  of  many 
baked  goods  like  cookies,  brownies, 
cakes,  and  breads.  The  humectant  pro- 
perties of  CRYSTAR  are  much  greater 
compared  to  those  of  other  nutritive 
sweeteners.  The  fact  that  crystalline 
fructose  is  a  strong  humectant  in 
layman's  terms  translates  to  some  real 
advantages  of  better  eating  properties, 
prolonged  shelf  life  and  improved 
microbial  stability  in  many  cases 
without  the  use  of  preservatives. 

IV.  CRYSTAR  APPLICATIONS 

This  is  about  as  far  as  I  go  when  it 
comes  to  discussing  the  technical  side  of 
CRYSTAR,  but  I  would  like  to  show  you 
where  we  think  these  particular  product 
properties  can  be  used  to  their  best 
advantage. 

Powdered  beverage  mixes  are  an 
ideal  application  for  CRYSTAR.  In  a 
typical  still  beverage  system  like  this 
strawberry  orange  drink,  CRYSTAR  is 
used  for  its  flavor  enhancement,  ingre- 
dient sparing  properties  to  use  less 
flavor  and  acid,  calorie  reduction  due  to 
increased  sweetness,  econommic  advan- 
tages depending  on  percent  fructose 
used  and  possibly  advantages  in 
labeling. 

Incidentally,  I  hope  that  all  of  you 

(Continued  on  page  9) 
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have  had  a  chance  to  try  the  sample  of 
the  CRYSTAR  sweetened  strawberry- 
orange  drink  which  should  have  been 
placed  in  your  rooms.  And  if  for  some 
reason  you  didn't  receive  a  small  pitcher 
with  a  package  of  this  drink  mix,  please 
let  me  know. 

What  has  happened  to  the  breakfast 
cereal  market  over  the  last  several 
years?  Have  you  noticed  the  names  of 
many  sugar  coated  cereals  that  used  to 
have  sugar  in  the  title  have  been 
changed?  The  reason  is  a  "perception" 
on  the  part  of  many  consumers  that  less 
sugar  should  be  consumed.  As  we  know 
the  consumer  may  want  less  sweetener 
but  not  less  sweetness.  In  cereal 
coatings  we  offer  the  opportunity  to  cut 
back  on  the  total  sweetener  used  and 
still  provide  the  sweetness  of  a  nutritive 
sweetener  system.  With  increased 
sweetness  you  can  use  less  without 
sacrificing  sweetness,  reduce  calories, 
increase  flavors  and  achieve  a  possible 
labeling  advantage. 

Earlier  I  mentioned  the  water  activi- 
ty of  fructose.  The  lower  water  activity 
of  fructose  infused  fruit  helps  reduce  the 
transfer  of  moisture  from  a  fruit  piece 
to  a  cereal  piece,  thereby  keeping  the 
cereal  piece  crisp  and  the  fruit  piece  soft. 

In  many  dry  mix  dessert  products 
such  as  puddings  and  geletins, 
CRYSTAR  is  used  to  provide  a  more  pro- 
nounced flavor  system,  a  cleaner 
mouthfeel,  reduction  in  calories,  and  ad- 
vantages in  set-up  time  based  on  the 
fructose-starch  interaction. 

Normally  there  is  a  perception  that 
fructose  cannot  work  in  baked  goods 
because  of  the  browning  reaction 
associated  with  its  being  a  reducing 
sugar.  For  many  systems,  at  full  replace- 
ment of  sugar,  this  is  true.  However, 
fructose  offers  many  different  functional 
properties  not  available  with  other 
nutritive  sweeteners.  In  baked  goods, 


such  as  cakes,  a  small  percentage  of 
fructose  may  enhance  the  flavor  of  your 
product,  provide  more  color,  and  due  to 
the  humectant  property  of  fructose,  ex- 
tend the  product's  shelf  life. 

In  brownies  and  soft  cookie  dry 
mixes  for  conventional  or  microwave 
baking,  crystalline  fructose,  because  of 
its  humectant  properties,  provides  for  a 
soft  and  chewy  texture,  increases  shelf 
life,  flavor  enhancement,  and  improves 
microbial  stability,  again  due  to  lower 
water  activity. 

How  many  health  conscious  in- 
dividuals are  in  the  audience?  When 
dieting  or  watching  our  weight  where  is 
the  first  place  we  cut  back  —  snack 
foods,  the  snacks  many  of  us  like  to  con- 
sume but  resist  because  of  the  calories 
in  many  candy  and  confectionary  pro- 
ducts? We  are  not  sure  yet,  but  we  feel 
there  is  a  place  for  crystalline  fructose 
in  this  market  for  contributing  to  a 
reduction  in  calories  in  many  snack  food 
items  and  still  providing  the  sweetness 
we  desire  in  a  snack  like  candy.  We  con- 
tinue to  investigate  the  ways  increased 
sweetness,  sweetness  synergy,  flavor 
enhancement  and  gelling  properties  can 
be  used  in  such  products  as  granola  bars 
for  a  soft  and  chewy  texture,  candy 
centers,  and  molded  gelatin  products 
like  gummie  bears.  In  many  confections, 
products  made  with  starch,  using  fruc- 
tose may  provide  process  advantages 
through  faster  set  times  and  shorter 
demold  periods. 

V.  PRODUCTION  STATUS 

When  does  all  of  this  come  to  pass? 
We  are  presently  engaged  in  finishing 
modifications  and  new  construction  to 
our  existing  sweetener  operation  at 
Lafayette,  Indiana,  and  according  to  our 
latest  engineering  reports,  everything  is 
on  schedule  and  we  anticipate  a  timely 
start-up  on  June  1st. 

(Continued  on  page  10) 
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In  addition  to  the  new  Lafayette 
plant,  we  recently  leased  the  Finnsugar 
crystalline  fructose  plant  in  Thomson, 
IL.  The  lease  of  this  facility  makes  pro- 
duct available  today  for  commercial  use 
and  test  programs,  and  it  assures  users 
of  two  reliable  sources  of  supply.  With 
the  completion  of  the  Lafayette  facility, 
Staley  will  have  more  than  100  MM  lbs. 
of  production  capacity  for  crystalline 
fructose. 


VI.  AVAILABILITY  &  PRICING 

Today  we  are  selling  the  Finnsugar 
product  known  as  Fructofin  C  primari- 
ly to  customers  in  the  health  food  in- 
dustry at  current  price  levels  ranging 
from  70  cents  to  $1.00  per  pound,  depen- 
ding on  the  quantity  and  quality  of  pro- 
duct ordered. 

Once  our  inventory  of  this  Finn- 
sugar  product  is  depleted  it  is  our  goal 
to  provide  the  same  large  granulation, 
USP  grade  crystalline  fructose  in  25  kilo 
bags  at  prices  ranging  from  60  -  80  cents 
per  pound  F.O.B.  our  plants. 

When  the  Lafayette  facility  is  opera- 
tional we  will  offer  food  grade 
crystalline  fructose  for  sale  in  50  and 


100  lb.  bags  and  in  bulk  containers  for 
35-40  cents  per  pound  F.O.B.  our  plant. 
While  this  price  range  is  above  that  of 
sugar,  I  believe  the  functional  advan- 
tages which  I  have  briefly  touched  on  to- 
day will  cause  you  to  make  CRYSTAR 
crystalline  fructose  your  sweetener  of 
choice  in  many  food  applications. 

We  look  forward  to  meeting  with 
you  to  discuss  the  advantages  of 
CRYSTAR  and  the  beneficial  applica- 
tions for  your  products.  There  really  is 
a  great  deal  more  which  can  and  pro- 
bably should  be  said  about  the  technical 
advantages  of  CRYSTAR.  It  is  an  ex- 
cellent new  product  with  strong  func- 
tional properties  that  may  in  the  final 
analysis  mean  as  much  to  its  success  as 
its  increased  sweetness. 

As  I  said  earlier,  there  are  some 
choices  which  are  easy  to  make.  And  you 
certainly  made  your  choice  to  be  here  in 
Palm  Springs.  I  thank  you  for  this  op- 
portunity to  discuss  with  you  this  New 
Specialty  Sweetener  -  CRYSTAR 
Crystalline  Fructose.  I  hope  you  will 
recognize  the  functional  advantages  and 
potential  uses  of  CRYSTAR  crystalline 
fructose  and  will  include  it  in  your 
choice  of  nutritive  sweeteners. 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  4) 


organization  said  the  group  will:  "(1) 
work  with  the  Administration  to  sup- 
port its  efforts  to  change  the  ' 'no-cost" 
sugar  program;  (2)  work  with  members 
of  the  House  and  Senate  who  believe 
new  sugar  legislation  is  necessary  in 
order  to  address  the  adverse  effects  of 
the  current  program  on  consumers,  in 


dustrial  users  and  exporters;  (3)  work 
with  the  sugar-exporting  nations  that 
have  been  severely  hurt  by  the  reduc- 
tions in  the  U.S.  import  quotas;  and,  (4) 
work  at  the  grassroots  level  to  educate 
the  general  public  about  the  serious  pro- 
blems that  have  been  created  by  the 
restrictive  sugar  program." 
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The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Cookbook 

FromThe  Sugar  (*Bou?l 


A  must  for  collectors 

The  perfect  gift  for  a  friend  — 

Order  today  to  assure  your 

First  edition  copy! 


FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL  recipes  were  submitted  by 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.  Each  recipe  uses  sugar  —  the  natural  sweetener 
containing  only  16  calories  per  teaspoon. 


A  Collection  of  Cajun  Recipes  From  Louisiana 
Sugar  Families  and  Their  Friends 


A  Complete  Cookbook  with  500  Recipes  Ranging 
From  Appetizers  to  Desserts 

Full  Color  Spiral-Bound  Cover:  Cross  Indexed  For 
Easy  Reference 

Proceeds  Benefit  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Research 

Custom  Packed  in 
Cartons  of  12  or  24 


Mail  checks  to:    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 

416  Whitney  Building 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 


Please  send  me 


copies  at  $12.50  per  book  plus  $1.95  per  book  postage  and 


handling,  for  a  total  of  $14.45. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to:    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 


Name 


Address 
City 


State. 


.Zip. 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  book  will  be  used  to  further  research  in  the  areas  of  sugar  cane  production  and  processing. 
JUNE  1,  1987  11 


Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 


THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  LA  70181 


CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 


COMMERCIAL  BANK  &  TRUST  COMPANY 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  LA  70538 


DEEP  SOUTH  CO-OP.  ASSN.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  1066  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 


F.  C.  SCHAFFER  &  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

1020  Florida  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

FREEPORT  SULPHUR  COMPANY 
P.O.  Box  61520  New  Orleans,  LA  70161 


Manard  Molasses  Division 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

700  Whitney  Building 

New  Orleans,  LA  70130 


NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

FARM  CREDIT 
BANK  OF  JACKSON 

P.O.  Box  16099 
Jackson,  MS  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

Route  7,Box  49-F 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Pelican  State  Lime  Division 

RADCLIFF  MATERIALS,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1637  Morgan  City,  LA  70380 

SELF  INSURANCE,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1149 

New  Iberia,  LA  70561-1149 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

FIRST  SOUTH  PRODUCTION 
CREDIT  ASSOCIATION 

P.O.  Box  15427 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70895 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

THOMPSON  MACHINERY  CO.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 
228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Di\  Charley  Richard 

AMERICAN  SOCIETY  OF  SUGAR  CANE  TECHNOLOGISTS 
RAIN  AND  MORE  RAIN 


On  June  18  and  19, 1987,  the  Seven- 
teenth Annual  Joint  Meeting  of  the 
American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 
Technologists  was  held  in  Fort  Walton, 
Florida.  Among  the  Louisiana  Division 
officers  for  the  1986-87  year  is  the 
League's  Senior  Agronomist,  Windell 
Jackson.  Windell  serves  as  agricultural 
section  chairman  along  with  Jackie 
Theriot  as  manufacturing  section  chair- 
man. Other  officers  include  Harold 
Birkett  as  President,  Roland  Talbot  as 
First  Vice-President,  Chip  Savoie  as  Se- 
cond Vice-President  and  Dr.  Ben  Legen- 
dre  as  Chairman  at  Large.  The  Im- 
mediate Past-President  is  Dr.  Daniel 
Viator  and  Secretary -Treasurer  is  Dr.  L. 
L.  McCormick. 

The  meeting  consisted  of  36  papers 
on  both  agricultural  and  manufacturing 
topics  of  interest  to  domestic  sugar  in- 
dustry scientists,  growers  and  pro- 
cessors. In  addition,  the  business 
meeting  had  welcoming  addresses  by 
both  the  host  president,  Harold  Birkett 
and  the  Florida  Division  President,  J.W. 
Beardsley.  Mr.  A.  J.  Vlitos,  Director 
General  and  Secretary  of  the  World 
Sugar  Research  Organization  delivered 
the  guest  presentation  on  the  future  of 
sugar  production  on  an  international 
level. 


RAINY  WEATHER  CONTINUES 

The  rainy  weather  which  has 
plagued  the  industry  for  the  last  month 
has  continued  and  we  now  have  re- 
corded the  wettest  June  ever  in  South 
Louisiana.  The  USDA  Station  in  Houma 
reports  that  through  June  21  there  has 
been  10.35  inches  of  rainfall  falling  on 
16  days.  This  compares  to  the  long  term 


average  of  6.07  inches  falling  on  10 
days.  This  long  term  average  is  from 
1893  to  present.  For  the  total  of  1987  to 
date  the  USDA  Station  has  received 
14.42  inches  of  rain  more  than  the  long 
term  average  on  16  days  more  than  nor- 
mal. It  is  obvious  not  only  from  the 
records  but  also  from  looking  at  the 
fields  what  the  weather  is  doing  to  the 
crop.  Many  fields  have  now  been  over- 
taken by  grass,  many  have  been  poorly 
cultivated,  and  there  still  is  some 
acreage  that  has  not  been  fertilized. 

Those  growers  with  acreage  that 
still  requires  fertilization  are  looking  at 
some  form  of  aerial  application.  Some 
are  looking  at  a  liquid  solution  while 
others  are  looking  at  ammonium 
nitrate.  All  are  worried  about  leaf  burns 
that  may  occur  to  the  cane  plants.  The 
most  recent  observations  on  aerial  ap- 
plication were  in  1979  when  over  300 
pounds  of  N  (nearly  1000  lbs  material) 
per  acre  were  applied  to  experimental 
plots  of  close  row  planted  cane.  Minimal 
leaf  burn  was  evidenced  that  year  and 
any  injury  was  quickly  hidden  by  the 
growth  that  followed.  Earlier  observa- 
tions by  others  indicate  similar  ex- 
periences. Each  year  is  different  but  we 
would  hope  that  these  fertilizer 
materials  should  be  able  to  be  applied 
without  serious  injury  resulting. 

Another  serious  problem  is  the  fact 
that  not  much  of  the  crop  has  received 
an  adequate  layby  cultivation.  As  a 
result,  not  much  dirt  is  surrounding  the 
base  of  the  stools.  This  could  present 
some  problem  with  lodging  this  harvest 
season.  Also  middles  having  not  been 
well  worked  and  may  be  less  compacted 
then  they  should  be  to  support 
(Continued  on  page  19) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


CCC  PAYMENTS 
STILL  SUSPENDED 

Although  the  Senate  passed  its  version 
of  a  supplemental  appropriations  bill  on 
June  3,  at  press  time  a  joint  Senate-House 
conference  committee  has  not  yet  been 
able  to  reconcile  the  differences  in  the  two 
versions.  Both  bills  contain  funds  needed 
by  the  Commodity  Corporation  to  continue 
its  operations  for  the  rest  of  the  fiscal  year. 
CCC  payments  have  been  temporarily  sus- 
pended since  May  1  pending  additional 
funding  from  Congress.  Following  ap- 
proval of  a  conference  report  by  the  House 
and  Senate,  it  must  be  signed  into  law  by 
the  President. 

TRADE  BILL 

It  has  been  reported  that  the 
Chairmen  of  the  nine  Senate  committees 
responsible  for  putting  together  the  om- 
nibus trade  bill  have  met  with  Senate  Ma- 
jority Leader  Robert  Byrd  (D-W.Va.)  to 
discuss  timetable  for  bringing  it  to  the 
floor.  There  have  been  reports  that  it 
might  be  considered  following  disposition 
of  a  measure  to  further  limit  amount  of 
campaign  contributions  candidates  can 
receive  from  political  action  committees 
which  is  currently  being  filibustered. 

The  Administration  has  stated  its 
serious  objection  to  certain  provisions  in 
the  Senate  trade  package,  and  U.S.  Trade 
Representative  Clayton  Yeutter  said  on 
June  11  that  there  is  less  than  a  50-50 
chance  that  Congress  will  draft  a  trade  bill 
acceptable  to  President  Reagan.  In  a 
speech  to  a  U.S.  Chamber  of  Commerce  In- 
ternational Furum,  he  listed  seven  major 
administration  objectives  to  the  bill,  and 
said,  "We  are  not  going  to  emerge  with  a 
protectionist  bill.  If  we  do,  the  president 
will  veto  it."  Democratic  leaders  in  the 
Senate  said  they  will  not  allow  a  trade  bill 
to  be  weakened  to  avoid  a  veto.  The  Ad- 
ministration is  opposed  to  the  Sugar 
drawback  provision  included  in  the  trade 
bill;  however,  it  was  not  one  of  the  seven 


objections  expressed  by  Mr.  Yeutter  in  his 
speech  to  the  Chamber. 

RSI  APPLIES  TO  PURCHASE 
GODCHAUX'S  EQUIPMENT 

According  to  the  June  12  issue  of 
DYERGRAM,  Refined  Sugars,  Inc.  (RSI) 
has  applied  to  the  U.S.  Bankruptcy  Court 
in  Dallas,  Texas  to  purchase  certain  equip- 
ment and  related  assets  of  Godchaux- 
Henderson  Sugar  Company,  Inc.  at 
Reserve,  Louisiana  for  $3.5  million.  RSI 
asserts  the  right  to  transfer  certain  assets 
to  a  related  entity  and  other  assets  to  an 
unrelated  entity.  Any  written  objections 
to  the  application  had  to  be  filed  no  later 
than  5  business  days  prior  to  the  Dallas 
hearings  which  was  scheduled  for  June  25. 

WORLD  SUGAR  OUTLOOK 

USDA  released  its  1987/88  Sugar  Pro- 
duction Outlook  in  May  forecasting  world 
sugar  production  at  a  record  102.4  million 
tons  (raw  value)  for  1987/88,  1  percent 
above  1986/86,  and  three  percent  more 
than  1985/86.  World  production  of  sugar 
from  cane  is  forecast  at  65.4  million  tons, 
up  3  percent;  sugar  from  beets  is  forecast 
at  36.9  million  tons,  a  decrease  of  3  per- 
cent from  last  year.  Production  is  forecast 
to  decline  7  percent  in  1987/88  in  the  Euro- 
pean Community  and  2  percent  in  the 
Soviet  Union.  It  is  forecast  to  increase  5 
percent  in  Brazil  and  to  increase  in  all  six 
of  the  largest  producing  countries  in  Asia. 

1987  INTERNATIONAL 
SWEETENER  SYMPOSIUM 

If  you  haven't  registered  for  the  third 
annual  International  Sweetener  Sym- 
posium, you  need  to  do  so  now.  The  sym- 
posium will  be  held  July  29-31, 1987  at  the 
Marriott  Crystal  Gateway  Hotel  outside 
Washington,  DC,  in  Arlington,  Virginia. 
The  symposium  is  sponsored  by  the  U.S. 
Sweetener  Producers  Group  (USSPG)  of 
which  the  League  is  a  member.  For  fur- 
ther information,  contact  the  League 
office. 
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Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop. 


Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable 
protection  from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do  better 
than  SENCOR  herbicide  and 
GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you  control  of 
grass  and  broadleaf  weeds 
before  they  become  a 
problem.  Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of  sugar- 
cane borer,  and  long 
residual  control  even  in 
hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you  ap- 
plication flexibility,  at  a  price 
that  makes  good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg  TMs  of  the  Parent  Company 

of  Farbenfabriken  Bayer  GmbH  Leverkusen 


Ijjfe 


Mobay  Chemical  Corporation 

Agricultural  Chemicals  Division 
Box  4913,  Kansas  City,  MO  64120 
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American  Society  Of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists 

17th  Annual  Meeting  —  Fort  Walton  Beach,  Florida 

June  17  -  19,  1987 

President's  Message:  Louisiana  Division 
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The  1986  crop  in  Louisiana  was  a 
better  crop  than  in  the  previous  several 
years.  There  was  9.5  per  cent  more 
acreage  than  in  1985,  and  this  was  the 
largest  crop  since  1978. 

The  outlook  for  the  1987  Louisiana 
crop  is  good.  The  mild  (although  rainy) 
winter  did  not  affect  the  crop,  and  the 
cane  population  is  good.  In  April,  both 
record  low  and  high  temperatures  were 
recorded.  The  effect  of  the  weather  on 
the  crop  has  not  been  fully  determined, 
but  we  are  expecting  a  good  crop. 

The  Administration  has  proposed 
lowering  the  loan  level  from  18  cents  to 
12  cents  per  lb.  over  a  period  of  several 
years.  Under  this  proposal,  there  would 
be  a  system  of  payments  to  growers  as 
the  loan  level  is  reduced.  The  Ad- 
ministration's plan,  however,  is  not  ex- 
pected to  be  implemented.  The  current 
Farm  Bill  that  includes  sugar  extended 
through  the  1990  crop.  As  sugar  pro- 
ducers and  processors,  we  need  to  keep 
abreast  of  political  developments  and 
keep  our  congressmen  and  legislators  in- 
formed of  our  interests  so  that  they  can 
continue  their  efforts  to  aid  the  industry. 

Over  the  last  15  years,  the  number 
of  factories  in  Louisiana  has  declined 
from  43  to  21.  The  tons  of  cane  processed 
per  crop  has  shown  little  decline, 
resulting  in  a  steady  increase  in  factory 
capacities.  In  1971,  the  average  factory's 
grinding  rate  was  120  short  tons  of  cane 
per  hour.  The  current  state  average 
grinding  rate  is  now  220  tons  of  cane  per 
hour. 

Cane  quality  has  improved  due  to 
work  done  in  plant  breeding.  Syrup 
purities  have  shown  a  corresponding 
rise  from  80  to  85.  As  syrup  purities 


have  increased,  so  has  the  pol  of  the 
sugar  produced.  The  average  sugar  pol 
has  increased  by  a  full  pol  unit  over  the 
last  15  years  to  the  current  average 
sugar  pol  of  98.3. 

These  improvements  in  sugar  yield 
and  juice  quality  reflect  the  research  ef- 
forts of  many.  The  USDA's  agronomists 
work  on  germplasm  enhancement  and 
breeding  have  resulted  in  numerous  suc- 
cessful commercial  varieties.  The  work 
of  USD  A  and  LSU  agronomists,  en- 
tomologists, and  pathologists  working  in 
cooperation  have  resulted  in  improved 
cane  varieties  and  in  better  methods  for 
the  control  of  disease,  insects,  and 
weeds.  Improvements  in  cultural  and 
fertilization  practices  have  also  played 
a  role. 

The  role  played  by  the  LSU  Exten- 
sion Service  and  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League,  with  the  help  of  county 
agents,  in  transferring  the  latest 
developments  to  the  growers  results  in 
the  rapid  deployment  of  the  latest 
technology. 

The  Farm  Bureau  has  assisted  the 
growers  through  its  sugar  advisory  and 
special  research  committees,  as  well  as 
with  its  lobbying  and  funding  efforts. 

The  cane  varieties  being  developed 
will  concentrate  on  increased  tonnage 
and  high  population,  along  with  im- 
proved disease  resistance  and  greater 
cold  tolerance.  Further  increases  in 
sucrose  content  will  probably  be  less 
dramatic  than  has  been  the  case  in  the 
last  15  years. 

The  use  of  the  two-row  harvester  and 
the  chain  piler  have  both  contributed  to 
cleaner  cane  and  the  improvement  of 

(Continued  on  page  7) 
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sugar  yields  per  ton  of  cane.  Local 
universities  have  provided  training 
directly  related  to  the  needs  of  the  sugar 
industry. 

The  Audubon  Sugar  Institute  has 
provided  assistance  to  factories  in  order 
to  improve  many  facets  of  factory  opera- 
tions. A  program  is  currently  underway 
to  investigate  the  causes,  effects  and 
cures  for  dextran.  Work  is  also  being 
carried  out  in  the  search  for  a  quick, 
simple  and  accurate  method  for  the 
determination  of  dextran  in  juices. 

In  the  continuing  effort  to  reduce  the 
cost  of  sugar,  improvements  in  both  field 
and  factory  operations  will  be  necessary. 
One  way  to  save  labor  is  through 
automation.  This  is  an  area  that  will  ex- 
pand in  the  near  future.  Improved 
automatic  controls  are  increasingly  be- 
ing applied  at  boiler  and  centrifugal  sta- 
tions, and  continued  automation  is  ex- 
pected at  the  evaporator  and  sugar  boil- 
ing stations.  The  difficulty  and  cost  of 
obtaining  qualified  personnel  for 
seasonal  operations  will  continue  to  be 
the  driving  force  for  the  increased  use 
of  automatic  controls. 

The  extremely  wet  1986  season,  and 
the  hurricane  and  rains  of  the  1985  crop, 
have  made  it  painfully  clear  that  we 
need  improvements  in  harvesters  and 
loaders  that  will  deliver  clean  cane  un- 
der muddy  field  conditions.  The  use  of 
chain  pilers  was  found  to  be  an  improve- 
ment this  year.  Undoubtedly,  the  use  of 
chain  pilers  and  other  improvements  in 
loaders  will  continue  to  be  made. 

Over  the  last  15  years,  gas  consump- 
tion has  been  reduced  from  1.2  million 
cubic  feet  per  ton  of  cane  to  0.2. 
Although  this  is  a  great  improvement, 
continued  efforts  to  reduce  gas  consump- 
tion to  zero,  while  generating  all  of  the 
factory's  electricity,  is  an  achievable 
goal  that  should  be  addressed.  Further 
decreases  in  gas  consumption  will  re- 


quire a  continuation  of  the  efforts 
already  implemented,  including  cleaner 
delivered  cane,  improved  cane  washing, 
the  use  of  higher  pressure  live  steam, 
the  use  of  more  efficient  steam  produc- 
tion by  the  use  of  air  preheaters  and 
close  monitoring  of  excess  air,  modifica- 
tions to  the  evaporator  scheme  to  reduce 
the  exhaust  steam  requirements  of  the 
factory,  and  the  installation  of  adequate 
bagasse  storage  facilities. 

Another  fruitful  area  for  factory  im- 
provements is  in  milling  operations. 
Substantial  improvements  in  mill  ex- 
traction can  be  achieved  with  higher 
levels  of  imbibition  and  improved  mill 
feeding  provisions.  In  Louisiana,  the 
milling  loss  in  bagasse  represents  the 
greatest  manufacturing  loss.  Im- 
provements in  milling  are  clearly  an 
economic  opportunity  worth  pursuing. 
Improvements  in  milling  are  expected  to 
come  from  improved  mill  feeding,  higher 
levels  of  imbibition  and  closer  monitor- 
ing of  mills  to  ensure  that  each  mill  in 
the  tandem  is  working  well. 

The  industry's  commitment  to  con- 
tinued research  is  evidenced  by  the  in- 
crease in  dues  passed  last  year  that  will 
be  dedicated  to  research.  A  further  in- 
crease has  been  approved  for  the  1987 
crop.  These  research  funds  will  help  to 
offset  the  decreased  funding  resulting 
from  the  current  economic  squeeze. 

It  is  technological  improvements 
that  will  keep  our  industry  competitive. 
It  is  the  goal  of  the  Society  to  help  the 
mainland  sugar  cane  industry.  The 
speeches  and  the  informal  discussions 
that  make  these  meetings  enjoyable  are 
also  the  source  of  ideas  that  will  improve 
our  industry.  We  hope  that  all  attendees 
will  enjoy  this  17th  joint  meeting  of  the 
ASSCT  and  that  all  of  you  will  leave 
with  new  ideas  and  renewed 
enthusiasm. 

(Continued  on  page  8) 


JULY  1,  1987 


American  Society  Of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists 

President's  Message:  Florida  Division 

Wayne  Beardsley,  Florida  Division  President 

American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists 

United  States  Sugar  Corporation,  Clewiston,  Florida 

(Continued  from  page  7) 


On  behalf  of  the  Florida  Division  of 
the  American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 
Technologists,  I  would  like  to  thank  the 
Louisiana  Division  for  hosting  the  17th 
Annual  Joint  Conference  in  Fort  Walton 
Beach,  Florida. 

This  year,  we  have  Mother  Nature 
to  thank  for  our  bountiful  crop.  Despite 
a  slow  start  due  to  unseasonably  warm 
weather,  which  slowed  down  both  field 
and  processing  operations,  we  had  an  ex- 
ceptionally good  season.  This  is  just  the 
second  time  in  the  last  12  years  that  we 
did  not  experience  freeze  damage  to  our 
sugar  cane  crop.  During  the  173  days  of 
the  1986/87  harvesting  campaign, 
Florida's  130  sugar  cane  growers 
harvested  over  13.7  million  short  tons 
of  sugar  cane  from  384,000  acres 
yielding  1,476  million  tons  of  sugar,  raw 
value.  Mechanical  harvesting  continues 
to  play  an  increasingly  important  role 
in  our  cane  delivery  operations,  with 
some  4.3  million  tons  being  harvested  by 
this  method.  Our  average  yield  was  at 
10.57  per  cent  96°  sugar.  Florida  has  re- 
mained the  number  one  sugar- 
producing  state  in  the  nation,  gener- 
ating 22  per  cent  of  the  sugar  produced 
and  18  per  cent  of  the  sugar  consumed. 

In  Florida,  we  have  been  busy  on  the 
environmental  and  legislative  fronts. 
Led  by  the  Florida  Sugar  Cane  League's 
Environmental  Quality  Committee,  the 
industry  has  played  a  key  role  in 
developing  a  course  for  preserving  water 
quality  and  quantity  in  Lake 
Okeechobee  —  the  industry's  major 
water  resource.  Members  and  con- 
sultants in  the  industry  were  active  par- 
ticipants on  the  Lake  Okeechobee 
Technical  Advisory  Committee  which 
has  made  recommendations  to  state  and 
federal  agencies  on  what  course  of  action 


to  take  in  controlling  the  eutrophication 
process  of  Lake  Okeechobee,  while  still 
addressing  water  supply  needs. 

In  addition  to  providing  irrigation 
and  drainage  needs  for  sugar  cane,  the 
lake  supplies  water  for  the  vegetable, 
sod,  cattle  and  citrus  industries.  It's  also 
used  as  a  direct  source  of  drinking  water 
for  over  40,000  people  who  live  in  com- 
munities around  the  lake,  and  as  an  in- 
direct source  for  more  than  4  million 
people  who  reside  on  Florida's  east 
coast. 

We  support  a  program  that  gives 
equal  consideration  to  water  quality  and 
supply.  It  would  be  just  as  devasting  to 
experience  a  killing  drought  because  of 
short-sightedness  on  water  supply,  as  it 
would  be  to  have  excess  nutrients  going 
into  the  lake.  At  this  point  in  time,  we 
are  faced  with  decisions  which  will  af- 
fect the  economy  of  surrounding  areas 
regarding  Lake  Okeechobee  and  conflic- 
ting water  needs.  We  are  ready  to  work 
with  state  and  federal  regulators  and 
others  who  are  interested  in  the  "Big 
Lake"  to  achieve  a  balanced  plan  of  ac- 
tion to  protect  both  water  quality  and 
quantity. 

The  industry  has  also  met  the  chal- 
lenges in  open  burning  regulation  and 
mill  emission  testing.  The  Florida  indus- 
try has  entered  into  a  cooperative  agree- 
ment with  the  state  of  Florida  whereby 
the  Florida  Sugar  Cane  League  admin- 
isters pre-harvest  burn  permits,  saving 
the  state  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dol- 
lars in  regulatory  expenses.  The  League 
operates  21  ambient  air  monitoring  sta- 
tions throughout  the  Everglades 
agricultural  area  to  assure  that  state 
and  federal  air  standards  are  observed. 

(Continued  on  page  20) 
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TAKES  NO 
PRISONERS 


PYDRIN®  insecticide 
helps  you  stop  the 
troublesome  sugarcane 
borer  before  it  can  do 
deadly  damage. 
Nothing  controls  this 
pest  more  effectively. 
First,  PYDRIN  kills 
by  direct  contact.  Then, 
through  its  long  residual 
action,  it  continues  to 
stop  the  borer  long  after 


application.  The  long 
residual  of  PYDRIN, 
plus  its  resistance  to 
washoff,  can  mean 
less  respraying. 

The  cost  per  acre  is 
much  less  than  other  in- 
secticides, so  you'll  get 
excellent  control  and 
save  money. 

Another  advantage: 
the  low  toxicity  of 


PYDRIN  to  man,  other 
mammals  and  birds 
makes  it  less  hazardous 
to  mix  and  apply. 

Ask  your  dealer 
for  PYDRIN.  When  it 
comes  to  sugarcane 
borer,  PYDRIN  takes  no 
prisoners.  PYDRIN  is  a 
restricted  use  pesticide. 
Always  read  and  follow 
label  directions  carefully. 


E.I.  DU  PONT  DE  NEMOURS  &  CO.  (INC.) 
AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS  DEPARTMENT,  WILMINGTON,  DE  19898. 
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Introduction 

In  the  Louisiana  variety  selection 
program,  experimental  sugarcane 
varieties  are  tested  for  12  years  before 
being  released  to  Louisiana  growers  for 
commercial  production.  In  the  10th  to 
12th  year  of  the  testing  program, 
research  personnel  evaluate  and  com- 
pare unreleased  varieties  of  each  series 
with  commercial  varieties  grown  on 
various  soil  types  using  cultural  prac- 
tices recommended  for  the  Louisiana  in- 
dustry. During  1985,  14  cooperating 
farms  assisted  the  outfield  program  by 
planting,  growing  and  harvesting  test 
fields.  Plant  cane,  first-stubble  and 
second-stubble  test  fields  were  located 
on  these  farms  which  represent  the  ma- 
jor regions  of  the  Louisiana  sugarcane 
belt.  According  to  the  provisions  of  the 
"three-way  Agreement  of  1978",  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League,  USDA- 
ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Unit,  and  the 
Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Sta- 
tion cooperatively  conduct  these  tests 
each  year. 

Seasonal  Conditions 

Louisiana  sugarcane  growers  will 
long  remember  the  weather  during  1985 
as  being  one  of  extremes  and  unpredic- 
tability. The  year  began  with 
temperatures  dropping  to  the  low-teens 
in  January  (3).  The  near  record-breaking 
cold  temperature  caused  much  freeze 
damage,  especially  to  stubble  crops  (4). 

Rainfall  was  near  normal  during 
this  period,  but  the  spring  and  summer 
months  were  drier  than  normal.  The  dry 
weather  enhanced  tillering  in  many 


areas,  but  some  fields  remained  dry  for 
long  periods. 

Three  hurricanes  (Danny,  Elena  and 
Juan)  came  ashore  in  south  Louisiana 
between  mid  August  and  late  October. 
Wind  and  rain  associated  with  these 
hurricanes  caused  top  breakage,  lodging 
and  flooding  in  some  areas  of  the  sugar- 
cane belt.  Temeratures  during  the 
harvest  season  were  generally  warmer 
than  normal,  November  being  one  of  the 
warmest  on  record. 

Experimental  Procedures 

Outfield  variety  tests  were  hand- 
planted  in  a  randomized  complete  block 
design.  Plots  were  32  feet  long  and  18 
feet  (3  rows)  wide,  with  three  replica- 
tions planted  at  each  location.  A  5-foot 
pathway  was  left  unplanted  between 
plots  to  ease  the  separation  of  varieties 
during  mechanical  harvest.  Practices 
recommended  for  commercial  produc- 
tion and  harvesting  of  sugarcane  in 
Louisiana  were  used  for  these  tests. 

Six  commercially  grown  varieties 
(CP  65-357,  CP  70-321,  CP  72-356,  CP 
72-370,  CP  74-383  and  CP  76-331)  were 
used  as  check  varieties.  The  variety  CP 
65-357,  which  occupied  29%  of  the 
state's  acreage,  was  considered  the  stan- 
dard variety  (1).  Yields  of  five  unre- 
leased varieties  (CP  79-318,  CP  79-332, 
CP  79-348,  CP  80-323  and  CP  80-356) 
were  compared  to  the  check  varieties. 
Statistical  analysis  of  the  data  was 
made  using  the  GLM  Procedure  of  the 
Statistical  Analysis  System  (5).  Statisti- 
cal differences  were  determined  using 
(Continued  on  page  11) 


1  Agronomist,  American  Sugar  Cane  League,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70130 

2  Agronomist,  USDA- Agricultural  Research  Service,  Sugarcane  Research  Unit,  Houma,  Louisiana  70361 

3  Research  Associate,  Sugar  Station,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  station,  Louisiana  State 
University  Agricultural  Center,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70803 
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Tukey's  W-procedure  (Honestly  Signifi- 
cant Difference  Test)  at  the  .05  pro- 
bability level.  Additional  procedures  for 
these  experiments  have  been  previous- 
ly published  (2). 

Results 

Results  are  grouped  according  to  soil 
type  (light  or  heavy)  and  crop  year  (plant 
cane,  first-stubble  or  second-stubble). 
Tables  1  through  9  document  data  by 
variety  for  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre,  tons 
of  cane  per  acre,  and  pounds  of  sugar  per 
ton  of  cane.  Tables  10,  11  and  12  show 
stalk  weights  and  population  as  an 
average  of  all  locations. 

Light  Soil  Results 

Plant  cane  (Table  1):  In  sugar  per 
acre,  no  variety  was  significantly  dif- 
ferent from  CP  65-357. 

In  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  two  varie- 
ties (CP  74-383  and  CP79-348)  were 
significantly  higher  than  CP  65-357. 
None  were  significantly  lower. 

In  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  no  variety 
was  significantly  higher  than  CP 
65-357.  Five  varieties  (CP  72-370,  CP 
74-383,  CP  79-348,  CP  80-323  and  CP 
80-356)  were  significantly  lower. 

First-stubble  (Table  2):  In  sugar 
per  acre,  four  varieties  (CP  70-321,  CP 
74-383,  CP  76-331  and  CP  79-318)  were 
significantly  higher  than  CP  65-357. 
None  were  significantly  lower. 

In  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  four  varie- 
ties (CP  74-383,  CP  76-331,  CP  79-318 
and  CP  79-348)  were  significantly 
higher  than  CP  65-357.  None  were 
significantly  lower. 

In  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  only  CP 
79-332  was  significantly  higher  than  CP 
65-357.  Two  varieties  (CP  74-383  and  CP 
79-348)  were  significantly  lower. 

Second-stubble  (Table  3):  In 
sugar  per  acre,  five  varieties  (CP  70-321, 
CP  72-356,  CP  72-370,  CP  74-383  and 


CP  76-331)  were  significantly  higher 
than  CP  65-357.  None  were  significant- 
ly lower. 

In  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  four 
varieties  (CP  70-321,  CP  72-356,  CP 
74-383  and  CP  76-331)  were  significant- 
ly higher  than  CP  65-357.  None  were 
significantly  lower. 

In  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  four  varie- 
ties (CP  70-321,  CP  72-356,  CP  72-370 
and  CP  76-331)  were  significantly 
higher  than  CP  65-357.  None  were 
significantly  lower. 

Heavy  Soil  Results 

Plant  cane  (Table  4):  In  sugar  per 
acre,  no  variety  was  significantly  higher 
than  CP  65-357.  Three  varieties  (CP 
79-318,  CP  79-332  and  CP  79-348)  were 
significantly  lower. 

In  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  no  variety 
was  significantly  higher  than  CP 
65-357.  Two  varieties  (CP  79-318  and  CP 
79-332)  were  significantly  lower. 

In  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  no  variety 
was  significantly  higher  than  CP 
65-357.  Three  varieties  (CP  72-356,  CP 
74-383  and  CP  79-348)  were  significant- 
ly lower. 

First-stubble  (Table  5):  In  sugar 
per  acre,  five  varieties  (CP  70-321,  CP 
72-356,  CP  74-383,  CP  79-318  and  CP 
79-348)  were  significantly  higher  than 
CP  65-357.  No  variety  was  significant- 
ly lower. 

In  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  six  varieties 
(CP  70-321,  CP  72-356,  CP  72-370,  CP 
74-383,  CP  79-318  and  CP  79-348)  were 
significantly  higher  than  CP  65-357.  No 
variety  was  significantly  lower. 

In  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  only  CP 
79-318  was  significantly  higher  than  CP 
65-357.  No  variety  was  significantly 
lower. 

Second-stubble  (Table  6):  In 
sugar  per  acre,  two  varieties  (CP  72-356 
and  CP  74-383)  were  sighificantly 
(Continued  on  page  12) 
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higher  than  CP  65-357.  No  variety  was 
significantly  lower. 

In  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  two 
varieties  (CP  72-356  and  CP  74-383) 
were  significantly  higher  than  CP 
65-357.  No  variety  was  significantly 
lower. 

In  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  no  variety 
was  significantly  higher  than  CP 
65-357.  Three  varieties  (CP  70-321,  CP 
72-356  and  CP  74-383)  were  significant- 
ly lower. 

Kleentek®    (KT)t 
(Preliminary  Data) 

The  name  designation  CP  65-357  KT 
is  applied  to  cane  of  the  commercial 
variety  CP  65-357  which  has  been  pro- 
pagated by  a  proprietary  tissue  culture 
method.  This  source  of  seed  cane  has 
been  included  in  the  outfield  tests  since 
1983.  In  1985,  CP  65-357  KT  was  tested 
at  11  plant  cane  and  6  first-stubble  out- 
field locations. 

Plant  cane  (Table  7)  —  light  soil: 
CP  65-357  KT  was  significantly  higher 
than  CP  65-357  in  tons  of  cane  per  acre, 
but  was  not  different  in  sugar  per  acre 
or  sugar  per  ton  of  cane. 

First-stubble  (Table  8)  -  light 
soil:  CP  65-357  KT  was  not  significant- 
ly different  from  CP  65-357. 

Plant  cane  (Table  9)  —  heavy 
soil:  CP  65-357  KT  was  not  significant- 
ly different  from  CP  65-357. 

Population  and  Stalk  Weights 
Plant  cane  (Table  10:  The  variety 
CP  80-356  had  significantly  heavier 
stalks  than  CP  65-357,  but  had  a 
significantly  lower  stalk  population. 
Although,     CP     65-357     KT     had 


significantly  lighter  stalks  than  CP 
65-357,  it  had  a  significantly  higher 
stalk  population. 

First-stubble  (Table  11):  Two 
varieties  (CP  70-321  and  CP  79-348)  had 
significantly  heavier  stalks  than  CP 
65-357,  whereas  CP  65-357  KT  had 
significantly  lighter  stalks.  Two 
varieties  (CP  74-383  and  CP  79-318)  and 
CP  65-357  KT  had  a  significantly  higher 
stalk  population  than  CP  65-357.  No 
variety  had  significantly  fewer  stalks. 

Second-stubble  (Table  12):  No 
variety  had  significantly  heavier  stalks 
than  CP  65-357,  but  two  varieties  (CP 
72-356  and  CP  74-383)  had  a  significant- 
ly higher  stalk  population.  No  variety 
had  significantly  fewer  stalks  than  CP 
65-357. 

Conclusion 

Plant  cane  data  were  obtained  for 
five  unreleased  varieties  (CP  79-318,  CP 
79-332,  CP  79-348,  CP  80-323  and  CP 
80-356)  in  the  1985  outfield  variety 
tests.  In  sugar  per  acre,  none  of  these 
varieties  differed  from  CP  65-357  in 
light  soil  tests,  but  CP  79-318,  CP  79-332 
and  CP  79-348  had  significantly  less 
sugar  per  acre  than  CP  65-357  on  heavy 
soils. 

In  first-stubble  tests  CP  79-318  had 
significantly  more  sugar  per  acre  on 
both  light  and  heavy  soils,  while  CP 
79-348  was  significantly  higher  than  CP 
65-357  in  sugar  per  acre  only  on  heavy 
soils. 

The  commercial  varieties  tested  in 

1985  did  not  differ  significantly  from  CP 

65-357  in  plant-cane  tests.  In  first,  and 

second-stubble  tests  on  light  soil,  three 

(Continued  on  page  13) 


7  Mention  of  a  trademark  or  proprietary  product  does  not  constitute  a  guarantee  or  warranty  of  the 
product  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural  Center,  or 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League,  and  does  not  imply  its  approval  to  the  exclusion  of  other  products 
that  may  also  be  suitable. 
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varieties  (CP  70-321,  CP  74-383  and  CP 
76-331)  were  higher  than  CP  65-357  in 
sugar  per  acre  while  CP  72-356  and  CP 
72-370  were  higher  than  CP  65-357  in 
sugar  per  acre  in  second-stubble  tests 
only.  In  heavy  soil  tests,  CP  70-321,  CP 
72-356,  and  CP  74-383  were  higher  in 
sugar  per  acre  than  CP  65-357  in  first- 
stubble  tests,  while  CP  72-356  and  CP 
74-383  were  higher  in  second-stubble 
tests. 
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Table  1.  Means  of  combined  analysis  of  plant  cane  tests  at  9  locations  on 
light  soils  during  1985. 


Sugar  per 

Cane 

Sugar  per 

Variety 

acre 

per  acre 

ton  of  cane 

(lb.) 

(tons) 

Gb.) 

CP  76-331 

7617  a1 

28.6  abc 

267  a 

CP  74-383 

7345  ab 

30.8  a 

239            ef 

CP  70-321 

7344  ab 

28.8  abc 

256  abed 

CP  72-370 

7269  ab 

28.9  abc 

251        cd 

CP  65-357 

7217  ab 

27.5        cd 

263  ab 

CP  79-318 

7020  ab 

27.2        cd 

259  abc 

CP  80-323 

6898  ab 

28.1     bed 

246          de 

CP  79-348 

6879  ab 

30.3  ab 

228              f 

CP  79-332 

6790     b 

25.8          d 

265  a 

CP  80-356 

6748     b 

27.6       cd 

245          de 

CP  72-356 

6612     b 

26.3        cd 

252     bed 

HSD  (.05) 

758 

2.7 

12 

1  Means  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly  different  at  the  5%  level  of  probability 
by  HSD  test. 

(Continued  on  page  14) 
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Table  2.  Means  of  combined  analysis  of  first-stubble  tests  at  7  locations  on 
light  soils  during  1985. 


Variety 


Sugar  per 
acre 


Cane 
per  acre 


Sugar  per 
ton  of  cane 


(lb.) 

(tons) 

ab.) 

CP  74-383 

7342 

a1 

32.8 

a 

223       c 

CP  76-331 

6773 

ab 

27.5 

be 

246  ab 

CP  79-318 

6662 

abc 

27.8 

b 

241  ab 

CP  70-321 

6523 

abed 

26.5 

bede 

245  ab 

CP  79-332 

6177 

bede 

24.7 

bede 

251  a 

CP  72-356 

6058 

bede 

24.4 

cde 

248  ab 

CP  72-370 

5910 

cde 

24.0 

de 

246  ab 

CP  79-348 

5813 

de 

27.0 

bed 

215       c 

CP  65-357 

5631 

e 

23.6 

e 

237     b 

HSD  (.05) 

833 

3.2 

12 

1  Means  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly  different  at  the  5%  level  of  probability 
BY  HSD  test. 


Table  3.  Means  of  combined  analysis  of  second-stubble  tests  at  6  locations 
on  light  soils  during  1985. 


Variety 

Sugar  per 
acre 

Cane 
per  acre 

Sugar  per 
ton  of  cane 

Gb.) 

(tons) 

Gb.) 

CP  74-383 

5820 

a1 

27.9 

a 

208     b 

CP  72-356 

5576 

ab 

24.0 

b 

231  a 

CP  76-331 

5023 

be 

22.1 

be 

227  a 

CP  70-321 

4733 

c 

20.6 

c 

229  a 

CP  72-370 

4679 

c 

20.3 

cd 

231   a 

CP  65-357 

3931 

d 

18.1 

d 

216     b 

HSD  (.05) 

620 

2.5 

9 

1  Means  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly  different  at  the  5%  level  of  probability 
by  HSD  test. 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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Table  4.  Means  of  combined  analysis  of  plant  cane  tests  at  4  locations  on 
heavy  soils  during  1985. 


Sugar  per 

Cane 

Sugar  per 

Variety 

acre 

per 

acre 

ton  of  cane 

(lb.) 

(tons) 

Gb.) 

CP  80-356 

7308 

a1 

30.0 

a 

246  ab 

CP  72-370 

6910 

ab 

27.3 

ab 

255  a 

CP  70-321 

6892 

ab 

27.3 

ab 

252  ab 

CP  65-357 

6866 

ab 

26.7 

abc 

259  a 

CP  74-383 

6695 

abc 

28.6 

ab 

235     be 

CP  80-323 

6681 

abc 

27.3 

ab 

245  ab 

CP  76-331 

5942 

be 

23.0 

cd 

260  a 

CP  72-356 

5867 

be 

25.1 

bed 

235     be 

CP  79-332 

5754 

c 

22.1 

d 

263  a 

CP  79-348 

5696 

c 

25.9 

bed 

224       c 

CP  79-318 

5660 

c 

21.9 

d 

261  a 

HSD  (.05) 

1104 

4.0 

19 

1  Means  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly  different  at  the  5%  level  of  probability 
by  HSD  test. 


Table  5.  Means  of  combined  analysis  of  first-stubble  tests  at  4  locations 
on  heavy  soils  during  1985. 


Sugar  per 

Cane 

Sugar  per 

Variety 

acre 

per  acre 

ton  of  cane 

Gb.) 

(tons) 

Gb.) 

CP  79-348 

6908  a1 

27.9  a 

247          d 

CP  79-318 

6607  a 

23.4     b 

281  a 

CP  74-383 

6376  a 

25.4  ab 

254       cd 

CP  70-321 

6187  a 

23.6     b 

261     bed 

CP  72-356 

6179  a 

24.9  ab 

249       cd 

CP  72-370 

6019  ab 

23.6     b 

256     bed 

CP  76-331 

5934  ab 

22.5     be 

263     be 

CP  79-332 

5152     b 

19.2        c 

270  ab 

CP  65-357 

5035     b 

19.9       c 

259     bed 

HSD  (.05) 

1007 

3.4 

15 

1  Means  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly  different  at  the  5%  level  of  probability 
by  HSD  test. 

(Continued  on  page  16) 
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Table  6.  Means  of  combined  analysis  of  second-stubble  tests  at  3  locations 
on  heavy  soils  during  1985. 


Sugar  per 

Cane 

Sugar  per 

Variety 

acre 

per  , 

acre 

ton  of  cane 

(lb.) 

(tons) 

(lb.) 

CP  74-383 

5875  a1 

25.1 

a 

234   c 

CP  72-356 

5081  ab 

21.4 

ab 

238  be 

CP  72-370 

4291  be 

17.6 

be 

243  abc 

CP  65-357 

4082   c 

16.2 

c 

252  a 

CP  70-321 

3901   c 

16.5 

c 

237  be 

CP  76-331 

3716   c 

15.0 

c 

248  ab 

HSD  (.05) 

994 

3.9 

12 

1  Means  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly  different  at  the  5%  level  of  probability  by 
HSD  test. 


Table  7.  Means  of  combined  analysis  of  plant  cane  tests  at  8  locations  on 
light  soils  with  CP  65-357  KT  during  1985. 


Variety 


Sugar  per 
acre 


Cane 
per  acre 


Sugar  per 
ton  of  cane 


CP  74-331 
CP  65-357  KT 
CP  74-383 
CP  72-370 
CP  70-321 
CP  79-318 
CP  65-357 
CP  80-356 
CP  80-323 
CP  79-348 
CP  79-332 
CP  72-356 

HSD  (.05) 


(lb.) 


7628 

ai 

7542 

a 

7305 

ab 

7269 

ab 

7247 

ab 

7197 

ab 

7127 

ab 

6887 

ab 

6752 

b 

6702 

b 

6645 

b 

6597 

b 

772 


(tons) 


2.6 


(lb.) 


28.7  abc 

266 

a 

29.8  ab 

253 

bede 

31.0  a 

237 

fg 

28.9  abc 

251 

cde 

28.4  abc 

255 

abede 

28.0  be 

257 

abed 

27.2   cd 

263 

abc 

28.2  be 

244 

ef 

27.7  bed 

245 

def 

29.8  ab 

227 

g 

25.3    d 

265 

ab 

26.5    cd 

249 

def 

13 


1  Means  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly  different  at  the  5%  level  of  probability 
by  HSD  test. 

(Continued  on  page  17) 
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Table  8.  Means  of  combined  analysis  of  first-stubble  tests  at  5  locations 
on  light  soils  with  Kleentek  during  1985. 


Suga 

r  per 

Cane 

Sugar  per 

Variety 

acre 

per  acre 

ton  of  cane 

(lb.) 

(tons) 

ab.) 

CP  74-383 

7486 

a1 

34.4 

a 

215          de 

CP  79-318 

6945 

ab 

29.6 

b 

234  abc 

CP  76-331 

6762 

ab 

28.0 

be 

240  ab 

CP  70-321 

6753 

abc 

27.7 

be 

244  ab 

CP  79-332 

6274 

bed 

25.7 

be 

245  a 

CP  72-370 

6122 

bed 

25.2 

be 

244  ab 

CP  72-356 

6066 

bed 

24.8 

c 

244  ab 

CP  79-348 

5894 

bed 

28.4 

be 

205            e 

CP  65-357 

5654 

cd 

24.4 

c 

229     bed 

CP  65-357   KT 

5511 

d 

25.2 

be 

221        cde 

HSD  (.05) 

1100 

4.7 

16 

1  Means  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly  different  at  the  5%  level  of  probability  by 
HSD  test. 

Table  9.  Means  of  combined  analysis  of  plant  cane  tests  at  3  locations  on 
heavy  soils  with  CP  65-357  KT  during  1985. 


Sugar  per 

Cane 

Sugar  per 

Variety 

acre 

per 

acre 

ton  of  cane 

(lb.) 

(tons) 

(lb.) 

CP  65-357  KT 

7980  a1 

33.5 

a 

238 

be 

CP  65-357 

7636  a 

30.2 

abc 

254 

ab 

CP  80-356 

7553  ab 

31.6 

ab 

239 

abc 

CP  72-370 

7231  ab 

30.3 

abc 

249 

ab 

CP  80-323 

7122  abc 

29.8 

abc 

238 

be 

CP  79-332 

7057  abc 

27.3 

cd 

259 

a 

CP  70-321 

6967  abc 

28.3 

bed 

245 

abc 

CP  74-383 

6964  abc 

30.5 

abc 

228 

cd 

CP  79-348 

6492     be 

30.0 

abc 

216 

d 

CP  76-331 

6463     be 

25.5 

d 

255 

ab 

CP  79-318 

6343        c 

24.7 

d 

256 

ab 

CP  72-356 

6300        c 

27.5 

cd 

228 

cd 

HSD  (.05) 

1120 

4.2 

20 

Means  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly  different  at  the  5%  level  of  probability 
by  HSD  test. 

(Continued  on  page  18) 
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Table  10.  Plant 

cane  variety  stalk  weights  and  populations  as  an 

average 

of  all  locations 

during  1985. 

Millable 

Variety 

stalk  wt. 

Variety 

Stalks/acre1 

(lb.) 

(no.) 

CP  80-356 

2.84 

a* 

CP  65-357  KT 

32329 

a 

CP  79-348 

2.48 

b 

CP  74-383 

26960 

b 

CP  70-321 

2.33 

be 

CP  72-370 

25812 

be 

CP  80-323 

2.33 

be 

CP  70-321 

24518 

bed 

CP  72-356 

2.30 

be 

CP  80-323 

24232 

bed 

CP  65-357 

2.29 

be 

CP  76-331 

24093 

bed 

CP  76-331 

2.26 

c 

CP  65-357 

23875 

bed 

CP  74-383 

2.24 

c 

CP  79-318 

23618 

cd 

CP  72-370 

2.22 

c 

CP  79-348 

23378 

cd 

CP  79-318 

2.17 

c 

CP  79-332 

22638 

cde 

CP  79-332 

2.15 

c 

CP  72-356 

22587 

de 

CP  65-357  KT 

1.93 

d 

CP  80-356 

20091 

e 

HSD  (.05) 

.22 

3192 

1  Population  (millable  stalks/acre)  is  calculated  from  the  total  cane  stalk  weight  divided  by 
the  average  weight  of  a  single  stalk. 

2  Means  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly  different  at  the  5%  level  of  probability 
by  HSD  test. 

Table  11.  First-stubble  variety  stalk  weights  and  populations  as  an  average 
of  all  locations  during  1985. 


Millable 

Variety 

Stalk  wt. 

Variety 

Stalks/acre 

(lb.) 

(no.) 

CP  70-321 

2.22 

a2 

CP  65-357  KT 

32895  a 

CP  79-348 

2.19 

a 

CP  74-383 

30964  a 

CP  76-331 

2.02 

b 

CP  79-318 

27465  a 

CP  72-356 

1.99 

b 

CP  76-331 

25507     b 

CP  72-370 

1.97 

b 

CP  79-348 

25210     b 

CP  79-332 

1.95 

b 

CP  72-356 

24900     b 

CP  74-383 

1.95 

b 

CP  72-370 

24449     b 

CP  65-357 

1.94 

b 

CP  79-332 

23711     b 

CP  79-318 

1.91 

b 

CP  70-321 

23318     b 

CP  65-357   KT 

1.61 

c 

CP  65-357 

22808     b 

HSD  (.05) 

.21 

4588 

1  Population  (millable  stalks/acre)  is  calculated  from  the  total  cane  stalk  weight  divided  by  the 

average  weight  of  a  single  stalk. 
1  Means  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly  different  at  the  5%  level  of  probability 

by  HSD  test. 

(Continued  on  page  19) 
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Table  12.  Second-stubble  variety  stalk  weights  and  populations  as  an 
average  of  all  locations  during  1985. 


Millable 

Variety 

Stalk  wt. 

Variety 

Stalksacre1 

(lb.) 

(no.) 

CP  70-321 

1.942 

CP  74-383 

30431  a 

CP  76-331 

1.92 

CP  72-356 

25261  a 

CP  65-357 

1.85 

CP  72-370 

21840     b 

CP  72-356 

1.84 

CP  76-331 

20735     b 

CP  72-370 

1.79 

CP  70-321 

19967     b 

CP  74-383 

1.78 

CP  65-357 

18849     b 

HSD  (.05) 

NS 

3297 

1  Population  (millable  stalks/acre)  is  calculated  from  the  total  cane  stalk  weight  divided  by 
the  average  weight  of  a  single  stalk. 

2  Means  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly  different  at  the  5%  level  of  probability 
by  HSD  test. 


FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  3) 


harvesting  and  loading  equipment  dur- 
ing wet  weather  later  in  the  year.  With 
a  smaller  amount  of  dirt  around  the 
stools  the  eyes  for  next  years  crop  may 
be  somewhat  unprotected  against 
weather  freezes.  Similar  situations  have 
caused  problems  with  reduced  stands  in 
the  spring  following  severe  freezes.  A 
mild  winter  would  reduce  the  chances  of 
injury  and  allow  for  good  stands  next 
year. 

The  most  obvious  problem  we  face 
because  of  the  excessive  rains  are  the 
water  logged  fields  and  the  incidence  of 
grass.  We  would  expect  root  systems  to 
be  somewhat  shallow  which  could  hurt 
in  the  event  of  a  drought  later  in  the 
summer  and  would  also  aggravate  the 
lodging  problem  should  we  experience 
winds  later  in  the  crop.  The  grass  situa- 
tion is  primarily  by  area  with  some 
fields  looking  much  worse  than  others. 


The  heavy  stands  of  Johnsongrass  will 
not  help  this  crop  but  could  be  of  even 
greater  concern  next  year  with  a 
rhizome  crop  of  grass.  Much  attention 
will  need  to  be  paid  next  year  to  these 
fields  in  order  to  avoid  crop  losses  from 
heavy  grass  stands. 

Fallow  field  cultivation  has  fallen 
way  behind  but  could  be  brought  up  to 
normal  with  dry  weather  in  the  near 
future.  Growers  will  have  to  not  waste 
time  once  dry  weather  does  occur  in 
order  to  get  their  fields  in  good  shape  for 
planting  season. 

Despite  the  rainy  weather  and  the 
grass  problems,  the  outlook  for  this  crop 
still  remains  optimistic.  The  good  stands 
and  adequate  height  should  allow  for 
good  yields.  Many  growers  are  now 
estimating  their  crops  to  be  close  to  1986 
yields. 


JULY  1,  1987 


19 


American  Society  Of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists 

(Continued  from  page  8) 


In  legislative  affairs,  we  won  the  bat- 
tle in  getting  the  1985  Farm  Bill  passed, 
but  the  war  is  definitely  not  over.  We  con- 
tinue to  have  stiff  opposition  from  the  Ad- 
ministration and  industrial  sugar  users  on 
the  current  sugar  program.  Sugar  has 
been  and  will  continue  to  be  a  political 
football  in  Washington.  Lawmakers  con- 
tinue to  try  to  use  the  domestic  sugar  pro- 
gram as  a  foreign  policy  tool  rather  than 
as  a  farm  program. 

Every  sugar-exporting  nation  prac- 
tices some  sort  of  market  intervention  to 
protect  its  prespective  domestic  sugar 
markets.  According  to  a  recent  study,  all 
major  exporters  guarantee  a  producer 
price  minimum  and  most  control  exports 
and  the  amount  available  for  domestic 
consumption.  Therefore,  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  a  world  or  free  market,  only  a 
dumping  ground  for  the  excess  sugar 
that's  not  traded  under  preferred  contracts 
or  used  for  domestic  consumption  in  the 
country  of  origin.  We  are  fortunate  that 
we  have  the  technology  and  ability  to  com- 
pete with  other  sugar-producing  countries 
in  spite  of  heavy  subsidization  from  their 
governments.  It  is  by  using  research  such 
as  that  being  presented  at  the  ASSCT 
Joint  Meeting  which  keeps  our  industry 
viable. 

Despite  our  advanced  technology, 
however,  our  industry  is  constantly  being 
attacked  by  large  industrial  sugar  users 
who  have  mounted  a  campaign  against 
the  sugar  program.  They  use  the  "con- 
sumer will  save"  myth  as  their  basis  to 
change  the  program.  Actually,  lowering 
the  loan  rate  from  18  cents  to  12  cents  will 
only  add  to  the  pocketbooks  of  industrial 
food  users.  For  example,  a  one-cent  reduc- 
tion in  the  price  of  sweetener  amounts  to 
a  $20  million  increase  in  profits  for  the 
largest  soft  drink  company.  This  amounts 
to  an  over  $1  billion  windfall  for  the  "Big 
9"  sugar  users.  It  is  high  questionable  that 
this  benefit  will  be  passed  on  to  final  con- 


sumers. The  value  of  sugar  in  a  35  cent 
candy  bar  is  2  cents.  If  sugar  were  free,  the 
price  of  the  candy  bar  would  probably  re- 
main the  same. 

The  1985  Farm  Bill  has  a  no-cost  pro- 
vision written  into  it  that  protects 
American  taxpayers  from  having  to  sub- 
sidize our  industry.  By  setting  the  import 
quota  at  the  correct  level,  the  current  pro- 
gram controls  domestic  prices  in  order  to 
prevent  any  forfeitures  on  possible  sugar 
loans.  As  we  look  ahead,  statesmanship 
dictates  that  we,  the  whole  domestic  in- 
dustry, move  in  a  cohesive  manner  to  take 
a  hard  look  at  our  production  and  domestic 
consumption  patterns. 

Currently,  we  are  fortunate  to  have  a 
good  program  that  doesn't  add  to  our  na- 
tion's debt.  The  only  way  our  program  can 
remain  a  no-cost  one  is  to  preserve  an  im- 
port quota.  Ideally,  we  would  like  to  see 
the  quota  remain  around  1  million  tons. 
With  domestic  consumption  of  7.37  short 
tons  and  on  a  slight  declining  trend,  and 
current  production  around  6.48  million 
short  tons,  simple  math  suggests  that  if 
Mother  Nature  is  good  to  all  of  us,  both 
sugar  cane  and  sugar  beet  growers  during 
the  same  year  could  possibly  produce  more 
sugar  than  we  need  for  domestic  consump- 
tion. At  that  point,  the  program  develops 
cost  implications  and  destroys  one  of  the 
key  benefits  to  the  government  for  keep- 
ing the  program  intact. 

It's  time  we  consider  production  con- 
straints in  order  to  maintain  an  import 
quota.  We  need  to  be  unified  in  presenting 
a  workable  plan  in  order  to  prevent  the 
government  from  forcing  upon  us  a  sugar 
program  we  don't  want. 

You  have  a  responsibility  to  work  with 
your  suppliers  in  bringing  together  a 
unified  voice  to  keep  a  workable  domestic 
sugar  program  intact.  We  want  a  no-cost 
program  that  benefits  consumers  and  tax- 
payers as  well  as  sugar  cane  and  beet 
growers. 
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THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 

Agriculture  Research  Service 

and 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural  Center 

and 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Notice  of  Release  of  Sugarcane  Variety  CP  79-318 

The  Agricultural  Research  Service  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  the  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  the  Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural  Center 
and  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  working  cooperatively  to  improve 
sugarcane  varieties,  have  jointly  developed  and  hereby  announce  the  release  of  a  new  variety, 
CP  79-318,  for  commercial  planting  in  the  fall  of  1987. 

CP  79-318  is  a  product  of  the  cross  CP  65-357  X  L  65-69,  and  it  has  medium-sized,  green 
stalks.  CP  79-318  is  a  moderately  erect  variety.  It  is  brittle  and  may  break  when  machine- 
harvested  for  planting  or  after  recent  lodging.  Yield  data  from  a  total  of  67  trials  on  both 
light  and  heavy  soils  indicate  that  CP  79-318  is  equal  to  CP  70-321  in  yield  of  cane  per 
acre,  yield  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  and  sugar  per  acre  in  plant  and  stubble  crops.  The  fiber 
content  and  normal  juice  extraction  are  like  those  of  CP  65-357;  the  variety  has  been  assigned 
a  mill  factor  of  1.028.  An  advantage  of  CP  79-318  is  its  early  and  high  sucrose  content. 
Preliminary  data  indicate  that  CP  79-318  has  moderate-to-good  resistance  to  post-freeze 
deterioration  following  a  light  freeze  (-2.8°  C). 

The  variety  is  moderately  resistant  to  the  spread  of  sugarcane  mosaic  virus  in  the  field; 
however,  a  high  level  of  mosaic  can  be  found  in  areas  of  high  mosaic  incidence.  The  effect 
of  mosaic  or  ratoon  stunting  disease  on  the  yield  of  CP  79-318  is  unknown  at  this  time. 
CP  79-318  has  shown  moderate  resistance  to  smut  (caused  by  Ustilago  scitaminea  Syd.) 
in  five  inoculation  tests.  The  variety  appears  resistant  to  rust  (caused  by  Puccinia 
melanocephala  H  &  P  Syd.)  under  Louisiana  field  conditions.  CP  79-318  is  moderately 
resistant  to  the  sugarcane  borer  (Diatraea  saccharalis  F.);  its  resistance  is  equal  to  that 
of  CP  65-357,  but  less  than  that  of  CP  70-321. 

Seed  cane  will  be  distributed  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  in  accordance  with 
procedures  to  be  announced  to  all  sugarcane  growers  in  Louisiana  on  or  after  June  25, 1987. 
Inquiries  concerning  seed  cane  should  be  directed  to  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League, 
615  Whitney  Building,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  70130-2692.  The  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  do  not  have  seed  cane 
available  for  distribution. 

Each  agency  will  make  such  news  release  as  considered  appropriate  on  or  after  June 
25,  1987. 

T.  B.  KINNEY 


Administrator,  Agricultural  Research  Service 

C.  QRAN  LITTLE 

Director,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

IRVING  E.  LEGENDRE,  JR. 

President,  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

CP  79-318  -  FIELD  DAYS 


At  the  Contact  Committee  meeting 
held  on  June  25,  1987,  the  new  variety  CP 
79-318  was  officially  released  to  the  Lou- 
isiana Sugar  Industry.  The  official  release 
statement  occurs  elsewhere  in  this  issue 
of  The  Sugar  Bulletin  along  with  the  in- 
formation concerning  the  distribution  of 
the  cane. 

The  application  form  for  seed  cane  of 
CP  79-318  appears  in  this  issue  of  the 
Bulletin  and  should  be  carefully  filled  out 
and  returned  no  later  than  August  14, 
1987.  Applications  received  after  this  date 
cannot  be  fulfilled.  Copies  of  the  applica- 
tion form  can  also  be  obtained  from  any 
of  the  League  agronomists,  from  county 
agents  or  from  the  League  office.  This 
form  is  the  only  application  form  which 
will  be  accepted. 

This  variety  has  now  completed  three 
years  of  tests  (1984  to  1986)  in  the  outfield 
test  program  where  there  is  one  year  of  se- 
cond stubble  data,  two  years  of  first  stub- 
ble data,  and  three  years  of  plant  cane 
data.  The  results  to  date  indicate  that  CP 
79-318  yields  as  well  as  both  CP  65-357 
and  CP  70-321  in  tons  of  cane  per  acre  and 
in  sug?r  per  ton  in  all  three  crops. 

Ine  variety  has  been  tested  for  its 
reaction  to  diseases  and  insects  and  has 
not  been  found  to  be  bad  for  any  of  these 
traits.  It  does  have  at  least  moderate 
resistance  to  smut  and  should  be  able  to 
help  the  varietal  picture  in  that  respect. 
Further  information  on  its  reaction  to  the 
various  diseases  and  borers  can  be  found 
in  the  release  statement. 

The  biggest  problem  found  with  this 
cane  so  far  has  been  its  harvestability.  In 
a  number  of  tests  and  at  some  of  the  in- 
crease stations  it  has  shown  some  degree 
of  brittleness.  In  a  few  of  the  plots  the  cane 
broke  badly.  Whether  or  not  this  cane  will 
toughen  up  remains  to  be  seen.  Many 
canes  including  CP  52-68  and  CP  65-357, 
which  both  became  major  varieties,  were 
somewhat  brittle  at  the  time  of  release. 
This  variety  has  not  been  as  bad  as  CP 
72-356  in  brittleness  and  we  think  that  it 


will  be  acceptable  in  harvestability  in 
time.  As  with  all  varieties  the  real  test  as 
to  whether  or  not  it  can  become  an  accept- 
able variety  is  what  will  happen  to  it  once 
it  gets  planted  around  the  belt.  Only  time 
and  experience  will  find  the  answer  to  this 
question. 

It  is  felt  that  this  variety  can  help  the 
industry.  With  its  acceptable  yield  and 
stubbling  ability,  along  with  its  moderate 
resistance  to  smut,  it  should  play  some 
role  in  the  varietal  picture  for  most 
growers.  Growers  should  be  advised  to 
order  some  seed  cane  of  CP  79-318. 


FIELD  DAYS 

The  field  days  are  now  upon  us  and 
growers  would  do  well  to  attend  at  least 
the  one  in  your  area.  Your  county  agent 
spends  a  great  deal  of  time  setting  these 
plots  up  to  demonstrate  to  you  the  most 
recent  practices  which  can  help  you 
become  a  better  grower.  At  most  of  the 
field  days  there  will  be  a  discussion  of  the 
new  variety,  CP  79-318.  The  schedule  for 
field  days  this  year  is  as  follows: 

July  15  —  L.S.U.  Area  Sugarcane 
Field  Day  —  Iberville,  West  Baton  Rouge, 
Pointe  Coupee  and  St.  John  Parishes.  St. 
Gabriel,  LA. 

July  24  —  Lafourche  Parish  Field 
Day.  Raceland,  LA. 

July  28  —  Assumption  Parish  Field 
Day.  Labadieville,  LA. 

July  30  -  Iberia  Parish  Field  Day. 
Loreauville,  LA. 

July  31  —  Terrebonne  Parish  Ag  Day. 
Houma,  LA. 

August  5  —  St.  Mary  Parish  Field 
Day.  Franklin,  LA. 

August  6  —  St.  James  Parish  Field 
Day.  St.  James,  LA. 

August  7  —  St.  Martin  Parish  Field 
Day.  St.  Martinville,  LA. 

August  14  —  Ascension  Parish  Field 
Day.  Donaldsonville,  LA. 
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TAKES  NO 
PRISONERS 


PYDRIN®  insecticide 
helps  you  stop  the 
troublesome  sugarcane 
borer  before  it  can  do 
deadly  damage. 
Nothing  controls  this 
pest  more  effectively. 
First,  PYDRIN  kills 
by  direct  contact.  Then, 
through  its  long  residual 
action,  it  continues  to 
stop  the  borer  long  after 


application.  The  long 
residual  of  PYDRIN, 
plus  its  resistance  to 
washoff,  can  mean 
less  respraying. 

The  cost  per  acre  is 
much  less  than  other  in- 
secticides, so  you'll  get 
excellent  control  and 
save  money. 

Another  advantage: 
the  low  toxicity  of 


PYDRIN  to  man,  other 
mammals  and  birds 
makes  it  less  hazardous 
to  mix  and  apply. 

Ask  your  dealer 
for  PYDRIN.  When  it 
comes  to  sugarcane 
borer,  PYDRIN  takes  no 
prisoners.  PYDRIN  is  a 
restricted  use  pesticide. 
Always  read  and  follow 
label  directions  carefully. 


E.I.  DU  PONT  DE  NEMOURS  &  CO.  (INC.) 
AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS  DEPARTMENT,  WILMINGTON,  DE  19898. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


CONGRESS  APPROVES 

SUPPLEMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS  BILL 

After  weeks  of  wrangling,  a  joint 
House-Senate  conference  committee  broke 
an  impasse  over  an  arms  control  provision 
included  in  the  supplemental  appropria- 
tions bill  clearing  the  way  for  its  approval 
by  Congress.  More  than  half  of  the  $9.4 
billion  spending  bill  is  allocated  for  the 
Commodity  Credit  Corporation  to  resume 
crops  loans  and  farm  payments  which 
have  been  suspended  for  two  months  due 
to  lack  of  funding.  The  rest  of  the  money 
is  earmarked  for  numerous  other  govern- 
ment programs  that  would  run  out  of 
funds  before  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  on 
September  30  without  this  additional 
funding. 

The  House  approved  the  conference 
report  on  June  30,  and  the  Senate  on  the 
following  day,  July  1.  The  measure  has 
now  been  sent  to  the  White  House  where 
the  President  has  ten  days  to  either  sign 
it  into  law  or  veto  it.  Removal  of  the  arms 
control  provision  eliminated  the  ad- 
ministration's biggest  objection,  and  it  ap- 
pears the  President  will  sign  the  bill  into 
law.  CCC  funds  would  be  available  as  soon 
as  the  bill  becomes  law. 

SENATE  BEGINS  DEBATE 
ON  TRADE  BILL 

The  Senate  began  consideration  of  its 
version  of  a  trade  bill  on  June  23  and  con- 
tinued debate  on  it  until  adjourning  July 
2  for  the  Independence  Day  Recess.  The 
legislation,  written  by  nine  Senate  com- 
mittees, is  aimed  at  opening  other  coun- 
tries' markets  to  U.S.  exports  by 
strengthening  unfair  trade  laws.  In  open- 
ing the  debate,  Senator  Lloyd  Bentsen  (D- 
Tex.),  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee which  wrote  the  final  bill,  strongly 
urged  the  Senate  to  keep  the  Committee 
bill  intact  and  to  resist  any  amendments 
to  change  it. 

However,  the  Reagan  Administration 
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has  stated  its  serious  objection  to  certain 
provisions  in  the  Senate  trade  package 
and  has  indicated  the  President  will  veto 
it  if  certain  changes  are  not  made,  par- 
ticularly the  section  limiting  the  Presi- 
dent's power  to  avoid  taking  retaliatory 
action  in  certain  trade  cases. 

After  more  than  a  week  of  debate,  on- 
ly a  few  of  the  several  dozen  amendments 
which  may  be  offered  to  the  bill  had  been 
debated.  One  amendment,  strongly  sup- 
ported by  the  Administration  but  oppos- 
ed by  Senator  Bentsen,  stripped  a  pro- 
vision that  would  have  allowed  the  Presi- 
dent to  impose  a  tax  on  imported  oil  to 
lessen  U.S.  dependence  on  oil  imports  from 
the  Middle  East.  Another  amendment  to 
allow  U.S.  companies  to  go  to  federal  court 
instead  of  the  International  Trade  Com- 
mission to  stop  other  countries  from  dump- 
ing products  in  the  United  States  at  less 
than  fair  market  value  was  defeated. 

The  sugar  drawback  issue  has  not 
come  up  for  debate  yet.  Reportedly,  the 
Administration  is  trying  to  get  someone 
to  sponsor  an  amendment  to  strike  the 
drawback  provisions  from  the  bill,  but  at 
press  time  had  not  found  any  Senator  will- 
ing to  do  so.  It  had  also  been  reported  that 
Senators  Dodd  (D-Conn.)  and  Bradley 
(D-N.J.  >)  had  sugar-related  amendments 
ready  to  offer,  but  had  decided  against  try- 
ing  to  get  them  included  in  the  trade  bill. 

The  Senate  is  scheduled  to  resume 
debate  on  the  trade  bill  when  Congress 
returns  from  its  recess  on  July  7. 

1987  INTERNATIONAL 
SWEETENER  SYMPOSIUM 

This  is  your  last  chance  to  register  for 
the  fourth  annual  International  Sweeten- 
er Symposium.  The  symposium  is  being 
held  July  29-31, 1987  at  the  Marriott  Crys- 1 
tal  Gateway  Hotel  outside  Washington, 
D.C.  It  is  sponsored  by  the  U.S.  Sweetener 
Producers  Group  (USSPG)  of  which  the 
League  is  a  member.  If  you  are  interested 
in  attending,  contact  the  League  office. 

THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


LIST  OF  STATIONS  WHERE  C.P.  79-318  IS  AVAILABLE 


The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  has  been  directed  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Lou- 
isiana Agricultural  Experiment  Station  to  undertake  a  fair  and  impartial  distribution  of  the  newly  released 
variety  of  cane  known  as  C.P.  79-318. 

A  number  of  plots  of  this  cane  are  subject  to  this  distribution.  It  has  been  grown  with  the  understanding 
that  those  growing  it  shall  be  paid  for  it  at  the  price  of  mill  cane  plus  a  bonus,  and  the  League  is  authorized 
by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  to  charge  a  distribu- 
tion fee  of  $1.00  per  ton. 

If  you  wish  some  of  this  cane  please  fill  out  the  application  blank.  NO  OTHER  FORM  OF  APPLICA- 
TION WILL  BE  ACCEPTED  AND  IT  MUST  BE  RECEIVED  AT  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR 
CANE  LEAGUE,  615  WHITNEY  BUILDING,  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA.  70130  NOT  LATER  THAN  FRIDAY 
AUGUST  14,  1987. 

The  price  of  the  cane  is  $35.00  per  ton,  cut  and  loaded  on  your  vehicle  at  the  secondary  station.  The  cane 
will  be  cut  with  a  harvester.  There  is  no  guarantee  expressed  or  implied  that  the  seed  offered  is  free  of  mix- 
tures, diseases,  insects  and/or  weed  seeds. 

For  the  convenience  of  the  delivering  and  handling  of  the  purchase  of  C.P.  79-318  the  League  is  offering 
the  purchaser  three  choices  of  locations  from  which  to  purchase  the  cane. 

There  is  a  possibility  smut  will  be  found  next  spring  in  fields  of  C.P.  79-318  that  were  planted  from  seed 
that  had  no  smut  found  this  year.  On  August  14,  1987,  all  seed  will  be  allocated  and  there  will  be  no  swit- 
ching of  stations  after  that  date. 

The  secondary  stations  possessing  C.P.  79-318  are: 


Parish 


Station 


Operator 


Address 


Ascension 


Assumption 


Iberia 


Iberville 

Lafayette 
Lafourche 

Point  Coupee 

St.  James 

St.  John 
St.  Martin 

St.  Mary 


Terrebonne 

W.  Baton  Rouge 


New  Hope 
Evan  Hall 
Belle  Alliance 

Lula 

Westfield 
Glenwood 
Little  Texas 
Cedar  Grove 
Thibodeaux  Bros. 

Caroline 

Northside  Pltg.  Co. 
Lawrence  Dugas 
Ulysse  Gonsoulin 
Enterprise 
Ronald  Hebert 

St.  Louis 
Cannonburge 

Triple  V  Farm 

Leighton 
Raceland 
McLeod 

Alma 

Frank  Pearce  &  Sons 

Graugnard  Farms 
Martin  &  Poche 

Glendale 

Comb  Farm 
Levert  St.  John 
P  &  R  Farms  Inc. 

Calumet  Farms 

Sterling 

Breaux  Bros. 

Martin  Ridge  Pltn. 

Ralph  Longman 

Allain 

Leroy  &  Wayne  Leblanc 

Belle  Grove 
Magnolia 

Cinclare 


James  Thibaut 
Churchill  &  Thibaut 
Churchill  &  Thibaut 

Savoie  Farms 
Dugas  &  Leblanc 
Thibaut  Farms 
Donald  Peltier 
E.  G.  Robichaux  Co. 
Thibodeaux  Bros. 

Herman  Walet 
Ricky  &  Jackie  Judice 
Lawrence  Dugas 
Ronald  Gonsoulin 
M.  A.  Patout  &  Son 
Ronald  Hebert 

Andrew  Gay 
Ross  Campesi,  Jr. 

Dan  &  Wilson  Viator 

Arcement  Equip. 
South  Coast  Sugars 
Valentine  Sugars 

Alma  Pltg.  Co. 
Frank  Pearce  &  Sons 

Graugnard  Farms 
Martin  &  Poche 

T.  Lanaux  &  Sons 

Jackie  Comb 
Levert  St.  John 
Jim  Rodriquez 

Frank  Martin,  Jr. 
Sterling  Sugars 
Herbert  Breaux 
Pat  Accardo 
Ralph  Longman 
A.  V.  Allain  &  Sons 
Leroy  &  Wayne  Leblanc 

Sylvester  Hebert 
Daniel  Naquin 

Harry  L.  Laws  &  Co. 


Donaldsonville 
Donaldsonville 
Donaldsonville 

Belle  Rose 

Paincourtville 

Napoleonville 

Napoleonville 

Labadieville 

Labadieville 

Loreauville 
New  Iberia 
New  Iberia 
New  Iberia 
Patoutville 
Jeanerette 

Plaquemine 
White  Castle 

Youngsville 

Thibodaux 

Raceland 

Lockport 

Lakeland 
Maringouin 

St.  James 
Paulina 

Lucy 

Breaux  Bridge 
St.  Martinville 
Breaux  Bridge 

Patterson 

Franklin 

Franklin 

Franklin 

Bladwin 

Baldwin 

Baldwin 

Schriever 
Schriever 

Port  Allen 
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THE  LAST  DAY  ON  WHICH  APPLICATIONS  FOR  SEED  CANE 
OF  C.P.  79-318  CAN  BE  ACCEPTED  IS  AUGUST  14,  1987 

The  cane  will  cost  $35.00  per  ton. 

The  League  will  keep  $1.00  per  ton  and  give  the  rest  to  the  Secondary  Stations. 

The  League  will  make  every  effort  to  fill  orders  at  locations  selected  by  applicants. 

Tear  Off  Application  Below  and  Mail 
APPLICATION  FOR  C.P.  79-318  SEED  CANE 


Date 


To  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 
615  Whitney  Building,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Gentlemen: 

I  hereby  apply  for tons  of  C.P.  79-318  seed  cane:  I  agree  to  pay  when 

an  allocation  is  given  to  me,  and  I  am  to  be  notified  concerning  this  and  supplied  with  the 
name  and  address  of  the  grower  from  whom  I  am  to  get  the  cane,  which  I  will  send  for 
on  delivery  dates  in  September  or  October  1987.  I  understand  that  this  cane  will  not  be 
trash  free. 

If  for  any  reason  this  order  cannot  be  filled,  it  is  understood  that  my  money  will  be 
returned  to  me. 

My  1987  total  acreage  in  cane  for  sugar  and  seed  is acres. 

My  choice  of  locations  are: 

1st  choice 


2nd  choice 


3rd  choice 


This  application  is  made  with  the  full  understanding  on  my  part  that  it  may  not  be 
possible  to  get  as  much  cane  as  I  apply  for,  and  that  there  is  no  guarantee  expressed  or 
implied  that  this  seed  is  free  of  diseases,  mixtures,  insects  and/or  weed  seeds. 

My  farm  location  is  between  these  two  towns; and   . 

PLEASE  PRINT 

Name  


Mailing  Address 


City Zip 

DO  NOT  SEND  MONEY  NOW. 
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1987  CALIFORNIA  AG  TOUR 


by  Thomas  M.  Warner 


On  the  morning  of  Saturday,  May 
30,  54  persons  from  the  Louisiana  sugar 
industry  gathered  at  New  Orleans  Inter- 
national Airport  for  the  first  part  of  the 
1987  California  Ag  Tour.  The  nonstop 
flight  to  Los  Angeles  went  smoothly  and 
without  a  hitch,  with  the  70  degree 
temperatures  in  L.A.  being  a  welcome 
relief. 

After  getting  settled  in  the 
Hollywood  hotel,  the  group  relaxed  and 
started  talking  about  the  upcoming  tour 
of  the  famed  San  Joaquin  Valley  of 
California.  On  Monday  morning,  the 
group  was  up  early  and  ready  to  go.  The 
bus  was  loaded  and  departed  for  the 
drive  to  Bakersfield. 

The  group  met  Ben  Goodwin,  the  Ex- 
ecutive Manager  of  the  California  Beet 
Growers  Association,  who  coordinated 
the  entire  agricultural  tour  for  us.  The 
first  stop  was  a  carrot  packing  opera- 
tion, owned  by  Shell  Oil  Company.  The 
troughs,  belts,  and  conveyors  moving 
carrots  around  resembled  the  Los 
Angeles  Freeway  System!  No  one  in  the 
group  had  ever  seen  so  many  carrots 
moving  in  so  many  directions  in  all  their 
lives. 

After  lunch  the  group  drove  around 
the  Bakersfield  area,  stopping  at 
various  places  to  view  literally  dozens 
of  crops.  We  then  visited  Jackson  and 
Perkins,  the  world's  largest  producer  of 
rose  bushes.  J  &  P  operates  a  2200  acre 
rose  farm,  with  every  type  of  rose  im- 
aginable grown  there.  The  colors  were 
simply  out  of  sight.  It  takes  two  years 
to  produce  a  saleable  rose  bush.  One 
acre  of  roses  grosses  $50,000. 

Later  that  afternoon,  we  went  to 
Calcott,  a  cotton  marketing  coop  for  the 
cotton  growers  of  California.  We  learned 
cotton  prices  are  very  good  and  the  cur- 


rent California  cotton  crop  is  off  to  a 
good  start. 

After  spending  the  night  in 
Bakersfield,  the  group  loaded  up  and 
journeyed  to  the  farm  of  George  Watts, 
who  besides  being  a  sugar  beet  farmer, 
is  pretty  good  at  pitching  horseshoes. 
(No  one  in  the  group  dared  to  challenge 
him.)  Mr.  Watte  took  our  people  to  a 
nearby  dairy,  where  1700  head  of  Hol- 
stein  cows  are  milked  twice  daily.  The 
daily  production  per  cow  averaged  71/2 
gallons  of  milk.  To  milk  the  herd  takes 
approximately  8  hours  and  there  is  a  dif- 
ferent shift  for  each  milking.  The  cows 
have  never  been  on  a  pasture.  Milk  is 
picked  up  twice  daily.  It  was  truly  an 
amazing  operation. 

We  toured  different  crops  in  the  area 
and  passed  by  a  farm  equipment  rental 
service.  In  the  large  yard  was  practical- 
ly every  type  of  farm  equipment  made, 
in  all  sizes,  that  a  farmer  could  come  in 
and  rent  by  the  hour,  day,  week,  etc.  Mr. 
Watte  said  it  was  very  successful. 

After  viewing  a  citrus-packing 
operation,  the  group  visited  an  almond 
orchard.  It  got  pretty  hot  on  this  par- 
ticular afternoon,  so  hot  that  the  asphalt 
parking  lot  we  were  walking  on  was 
beginning  to  melt.  On  the  way  to  the 
hotel  late  that  afternoon,  two  time  and 
temperature  signs  showed  105  and  106 
degrees,  respectively.  And  we  were 
there  during  the  cooler  part  of  the 
summer! 

After  a  good  night's  rest,  the  group 
headed  over  to  Mendota  to  the  Spreckels 
Sugar  Company,  to  view  sugarbeets. 
This  particular  plant  had  very  few  beets 
planted  around  it  and  we  learned  beets 
were  shipped  from  as  far  as  110  miles 
away.  We  toured  the  beet  plant  and  also 
(Continued  on  page  10) 
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(Continued  from  page  9) 


viewed  the  removal  of  any  trash,  beet 
tops,  etc.,  that  comes  in  with  a  load  of 
beets,  including  dirt.  This  "trash"  is 
trucked  to  the  back  of  the  plant  and 
dumped  in  a  feed  lot  where  the  cattle  eat 
virtually  anything  that  is  put  there. 

We  also  viewed  solar  drying  of  the 
beet  pulp,  which  is  the  residue  of  the 
sugar  beet.  This  pulp  resembles  very 
fibrous  shredded  wheat  with  a  small 
amount  of  molasses  added.  The  pulp  is 
trucked  to  an  oval  blacktop  "racetrack", 
where  it  is  dumped  and  spread  out  about 
2  to  3  inches  thick.  It  stays  there  for  a 
couple  of  days  to  dry,  is  relocated,  and 
fed  as  cattle  fed.  We  also  visited  a  beet 
harvest  in  operation.  The  particular 
field  we  saw  was  producing  40  tons  of 
beets  per  acre  with  17  percent  sugar.  It 
was  not  your  typical  sugar  beet  field. 

After  lunch,  we  journeyed  to  the  San 
Luis  Reservoir  where  we  saw  a  film  and 
photographs  of  how  the  entire  Califor- 
nia aqueduct  system  operates.  The 
Valley  grows  some  200  different  crops 
and  is  truly  one  of  the  most  productive 
agricultural  regions  of  the  world. 
Almost  everywhere  we  visited,  the  an- 
nual rainfall  was  5  to  10  inches.  Irriga- 
tion is  a  must  and  without  water,  the 
valley  is  just  another  desert.  Most  of  the 
water  is  stored  in  tremendous  reservoirs 
located  around  the  state,  filled  during 
the  spring  and  summer  from  melting 
snow.  Water  is  moved  hundreds  of  miles 
and  is  costly  —  anywhere  from  $50  to 
$200  per  acre,  depending  on  the  crop, 
location,  and  rainfall. 

Everywhere  we  went,  from  the 
freeways  of  Los  Angeles  to  the  Pacific 
seashore,  irrigation  was  being  used.  It 
costs  to  buy  the  water  but  without  it 
there  is  nothing.  With  the  irrigation, 
water  and  fertilizer  are  applied  when 


needed  and  in  the  proper  quantity.  Good 
soil,  fertilizer,  and  hot  weather  spells 
growth  and  can  they  grow  the  crops  in 
the  valley. 

Why  isn't  sugar  cane  grown  there? 
It  was  tried  several  several  years  ago 
but  due  to  high  water  demands, 
stringent  burning  regulations,  and 
trash  on  highways,  the  idea  was 
dropped.  There  is  no  doubt  cane  can 
grow  there. 

We  then  left  the  heat  of  the  Valley 
and  journeyed  to  Monterrey,  where  we 
spent  the  night.  The  group  journeyed  on 
to  San  Francisco  and  later  in  the  week 
drove  to  the  Napa  Valley,  where  we 
visited  two  different  wineries. 

On  Sunday,  the  group  readied  itself 
for  various  destinations.  Most  headed 
for  home  while  some  flew  over  to  Las 
Vegas  to  win  a  fortune.  Some  stayed  for 
extended  stays  in  San  Francisco  and 
nearby  Reno. 

This  trip  would  not  have  been  possi- 
ble except  for  the  expert  assistance  of 
Ben  Goodwin  of  the  California  Beet 
Growers  Association.  Ben  made  all  the 
arrangements  for  the  field  tours  and 
spent  almost  three  days  with  the  group 
showing  us  around.  His  valuable 
assistance  was  very  much  appreciated. 

(Photos  of  trip  on  pages  11,  12  &  13) 


POSITION  WANTED 

Field  Manager  or 

Field  Contact  Man 

for  Louisiana  sugar  mill. 

25  years  experience, 
Agricultural  graduate 

Reply  to  Ad  SB-1 ,  ASCL 
615  Whitney  Building, 

New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
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The  photo  shows  a  small  part  of  the  carrot  packing  plant,  with  employees  constantly  grading 
the  carrots. 
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A  total  of  88  oranges  go  into  each  and  every  box,  and  it  doesn't  take  the  workers— all  female 
—  to  do  it,  since  they  are  paid  by  the  box. 
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The  group  is  shown  in  the  grading  department  of  Calcott. 


Note  on  the  left  side  of  this  photo  the  truck  tracks.  The  "mud"  shown  is  actually  melted  asphalt 
caused  by  105  degree  temperatures. 
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Two  members  of  the  group  hold  up  a  sugar  beet.  The  field  we  visited  was  yielding  40  tons 
of  beets  per  acre. 
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The  sugarbeet  harvester  comes  along  and  pinches  the  beets  out  of  the  ground,  lifts  them  over 
a  rolling  grate  to  remove  trash  and  dirt,  and  can  hold  a  small  amount  of  beets  while  a  truck 
arrives. 


Sugarbeets  are  shown  in  this  photo  after  the  foliage  and  top  have  been  removed  by  a  bush  hog. 
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The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Cookbook 

FromThe  Sugar  ^Oipl 


—  FromThe 

Sugar 
JBowl 


FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL  recipes  were  submitted  by 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.  Each  recipe  uses  sugar  —  the  natural  sweetener 
containing  only  16  calories  per  teaspoon. 


A  Collection  of  Cajun  Recipes  From 
Louisiana  Sugar  Families  &  Their  Friends 


A  must  for  collectors 

The  perfect  gift  for  a  friend  - 

Order  today  to  assure  your 

First  edition  copy! 


A  Collection  of  Cajun  Recipes  From  Louisiana 
Sugar  Families  and  Their  Friends 

A  Complete  Cookbook  with  500  Recipes  Ranging 
From  Appetizers  to  Desserts 


Full  Color  Spiral-Bound  Cover:  Cross  Indexed  For 
Easy  Reference 


Proceeds  Benefit  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Research 

Custom  Packed  in 
Cartons  of  12  or  24 


Mail  checks  to:    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 

416  Whitney  Building 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 


Please  send  me 


copies  at  $12.50  per  book  plus  $1.95  per  book  postage  and 


handling,  for  a  total  of  $14.45. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to:    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 


N; 


Address 


City. 


State. 


Zip. 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  book  will  be  used  to  further  research  in  the  areas  of  sugar  cane  production  and  processing. 
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SENCOR. 
GUTHION. 


Sugarcane  Update. 
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Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop. 


Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable 
protection  from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do  better 
than  SENCOR  herbicide  and 
GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you  control  of 
grass  and  broadleaf  weeds 
before  they  become  a 
problem.  Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of  sugar- 
cane borer,  and  long 
residual  control  even  in 
hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you  ap- 
plication flexibility,  at  a  price 
that  makes  good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg  TMs  of  Bayer  AG,  Leverkusen 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 


THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  LA  70181 


CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 


COMMERCIAL  BANK  &  TRUST  COMPANY 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  LA  70538 


DEEP  SOUTH  CO-OP.  ASSN.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  1066  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 


F.  C.  SCHAFFER  &  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

1020  Florida  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


FREEPORT  SULPHUR  COMPANY 
P.O.  Box  61520         New  Orleans,  LA  70161 


Manard  Molasses  Division 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

700  Whitney  Building 

New  Orleans,  LA  70130 


NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

FARM  CREDIT 
BANK  OF  JACKSON 

P.O.  Box  16099 
Jackson,  MS  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

Route  7,Box  49-F 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Pelican  State  Lime  Division 

RADCLIFF  MATERIALS,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1637  Morgan  City,  LA  70380 

SELF  INSURANCE,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1149 

New  Iberia,  LA  70561-1149 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

FIRST  SOUTH  PRODUCTION 
CREDIT  ASSOCIATION 

P.O.  Box  15427 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70895 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620         New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

THOMPSON  MACHINERY  CO.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 
228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
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Sugarmark  items  pictured  above: 
(clockwise)  potholder,  button,  tote 
bag,  coffee  mug,  pencil  holder,  and 
T-shirt.  All  Sugarmark  items  are  of 
good  quality. 


Please  fill  in  the  form  and 
return  it  to  Sugarmark  head- 
quarters to  place  your  order. 

Delivery  will  usually  only  take  2-3 
weeks,  but  allow  4-6  weeks  for 
large  orders  of  a  single  item.  All 
glass  merchandise  comes  in- 
dividually packaged  in  cor- 
rugated mailers  to  prevent 
breakage. 

For  information 
please  call 

SUGARMARK 

at  202  •628-0189 


HANDY  ORDER 
FORM 


# 

Quantity 

$  Amount 

101      Potholder                  $1.00 

102      Coffee  Mug                $  3.75 

103      Sugar  Bowl                $  4.00 

104      Apron                       $  7.00 

105      Keyring                    $1.00 

106      Tote  Bag                  $  4.50 

107      Cookie  Jar                $  5.00 

108      Sugar  Crystals            $  3.00 

109      Sugar  Shaker             $  3.00 

125      Button                       $   .50 

128      Window  Decal            $  .50 

129A    T-shirt  (child)              $4.00 

129B    T-shirt  (med.)             $4.00 

129C    T-shirt  (Ige.)               $4.00 

129D    T-shirt  (X-lge.)            $4.00 

130      Memo  Cube               $  4.25 

133      Round  Sticker/ 100      $6.00 

134      Pencil  Holder             $  3.00 

135      Magnet                     $  .40 

Shipping/handling    $1 0.00 


TOTAL  $ 


Name 


Company 
Address  _ 


ZIP. 


Send  this  form  with  your  check  to: 

Sugarmark 

The  Sugar  Association 
1511  K  Street,  NW 
Washington,  DC  20005 


JULY  15,  1987 


FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

DR.  RICHARD  BREAUX  RETIRES  -  DR.  REX  MILLHOLLON 
NEW  STATION  LEADER  -  CP  79-318  DEADLINE 


This  September  Dr.  Richard  Breaux 
will  retire  from  the  ARS-USDA  after 
nearly  30  years  of  service.  Dr.  Breaux 
has  worked  in  the  breeding  program 
there  and  at  LSU  during  his  entire 
career.. 

Dr.  Breaux  graduated  in  1946  from 
Franklin  High  School  in  his  home  town 
where  he  was  reared  on  a  sugarcane 
farm.  He  then  received  his  B.S.  Degree 
in  general  agriculture  from 
Southwestern  Louisiana  Institute  in 
1949.  He  received  his  M.S.  and  Ph.D 
degrees  in  the  Agronomy  Department  at 
LSU  in  1951  and  1953.  After  two  years 
in  the  U.S.  Army  he  returned  to  LSU 
where  he  worked  as  an  Assistant  Plant 
Pathologist  in  the  sugarcane  breeding 
program.  In  1959  he  was  appointed  as 
a  Research  Agronomist  in  sugarcane 
breeding  and  selection  at  the  USDA  Sta- 
tion in  Houma. 

During  his  career,  Dick  has  been  a 
part  of  the  testing  and  release  of  at  least 
1 C  new  varieties  to  the  Louisiana  sugar 
industry.  During  this  work  as  a  breeder 
and  selector  of  sugarcane  seedlings,  he 
has  walked  through  and  selected  from 
at  least  2  million  potential  varieties. 
Many  of  these  varieties  have  been  incor- 
porated into  tests  from  which  our  com- 
mercial varieties  were  selected  while 
countless  others  were  incorporated  into 
the  breeding  program  to  help  develop 
even  better  varieties. 

Dr.  Breaux  has  not  only  been  in- 
volved in  the  selection  of  new  varieties 
for  higher  yield,  but  also  in  the  improve- 
ment of  these  varieties  for  other 
characteristics  as  well.  He  has  spent 
much  of  his  career  selecting  for 
resistance  to  mosaic  in  these  new  canes. 
The  data  indicate  that  he  has  made 


significant  progress  in  this  aspect. 

In  addition  to  his  work  in  the  selec- 
tion of  new  varieties,  Dick  has  worked 
through  countless  experiments  and 
trials  to  improve  the  breeding  program 
and  the  selection  techniques  in  it  so  that 
better  varieties  can  be  developed  in  as 
short  a  period  as  possible.  In  all  of  this 
work  he  has  been  a  part  of  an  effective 
team  of  researchers  in  the  breeding  pro- 
gram for  which  he  has  been  responsible. 
Sugarcane  variety  selection  can  be  a 
grueling  and  often  an  unpleasant  task. 
His  many  years  of  service  point  out  his 
dedication  to  this  industry. 

During  the  last  three  years  Dr. 
Breaux  has  served  as  Research  Leader 
for  the  USDA  Station  in  Houma.  Dur- 
ing this  time  he  has  further  improved 
the  research  activities  of  the  Station,  Dr. 
Rex  Millhollon,  Research  Agronomist, 
will  assume  the  research  leadership 
duties  for  the  Houma  Station  upon  Dr. 
Breaux's  retirement. 

Dr.  Rex  Millhollon,  a  native  of 
Snyder,  Texas,  received  his  B.S.  degree 
from  Texas  A&M  and  his  M.S.  and 
Ph.D.  degrees  from  the  University  of 
Arizona.  He  was  appointed  as  a 
Research  Agronomist  with  the  USDA  in 
1961  and  has  been  responsible  for  con- 
ducting research  in  weed  control  of 
sugarcane  since  that  time. 

Our  best  wishes  go  out  to  Dr.  Breaux 
and  his  family  upon  his  retirement  and 
our  congratulations  to  Dr.  Millhollon 
upon  his  promotion. 

CP  79-318  DEADLINE  FOR 
APPLICATION  AUGUST  14,  1987 

The  deadline  for  the  application  of 
seed  cane  of  CP  79-318  is  August  14, 
(Continued  on  page  14) 
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Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop. 


Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable 
protection  from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do  better 
than  SENCOR  herbicide  and 
GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you  control  of 
grass  and  broadleaf  weeds 
before  they  become  a 
problem.  Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of  sugar- 
cane borer,  and  long 
residual  control  even  in 
hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you  ap- 
plication flexibility,  at  a  price 
that  makes  good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg.  TMs  of  Bayer  AG,  Leverkusen 
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Agricultural  Chemicals  Division 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


TRADE  BILL 

The  Senate  is  continuing  to  work  on 
its  version  of  an  omnibus  trade  bill  with 
a  vote  on  final  passage  scheduled  for  Ju- 
ly 21.  In  action  on  July  17,  the  Senate 
defeated,  on  a  roll  call  vote  of  49  to  44, 
an  amendment  offered  by  Senator 
Chafee  (R-R.L)  to  eliminate  the  sugar 
drawback  provisions  from  the  omnibus 
trade  bill.  The  drawback  provisions 
would  extend  the  deadline  for  applying 
for  a  refund  of  Customs  duties  and 
would  enable  cane  sugar  refiners  to  con- 
tinue to  export  sugar  and  avoid  further 
refinery  closings.  The  bill  was  initially 
co-sponsored  by  Senators  Bennett 
Johnston  (D-La.)  and  John  Breaux  CD- 
La.)  and  its  provisions  were  adopted  as 
an  amendment  to  the  trade  bill  during 
Finance  Committee  consideration.  The 
Administration  strongly  opposed  the 
drawback  section  and  worked  extreme- 
ly hard  to  have  it  eliminated.  However, 
with  the  leadership  and  support  of 
Senators  Johnston  and  Breaux  during 
Senate  floor  debate,  the  Chafee  amend- 
ment was  defeated.  Drawback  provi- 
sions are  also  included  in  the  House 
trade  bill. 

In  other  action,  the  Senate  voted  to 
retain  a  provision  requiring  employers 
of  100  or  more  full-time  workers  to  give 
60  days'  notice  of  plant  closings  and 
massive  layoffs  exceeding  six  months  or 
of  indefinite  duration.  Funds  were  in- 
cluded for  adjustment  and  training  ser- 
vices for  workers  who  have  lost  or  are 
about  to  lose  their  jobs.  The  Senate  also 
voted  to  increase  the  President's  discre- 
tion to  deny  import  relief  to  domestic  in- 
dustries by  allowing  him  to  deny  import 
relief  recommended  by  the  International 
Trade  Commission  if  it  would  put 
disproportionate  burden  on  the  poor, 


hurt  national  security  or  another  in- 
dustry using  product,  cause  loss  of  more 
jobs  than  it  would  create,  or  put 
disproportionate  burden  on  agricultural 
exports,  employment  or  income.  In  ad- 
dition, the  President  is  authorized  to 
consider  whether  his  action  would  result 
in  retaliation  against  agriculture. 

U.S.  ANNOUNCES  PLAN 

TO  ELIMINATE 

AGRICULTURE  SUBSIDIES 

The  Reagan  Administration  formal- 
ly proposed  that  all  nations  eliminate  all 
forms  of  government  farm  subsidies  by 
the  year  2000.  Although  specific  details 
were  not  included,  the  plan  calls  for  the 
elimination,  over  a  ten  year  period,  of 
all  export  subsidies,  all  barriers  to  each 
other's  markets  (including  tariffs  and 
quotas),  and  all  domestic  subsidies  that 
affect  trade.  It  suggests  that  negotiators 
use  some  kind  of  "common 
denominator"  to  measure  level  of  coun- 
tries' subsidies.  Farm  policies  that  pro- 
vide payments  to  farmers  and  do  not  af- 
fect pricing  or  production  decisions 
would  not  have  to  be  eliminated.  U.S.  of- 
ficials hope  an  agreement  can  be 
negotiated  by  the  end  of  1988,  but  the 
proposal  faces  strong  opposition  from 
other  governments  and  from  Congress. 
In  fact,  a  spokesman  for  the  European 
Community  said  the  EC  would  strong- 
ly resist  the  U.S.  proposal. 

PRESIDENT  SIGNS 

SUPPLEMENTAL 

APPROPRIATIONS 

On  July  11  the  President  signed  a 
$6.4   billion   supplemental   appropria- 
tions bill  which  included  $5.6  billion  for 
the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  $1.1 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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SUGARCANE  BORER 


PYDRIN. 
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TAKES  NO 
PRISONERS 


PYDRIN®  insecticide 
helps  you  stop  the 
troublesome  sugarcane 
borer  before  it  can  do 
deadly  damage. 
Nothing  controls  this 
pest  more  effectively. 
First,  PYDRIN  kills 
by  direct  contact.  Then, 
through  its  long  residual 
action,  it  continues  to 
stop  the  borer  long  after 


application.  The  long 
residual  of  PYDRIN, 
plus  its  resistance  to 
washoff,  can  mean 
less  respraying. 

The  cost  per  acre  is 
much  less  than  other  in- 
secticides, so  you'll  get 
excellent  control  and 
save  money. 

Another  advantage: 
the  low  toxicity  of 


PYDRIN  to  man,  other 
mammals  and  birds 
makes  it  less  hazardous 
to  mix  and  apply. 

Ask  your  dealer 
for  PYDRIN.  When  it 
comes  to  sugarcane 
borer,  PYDRIN  takes  no 
prisoners.  PYDRIN  is  a 
restricted  use  pesticide. 
Always  read  and  follow 
label  directions  carefully. 
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E.I.  DU  PONT  DE  NEMOURS  &  CO.  (INC.) 
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The  Truth  About  Blood  Sugar 

(Reprint  from  Sugar  &  Health,  a  Newsletter  from  The  Sugar  Association,  Inc.) 


Are  you  tired,  run-down,  listless?  Do 
your  children  cause  you  anxiety?  Do  you 
ever  wonder  what  life  is  all  about?  Are 
you  suffering  from  bubonic  plague?  Have 
you  recently  shot  five  or  more  people?  If 
you  answered  "yes"  to  any  or  all  of  these 
questions,  you  undoubtedly  have  a  pro- 
blem with  your  blood  sugar. 

Fluctuation  in  blood  glucose  levels 
has  not  actually  been  blamed  for  infec- 
tions disease  or  mass  murder.  But  it 
does  provide  a  favorite  excuse  for  many 
malaises,  especially  the  ones  that  have 
no  other  apparent  cause.  Many  people 
believe  that  their  energy  levels  waver 
in  conjunction  with  their  blood  sugar. 
Lethargy,  excitability,  sweating,  and 
confusion  have  been  blamed  on  blood 
sugar  variations. 

A  charge  that  we  often  hear  at  the 
Sugar  Association  is  that  when  you  eat 
sugar,  your  blood  glucose  level 
skyrockets  and  then  plummets,  putting 
you  through  the  gamut  of  mental  states 
from  frenzy  to  coma.  This  theory  is 
dubious  at  best.  Little  scientific  informa- 
tion exists,  precisely  because  most  scien- 
tists consider  the  issue  unworthy  of  in- 
vestigation. As  one  physician  puts  it, 
"No  one  has  ever  shown  that  the  rate  of 
the  fall  of  blood  glucose  within  the  nor- 
mal range  during  ordinary  living  gives 
rise  to  spontaneous  symptons."  But  lay 
publications  abound  with  theories  on 
the  subject,  many  of  which  are  un- 
substantiated and  self-contradictory. 

To  settle  some  of  the  confusion  sur- 
rounding the  issues  of  blood  sugar,  car- 
bohydrate metabolism,  and  energy 
regulation,  we  will  examine  what  does 
happen  when  you  eat  sugar,  and  what 
your  blood  sugar  levels  really  signify. 

Why  "Blood  Sugar?" 

The   term   "blood   sugar,"   though 


widely  used,  is  inaccurate.  A  better  one 
is  blood  glucose.  Glucose  is  the  nutrient 
that  sustains  all  the  cells  in  the  body, 
and  it  is  carried  to  the  cells  in  the  blood. 

Glucose  is  one  of  many  simple  car- 
bohydrates —  small  compounds  of  car- 
bon, hydrogen,  and  oxygen.  The  familiar 
substance  fructose  is  another.  To  most 
people,  the  term  "sugar"  means  sucrose 
or  table  sugar,  and  that  is  what  the  term 
means  in  food  labeling.  However,  scien- 
tists often  refer  to  simple  carbohydrates 
as  "sugars"  and  to  glucose  as  "a  sugar." 

Complex  carbohydrates  (starches), 
found  in  grain  products,  fruits,  and 
vegetables,  break  down  into  simple 
"sugars"  such  as  glucose.  Proteins  and 
fats  can  also  be  manipulated  to  yield 
glucose,  but  carbohydrates  are  the 
source  of  choice  for  reasons  that  we  will 
investigate  later. 

A  steady  supply  of  glucose  is  vital 
because  glucose  is  the  only  nutrient  that 
can  enter  cell  membranes  and  be  con- 
verted to  energy.  The  brain  in  particular 
must  have  glucose  or  it  will  cease  to 
function,  beginning  with  the  outer  areas 
controlling  motor  coordination  and  end- 
ing with  the  inner  parts  that  control 
breathing  and  the  beating  of  the  heart. 

Digesting  Carbohydrates 

A  complex  carbohydrate  such  as  a 
baked  potato  is  broken  down  complete- 
ly into  glucose  by  the  body. 

The  process  of  digesting  a  potato 
begins  even  before  swallowing,  when  en- 
zymes in  saliva  pull  away  molecules  of 
glucose.  The  food  is  then  swallowed  and 
enters  the  stomach,  where  powerful  acid 
breaks  it  down  further.  Periodic  contrac- 
tions send  the  mixture  into  the  small 
intestine. 

Insulin  and  other  hormones  are  ex- 
(Continued  on  page  9) 
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changed  while  the  food  is  in  the  small 
intestine.  Insulin,  the  hormone  that 
regulates  the  passage  of  glucose  from 
the  blood  to  the  cells,  acts  upon  the  cell 
membranes.  Cell  membranes  have  the 
dual  responsibility  of  keeping  foreign 
substances  out  of  the  cells  but  allowing 
certain  things,  like  glucose,  in.  Insulin 
has  been  likened  to  a  delivery  boy  ring- 
ing the  doorbell,  notifying  the  occupants 
of  the  house  that  food  has  arrived  and 
can  be  stored  or  eaten.  It  informs  the  cell 
membranes  that  glucose  is  on  the  way 
and  they  should  relax  their  vigilance  so 
that  the  cells  can  receive  nourishment. 
Once  the  digestive  enzymes  in  the 
small  intestine  have  broken  down  the 
potato  into  pure  glucose,  the  glucose  is 
ready  to  be  released  into  the 
bloodstream  and  taken  to  the  liver. 


In  The  Liver 

The  liver  is  the  hub  of  glucose 
regulation  where  several  important  pro- 
cesses take  place.  Ingested  glucose  is 
received  and  some  is  dispatched  to  the 
brain  and  other  tissues.  Glucose  is  also 
assembled  into  chains  of  glycogen,  a 
starch  used  for  short-term  storage. 

At  this  point  the  process  of  absorp- 
tion is  complete.  Should  there  be  a  need 
for  glucose  before  the  next  meal,  the 
liver  will  liberate  it  from  the  glycogen 
in  a  process  known  as  glycogenolysis.  If 
even  this  measure  provides  insufficient 
glucose  —  during  strict  dieting  or  heavy 
exercise,  for  instance  —  the  next  step  is 
gluconeogenesis,  literally,  the  creation 
of  new  glucose,  from  the  proteins  in 
muscle  tissue  and  the  glycerol  in  fat. 

These  measures  are  desperate  ones, 
however.  Breaking  down  body  proteins, 
the  "lean  body  mass,"  can  result  in  the 


depletion  of  critical  tissues  such  as 
organs  and  muscles.  Dietary  protein  is 
really  a  raw  material  with  which  to 
build  new  body  tissues,  not  a  fuel  as  car- 
bohydrates are.  Prolonged  use  of  body 
protein  for  energy  can  lead  to  a  toxic 
state  known  as  ketosis,  manifested  by 
the  appearance  of  keto  acids,  or  "car- 
bohydrate substitutes"  in  the  urine.  So 
it  is  essential  to  consume  plenty  of  car- 
bohydrates to  provide  the  body  with 
enough  glucose.  A  high-protein,  low- 
carbohydrate  diet  is  the  nutritional 
equivalent  of  "paying  meat  prices  for 
carbohydrates." 

The  Rise  and  Fall  of  Blood  Glucose 

Based  on  uneducated  talk  about 
blood  glucose  levels  and  their  effects  on 
mood  and  health,  we  could  apparently 
stay  healthy  and  happy  by  having  blood 
sugar  that's  high,  or  that  stays  constant 
at  a  moderate  level;  it  may  even  seem 
desirable  to  have  no  blood  sugar  at  all. 
Of  course,  any  of  these  conditions  would 
be  disastrous.  Blood  sugar  is  supposed 
to  go  up  and  then  down  —  that's  how  it 
gets  from  the  blood  to  the  cells,  where 
it  belongs. 

That  is  not  to  say,  however,  that 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  chronically 
high  or  chronically  low  blood  sugar.  A 
fasting  patient  with  140  milligrams  of 
glucose  per  deciliter  of  blood,  tested  at 
least  twice,  is  usually  diagnosed  as 
diabetic.  A  level  of  34-40  mg/dl  is  con- 
sidered too  low;  at  that  point,  many  peo- 
ple will  exhibit  some  symptoms.  But  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  variations 
in  blood  sugar  level  are  normal  and  very 
high  or  low  levels  of  blood  glucose  are 
symptoms,  not  diseases  in  themselves. 

(Continued  on  page  10) 
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Scientists  and  laymen  alike  once 
thought  that  complex  carbohydrates 
were  absorbed  into  the  blood  slowly, 
while  simple  sugars  caused  an  instan- 
taneous rise  in  blood  glucose  levels.  In 
recent  years,  this  dogma  has  been  dis- 
proves One  team  of  researchers  made 
a  catalogue  (the  "glycemic  index")  of 
various  foods  and  their  effects  on  blood 
glucose.  Surprisingly,  many  foods  con- 
sidered "slow"  glucose  sources  had  a 
more  rapid  effect  than  sugar  —  bread, 
rice,  carrots,  parsnips,  and  shredded 
wheat,  to  name  a  few. 

Other  scientists  pointed  out  that  the 
glycemic  effect  of  simple  sugars  was 
usually  tested  by  giving  the  particular 
sugar  in  solution  to  a  fasting  patient. 
Starches,  on  the  other  hand,  were  tested 
in  solid  form.  Since  liquids  are  absorbed 
much  more  quickly  than  solids,  the 
scientists  gave  five  "test"  carbohydrates 
—  glucose,  fructose,  sucrose,  wheat 
starch,  and  potato  starch  —  as  part  of  a 
meal  to  normal  and  diabetic  subjects. 
The  difference  in  effect  on  blood  glucose 
levels  was  negligible. 


Diabetes 

Diabetes  is  a  spectrum  of  disorders 
the  most  obvious  of  which  is  a  constant- 
ly high  blood  glucose  level.  In  juvenile 
diabetes  the  patient  has  insufficient 
amounts  of  insulin  and  must  be  injected 
with  the  hormone.  In  mature-onset 
diabetes,  the  patient  has  plenty  of  in- 
sulin that  for  some  reason  does  not  func- 
tion properly.  The  result  of  both  condi- 
tions is  that  the  cells  are  not  informed 
that  glucose  has  arrived,  and  they  re- 
main impermeable.  Glucose  remains  in 
the  blood  and  spills  over  into  the  urine, 
and  the  cells  starve. 


Diabetes  has  been  treated  with  both 
high-  and  low-carbohydrate  diets.  It  is 
important  to  emphasize  that  sugar  may 
be  used  or  restricted  for  a  patient  who 
has  diabetes,  but  sugar  does  not  in  any 
way  cause  this  disease. 

Hypoglycemia 

Many  people  assume  that  chronic 
low  blood  sugar  indicates  the  presence 
of  a  disease  erroneously  called 
hypoglycemia.  However,  this  notion  is 
by  no  means  accepted  in  the  medical 
community.  Hypoglycemia,  or  low  blood 
sugar,  is  certainly  a  symptom  and  can 
be  brought  on  by  many  things.  Chronic 
consumption  of  alcohol,  stomach 
surgery,  some  tumors,  several  drugs, 
and  unripe  ackee  fruit  can  lead  to  "reac- 
tive" hypoglycemia,  which  is  caused  by 
overproduction  of  insulin  leading  to  ab- 
normal depression  of  blood  glucose. 
Reactive  hypoglycemia  with  a  known 
cause  is  a  rare  disorder.  Among  all  the 
patients  examined  at  the  Mayo  Clinic, 
fewer  than  100  people  each  year  have 
been  diagnosed  as  having  reactive 
hypoglycemia.  "Hypoglycemia"  with  no 
known  cause  is  seen  by  the  medical  com- 
munity as  an  overdiagnosed,  undefined, 
nebulous  condition.  One  researcher 
deems  it  "the  great  non-disease  of  our 
generation." 

What  Is  Hypoglycemia  —  Really? 

People  who  complain  of  lethargy, 
depression,  anxiety,  sweats,  tremors,  or 
dizziness  are  often  told  they  have 
hypoglycemia.  The  diagnosis  may  come 
from  a  well-meaning  but  ignorant 
friend,  or  the  afflicted  party  could  hear 
the  news  in  the  physician's  office.  The 

(Continued  on  page  11) 


10 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


The  Truth  About  Blood  Sugar 

(Continued  from  page  10) 


pronouncement  of  hypoglycemia  is  at- 
tractive for  many  reasons.  The  patient 
is  given  an  explanation  for  the  symp- 
toms and  is  spared  the  insult  of  being 
told  there's  nothing  wrong.  The  physi- 
cian forestalls  the  possible  embarrass- 
ment of  not  knowing  what  the  problem 
is. 

However,  the  diagnosis  of  low  blood 
sugar  is  usually  made  without  checking 
the  patient's  blood  sugar  at  onset  of  the 
actual  symptoms.  This  practice  is 
criticized  by  scientists  as  not  showing 
true  cause  and  effect.  In  other  words, 
many  diagnoses  of  low  blood  sugar  are 
like  deciding  that  your  car  is  out  of  gas 
when  it  runs  badly  —  without  checking 
the  gas  gauge. 

The  usual  method  of  diagnosing 
hypoglycemia  is  to  challenge  the  patient 
with  an  oral  glucose  tolerance  test 
(OGTT).  This  ordeal  involves  going  to 
the  hospital  without  having  breakfast 
and  then  drinking  anywhere  from  50  to 
100  grams  of  pure  glucose.  (The  brew  is 
so  revoltingly  sweet  that  many  people 
vomit;  if  they  do,  they  must  down 
another  one.)  The  patient  must  then  sit 
in  the  hospital  waiting  room  for  six 
hours  without  having  anything  to  eat, 
while  every  hour  a  technician  samples 
the  blood  and  measures  the  blood 
glucose.  When  the  blood  glucose  has 
shot  up  and  then  gone  way  down,  often 
the  patient  has  felt  tired,  nervous, 
cranky,  and  weak.  Observing  the  blood 
glucose  levels  in  conjunction  with  the 
symptoms,  some  doctors  diagnose 
hypoglycemia. 

To  judge  by  these  criteria,  probably 
everyone  tested  in  this  way  is 
hypoglycemic.  Most  people's  blood  sugar 
goes  up,  then  down  when  given  an 
"abuse  dose"  (50-100  grams)  of  pure 


glucose.  And  most  normal  people  will 
show  some  physical  and  psychological 
symptoms  when  kept  under  such  uncom- 
fortable conditions  all  day.  A  reaction  to 
an  isolated  incident  like  the  OGTT  is  not 
a  scientific  way  to  determine  a  person's 
response  to  ordinary  eating  habits. 

Sugar  and  the 
Hypoglycemic  Symptoms 

People  with  "reactive  hypoglycemia 
of  unknown  cause"  often  report  that 
eating  sugar  brings  on  their  symptoms. 

As  we  have  already  pointed  out, 
such  people  must  have  their  blood 
glucose  level  tested  when  they  are  ex- 
periencing the  symptoms,  usually  it 
turns  out  to  be  normal.  Thus  it  is  unlike- 
ly that  dietary  sugar  causes  the  trouble. 
When  no  physical  cause  can  be  found  for 
the  symptoms,  they  may  be  psychoso- 
matic. If  so,  there  are  two  possible 
reasons  for  the  supposed  "sugar  connec- 
tion." 

The  first  is  coincidence.  If  Joe  is  feel- 
ing generally  anxious  and  confused  and 
happens  to  have  a  doughnut  every 
morning,  it  does  not  follow  that  the 
sugar  or  anything  else  in  the  doughnut 
is  causing  the  feelings.  It  would  be 
logical  to  blame  his  anxiety  on  the  after- 
shave of  the  fellow  he  car-pools  to  work 
with  every  morning. 

It  is  also  possible  that  something 
else  is  causing  Joe's  nervousness  and  he 
reaches  for  the  doughnuts  to  calm 
himself  down.  New  research  suggests 
that  far  from  acting  as  excitants,  sugar 
and  other  carbohydrates  trigger  the 
release  of  serotonin,  a  brain  chemical 
responsible  for  feelings  of  tranquility 
and  well-being.  Many  people  say  they 
(Continued  on  page  12) 
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are  calmer  and  better  able  to  concen- 
trate after  having  a  candy  bar  or  a  roll. 
Joe  may  be  observing  that  the  anxiety 
and  the  doughnut  are  present  together 
at  about  the  same  time,  but  much  more 
information  is  needed  to  decide  which 
causes  which. 

Hyperkinesis 

The  same  fallacious  thinking  may 
explain  the  belief  that  sugar  turns  good 
children  into  marauding  savages.  Most 
of  us  know  a  little  Junior  whose  mother 
swears  that  sugar  makes  him  hyperac- 
tive, or  hyperkinetic,  to  use  the  scientific 
term.  There  are  several  possible  ex- 
planations. Junior  could  be  perfectly 
normal  and  healthy  (children  tend  to  be 
very  active).  He  could  be  ill-behaved.  He 
could  actually  have  "attention-deficit 
disorder"  —  the  more  encompassing 
term  for  hyperkinesis  —  but  the  cause 
of  that  condition  is  probably  genetic  or 
environmental,  not  nutritional.  He 
might  eat  more  candy  (or  whatever  else 
is  around)  than  most  children  because 
his  energy  requirements  are  higher.  Or, 
he  may  reach  for  a  sugary  snack  to  relax 
him.  Again,  the  mothers  are  probably 
observing  the  coexistence  of  sugar  and 
activity  and  jumping  to  the  conclusion 
that  sugar  is  the  cause. 

No  scientific  evidence  exists  to  sup- 
port the  notion  that  sugar  causes 
hyperactive,  violent,  or  otherwise 
bizarre  behavior,  even  in  so-called 
hyperactive  children.  In  one  experi- 
ment, sugar  was  even  seen  to  have  a 
calming  effect  on  such  children. 

Why  Blame  Sugar? 

Holding  sugar  up  as  the  causative 
factor  in  these  and  other  conditions  is 


unscientific  but  may  be  the  path  of  least 
resistance.  Joe,  for  example,  might  be 
anxious  about  more  than  his  morning 
doughnut  —  his  job,  perhaps,  or  his  fami- 
ly. It  is  human  nature  to  blame 
something  simple  like  diet  rather  than 
face  graver  issues.  The  mother  of  the 
hyperactive  child  may  choose  to 
eliminate  sugar  rather  than  attempt  to 
modify  her  child's  manners  —  or  accept 
the  possibility  that  such  behavior  might 
be  normal  for  a  child  that  age. 

Many  people  without  diabetes, 
hypoglycemia,  or  attention-deficit 
disorder  still  maintain  that  dietary 
sugar  programs  their  blood  sugar  to 
vascillate,  which,  in  turn,  dictates  their 
moods  and  behavior.  Many  college 
students  studying  for  an  exam  will  rein- 
force the  myth  of  a  "sugar  high,"  though 
there  is  no  evidence  for  this 
phenomenon.  Sluggishness,  on  the  other 
hand,  can  be  explained  by  too-low  blood 
sugar.  Indeed,  if  blood  sugar  gets  ex- 
tremely low  and  the  brain  is  deprived  of 
its  only  nourishment,  paralysis,  coma, 
convulsions,  and  even  death  can  result. 
Thus  it  is  understandable  to  think  that 
smaller  fluctuations  in  blood  sugar  can 
bring  on  less  dramatic,  but  very  real, 
symptoms.  Also,  there  is  the  "excuse" 
theory:  many  people  ".  .  .find  it  easier 
to  say  'my  blood  sugar  is  low"  rather 
than  'I  can't  cope." 

However,  there  is  no  scientific 
evidence  to  support  these  beliefs  and 
some  to  discredit  them.  One  team  of 
researchers  challenged  53  normal  adults 
with  a  solution  of  sucrose,  saccharin,  or 
water.  Subjects  were  asked  to  fill  out  a 
mood  questionnaire  (devised  by  the  Na- 
tional Institutes  of  Mental  Health) 
before  and  after  administration  of  the 
(Continued  on  page  13) 
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drinks.  There  was  no  indication  that 
sugar  had  any  more  effect  on  mood  than 
did  saccharin  or  water. 

As  we  mentioned  earlier,  com- 
paratively little  scientific  literature  ex- 
ists on  the  supposed  link  among  sugar, 
mood,  and  behavior  because  those  few 
scientists  who  do  examine  the  link  find 
none.  The  "illness"  that  many  call  hypo- 
glycemia is  a  long  way  from  being  a 
medically  acknowledged  syndrome. 
Hyperactivity,  or  more  accurately, 
attention-deficit  disorder,  does  exist.  But 
there  is  no  cause-and-effect  relationship 
between  this  condition  and  sugar.  The 
popular  belief  that  there  is  a  connection 
is  in  the  realm  of  superstition. 

Most  questions  concerning  sugar 
were  answered  in  a  recent  report  by  a 
task  force  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Ad- 
ministration. In  the  view  of  the  FDA, 
charges  that  sugar  causes  hyperactivity 
or  "hypoglycemia"  are  unable  to  withs- 
tand the  weight  of  scientific  evidence. 
Beliefs  that  sugar  is  a  cause  of  other 
diseases  were  found  to  be  without  merit, 
except  for  the  role  that  sugar  and  all 
fermentable  carbohydrates  play  in  den- 
tal caries.  The  FDA  researchers  conclud- 
ed that  at  current  levels  of  consumption, 
sugar  is  safe. 
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1987.  The  application  form  published  in 
the  July  15  issue  of  The  Sugar  Bulletin 
is  the  only  acceptable  form  of  applica- 
tion. Copies  of  this  form  are  also 
available  from  your  county  agent,  from 
any  of  the  League  Agronomists  or  from 
the  League  office.  This  variety  can  help 


you  especially  in  light  of  the  problems 
encountered  with  most  of  the  other 
varieties.  Growers  are  generally  faced 
with  the  prospect  of  growing  a  number 
of  varieties  rather  than  counting  on  on- 
ly one  for  the  major  part  of  their 
acreage. 
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billion  less  than  the  Administration  had 
requested.  All  farm  payments  had  been 
suspended  since  May  1  due  to  lack  of 
funding  by  Congress. 

In  a  related  matter,  the  Senate  voted 
80  to  15  to  adopt  an  amendment  to  the 
omnibus  trade  bill  to  correct  the  manner 
in  which  farmers  receive  checks  from 
the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation.  The 
amendment,  offered  by  Senator  Mitch 
McConnell  (R-Ky.)  would  prevent  a 
recurrence  of  the  problem  of  not  receiv- 
ing payments  from  CCC  due  to  their 
running  out  of  money.  Each  time  CCC 
reaches  the  limit  of  its  borrowing 
authority  at  Treasury,  Congress  must 
pass  an  appropriations  bill  to  reimburse 
CCC  for  losses  incurred  through  the 
operation  of  farm  programs.  Under  the 
McConnell  amendment,  CCC  would  be 
provided  funds  automatically  each  time 
an  appropriation  became  necessary. 
This  would  prevent  the  need  for  Con- 
gress to  go  through  the  lengthy  pro- 
cedure of  passing  an  appropriations  bill 
each  time  the  CCC  needs  to  fulfill  its 
contractual  obligations.  The  House  bill 
does  not  contain  a  similar  provision. 

GAO  RELEASES  REPORT 
ON  NUTRASWEET 

The  General  Accounting  Office 
released  a  report  on  aspartame,  a  sugar 
substitute  marketed  as  NutraSweet.  Ac- 
cording to  the  report,  more  than  half  the 
scientists  responding  to  a  government 
survey  on  the  use  of  NutraSweet  ex- 
pressed concern  over  its  safety.  Because 
it  has  no  medical  expertise,  the  GAO 
made  no  recommendations.  However,  it 
found  that  the  Food  &  Drug  Administra- 
tion adhered  to  proper  procedures  by  ap- 
proving  the    sweetener,   but   the    in- 


vestigators also  said  "we  cannot  com- 
ment on  whether  important  issues  sur- 
rounding aspartame's  safety  remain 
unresolved."  The  GAO  report  also  noted 
that  the  FDA  Center  for  Drugs  and 
Biologies,  which  oversees  testing  of  new 
drugs,  originally  recommended  that 
NutraSweet  should  have  the  more 
stringent  testing  required  for  drugs, 
rather  than  foods.  FDA  officials  over- 
ruled the  recommendation. 

JULY  CROP 
PRODUCTION  REPORT 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
released  its  July  Crop  Production  Report 
estimating  planted  sugarbeet  acreage  in 
1987  at  1.27  million  acres,  up  3  percent 
from  1986.  Acreage  is  up  in  10  of  the  13 
producing  states  and  down  in  3  states. 
Sugarcane  growers  intend  to  harvest  a 
record  high  819,000  acres  of  sugarcane 
for  sugar  and  seed  in  1987.  If  realized, 
this  acreage  will  exceed  by  3  percent  the 
previous  record  high  of  796,000  acres  set 
in  1986. 
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We  stand  for  the  encouragement  of  Home 
Industries  as  against  Foreign  Competition 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 


by  Thomas  M.  Warner 


Mel  Schudmak 
KING  SUCROSE  XLIV 

Mel  Schudmak,  the  President  and 
General  Manager  of  Cora-Texas 
Manufacturing  Co.,  has  been  named 
King  Sucrose  XLIV.  Mel  will  reign  over 
the  upcoming  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane 
Festival,  to  be  held  September  24-27  in 
New  Iberia. 

The  new  King  Sucrose  also  serves  as 
Director  and  Secretary  of  the  Bank  of 
Commerce  in  White  Castle.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  League's  Board  of 
Directors. 

Mel  is  married  to  the  former  Connie 
Grace.  They  have  one  son,  Charlie,  age 
10  and  have  been  residents  of  White 
Castle  since  1974. 


Sugar  Promotion  Program 

Elsewhere   in  this   issue   of  THE 
SUGAR  BULLETIN  appears  two  full 


page  ads  promoting  sugar.  One  of  the 
ads  depicts  a  fake  versus  real  apple  and 
the  second  features  two  bowls,  one  filled 
with  real,  natural,  16  calorie  sugar  and 
the  other  full  of  the  fake  stuff.  The  two 
ads  are  part  of  the  Sugar  Promotion  Pro- 
gram sponsored  by  The  Sugar  Associa- 
tion. Along  with  the  rest  of  the  domestic 
sugar  industry,  the  League  helps  pay  for 
these  ads.  The  schedule  below  shows  the 
various  publications  and  dates  in  which 
the  four-color  ads  appear.  If  you  have 
seen  the  ads  in  any  of  the  listed  publica- 
tions, let  us  know  what  you  think  of 
them. 


PUBLICATION 

ISSUE  DATE 

AD 

Cooking  Light 

JulAug 

Apple 

People 

July  20 

Apple 

McCalls 

August 

Apple 

Weight  Watchers 

August 

Apple 

TV  Guide 

July  25 

Apple 

Family  Circle 

August  18 

Apple 

Good  Housekeeping 

September 

Apple 

Reader's  Digest 

September 

Bowls 

People 

September  7 

Bowls 

TV  Guide 

September  12 

Bowls 

Good  Housekeeping 

October 

Bowls 

McCalls 

November 

Bowls 

People 

October  26 

Apple 

Reader's  Digest 

November 

Apple 

TV  Guide 

October  31 

Apple 

Family  Circle 

December  1 

Bowls 

Weight  Watchers 

December 

Bowls 

People 

December  14 

Bowls 

TV  Guide 

December  19 

Bowls 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

DR.  JOE  POLACK  RETIRES  -  GETTING  READY  FOR 
HEAT  TREATING  AND  PLANTING  -  CROP  REPORT 


At  the  end  of  July,  Dr.  Joe  Polack 
retired  from  LSU  where  he  has  served 
as  Director  of  The  Audubon  Sugar  In- 
stitute since  1976.  The  Audubon  Sugar 
Institute  or  the  Audubon  sugar  mill  as 
it  was  most  commonly  referred  to  has  a 
long  history  of  training  and  teaching 
students  from  around  the  world  as  well 
as  here  in  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Industry. 
Many  of  our  processors  and  factory 
employees  received  their  formal  train- 
ing at  this  important  facility. 

Dr.  Polack  was  born  in  New  Orleans 
and  received  his  B.E.  Degree  from 
Tulane  in  1941.  In  1943  and  1948  he 
received  his  S.M.  and  Sc.D.  degrees  from 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 
in  Chemical  Engineering.  Prior  to  his 
serving  as  Director  of  the  Audubon 
Sugar  Institute  he  had  been  with  the 
Chemical  Engineering  Department  at 
LSU  since  1970  as  Professor  and  Depart- 
ment Head.  Before  his  17  year  career  at 
LSU  he  was  with  various  research 
departments  of  Esso  and  Humble  Oil 
Laboratories  in  Baton  Rouge  and 
Houston.  From  1943  to  1947  he  served 
as  a  research  associate  and  then  as  an 
instructor  at  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology. 

Dr.  Polack  is  recognized  as  an 
authority  in  his  field  and  has  served  on 
numerous  Professional  Societies  and 
Organizations.  He  has  nad  many  scien- 
tific publications  and  during  his  career 
as  Director  of  the  Audubon  facility  has 
been  responsible  for  assembling  a  team 
of  scientists  who  conduct  the  research 
for  our  processors  in  the  industry.  Upon 
his  retirement,  Dr.  Polack  will  continue 
to  work  within  the  La.  sugar  industry. 
We  congratulate  Dr.  Polack  on  his  suc- 


cessful career  and  wish  him  well  in  his 
future  endeavors. 

The  future  of  the  Audubon  research 
facility  is  good  and  the  facility  will  now 
continue  to  build  on  the  efforts  of  Dr. 
Polack.  Most  recently  the  control  of  the 
facility  was  transfered  from  the  LSU 
Baton  Rouge  Campus  to  the  LSU 
Agricultural  Center.  This  puts  Audubon 
in  the  same  research  organization  as  the 
field  research  we  receive  from  LSU.  This 
new  direction  will  help  make  Audubon 
an  even  stronger  research  facility  and 
should  still  allow  for  the  training  of 
students  through  a  strong  tie  with  the 
Chemical  Engineering  Department.  Dr. 
Donal  Day  has  been  named  acting 
Director  and  a  permanent  replacement 
should  be  on  board  by  year's  end. 

HEAT  TREATING  AND 
CANE  PLANTING 

Although  fallow  ground  is  general- 
ly in  poor  shape  in  many  areas  of  the 
belt  as  of  this  writing,  the  planting 
season  is  nearly  here.  Growers  who  have 
been  able  to  take  advantage  of  half  days 
and  the  few  dry  days  that  we  have  ex- 
perienced during  the  last  month  have 
some  fallow  ground  in  decent  shape. 
Growers  are  reminded,  as  they  are  every 
year,  of  the  importance  of  a  good  seed 
bed  for  planting.  The  planting  operation 
is  too  expensive  to  sacrifice  the  time  it 
takes  to  do  the  job  right.  Since  we  need 
to  live  with  the  results  of  that  planting 
for  three  years,  it  is  essential  that  the 
job  be  done  as  good  as  possible.  All 
growers  should  have  their  equipment  in 
good  working  order  with  all  the  rainy 
"shop"  days  experienced  this  summer. 
If  you  don't,  shame  on  you.  When  dry 
(Continued  on  page  14) 
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TAKES  NO 
PRISONERS 


PYDRIN®  insecticide 
helps  you  stop  the 
troublesome  sugarcane 
borer  before  it  can  do 
deadly  damage. 
Nothing  controls  this 
pest  more  effectively. 
First,  PYDRIN  kills 
by  direct  contact.  Then, 
through  its  long  residual 
action,  it  continues  to 
stop  the  borer  long  after 


application.  The  long 
residual  of  PYDRIN, 
plus  its  resistance  to 
washoff,  can  mean 
less  respraying. 

The  cost  per  acre  is 
much  less  than  other  in- 
secticides, so  you'll  get 
excellent  control  and 
save  money. 

Another  advantage: 
the  low  toxicity  of 


PYDRIN  to  man,  other 
mammals  and  birds 
makes  it  less  hazardous 
to  mix  and  apply. 

Ask  your  dealer 
for  PYDRIN.  When  it 
comes  to  sugarcane 
borer,  PYDRIN  takes  no 
prisoners.  PYDRIN  is  a 
restricted  use  pesticide. 
Always  read  and  follow 
label  directions  carefully. 


E.I.  DU  PONT  DE  NEMOURS  &  CO.  (INC.) 
AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS  DEPARTMENT,  WILMINGTON,  DE  19898. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


CBI  LEGISLATION  INCLUDES 
SUGAR  IMPORT  PROVISION 

Legislation  was  introduced  August 
5  to  expand  the  four-year  old  Caribbean 
Basin  Initiative.  Congressmen  Sam  Gib- 
bons (D-Fla.),  Chairman  of  the  House 
Ways  &  Means  Trade  Subcommittee, 
and  J.J.  Pickle  (D-Tex.),  Chairman  of  the 
Oversight  Subcommittee  sponsored  the 
bill  which  would  expand  the  scope  of 
preferential  trade  access  for  products  of 
the  22  Caribbean  Basin  beneficiary 
countries.  Chairman  Gibbons  said  that 
these  CBI  nations  are  unlikely  to 
achieve  economic  health  through  the 
CBI  without  greater  access  to  the 
United  States  for  their  products, 
especially  textiles,  leather  and  sugar. 

Included  in  the  bill  is  a  controversial 
provision  to  liberalize  sugar  import 
quotas  for  Caribbean  nations  by  restor- 
ing sugar  quotas  to  the  levels  existing 
when  the  CBI  program  went  into  effect 
in  1984,  which  would  more  than  triple 
their  sales  to  the  United  States.  The  12 
Caribbean  nations  that  produce  sugar 
now  can  sell  340,000  tons  to  the  United 
States.  Under  this  proposed  legislation, 
their  quota  would  increase  to  1.124 
million  tons  annually.  Chairman  Gib- 
bons said  he  realized  this  would  be  a 
controversial  provision,  but  that  he 
believes  it  is  essential  for  the  program 
and  the  region's  development.  He  said 
details  on  how  this  provision  would  be 
implemented  still  have  to  be  worked  out. 

Chairman  Gibbons  said  he  would 
like  to  hold  hearings  on  the  bill  in  early 
September  and  hopefully  get  it  to  the 
House  floor  this  year. 

USSPG  CALLS  FOR  USTR 

TO  ACT  AGAINST 
EEC  SUGAR  SUBSIDIES 

The  U.S.  Sweetener  Producers 
Group  (USSPG)  filed  a  formal  request 


July  29  urging  the  U.S.  Trade  Represen- 
tatives (USTR)  to  work  toward  the 
elimination  of  European  Economic  Com- 
munity (EEC)  subsidies  which  have 
depressed  the  "world  price"  of  sugar  to 
below  its  cost  of  production.  The  USSPG 
called  for  the  reactivation  of  a  1981  in- 
vestigation under  Section  301  of  the 
1974  Trade  Act  which  has  not  been  ac- 
tively pursued  by  the  Administration 
since  1982.  The  EEC,  a  net  importer  of 
sugar  until  the  late  1970s,  is  largely 
responsible  for  a  glut  of  surplus  sugar 
on  the  world  market,  which  has  resulted 
in  depressed  world  prices. 

SWEETENER  SYMPOSIUM 
A  SUCCESS 

The  fourth  annual  Sweetener  Sym- 
posium sponsored  by  the  U.S.  Sweetener 
Producers  Group  was  held  in  Washing- 
ton, D.C.,  June  29-31.  The  theme  for  the 
symposium  was  "Can  the  U.S.  Sweet- 
ener Industry  Survive  in  a  Changing 
World?"  A  wide  range  of  top  Congres- 
sional and  Administration  officials  as 
well  as  sweetener  industry  leaders  par- 
ticipated in  the  three-day  conference. 

Senator  Robert  Dole  (R-Kan.)  opened 
the  symposium  saying,  "We  don't  want 
to  be  the  world's  dumping  ground  for 
sugar."  He  noted  that  beating  down  sub- 
sidies and  keeping  the  sugar  program 
intact  are  the  two  ways  to  go  about  solv- 
ing the  sugar  dumping  problem.  Other 
members  of  Congress  speaking  were 
Representatives  Arlan  Stangeland  (R- 
Minn.),  ranking  minority  member  of  the 
Cotton,  Rice  &  Sugar  Subcommittee, 
and  Tom  Lewis  (R-Fla.).  Also  addressing 
the  group  was  Alan  Tracy,  President 
Reagan's  aide  for  Agricultural  Trade 
and  Food  Assistance,  who  said  that  the 
Administration  considers  the  EEC  "the 
first  and  primary  culprit  in  the  damage" 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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LOUISIANA'S  1986  SUGAR  CANE 
VARIETY  CENSUS 

Hugh  P.  Fanguy  and  Donald  B.  Fontenot1 


The  Louisiana  1986  sugarcane 
variety  census  was  conducted  by  person- 
nel of  the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Exten- 
sion Service  in  the  15  parishes  where 
sugarcane  is  grown.  The  census  reports 
the  acreage  of  each  variety  during  the 
growing  period  of  1986. 

The  sugarcane  parishes  are  assigned 
to  three  geographic  areas  for  reporting 
purposes.  The  southeastern  area  is  the 
largest  with  45%  of  the  reported  acreage 
and  includes  the  parishes  of  Ascension, 
Assumption,  Lafourche,  St.  Charles,  St. 
James,  St.  John  and  Terrebonne.  The 
southwestern  area  is  second  in  size  with 
42%  of  the  acreage  and  includes  the 
parishes  of  Iberia,  Lafayette,  St.  Mary, 
St.  Martin  and  Vermillion.  The  nor- 
thern area  is  the  smallest  with  13%  of 
the  reported  acreage  and  includes  the 
parishes  of  Iberville,  Pointe  Coupee  and 
West  Baton  Rouge. 

The  sugarcane  acreage  for  seed  and 
milling  in  1986  was  approximately 
246,000  harvested  acres  (99,555 
hectare). 

Acreage  reported  for  the  different 
varieties  represent  the  growers' 
preference  among  varieties  released 
through  the  Cooperative  Agreement 
between  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League,  Louisiana  State  University  and 
the  Agricultural  Research  Service  of  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  The 
prefix  CP  refers  to  varieties  selected 
from  true  seed  produced  at  Canal  Point, 
Florida.  The  seed  is  planted,  and  the 
seedlings  are  selected  and  tested  in  the 


nursery,  infield  and  outfield  stages  in 
Louisiana. 

A  factor  which  has  influenced  choice 
of  varieties  is  the  presence  of  sugarcane 
smut  (Ustilago  scitaminea  Sydow)  first 
observed  in  Louisiana  in  1981.  Two 
varieties,  NCo  310  and  CP  73-351,  rated 
highly  susceptible  to  smut  no  longer  ap- 
pear in  the  variety  census  for  1986 
(Table  2).  Three  varieties,  CP  65-357,  CP 
74-383  and  CP  76-331,  rated  moderate- 
ly susceptible  to  smut  occupy  24,  9  and 
2%  of  the  state  acreage,  respectively. 
The  remaining  65%  of  the  state  acreage 
is  occupied  by  varieties  rated  resistant 
to  smut. 

Varieties 

Growers  reported  7  varieties  with 
acreage  exceeding  one  percent  of  the 
state  acreage  during  1986.  The  most 
widely  grown  variety  in  1986  is  CP 
70-321,  reported  on  41%  of  the  state 
acreage,  up  from  38%  in  1985.  This  is 
the  second  year  that  CP  70-321  is  the 
leading  variety  in  the  state  (1).  The 
variety  CP  70-321  continues  to  produce 
good  yields  in  replicated  outfield  ex- 
periments. It  was  among  the  top 
varieties  in  sugar  per  acre  yields  in 
plant-cane  and  first-stubble  tests  on 
light  and  heavy  soil  tests  during  1985 
(5),  but  not  in  second-stubble  tests  where 
both  CP  74-383  and  CP  72-356  produced 
higher  yields.  The  lower  second-stubble 
yields  in  CP  70-321  in  1985  may  have 
been  a  result  of  a  severe  freeze  which 
had  occurred  in  January,  1985  (3).  The 
(Continued  on  page  10) 
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severe  freeze  affected  stubbling  in  CP 
65-357  and  CP  70-321  in  outfield  ex- 
periments and  in  the  industry. 

The  variety  second  in  acres  to  CP 
70-321  during  1986  is  CP  65-357.  The 
variety  occupies  24%  of  the  state 
acreage,  down  from  27%  in  1985.  The 
variety  CP  65-357  continues  to  produce 
good  yields  in  plant-cane  outfield  tests, 
but  yields  had  dropped  in  first-  and 
second-stubble  in  1985.  The  lower  stub- 
ble yields  in  CP  65-357  were  probably 
a  combination  of  severe  winter  freezes 
and  mosaic  disease.  The  variety  CP 
65-357  was  released  in  1973  and  has 
played  a  prominent  role  in  the  variety 
picture  since  that  time.  It  peaked  at  71% 
of  the  acreage  in  Louisiana  during  1980. 
It  is  also  grown  in  Florida  where  it 
peaked  at  14%  of  the  acreage  in  1983  (2) 
and  in  Texas  where  it  peaked  at  25%  of 
the  acreage  in  the  1983-84  production 
period  (4). 


Variety  Acreage  Trends 

The  acreage  trends  of  CP  65-357  are 
compared  to  CP  44-101  and  CP  52-68  in 
Figure  1.  The  three  major  varieties  were 
increased  by  Louisiana  growers  for  the 
first  seven  years  after  they  had  been 
released.  The  variety  CP  65-357  was  in- 
creased at  a  more  rapid  rate  than  CP 
44-101  and  CP  52-68  and  was  planted  on 
approximately  20%  more  of  the  total 
acreage  in  its  peak  year.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  all  three  varieties  were 
planted  on  roughly  50%  of  the  state 
acreage  ten  years  after  their  release. 
The  varietal  acreage  of  CP  65-357  seems 
to  be  declining  at  a  similar  rate  as  did 
the  acreages  of  CP  44-101  and  CP  52-68. 


Varieties  by  Areas 

The  major  variety  in  the  south- 
eastern area  continues  to  be  CP  65-357, 
planted  on  34%  of  the  area,  but  declin- 
ing from  36%  in  1985  (Table  1);  in  sec- 
ond place  is  CP  70-321,  planted  on  23% 
of  the  area.  The  southwestern  and  nor- 
thern area  are  dominated  by  CP  70-321, 
planted  on  55  and  54%  of  those  areas, 
respectively.  The  variety  CP  65-357  is 
second  in  acreage  in  the  southwestern 
area,  but  the  acreage  has  declined 
somewhat  from  1985.  The  variety  CP 
65-357  is  planted  on  5%  of  the  northern 
area.  The  only  other  variety,  besides  CP 
70-321,  which  increased  in  acreage  in  all 
three  areas  is  CP  74-383.  It  is  the  second 
variety  in  acreage  in  the  northern  area 
with  15%  of  the  sugarcane  area,  up  from 
8%  in  1985.  It  also  increased  in  acreage 
by  1%  and  3%  in  the  southeastern  and 
southwestern  areas,  respectively.  The 
variety  CP  72-356  occupies  13%  of  the 
southeastern  area,  5%  of  the 
southwestern  area,  and  9%  of  the  nor- 
thern area,  almost  unchanged  from 
1985.  The  variety  CP  72-370  occupies 
from  8  to  10%  of  the  acreage  in  the  three 
areas,  increasing  in  the  southwestern 
area  and  declining  in  the  southeastern 
and  northern  areas. 

The  newest  variety,  CP  76-331,  pro- 
duced high  sugar  per  ton  and  sugar  per 
acre  yields  in  the  1985  outfield  results. 
It  occupies  2%  of  the  northern  and 
southwestern  areas  and  1%  of  the 
southeastern  area. 
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Table  1.  The  acreage  that  Louisiana  sugarcane  varieties  occupied  in  1986  in 
each  sugarcane  area,  with  changes  from  1985. 


Variety 


Area 


South-  South- 

eastern    Chge.     western     Chge.    Northern    Chge.       State 


(Continued  on  page  12) 


Chge. 


(%) 

CP  70-321 

23 

+  1 

55 

+  4 

54 

+  1 

41 

+  3 

CP  65-357 

34 

-  2 

20 

—  8 

5 

-  2 

24 

—  5 

CP  72-356 

13 

0 

5 

-  1 

9 

—  1 

9 

—  1 

CP  72-370 

10 

—  1 

8 

+  2 

9 

—  2 

9 

+  1 

CP  74-383 

8 

+  1 

8 

+  3 

15 

+  7 

9 

+  3 

CP  70-330 

7 

+  2 

2 

+  1 

4 

—  4 

4 

0 

CP  76-331 

1 

0 

2 

+  2 

2 

—  1 

2 

+  1 

Others 

4 

0 

2 

2 
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Table  2.  Variety  utilization  (percent  of  sugarcane  acreage)  in  Louisiana 
from  1977  to  86. 

Variety 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

NCO  310 

13 

10 

11 

7 

7 

5 

2 

1 

^_ 

^_ 

CP  48-103 

8 

8 

7 

5 

4 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

CP  61-37 

20 

16 

10 

5 

5 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

CP  65-357 

32 

50 

61 

71 

66 

60 

51 

38 

29 

24 

CP  67-412 

Tri 

3 

4 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

CP  70-321 

R2 

Tr 

3 

9 

16 

22 

30 

38 

41 

CP  70-330 

R 

Tr 

3 

5 

9 

7 

5 

4 

4 

CP  72-356 

R 

Tr 

3 

6 

9 

10 

9 

CP  72-370 

R 

1 

2 

5 

8 

8 

9 

CP  73-351 

R 

Tr 

2 

3 

2 

— 

CP  74-383 

R 

1 

3 

6 

9 

CP  76-331 

R 

1 

2 

1  Tr  5  less  than  1%  of  state  acreage. 

2  R  year  released. 
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Figure  1.  Percent  of  state  acreage  occupied  by  three  major  sugarcane 
varieties  over  the  15-year  period  following  release. 


AUGUST  15,  1987 


13 


FARM  NOTES 
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weather  arrives,  there  should  be  no  ex- 
cuses as  to  why  equipment  shouldn't  be 
working  properly.  This  would  appear  to 
be  a  year  when  those  growers  who  can't 
seem  to  stay  ahead  of  their  problems  are 
going  to  really  suffer.  Good  manage- 
ment is  a  key  in  nearly  every  operation 
you  conduct  on  your  farm  and  those  who 
always  seem  to  be  working  on  yester- 
day's problems  are  going  to  suffer. 

The  recommendations  for  heat 
treating  and  variety  planting  are 
available  from  your  county  agent.  These 
recommendations  contain  all  the 
research  data  and  thoughts  of  the 
various  scientists  working  in  these 
areas.  They  should  be  followed  as  close- 
ly as  possible  in  order  to  get  the  best 
results  from  heat  treating  and  from  the 
available  varieties.  Heat  treatment  and 
the  use  of  good,  healthy  seed  cane  is  not 
a  luxury;  it  is  essential.  CP  70-321  is 
hurt  badly  from  RSD  and  CP  65-357 
isn't  grown  by  growers  unless  they  have 
good  seed  to  work  with.  These  two 
varieties  occupy  the  majority  of  the 
acreage  (65%)  in  the  industry  and  point 
out  just  how  important  good  seed  should 
be  to  you.  Heat  treating  is  not  easy  and 
is  not  cheap,  but  it  does  put  money  in 
your  pocket  and  should  be  done  every 
year.  Many  growers  have  now  looked  at 
Kleentek  seed  as  a  replacement  for  heat 
treating.  The  results  of  the  first  crop  cy- 
cle of  tests  will  be  available  after  this 
year's  harvest  and  should  give  us  some 
idea  of  the  merits  of  this  product  in  pro- 
viding a  source  of  clean  seed  cane. 
Healthy  seed  cane  free  of  RSD  in  all 
varieties  is  essential  for  you  to  stay  in 
business. 

CROP  REPORT 

As  of  this  date,  August  4,  the  crop 
is  getting  mixed  reviews.  Some  growers 


are  predicting  yields  similar  to  last  year 
while  others  are  looking  at  a  smaller 
crop.  Those  areas  that  are  plagued  with 
the  short  second  stubble  and  the  grass 
are  looking  at  reduced  yields  from  1986. 
Some  areas  of  the  belt  have  not  had  as 
much  rain  and  therefore  are  expecting 
to  make  a  better  yield.  Early  predictions 
would  appear  to  place  this  crop  above 
average  although  below  last  year's 
yields.  The  overall  effects  of  the  ex- 
tremely wet  season  experienced  in  the 
belt  will  not  be  known  until  the  harvest 
is  well  underway.  As  always,  the 
weather  conditions  experienced  during 
the  harvest  season  will  have  a  major  im- 
pact on  final  yield  figures. 


FREE  CLASSIFIED  ADS 

FOR  SALE:  Broussard  harvester 
w/165  h.p.  CAT  engine,  Model 
100c,  in  excellent  condition. 

Phone  (504)  545-8429 

FOR  SALE:  3  year  old  Thomson 
type  mechanical  cane  planter  in 
good  condition. 

Phone  (318)  276-4758 

nights  only 

FOR  SALE:  Hi-Boy  sprayer  con- 
verted from  cane  harvester,  gas 
powered,  hydrostatic  drive,  30  foot 
spray  boom. 

Phone  (504)  497-3247 

FOR  SALE:  1973  Thomson 
harvester  in  good  condition,  one  B 
&  W  transloader,  with  3  transloader 
wagons. 

Contact  Johnny  Dupre 

(504)  872-2125 
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and  primary  culprit  in  the  damage"  that 
has  occurred  to  world  sugar  trade  and, 
particularly,  to  world  sugar  producers 
who  have  been  unable  to  be  protected 
from  it. 

Panel  discussions  were  held  on  a 
variety  of  topics  including:  (1)  "Cir- 
cumvention of  U.S.  Import  Quotas";  (2) 
"Impact  of  National  Sweetener  Policies 
on  Developing  Countries";  (3)  "Future 
of  Import  Quotas";  and,  (4)  "Future  of 
Sweeteners".  The  group  also  heard  from 
Charles  Shamel,  President  of  the  Sugar 
Association,  and  William  Cromarty, 
Vice  President  of  Sparks  Commodities. 

USDA  SURVEY  SHOWS  U.S. 

CONSUMERS  PAY  LESS  THAN 

AVERAGE  FOR  SUGAR 

A  USDA  survey  of  consumer 
food  prices  shows  that  U.S.  consumers 
pay  less  than  average  prices  for  sugar. 
The  USDA  Foreign  Agricultural  Service 
survey  of  May,  1987  consumer  food 
prices  in  sixteen  world  capitals  found 
the  average  consumer  price  for  sugar  in 
capitals  world-wide  was  38.86  cents  per 
pound,  while  U.S.  consumers  were  pay- 
ing 35  cents  per  pound  in  Washington, 
D.C. 
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Sugarmark  items  pictured  above: 
(clockwise)  potholder,  button,  tote 
bag,  coffee  mug,  pencil  holder,  and 
T-shirt.  All  Sugarmark  items  are  of 
good  quality. 


Please  fill  in  the  form  and 
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quarters to  place  your  order. 
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Sugarmark  items  pictured  above: 
(clockwise)  potholder,  button,  tote 
bag,  coffee  mug,  pencil  holder,  and 
T-shirt.  All  Sugarmark  items  are  of 
good  quality. 


Please  fill  in  the  form  and 
return  it  to  Sugarmark  head- 
quarters to  place  your  order. 

Delivery  will  usually  only  take  2-3 
weeks,  but  allow  4-6  weeks  for 
large  orders  of  a  single  item.  All 
glass  merchandise  comes  in- 
dividually packaged  in  cor- 
rugated mailers  to  prevent 
breakage. 

For  information 
please  call 

SUGARMARK 

at  202  •628-0189 


HANDY  ORDER 
FORM 


# 

Quantity 

$  Amount 

101      Potholder 

$1.00 

102      Coffee  Mug 

$3.75 

103      Sugar  Bowl 

$4.00 

104      Apron 

$7.00 

105      Keyring 

$1.00 

106      Tote  Bag 

$4.50 

107      Cookie  Jar 

$5.00 

108      Sugar  Crystals 

$3.00 

109      Sugar  Shaker 

$3.00 

125      Button 

$   .50 

128      Window  Decal 

$   .50 

129A    T-shirt  (child) 

$4.00 

129B    T-shirt  (med.) 

$4.00 

129C    T-shirt  (Ige.) 

$4.00 

129D    T-shirt  (X-lge.) 

$4.00 

130      Memo  Cube 

$4.25 

133      Round  Sticker/ 100 

$6.00 

134      Pencil  Holder 

$3.00 

135      Magnet 

$  .40 

Shipping/handling    $1 0.00 


TOTAL  $ 


Name 


Company 
Address  _ 


ZIP. 


Send  this  form  with  your  check  to: 

Sugarmark 

The  Sugar  Association 
1511  K  Street,  NW 
Washington,  DC  20005 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

NEED  TO  PLANT  CANE  RIGHT  -  RSD  TEST  -  TIME  FOR  POLADO 


Every  grower  knows  the  importance 
of  planting  a  good  crop  of  cane  since  he 
has  to  live  with  the  results  of  that  plant- 
ing for  another  three  years.  However, 
when  we  get  in  the  rush  of  the  planting 
season,  we  sometimes  tend  to  forget  all 
the  good  plans  that  were  laid  out  dur- 
ing the  summer  and  simply  try  to  get 
the  cane  planted  as  quickly  as  possible. 
This  results  in  a  poor  planting  job  with 
poor  yields  for  the  next  cycle. 

Two  of  the  worst  mistakes  we  see 
around  the  belt  at  planting  time  are 
covering  too  deep  in  sandy  soil  and 
planting  in  poorly  prepared  black  land. 
The  first  problem  is  easier  to  solve  then 
the  second.  Covering  is  a  job  that  is  done 
poorly  only  when  you  do  not  pay  atten- 
tion to  what  is  being  done.  There  are 
many  covering  tools  that  are  being  used 
today  that  can  do  a  very  good  job.  If 
yours  is  not  one  of  these  then  go  visit 
your  neighbor  and  see  what  he  is  using. 
Many  growers  have  gone  back  to  using 
a  fluke  or  rake  behind  the  covering  tool 
to  take  off  any  excess  dirt  and  leave  only 
the  required  amount.  Whatever  it  takes, 
get  the  job  done  correctly.  Take  the  time 
to  set  the  tools  correctly  and  of  course 
a  good  row  is  needed  to  start  with.  Poor- 
ly spaced  rows  will  come  back  to  haunt 
you  every  time.  Opening  plows  that 
don't  open  a  straight  furrow  will  cause 
problems  in  cultivating  and  harvesting 
the  crop  for  the  next  three  years.  These 
are  not  problems  we  are  dreaming  up, 
these  are  bad  conditions  that  those  of  us 
who  travel  the  belt  see  every  year. 
Sometimes  they  are  from  a  lack  of 
knowledge,  other  times  they  are  from 
somebody  just  not  paying  attention  to 
what  they  are  doing.  Don't  screw  it  up 
now;  take  the  time  to  do  the  job  right. 
In  black  land,  we  often  see  growers 


planting  in  clods  or  in  large  marbles 
which  will  often  result  in  poor  stands 
due  to  cane  drying  out  in  the  furrow 
before  it  can  make  a  stand.  This  is  a 
harder  problem  to  solve  since  weather 
becomes  more  of  a  factor.  However,  if 
the  job  is  not  done  right,  the  result  is  a 
poor  stand  and  reduced  yields  for  the 
next  cycle.  We  can't  afford  anything  less 
than  optimum  yields  if  we  are  to  stay  in 
business.  Take  the  time  to  do  the  job 
right.  Planting  is  too  expensive  an 
operation  to  do  it  half  right. 

RSD  TEST  AND  GOOD  SEED 

There  is  currently  available  an  RSD 
test  from  LSU  that  will  indicate  the 
presence  of  RSD  in  samples  that  you 
send  in.  This  service  should  give  an  in- 
dication of  the  presence  or  absence  of  the 
disease  in  your  cane.  Your  county  agent 
has  the  available  information  on  how  to 
take  the  samples  and  where  to  send 
them  once  you  have  collected  the 
material.  It  is  important  that  you  follow 
the  directions  exactly  as  they  are  given 
in  the  material,  not  only  to  get  the  best 
results  from  the  test  on  your  cane  but 
also  because  the  test  is  being  used  as 
research  to  measure  the  precision  with 
which  the  test  can  be  used. 

As  always,  the  use  of  the  best  quality 
seed  is  recommended  for  planting.  This 
means  cane  that  is  lowest  in  the  amount 
of  diseases,  borers,  and  weed  seed.  Us- 
ing this  kind  of  seed  can  increase  your 
yields.  We  know  that  there  is  mosaic  in 
all  of  the  C.P.  65-357  in  the  industry  and 
there  is  nothing  we  can  do  for  that. 
However,  we  also  know  that  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  RSD  present  and  we  can 
combat  this  disease  by  using  good  quali- 

(Continued  on  page  11) 
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take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop. 


Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable 
protection  from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do  better 
than  SENCOR  herbicide  and 
GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you  control  of 
grass  and  broadleaf  weeds 
before  they  become  a 
problem.  Without  injuring 
your  cane.  sioai  a&  J 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of  sugar- 
cane borer,  and  long 
residual  control  even  in 
hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you  ap- 
plication flexibility,  at  a  price 
that  makes  good  business  sense. 

this  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  CiUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED!  USBPESTiClbE. 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg  TMs  of  Bayer  AG,  Leverkusen 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


CONGRESS  ADJOURNS  FOR 
AUGUST  RECESS 

Congress  adjourned  August  7  for  the 
August  recess  and  is  not  scheduled  to 
return  until  September  9.  Prior  to  ad- 
journing, the  Senate  adopted  its  version 
of  an  omnibus  trade  bill  by  an  over- 
whelming 71  to  27  vote.  A  joint  Senate- 
House  conference  committee  has  been 
appointed  and  will  continue  working  out 
the  differences  in  the  two  versions  after 
Congress  returns  from  the  August 
recess.  President  Reagan  has  indicated 
that  both  the  House  and  Senate  bills  are 
"unacceptable"  ana  leave  him  "no 
choice  except  to  veto"  them.  He  said  that 
he  remains  willing  to  work  with  Con- 
gress on  a  more  acceptable  bill  and  will 
reserve  final  judgment  until  action  on 
the  trade  legislation  is  completed.  The 
sugar  drawback  provision  is  included  in 
both  the  House  and  Senate  bills . 


HOUSE  COMMITTEE  APPROVES 
FARM  CREDIT  BILL 

The  House  Agriculture  Committee 
approved  a  farm  credit  package  which 
would  mandate  the  most  complete 
reorganization  in  the  70-year  history  of 
the  Farm  Credit  System.  Prior  to  begin- 
ning markup  of  the  bill,  the  Subcommit- 
tee on  Conservation,  Credit  and  Rural 
Development,  chaired  by  Rep.  Ed  Jones 
(D-Tenn.),  held  15  days  of  hearings  with 
hundreds  of  witnesses  from  all  parts  of 
the  country  testifying.  House  Commit- 
tee Chairman  Kika  de  la  Garza  (D-Tex.) 
plans  to  push  for  consideration  on  the 
House  floor  as  soon  as  Congress 
reconvenes  in  September. 

The  Committee  bill  requires  the 
Farm  Credit  System  (FCS)  lenders  to 
restructure  loans  of  financially-stressed 


farmer-borrowers,  in  order  to  help  keep 
farmers  on  the  land  and  help  turn 
around  the  condition  of  financially- 
stressed  FCS  institutions.  Restructuring 
will  be  used  if  it  will  produce  more 
return  to  lender  than  foreclosure.  Ap- 
propriations to  guarantee  FCS  farmer- 
held  stock  are  authorized  for  five  years. 
A  Temporary  Assistance  Corporation  is 
created  with  power  to  dispense  ap- 
propriated funds  and  review  operating 
plans  before  making  funds  available. 
The  bill  also  assures  access  to  credit  by 
establishing  new  secondary  market  for 
agricultural  loans  under  which  commer- 
cial farm  lenders  and  FCS  will  gain  new 
access  to  capital  markets;  provides  pool- 
ing and  sale  of  FinHA  guaranteed  loans; 
creates  insurance  program  similar  to 
FDIC  for  FCS  institutions:  reorganizes 
FCS  by  reducing  number  of  banks  from 
37  to  7  with  local  control  for  lending  ser- 
vices; and  sets  capital  adequacy  re 
quirements  and  new  civil  money 
penalties. 

CROP  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
released  its  August  Crop  Production 
report  forecasting  sugarcane  production 
for  sugar  and  seed  in  1987  at  31.4 
million  tons,  up  4  percent  from  last  year. 
The  harvested  area  is  expected  to  total 
823,000  acres,  an  increase  of  3  percent. 
The  forecasted  yield  of  38.1  tons  per  acre 
is  the  same  as  a  year  earlier.  Sugarbeet 
production  is  forecast  at  27.0  million 
tons.  7  percent  more  than  in  1986.  Ex- 
pected area  harvested,  at  1.25  million 
acres,  is  up  5  percent  from  last  year. 
Average  yield  is  forecast  at  21.6  tons  per 
acre,  up  from  last  year's  21.2  tons. 
Estimates  by  states  are  as  follows: 
(See  Table,  page  12 
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SUGAR  CANE  VARIETY 
RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  1987 


The  following  recommendations  are 
based  on  results  obtained  from  research 
conducted  on  sugar  cane  by  personnel  of 

the  USDA-ARS  Sugarcane  Research 
Unit,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station,  and  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League.  The  seven  varieties 
recommended  for  planting  during  1S87 
are  CP  70-321,  CP  74-383,  CP  65=357, 
CP  72-370,  CP  76-331,  CP  72-356.  and 
CP  79-318.  The  variety  CP  79-318  was 
released  for  commercial  production  dur- 
ing 1987,  Growers  are  advised  to  in- 
crease the  variety. 

All  of  the  above  mentioned  varieties 
are  damaged  by  ratoon  stunting  disease 
(RSD)  and-  should  be  heat  treated  for  the 
control  of  this  disease. 


VARIETY  REACTION  TO  SMUT 

Smut  has  been  reported  in  all  major 

areas  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry. 
High  levels  of  smut  have  been  reported 
at  some  locations,  and  yield  reductions 

from  the  disease  may  be  experienced  in 
fields  which  have  a  high  incidence  of  the 
disease.  The  varieties  CP  70-321,  CP 
72-370  and  CP  72-356  have  resistance  to 
smut.  The  variety  CP  79-318  is 
moderately  resistant.  The  varieties  CP 
65-357,  CP  74-383  and  CP  76-331  are 
susceptible  to  the  disease.  CP  73-351 
and  NCo  310  are  highly  susceptible  to 
smut  and  high  levels  of  infection  have 
been  found  in  these  two  varieties. 
Growers  are  advised  not  to  plant  CP 
73-351  and  NCo  310  so  that  the  amount 
and  spread  of  smut  in  the  industry  can 
be  kept  as  low  as  possible.  This  should 
permit  the  continued  use  of  susceptible 
varieties  like  CP  65-357,  CP  74-383  and 
CP  76-331. 

Cane  to  be  used  for  seed  containing 
less  than  two  percent  smut-infected 
stools  should  be  rogued.  Cane  of  any 
variety   containing  over  two  percent 


smut-infected  stools  should  be  avoided 
as  a  seed  source. 

Relative  reaction  of  varieties  to 
smut  disease  under  Louisiana  condi- 
tions (1981-87). 


Resistant 


Moderately 
Resistant 


Susceptible 


CP  70-321 
CP  72-356 
CP  72-370 

CP  79-318 

CP  ^5-357 
CP  74-383 
CP  76-331 

1987  PLANTINGS 

Varieties  recommended  for  planting 
during  1987  are  CP  70-321.  CP  74-383, 
CP  65-357,  CP  72-370,  CP  76-331,  CP 
72-356,  and  CP  79-318. 

CP  70-321  is  the  leading  commercial 
variety  occupying  42%  of  the  acreage  in 
Louisiana.  CP  70-321  outyielded  CP 
65-357  in  sugar  per  acre  in  first  stubble 
outfield  experiments  on  light  soils.  It  is 
resistant  to  smut  and  is  playing  an  im- 
portant role  in  combating  the  disease. 
CP  70-321  is  resistant  to  the  sugarcane 
borer  and  has  good  stalk  cold  tolerance. 
CP  70-321  tends  to  lodge  more  than  CP 
65-357,  and  growers  have  problems 
harvesting  the  variety  when  it  is  lodged. 

CP  74-383  was  equal  to  CP  70-321 
in  tons  of  cane  per  acre  and  sugar  per 
acre  in  stubble  cane  in  the  outfield  ex- 
periments on  light  soil  during  1986.  The 
variety  has  good  erect ness,  very  good 
stubbling  ability  and  consistently  pro- 
duces high  cane  tonnage  yields  and 
sugar  per  acre,  The  disadvantages  of  CP 
74-383  are  its  moderate  to  low  yield  of 
sugar  per  ton,  inconsistent  plant  cane 
stands,  and  its  susceptibility  to  the 
sugarcane  borer.  It  should  not  be 
planted  where  insecticides  cannot  or 
will  not  be  applied. 

CP  65-357  has  been  one  of  the  best 
(Continued  on  page  8) 
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accepted  varieties  released  for  commer- 
cial planting  in  Louisiana  and  led  the 
state  in  acreage  from  1977  to  1984,  in- 
clusive. CP  65-357  is  well  adapted  to 
mechanical  harvesting,  matures  early 
and  accumulates  sucrose  until  a  killing 
freeze  occurs.  It  is  moderately  resistant 
to  the  sugarcane  borer,  but  susceptible 
to  smut  and  has  above  average  stalk 
cold  tolerance.  However,  CP  65-357  was 
lower  than  most  commercial  varieties  in 
tons  of  cane  per  acre  and  sugar  per  acre 
in  stubble  replicated  outfield  ex- 
periments in  1986. 

CP  72-370  is  an  early  maturing 
variety  which  is  well  adapted  to 
mechanical  harvesting  and  has  good 
resistance  to  smut.  The  outfield  yields 
of  CP  72-370  are  similar  to  those  of  CP 
70-321.  The  variety  appears  to  do  well 
in  heavy  soils.  It  is  moderately  resistant 
to  the  sugarcane  borer.  It  can  be  damag- 
ed by  late  application  of  Asulox  (after 
May  15). 

CP  76-331  was  equal  to  CP  70-321 
in  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  in  plant  cane 
and  stubble  experiments  on  light  soil. 
An  advantage  of  CP  76-331  is  its 
relatively  early  and  high  sucrose  con- 
tent. It  was  higher  than  CP  70-321  in 
sugar  per  ton  in  plant  cane  and  stubble 
crops  during  1986.  The  variety  is  highly 
resistant  to  spread  of  sugarcane  mosaic, 
but  has  shown  susceptibility  to  smut.  CP 
76-331  is  susceptible  to  the  sugarcane 
borer  and  should  not  be  planted  if  insec- 
ticides cannot  or  will  not  be  applied. 
Some  growers  have  experienced  difficul- 
ty in  harvesting  lodged  cane  due  to  brit- 
tleness  of  the  variety. 

CP  72-356  is  a  strong  stubbling 
variety  which  is  resistant  to  smut,  but 
susceptible  to  mosaic.  CP  72-356  is  very 
brittle  and  severe  breakage  will  occur  in 
moderate  to  high  winds  normally 
associated  with  thunderstorms  and  hur- 


ricanes in  late  summer  or  early  fall.  It 
is  susceptible  to  the  sugarcane  borer  and 
should  not  be  planted  where  insecticides 
cannot  or  will  not  be  applied. 
(See  Table  page  9) 
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Variety  Recommendations 

(Continued  from  page  8) 


VARIETY 


Varietal 

CP 

CP 

CP 

CP 

CP 

CP 

CP 

Characteristics 

65-357 

70-321 

72-356 

72-370 

74-383 

76-331 

79-318 

Harvestability 

G 

MP 

MP 

G 

G 

G-M 

G-M 

Erectness 

G 

P 

G 

G 

G 

M 

G 

Brittleness 

G 

M 

P 

G 

G 

M 

MP 

Sucrose 

G 

G 

M 

G 

M 

VG 

G 

Maturity 

E 

E 

M 

E 

M 

E 

E 

Fiber 

M 

G 

G 

M 

G 

M 

M 

Tonnage 

G 

G 

G 

M 

VG 

G 

G 

Stubbling 

M 

M 

VG 

M 

VG 

G 

G 

Borer  Resistance 

M 

R 

S 

M 

S 

S 

M 

Smut  Resistance 

S 

R 

R 

R 

S 

S 

M-R 

Mosaic  Resistance 

S 

M 

S 

S 

M 

R 

M 

RSD  Tolerance 

M 

P 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

Rust  Resistance 

R 

R 

R 

R 

M 

R 

R 

Cold  Tolerance 

G 

VG 

P 

M 

M 

M 

M 

Herbicide  Tolerance 

G 

G 

G 

MP 

G 

G 

G 

Shading 

G 

G 

G 

P 

G 

G 

G 

Soil  Type 

All 

LS 

All 

All 

All 

All 

All 

VG  =  Very  Good 

G     =  Good 

M     =  Moderate  Medium 

P     =  Poor 


R    =  Resistant  LS  =  Light  Soil 

S     =  Susceptible  HS  =  Heavy  Soil 

MS  =  Moderately  Susceptible  All  =  All  Soil  Types 

E     =  Early  L     =  Late 


Tell  Them 

You  Saw  It  In 

THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


SEPTEMBER  1,  1987 


1987  SUGAR  CANE 
RIPENER  RECOMMENDATION 


The  plant  growth  regulator 
POLADOR  is  labeled  for  use  on  sugar- 
cane in  Louisiana  as  a  ripener.  Data  ac- 
cumulated during  extensive  field  testing 
have  shown  POLADO  to  be  an  effective 
management  tool  in  improving  the  yield 
of  sugar  per  acre  under  conditions  that 
exist  in  Louisiana,  particularly  for  fields 
scheduled  for  early  harvest. 

Growers  considering  the  use  of 
POLADO  as  a  management  tool  should 
follow  these  suggestions  for  maximum 
response: 

1.  Establish  a  harvesting  schedule, 
then  consider  only  those  varieties 
known  to  consistently  respond,  i.e., 
CP  65-357,  CP  70-321,  CP  72-356, 
CP  72-370,  CP  74-383  and  CP 
76-331. 

2.  Treat  only  the  last  ratoon  of  respon- 
ding varieties.  At  present,  the  label 
restricts  its  use  to  the  last  ratoon.  It 
is  hoped  that  an  amended  label  will 
be  forthcoming  that  will  allow  its 
use  on  other  than  the  last  ratoon. 

3.  Apply  POLADO  according  to  the 
registered  label.  Whenever  possible, 
use  a  flagger.  If  cane  is  badly  lodged, 
allow  cane  enough  time  to  erect 
itself  again.  Total  canopy  or  leaf 
coverage  is  essential  for  maximum 
response. 

4.  Treat  21  to  42  days  prior  to  cutting 
of  cane  for  harvest.  Cutting  before 
21  days  and  after  42  days  will  usual- 
ly reduce  response  in  sugar  per  acre. 
For  all  varieties  listed  above  with 


the  exception  of  CP  72-370,  the 
greatest  increase  in  CRS  per  acre  is 
obtained  at  approximately  six 
weeks  after  treatment  (42  days).  CP 
72-370  should  be  harvested  between 
21  and  28  days. 

Top  treated  cane  at  the  same  height 
that  you  normally  top  other  cane. 
POLADO  treatment  enhances 
sucrose  in  the  top  one-third  of  the 
stalk,  but  many  farmers  are  topping 
too  high,  or  in  the  leaf  whorl.  This 
lowers  the  sucrose  content  and  in- 
creases impurities  of  the  juice  and 
should  not  be  continued.  Resear- 
chers now  feel  that  maximum 
benefits  will  be  obtained  when  top- 
ping is  done  at  the  NORMAL 
HEIGHT,  where  all  other  cane  is 
topped.  However,  POLADO  is 
especially  suitable  for  use  on  cane 
that  is  too  short  to  be  topped  since 
it  will  improve  the  sucrose  content 
of  the  tops. 

Do  not  expect  miracles  with  the  use 
of  this  product.  Research  has  in- 
dicated that  POLADO  under  ideal 
circumstances  will  increase  the 
yield  of  CRS/T  and/A  by  approx- 
imately 7-10  percent  for  responding 
varieties  in  most  years.  Weather 
conditions  have  a  dramatic  effect  on 
the  expressions  of  results.  One  must 
consider  what  one  might  have  ob- 
tained under  natural  ripening  con- 
ditions then  compare  the  difference 
between  treated  and  untreated 
cane. 


Prepared  for  distribution  by  Dr.  Donald  B.  Fontenot,  from  research  conducted  by:  Dr.  Freddie  Martin, 
Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  and  Dr.  Ben  Legendre,  USDA-ARS  Sugar- 
cane Field  Laboratory,  Houma,  Louisiana. 
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FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  4) 


ty  seed  that  has  either  been  heat  treated 
or  has  been  checked  and  found  to  be  free 
of  RSD.  Many  growers  have  gone  the 
route  of  Kleentek  instead  of  heat 
treating  and  their  seed  source  which  is 
free  of  RSD  should  help  reduce  the  in- 
cidence of  this  bacterial  disease.  You 
can't  stop  there,  however.  You  as  a 
grower  must  make  a  strong  effort  to 
eliminate  the  spread  of  the  bacteria. 
This  means  cutting  good  seed  early  in 
the  day  before  you  can  get  the  bacteria 
on  the  harvester  blades  and  sticker 
chains.  Some  growers  have  tried  spray- 
ing their  harvester  with  Lysol  and  this 
will  work.  It  is  not  easy  to  do  but  would 
be  effective.  The  important  thing  is  not 
to  cut  good  healthy  seed  right  after  cut- 
ting diseased  seed.  This  will  certainly 
spread  the  disease  into  the  good  cane. 
The  use  of  good  seed  will  increase  yields 
in  the  cane  belt  and  can  help  you  move 
from  a  losing  proposition  to  one  that  can 
make  you  a  profit. 

TIME  TO  TREAT  WITH  POLADO 

The  recommendations  for  treating 
cane  with  Polado  are  now  available  from 
the  Cooperative  Extension  Service.  The 
recommendations  have  some  changes 
from  prior  years  and  you  should  pay  at- 
tention to  them.  The  time  from  treat- 
ment to  harvest  has  now  been  extended 
to  read  21  to  42  days  for  all  varieties  ex- 
cept CP  72-370.  This  means  that  on  cane 
you  expect  to  harvest  during  the  second 
week  of  October  you  should  apply  it 
sometime  during  the  first  week  of 
September  if  you  want  to  leave  it  on  for 
the  full  six  weeks.  For  all  varieties  ex- 
cept CP  72-370,  research  has  shown  the 
greatest  increase  in  sugar  per  acre  is  ob- 
tained at  approximately  six  weeks  (42 


days)  after  treatment.  CP  72-370  should 
be  harvested  between  21  and  28  days 
after  treatment. 

Also,  too  many  growers  have  been  top- 
ping too  high  or  in  the  leaf  whorl.  It  is 
true  that  the  Polado  works  in  the  top  1/3 
of  the  stalk,  but  sending  leaves  in  to  the 
factory  will  only  lower  your  CRS  and 
reduce  the  benefits  of  having  applied  the 
Polado.  Researchers  now  feel  that  max- 
imum benefits  can  be  obtained  when 
you  top  the  cane  at  the  normal  height. 

Many  tests  have  been  conducted  with 
Polado.  In  some  of  these  tests  it  has  not 
worked  and  in  others  it  has  not  worked 
as  well  as  expected.  However,  in  the  ma- 
jority of  the  tests  it  has  performed  well 
and  has  given  increased  yields  of  sugar 
per  acre  which  is  what  you  get  paid  for. 
Most  researchers  feel  that  Polado  is  a 
good  management  tool  and  that  growers 
do  best  by  using  it  every  year  and  not 
trying  to  guess  if  this  is  a  year  in  which 
it  works  or  not. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  6) 


SUGARBEETS  1/ 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD 

PRODUCTION 

STATE 

IND 

IND 

IND 

1986 

1987 

1986 

1987 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

CALIF 

188.0 

215.0 

25.7 

25.5 

4,669 

4,832 

5,483 

COLO 

37.2 

36.8 

23.9 

22.0 

46 

889 

809 

IDAHO 

160.0 

161.0 

26.0 

26.5 

3,496 

4,160 

4,267 

MICH 

110.0 

140.0 

20.8 

19.5 

2,325 

2,288 

2,730 

MINN 

311.0 

310.0 

16.7 

19.0 

5,088 

5,194 

5,890 

MONT 

47.0 

49.2 

21.7 

22.0 

811 

1,020 

1,082 

NEBR 

59.0 

59.0 

23.5 

23.0 

1,229 

1,387 

1,357 

NMEX 

2/ 

.5 

2/ 

22.0 

2/ 

2/ 

11 

NDAK 

163.8 

164.0 

17.9 

18.0 

2,423 

2,932 

2,952 

OHIO 

15.0 

16.0 

20.6 

18.5 

258 

309 

296 

OREG 

12.8 

13.3 

30.0 

29.0 

319 

384 

386 

TEX 

37.0 

32.0 

22.4 

22.0 

833 

829 

704 

WYO 

50.5 

53.9 

19.8 

20.0 

1,032 

1,000 

1,078 

US 

1,191.3 

1,250.7 

21.2 

21.6 

22,529 

25,224 

27,045 

RELATES  TO  YEAR  OF  INTENDED  HARVEST  EXCEPT  FOR  OVERWINTERED 
SPRING  PLANTED  BEETS  IN  CALIF.       2/    NOT  ESTIMATED. 


SUGARCANE  FOR  SUGAR  AND  SEED 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD 

PRODUCTION 

STATE 

IND 

IND 

IND 

1986 

1987 

1986 

1987 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

FLA 

405.0              415.0 

33.2                34.5 

13,117 

13,446 

14,317 

HAW 

90.2                88.0 

95.2                97.5 

8,129 

8,587 

8,580 

LA 

270.0             285.0 

27.3                26.0 

6,006 

7,371 

7,410 

TEX 

31.0                35.3 

29.3                31.0 

961 

907 

1,094 

US 

796.2              823.3 

38.1                38.1 

28,213 

30,311 

31,401 

CROP  PRODUCTION, 
AUGUST  1987 


AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS  BOARD, 
NASS,  USDA 
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HANDY  ORDER 
FORM 


# 

Quantity 

$  Amount 

101      Potholder 

$1.00 

102      Coffee  Mug 

$3.75 

103      Sugar  Bowl 

$4.00 

104      Apron 

$7.00 

105      Keyring 

$1.00 

106      Tote  Bag 

$4.50 

107      Cookie  Jar 

$5.00 

108      Sugar  Crystals 

$3.00 

109      Sugar  Shaker 

$3.00 

125      Button 

$   .50 

128      Window  Decal 

$   .50 

129A    T-shirt  (child) 

$4.00 

129B    T-shirt  (med.) 

$4.00 

129C    T-shirt  (Ige.) 

$4.00 

129D    T-shirt  (X-lge.) 

$4.00 

130      Memo  Cube 

$4.25 

133      Round  Sticker/ 100 

$6.00 

134      Pencil  Holder 

$3.00 

135      Magnet 

$  .40 

Shipping/handling    $1 0.00 


TOTAL  $ 


Name 


Company 
Address  _ 


ZIP. 


Send  this  form  with  your  check  to: 

Sugarmark 

The  Sugar  Association 
1511  K  Street,  NW 
Washington,  DC  20005 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

CANE  PLANTING  -  INS  1-9  FORMS  -  AG  EDUCATION 


Cane  planting  has  gotten  off  to  a 
very  uneven  start  around  the  belt  this 
year.  With  all  of  the  rain  that  occurred 
throughout  the  summer  much  of  the 
fallow  ground  was  in  poor  shape.  When 
dry  weather  did  occur,  most  growers 
concentrated  on  seed  bed  preparation  as 
they  should  have.  Because  rains  then 
fell  in  some  areas  and  not  in  others,  ear- 
ly planting  was  spotty.  A  few  growers, 
as  of  September  3,  are  nearly  75%  com- 
plete. In  some  areas,  even  on  big 
acreages  there  are  growers  who  are  half 
finished.  However,  most  growers  have 
made  only  a  small  start  with  some  not 
having  been  able  to  start  at  all.  Some 
growers  are  still  too  wet  to  get  in  the 
fields  and  begin  planting. 

Most  of  the  cane  fields  that  have 
been  planted  have  been  done  well. 
Despite  the  quick  seed  bed  preparation, 
most  were  able  to  do  a  good  job  and  did 
not  have  to  plant  in  clods.  Some  land  has 
still  not  been  put  up  into  rows  and  the 
moisture  content  of  this  land  will  have 
to  be  watched  carefully  before  it  is 
planted.  Every  year,  cane  stands  are  lost 
because  cane  is  planted  in  land  that  was 
put  up  in  rows  too  late  and  there  is  no 
moisture  in  the  row.  If  rain  does  not  fall 
in  these  fields  or  in  cloddy  fields  soon 
after  planting  there  is  a  good  chance 
cane  stands  can  suffer.  In  both  of  these 
cases  the  cane  stalks  have  a  chance  to 
dry  out  and  germination  suffers. 

Early  reports  on  planting  ratios  vary 
greatly  depending  upon  the  variety  and 
whether  hand  or  machine  planting  was 
in  use.  Some  ratios  mentioned  with 
machine  planting  up  to  this  point  have 
been  3  &  1/2  or  4  to  1.  With  hand  plant- 
ing, ratios  as  high  as  10  or  12  to  1  have 
been  experienced  when  planting  heat 
treated  or  Kleentek  seed  at  a  two  stalk 


rate.  Under  normal  hand  planting  rates 
of  3  or  4  stalks  in  the  furrow,  ratios 
discussed  by  growers  this  year  have 
been  more  like  5  or  6  to  1. 

IMMIGRATION  AND 
NATURALIZATION  FORM  1-9 

A  new  U.S.  Department  of  Justice 
law  requires  all  employers  to  fill  out  and 
keep  in  their  records  a  form  1-9  on  all 
employees  hired  after  November  6, 
1986.  The  law  is  now  in  effect.  The  pur- 
pose of  this  form  and  the  law  called  the 
Immigration  Reform  and  Control  Act,  is 
to  insure  that  all  employees  are  either 
a  U.S.  citizen  or  a  legal  alien.  In  the 
form,  the  employer  must  record  the 
document  identification  number  and  ex- 
piration date  from  at  least  one  and 
possibly  two  specified  documents  which 
certify  that  the  individual  is  authorized 
to  work  in  the  United  States.  Both  the 
employee  and  employer  must  sign  the 
form  which  is  then  kept  in  the 
employers  files.  The  penalty  for  failure 
to  have  the  forms  on  file  can  be  imposed 
by  the  Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service  and  can  range  from  $100  to 
$1000. 

AG  EDUCATION 

As  reported  in  an  earlier  issue  of  the 
Bulletin,  Agriculture  Education  at  the 
Colleges  and  Universities  in  Louisiana 
is  under  examination  by  the  State's 
Board  of  Regents.  Their  preliminary 
report  has  been  issued  and  their  recom- 
mendations would  call  for  a  complete 
shut  down  of  agriculture  programs  at 
several  of  Louisiana's  universities  and 
the  elimination  of  certain  programs  at 
other  universities. 

(Continued  on  page  8) 
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A  Collection  of  Cajun  Recipes  From 
toaisiana  Sugar  Families  &  Their  Friends 


A  must  for  collectors 

The  perfect  gift  for  a  friend  — 

Order  today  to  assure  your 

First  edition  copy! 


FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL  recipes  were  submitted  by 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.  Each  recipe  uses  sugar  —  the  natural  sweetener 
containing  only  16  calories  per  teaspoon. 


A  Collection  of  Cajun  Recipes  From  Louisiana 
Sugar  Families  and  Their  Friends 

A  Complete  Cookbook  with  500  Recipes  Ranging 
From  Appetizers  to  Desserts 

Full  Color  Spiral-Bound  Cover:  Cross  Indexed  For 
Easy  Reference 

Proceeds  Benefit  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Research 

Custom  Packed  in 
Cartons  of  12  or  24 


Mail  checks  to:    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 

416  Whitney  Building 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 


Please  send  me 


copies  at  $12.50  per  book  plus  $1.95  per  book  postage  and 


handling,  for  a  total  of  $14.45. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to:    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 
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.Zip. 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  book  will  be  used  to  further  research  in  the  areas  of  sugar  cane  production  and  processing. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


SUGAR  CONSUMPTION 
INCREASES 

Preliminary  data  from  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  indicate  a 
reversal  of  the  longstanding  declines  in 
U.S.  sugar  consumption.  According  to 
USDA's  Sugar  Market  Statistics  report 
released  August  17,  sugar  consumption 
for  the  first  half  of  1987  totaled  3.9 
million  short  tons,  raw  value,  up  5  per- 
cent from  last  year.  Sugar  consumption 
had  been  falling  steadily  since  1981 
mainly  because  of  displacement  by  high 
fructose  corn  syrup  (HFCS)  in  beverage 
use.  The  5%  increase  was  reflected  in 
the  confectionery  and  baking  sectors. 

As  reported  in  the  last  issue  of  THE 
SUGAR  BULLETIN,  USDA  estimated 
sugarcane  production  in  1987  at  31.4 
million  tons,  up  4  percent  from  last  year. 
Sugarbeet  production  is  forecast  at  27.0 
million  tons,  7  percent  more  than  in 
1986. 


CONGRESSMEN  CALL  FOR 

SWEETENER  INDUSTRY 

MEETINGS 

Congressman  Jerry  Huckaby  CD- 
La.),  Chairman  of  the  Cotton,  Rice  & 
Sugar  Subcommittee,  and  Congressman 
Arlan  Stangeland  (R-Minn.),  Ranking 
Minority  Member,  have  requested  that 
members  of  the  sweetener  producing 
and  consuming  industries  participate  in 
a  series  of  meetings  to  discuss  how  the 
sugar  program  included  in  the  1985 
Farm  Bill  is  operating  and  to  focus  on 
potential  trouble  spots  before  problems 
develop.  It  is  expected  that  the  possibili- 
ty of  mandatory  controls  for  domestical- 
ly produced  sweeteners  and  the 
establishment  of  a  minimum  sugar  im- 


port quota  will  also  be  on  the  agenda  for 
discussion.  Congressman  Huckaby  has 
previously  spoken  out  on  the  need  for 
voluntary  production  controls  and  has 
expressed  additional  concerns  recently 
that  rising  domestic  output  could 
threaten  the  sugar  program. 

An  initial  meeting  with  sugar  cane 
and  sugar  beet  growers  and  processors 
is  scheduled  for  September  11  in 
Washington.  Any  new  legislation  that 
might  be  introduced  to  make  changes  in 
the  sugar  program  most  likely  would 
not  be  brought  up  in  Congress  before 
next  year. 


CONSERVATION  RESERVE 
PROGRAM  NEARS 
23  MILLION  ACRES 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
has  accepted  5,288,694  additional  acres 
into  the  10-year  Conservation  Reserve 
Program,  bringing  the  total  acreage  in 
the  program  to  22,996,000  acres.  An- 
nual payments  on  the  bids  accepted 
range  up  to  $90  an  acre  with  an  average 
payment  of  $47.90  per  acre. 

Permanent  vegetative  cover,  which 
includes  trees,  must  be  established  for 
a  minimum  of  10  years  on  land  entered 
into  the  CRP.  The  program  will 
significantly  reduce  cropland  erosion  as 
well  as  improve  water  quality,  enhance 
wildlife,  and  increase  timber  production. 

The  next  signup  will  be  February 
1-19.  Deputy  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Peter  Myers  said  he  is  encouraged  with 
the  signup  to  date  and  believes  that  the 
program  goal  of  40  to  45  million  acres 
can  be  met  in  1990  as  more  producers 
become  familiar  with  conservation  pro- 
grams and  their  requirements. 
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KINGS  AND  QUEENS  OF  THE 
LOUISIANA  SUGAR  CANE  FESTIVAL 


KING 

QUEEN 

YEAR 

NO. 

I 

-   SUCROSE 
Gov.  Earl  K.  Long 

SUGAR 

1938 

Alberta  Mestayer 

1939 

II 

J.  Paulin  Duhe 

Verna  Ozenne 

1940 

III 

George  Billeaud 

Joy  Rita  La  Bauve 

1941 

IV 

Leon  Landry 

Elizabeth  Smedes 

1942-45 

Festival  disbanded  —  World  War  II 

1946 

V 

Clarence  Bourg 

Dorothy  Bernard 

1947 

VI 

Bonier  Thibaut 

Cecilia  Mount 

1948 

VII 

Ernest  Burguieres 

Joyce  Oubre 

1949 

VIII 

S.  Edwin  Pearce 

Joan  Fournet 

1950 

IX 

F.  A.  Graugnard,  Jr. 

Iris  Millet 

1951 

X 

Leon  Buillard 

Carolyn  Capone 

1952 

XI 

Murphy  Foster,  Sr. 

Sylvia  Segura 

1953 

XII 

L.  A.  Borne 

Rita  Faye  Coco 

1954 

XIII 

P.  Lacaze  Billeaud 

Janet  Kerne 

1955 

XIV 

Stephen  C.  Munson 

Dixie  Breithaupt 

1956 

XV 

John  J.  "Jack"  Schaffer,  Jr. 

Yvonne  Cheramie 

1957 

XVI 

Alfred  Thibaut 

Billie  Jon  Mulhearn 

1958 

XVII 

Brannan  Beyt 

Nancy  Lancaster 

1959 

XVIII 

Charles  Savoie 

Susan  Marie  Onneban 

1960 

XIX 

Martin  Kahao,  Jr. 

Lyndal  Larson 

1961 

XX 

J.  Malcolm  Duhe 

Charlotte  J.  Cox 

1962 

XXI 

Warren  J.  Harang,  Jr. 

Diane  Mae  Nicol 

1963 

XXII 

J.  B.  Luke 

Jo  Ann  Busse 

1964 

XXIII 

James  P.  Cross 

Mary  Sue  Barker 

1965 

XXIV 

James  Graugnard 

Sharyn  Ann  Greco 

1966 

XXV 

Andrew  Gay 

Mary  Kendall  Mhoon 

1967 

XXVI 

Thomas  H.  Allen 

Jan  Marie  Hebert 

1968 

XXVII 

Roland  Toups 

Sandra  Mae  LeBlanc 

1969 

XXVIII 

Joseph  G.  Beaud 

Joy  Ann  LeBlanc 

1970 

XXIX 

Ramon  E.  Billeaud 

Kathleen  A.  Clements 

1971 

XXX 

Frank  L.  Barker,  Jr. 

Elfrieda  Dunckleman 

1972 

XXXI 

P.  Chauvin  Wilkinson 

Christine  M.  Adams 

1973 

XXXII 

J.  Patout  Burns 

Jerri  Ann  Olivier 

1974 

XXXIII 

Wilson  J.  Melancon 

Leslie  Susan  Levert 

1975 

XXXIV 

Kenneth  J.  Kahao 

Karen  Marie  Fancher 

1976 

XXXV 

Pete  deGravelles 

Doris  T.  Regan 

1977 

XXXVI 

Joseph  U.  Melancon 

Laura  C.  Daly 

1978 

XXXVII 

Harvey  C.  Allums 

Jennifer  T.  Jarrell 

1979 

XXXVIII 

Gilbert  J.  Durbin 

Lily  Marie  Steele 

1980 

XXXIX 

Henry  "Dede"  Friloux,  Sr. 

Elissa  Anne  Gray 

1981 

XL 

Richard  Glynn 

Melissa  Anne  Lewis 

1982 

XLI 

Robert  J.  Miranda 

Susan  A.  Anderson 

1983 

XLII 

Joseph  N.  Anderson 

Theresa  Mary  Gascon 

1984 

XLIII 

A.  Denis  Lanaux 

Amy  C.  Bergeron 

1985 

XLIV 

Robert  Allain 

Marguerite  M.  Rogers 

1986 

XLV 

Warren  J.  Harang,  III 

Dana  Louise  Breaux 

1987 

XL  VI 

Mel  E.  Schudmak 
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FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  4) 

The  number  of  people  involved  in 
agriculture  today  is  already  at  a  low  tide 
and  current  enrollments  indicate  that 
the  number  of  students  in  ag  is  not  in- 
creasing. To  make  further  cuts  in  an 
area  that  will  be  so  important  in  the 
future  for  food  and  fiber  production 
would  be  unwise.  Now  is  the  time  for  our 
State  to  be  working  to  strengthen  the 
agriculture  programs  at  the  Univer- 
sities and  try  to  encourage  students  in- 
to this  important  aspect  of  the  state's 
economy  rather  than  trying  to  cut  the 
programs  down  to  nothing.  In  order  to 
save  agriculture  education  in  our  state, 
it  will  take  the  strong  voice  of  the  sugar 
industry  along  with  the  rest  of 
agriculture,  all  working  together. 
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